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McAvoy Announces Expansion Into Offsite Housing – 
From Foundations To Occupation In Just 7 Days
The McAvoy Group, one of the UK’s leading offsite construction specialists, 
has announced its expansion into the residential sector with the launch of a 
new modular solution for all housing tenures – affordable homes, market sale, 
build-to-rent, student accommodation, and emergency housing. Following 
extensive product development and collaboration with Queen’s University 
Belfast, McAvoy has developed a steel-framed offsite housing solution for 
multi-storey apartments, detached, semi-detached and terraced family homes. 
An entire house can be assembled in a single day – and from foundations to 

occupation in just seven days. 

According to a report published by 
Shelter, we need to build 250,000 new 
homes a year in the UK to keep up with 
demand – and yet only 163,000 new 
homes were delivered in 2017. There 
is a severe shortage of affordable 
homes and homelessness continues to 
increase year on year.  There is a lack of 

skilled labour in construction, compounded by Brexit, and the building industry 
has a poor delivery record.  In response, the Government has set a target to 
build 300,000 new homes annually by the mid 2020s and has pledged its 
support to increase the use of offsite construction.

The McAvoy approach to housing will reduce programme times by at least 50 
per cent compared to site-based construction. This will allow earlier occupation 
for public sector housing providers and generate a faster return on investment 
for private developers. It will use highly efficient and proven factory processes 
to deliver greater certainty of completion on time, on budget and to higher 
quality standards.  

According to Eugene Lynch, Managing Director of The McAvoy Group, “We 
have a proven track record, strong project management expertise and highly 

transferrable skills in the successful delivery of offsite solutions across a range 
of other sectors. These factors combined with our financial stability and 
pioneering work in digital construction technology, mean we are well placed 
to become a significant player in the provision of high quality family housing 
manufactured offsite. We are an established principal contractor offering a 
single source procurement solution which integrates the manufacture of homes 
in a quality-controlled factory environment, for the delivery of new housing to 
shorter programmes and to higher standards.”

“We have ambitious plans for growth in the residential sector and have capacity 
already in place to meet demand using our highly skilled labour and flexible 
production facilities. We are also advancing plans to further expand capacity to 
meet the anticipated growth in demand.”

Features of the new offsite housing solution engineered by McAvoy include:
An innovative floor construction created using highly sustainable recycled 
material – an alternative to energy-intensive concrete – and offering excellent 
thermal performance and acoustic properties
A highly flexible building system with a wide range of façade treatments, 
roof options and module configurations
A roof module pre-tiled in the factory, which is safer, faster and avoids 
work at height and in poor weather conditions
Bespoke housing designs can be developed and there is a library of 
standardised layouts to reduce design time for planning and cost
BOPAS accreditation for reduced risk, and the assurance of durability for a 
60-year design life to ensure mortgageability.
McAvoy will work as principal contractor on its housing projects – taking 
responsibility for design, manufacture, fitting out, installation and external 
works. This will mean easier procurement, fewer management resources, 
greater cost efficiency, and improved quality control for developers and 
housing providers. For further information, visit www.mcavoygroup.com/
sectors/housing/ call 028 8774 0372 or email info@mcavoygroup.com. 

Hauraton Product Literature Update

Hauraton have updated their technical literature of the most popular 
Landscaping and Civils surface water drainage channel systems with 
separate full colour publications, including: Landscaping: RECYFIX® PRO, 
RECYFIX® PLUS, RECYFIX® SLOTTED,
Civils: RECYFIX® MONOTEC, RECYFIX® NC, FASERFIX® KS, FASERFIX® 
SUPER, RECYFIX® HI CAP
Architects, main contractors and ground-workers can request hard copies 
by telephone 01582 501380, or download PDF versions via www.hauraton.
co.uk . CAD installation drawings and BIM objects can also be downloaded 
from the website. Hauraton supports specifiers and installers with project 
specific proposals, including expert specification and technical advice from 
the initial survey through to completion. For Case Studies featuring many 
Hauraton drainage products go to www.drainage-projects.co.uk   

Global Future For Renowned UK Brand

The leading UK manufacturer of pipes, valves and fittings, is drawing 
on hundreds of years of expertise from within the UK and across 
the globe to be the UK’s only Integrated Piping Systems provider to 
the plumbing 
and heating 
industry.  Pegler 
Yorkshire, part 
of the Aalberts 
Group, will be 
bringing together 
its technologies 
under the iconic 
brand name of 
Pegler.
Phill Jackson, Marketing and Business Development Director Pegler 
commented: “This is a truly exciting time for us, we are renowned 
for our expertise in valve and fitting technology for domestic, 
commercial and industrial applications and have now combined this 
knowledge together with Dutch group member VSH to create a 
seamless integrated piping system solution for applications across the 
board.
“The Pegler brand is so iconic, in fact it still remains 198 feet in the 
air displayed on the original, and now redundant, furnace chimney at 
our manufacturing plant in Doncaster.  So we know our customers 
will instantly recognise the quality, innovation and performance of 
their Integrated Piping System.”
www.pegleryorkshire.co.uk

Acquisition Strengthens “Safe Access All Areas” Proposition

Horizontal access specialist Bilco UK has acquired the UK’s leading 
manufacturer of vertical access panels, riser doors and steel doors – Profab 
Access Ltd. Established in 2001 Profab employs a team of 75 and operates 
from a 46,000 sq. ft. manufacturing and distribution facility in Atherstone, 
Warwickshire. 

Bilco UK serves the commercial market with standard and bespoke roof 
access hatches, floor door, ladders and smoke vents.  Bilco was acquired by 
the Tyman Group in March 2016 and Bilco UK became part of home security 
specialist ERA in April 2017 following the acquisition of Howe Green Ltd. 
 
Howe Green is a manufacturer of fabricated floor access covers, linear 
drainage, tree pit covers and bespoke metalwork. The company was founded 
in 1983 to satisfy the demand for a safe access solution for services concealed 
beneath terrazzo flooring. Initially serving the supermarket sector Howe 
Green access covers are now specified across a diversity of industry sectors 
including aviation, infrastructure, education and health.

The acquisition of Profab will strengthen the Bilco UK “Safe Access All 
Areas” proposition. It will provide architects, specifiers and building service 
professionals with a one stop shop for trusted, high quality, safe access 
solutions for roofs, floors, walls and ceilings.  

James Fisher, Managing Director for Bilco UK and Howe Green Ltd, has been 
appointed as the new Managing Director of Profab Access. He will work closely 
with the existing team to ensure a smooth transition into the Bilco UK family.  
The Profab Access manufacturing and sales office will continue to operate 
from Atherstone. The joint founder of the business, Adrian Allbrighton, will 
be leaving the company with immediate effect.  Technical Director, Austin 
Stone, will remain in his key role and will  help to ensure continuity for Profab’s 
customers and employees. 

To find out more about the range of products available from Bilco UK, Howe 
Green and Profab Access please visit www.bilcouk.co.uk or 
www.profabaccess.com



76

at:firstat:first

The Reality Checks Continue: Tyvek® Is 
Proven To Simply Outperform Cheaper 
Products In A Complex Market
Following on from the revelatory results in the 2016 tests 
for watertightness in ‘real life’ roofs, a further 20% of 
roofs were opened with their membranes tested under the 
same strict, independent criteria. All the results from these 
additional tests have reinforced the initial conclusions: Tyvek® 
gives lasting performance and peace of mind, where cheaper 
membranes fail. 

The percentages speak for themselves: 94% of roofs over 
20 years old fitted with Tyvek® pass with flying colours. 
Compare that with roofs less than 10 years old fitted with 
other underlays, where only 21% remain watertight. The 
testing demonstrates why Tyvek® is such a highly trusted 
product.

Concerned by multiple reports of some alternative vapour-
open underlays failing in their secondary water shedding 
role, a couple of years ago Tyvek® instigated a thorough 
investigation into ‘real world’ performance.  These reports 
put the reputation of a whole class of roofing underlays at 
risk, and as industry codes have yet to catch up, it was right 
that the market leader stepped up to investigate the issue.

Qualities such as long term water hold out – which most 
crucially affects the homeowner – can only be effectively 
assessed after exposure to natural environmental stresses, 
both during the build and when occupied. While ageing 
of underlays can positively affect vapour diffusion with 
increased porosity, this may adversely affect the water 

shedding function, should the primary covering fail. This 
unfortunate occurrence is becoming more prevalent in 
today’s increasingly stormier weather. Ultimately, the primary 
quality in terms of membrane longevity is watertightness – 
an area which presents the most risk for property, insurance, 
and reputations.

All membrane samples were taken from the roofs and the 
tests were performed by an independent expert, using the 
EN13859-1&2 W1 classification system for watertightness. 
Each specimen was exposed to a 20cm water column for 2 
hours to measure not only whether any leakage occurred, 
but how much, over what surface area and how quickly. 

This established, in crucial and revealing detail, precisely how 
well each underlay withstood water after 5 to 10 years in a 
roof, or, in the case of Tyvek®, for more than 20 years. Please 
visit the updated page about these ageing tests, which 
includes a short video, for a summary of the findings.  http://
tyvek.construction.dupont.com/rooftest 

For more information about Tyvek® in the UK please visit 
www.construction.tyvek.co.uk or call 01275 337660 (087 
922 2740 in ROI)

Independent water column tests demonstrated how well ‘real life aged’ membranes maintained watertightness

RCM First, And Currently Only Approved Stockist Of 
Rockpanel (FS-Xtra) 
RCM, Roofing and Cladding Materials Ltd, a specialist in complete through 
wall solutions, are delighted to be the first, and currently only stockist of A2 
Rockpanel (FS-Xtra) in the UK.  RCM are now able to offer Rockpanel (FS-
Xtra) in a selection of colours directly from stock.

Made from compressed mineral wool, originating from basalt, Rockpanel 
has the strength and durability of stone, yet the workability of wood. The 
addition of this ‘stone-based’ cladding further enhances RCM’s already 
extensive facades offering.  Recent supplied projects by RCM have included 
the University of West England in Bristol, where over 1,000m² of Rockpanel 
Metallics were supplied to newly built high-quality student accommodation 
on the Frenchay campus.

Rockpanel is suitable for use as exterior cladding, applications along the 
roofline and for building detailing.  It has the fire rating A2, which is ideally 
suited for applications where high levels of fire performance are desirable or 
mandatory.  The number of colours and finishes to choose from is huge and 
RCM are now able to deliver four of the most popular colours (Signal Grey, 
Anthracite Grey, Dusty Grey and Pure White) directly from its Staffordshire 
warehouses.  It brings with it a great benefit to RCM’s customers by 
shortening lead times for these stock items, thus improving the service RCM 
are able to offer. 

As well as choosing one of these stock colours,  RCM are also able to supply 
the full 50 standard colours with an additional 100 special colours, including 
a further 10 Rockpanel ranges, which include Woods, Metallics, Stones, Uni, 
Ply, Natural, Chameleon, Brilliant, Lines and Premium.

“It is a pleasure to announce RCM as a stockist of Rockpanel. Being able 
to stock four of the most popular colours means that we will be able to 
supply our customers much faster with the facades. This will reduce wasted 
time and allows RCM to become more efficient in the long run. Many great 
UK based projects have used Rockpanel in the past, endorsing  the quality 
and sustainability of this fire safe exterior cladding from Rockpanel., not to 
mention the huge choice of colour finishes.”   (Ian Quinton, RCM Managing 
Director)

A good example of the full range can be seen on RCM’s website –
www.buildingboards.co.uk/products/rcm-rockpanelfacades/          
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UK’s Oldest Tile Factory Secures 3D Digital Research Funding To 
Embrace New Technologies

The UK’s oldest working ceramic tile producer is looking to embrace advanced, 3D technologies to 
tailor its heritage tile-making skills to the requirements of contemporary installations. In so doing, it 
is looking to secure a future for the age-old British craft of handcrafted tile-making. Craven Dunnill 
Jackfield, established in 1872, has teamed up with the Centre for Fine Print Research at University of 
West of England (UWE Bristol) in a Knowledge Transfer Partnership (KTP) and secured funding for 
the 27-month project.
Craven Dunnill Jackfield has been manufacturing tiles for over 140 years and today is best known for 
its traditional tile-making skills, manufacturing handcrafted tiles for major restoration projects such 
as The Palace of Westminster, St. George’s Hall in Liverpool and London Underground.
In recent years, its unique skill-set has also been successfully applied to creating contemporary 
ceramic installations, such as the vast murals at the Olympic Park and manufacturing ornate, three-
dimensional wall tiles for the hospitality sector. 
Award-winning projects include faience bar fronts for the Blues Kitchen chain of bars and feature 
walls for Jamie Oliver’s Barbecoa. It is this appetite for combining the appeal of heritage tile 
manufacture with contemporary installations which has inspired this unique KTP programme.
Craven Dunnill Jackfield prides itself on the authenticity of the tiles it produces for restoration 
projects, which emulate those of the Victorian era. 
Whether encaustic, geometric or relief tiles, it continues to use many production techniques that 
date back to the late 19th century. These include hand-modelling and the use of original master 
moulds, over a hundred years old, to ensure the true underlying shape of a tile is reproduced, despite thick, uneven glazes and crazed surfaces.
Adrian Blundell, Production Director at Craven Dunnill Jackfield is heading up the KTP, working alongside Dr David Huson and Dr Peter Walters 
at UWE Bristol, to develop and implement 3D scanning and printing technologies which will complement the hand-made nature of the 
product.  www.cdjackfield.com  

Rinnai’s Eye-Catching 
Rugby League Sponsorship - 
For All The Right Reasons

As one of the UK’s leading manufacturing 
suppliers of commercial hot water heating 
systems, Rinnai has solidified sponsorships 
with similarly industry competitive 
partners, including the Super League 
Club, the Widnes Vikings.  Striking a more 
novel tone, Rinnai’s name appears on the 
backside of players shorts.

“Rinnai is a worldwide brand name in its field and has taken some major global sponsorships – including the Queensland Reds, 
The World Club World Cup event held January this year in Tokyo, the World Ice Skating Championships and the US Nascar 
competition held in Daytona, Las Vegas and other major American venues.
It is certainly different, but works incredibly well for us and Widnes Vikings”, says Rinnai Operations chief Chris Goggin. “The 
sponsorship takes the form of the Rinnai logo and brand name on the back of the playing shorts. This is the first time both 
parties have taken this unconventional but innovative style of sports sponsorship.
“We are absolutely delighted to take a very active sponsorship with Widnes Vikings. We, as Rinnai, share a common belief in 
approach and values of excellence, innovation and responsibility to the wider community”, adds Chris Goggin.
That belief translates directly into the economic and reliable solutions for installers, specifiers and end users’ installers or all 
domestic and commercial hot water heating and delivery needs in Rinnai’s comprehensive range. Maintaining A rated energy 
efficiencies, temperature accurate water supplies their electronically controlled continuous flow gas fired units and systems are 
the product off choice within the UK. www.rinnaiuk.com

Easy to fit 
and service

Made in the 
UK

Saves time, 
money & water

 

SMART CONTROLS FOR 
YOUR URINAL PROJECT

NEW DUDLEY KINETIC® - INTELLIGENT 
URINAL FLUSHING CONTROL

    The easiest control to set up  

    Digital precision for maximum savings

    Reduce water use by 80%

    Aesthetically pleasing 

  Call 0121 530 7000 or visit 
www.dudleybathroomproducts.co.uk

£

 Building Innovations - Kinetic - Full Page - January.indd   1 26/01/2018   11:15:41
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Domestic Smoke Alarms – although effective - used to be pretty basic 
affairs; until recently that is.  The technology now used in Smoke Alarms 
has resulted in improved response and resistance to false alarms, wireless 
alarm interconnection for minimum disruption, the ability to connect 
Smoke Alarms to other lifesaving systems, data extraction facilities and a 
raft of valuable system add ons such as alarm control switches, to name but 
a few.  Standards, regulations and best practice are also changing regularly 
to keep up with the latest alarm technologies and, with devolved power, 
the different nations that make up the UK often have their own set of 
requirements.

Keeping up to date with the latest developments is essential if you are to 
provide the best protection for residents of a property.  Training has a vital 
role to play here and not just for contractors, but for anyone involved in 
alarm specification.  

Smoke Alarm manufacturers are clearly best placed to advise you of the 
latest features in their own products, but it’s essential any training scheme 
you decide upon goes beyond that to look at best practice and relevant 
standards and regulations.  In the case of domestic fire alarm systems, 
training should cover British Standard BS 5839-6:2013 and Building 
Regulations; Smoke Alarm system categories & grades; Smoke Alarm sensor 

types; and system installation, including alarm interconnection options.  An 
overview of Carbon Monoxide standards and legislation would also be very 
beneficial.  Ideally, the training scheme should have a means of advising 
you of changes to these, as and when they are made.

Of course, time taken off for learning means time away from work so the 
training has to meet your specific requirements and be delivered in a 

suitable way.  Look for modular training programmes which make it easier 
to get the exact training you need, be it standards and regulations or alarm 
system design.  

Deliverability of that training is also a consideration.  Onsite training should 
be one option as it’s convenient, but visiting a dedicated training centre 
could offer you a more submersive, valuable experience without the day to 
day to distractions you’re bound to experience when holding training on 
your own premises.  Aico also offers an in between option with our Mobile 
Training & Demonstration Units which essentially deliver a mini training 
centre to your door.

Our understanding of fire safety and the technologies employed are 
developing and changing faster than ever before.  Did you know, for 
example, that you can now easily integrate a domestic Smoke Alarm system 
with a Sprinkler System?  Keeping up to date is essential if you are to 
provide the best possible protection; from a personal perspective it’s also 
rewarding to know that you are ahead of the curve!

Aico, the market leader in residential fire and CO protection in the UK, runs 
the free Expert Installer CPD accredited domestic alarm training scheme.  
www.aico.co.uk/ expert-installer

www.aico.co.uk/ expert-installer

FIRE SAFETY: 
BE A ‘KNOW 
IT ALL’!

Author: Andy Speake, National Technical Manager, Aico Ltd.

Chris Goggin of Rinnai looks at the way to the future, for installers, 
specifiers and end-users, with an online and fully digitalised approach to 
trading in today’s world.

Today’s world is driven by fingertip operation on a computer, Smartphone, 
tablet – or even a watch.  ‘Digitalisation’ has interrupted and reset the way 
all businesses of all sizes operate. ‘Digitalisation’ is simply the integration 
of digital technologies into all seconds, minutes and hours of everyday 
life. It dictates, virtually all communications between installers and their 
customers – and suppliers. If a business chooses not to embrace the 
opportunities of digitalisation and remains in a state of denial then it is 
highly likely to be left behind and fall away from competitors. The evidence 
is here - the rise and rise of online purchasing has already accounted for 
major names in retailing going into administration and ceasing to trade. 

Online buying is now across multiple device formats, along with the 
streamlining of product or service information available to consumer bases.  
The world is now digital. Finding the ways of employing and utilising this 
new digital space is key in maintaining a competitive edge within your 
sector of plumbing and heating installation and contracting market.
 

The leading manufacturing companies are creating online contact points, 
information and support services that are fully digitalised and accessible 
on any device. Tailoring this information so that it is personalised to target 
customers, geographically and demographically, is a strong and advanced 
method of ensuring complete service offerings, in a streamlined and 
effective way.
 
And the benefits? Time and cost efficiency 
dramatically increases in talking to anyone involved 
in the supply chain. It gives a platform to engage 
with manufacturers at any time of day and from any 
site.

For specifiers and consultants who need reliable 
products and information, engaging with a fully 
digitalised manufacturer, with integrated BIM shelf 
and associated sales support as a core competency, 
will deliver this without question.
 
For end users, too, this accessibility leads to peace of 
mind. A digitalisation strategy is, at its core, aiming 
to ensure the customer is central to company thinking 
and long-term goals. Competing in the new wider, 
and online, industry requires the most advanced, 
personalised and hassle-free offering to the end user in this manner is 
extremely important.
 
Brand knowledge and trust now requires transparency and direct 
accountability, and so Twitter and other social media platforms, are also 
a key area for engagement and information flow. Social media enables 
interaction and mediation with emergent groups (even regular online 

reviews which can be both good and bad!) while enhancing and protecting 
a reputation.

Author: Chris Goggin, Rinnai

www.rinnaiuk.com

ONLINE AND IN 
TOUCH – THE 
DIGITAL WAY 
AHEAD
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Key Considerations
So, you’ve come to the 
decision that keys are out 
and an Electronic Access 
Control system will better 
serve your organisation.  
Before green lighting 
the move, it’s important 
you engage all potential 
stakeholders in the 
decision making process 
as different people within 
the organisation will have 
differing requirements; the 
choice of system will be 
directly impacted by this.

You also want to look to the future.  Are there plans in place or talk of 
expansion and if so in what way?  Is your organisation looking to employ 
more people or maybe you are looking to consolidate and move all staff to 
one site; will there be extra buildings on site or will existing buildings be 
extended; will activities within these buildings change at all?  This applies 
to organisations of all sizes and, if anything, is even more important to 
smaller ones looking to grow as many stand alone one door Access Control 
Systems cannot be expanded to cover other doors.  A scalable Access 
Control system will allow you to expand the system and add features as 
you grow.  Even if there are no plans for change right now, I would always 
recommend a scalable system as it’s future proof.  STANLEY Security Access 
Control systems are all scalable, from two to 2000 doors.

Lastly, ensure building compliance codes are considered, particularly in 
relation to fire systems.

Types of System
Swipe card based systems are pretty 
much a thing of the past and have been 
replaced by proximity systems where 
you present a card or tag at a reader 
without needing to touch it.  These are 
by far the most popular types of systems 
as they can be relatively inexpensive in 
terms of capital outlay.  There’s no wear 
and tear on these components so they 
are reliable and ongoing maintenance 
costs are low, plus the flow of pedestrian 
traffic is not impeded.  They are particularly suitable for sites where there is 
a higher level of dirt and dust than usual, for obvious reasons. 

However, be aware that proximity systems do have the ongoing cost of 
issuing and managing tags/cards.  To avoid that you could look at a 
biometric based system instead.  Most organisations automatically associate 

biometrics with big bucks, but not so!  Whilst a biometric system involves a 
larger capital outlay the ongoing costs are minimal so it balances out over 
a relatively short period of time.

One of the newest systems to arrive, that you may not be familiar with, 
is the smartphone-based Access Control system.  Designed to be quick 
and simple to use, these systems also remove the need for cards and tags 
with users gaining access via their smartphones through an App.  Our own 
Stanley OneDoor can be used with existing STANLEY Access Control products 
and rolled out to an entire building in under one hour, without the need 
for any new hardware. Instead, there is a competitively priced monthly 
subscription fee per door, with unlimited users.  Highly flexible, the system 

is secured with bank-level encryption and can also be used with traditional 
cards and tags where required.

There are also environmental benefits to be had from both biometric and 
smart phone based system as plastic cards and tags become a thing of the 
past. 

What Makes for an Effective Simple System?
Firstly, let’s get one thing out in the open: whilst cost-effective Access 
Control systems are perfectly possible, what you don’t want is a cheap one 
that isn’t very secure.  Often cards or tokens for low cost systems can be 
easily cloned within a few seconds by devices which are readily available 
online.  This clearly compromises your security.

That’s what you don’t want, but what are the positive things to look for that 
will provide you with a simple yet effective Access Control system?

Stand alone systems are 
ideal if you have just one 
or two doors to control and 
will do the job at hand.  
Any more than this and you 
need to go up a level and 
opt for a software based 
system.  You don’t want to 
be paying for an array of 
advanced features that you 
don’t need, so ensure the 

system allows you to buy a basic package that you can add to if and when 
the need arises.

There really are an array of features that come with software based systems 
– far too many for me to list here – but one aspect that is very useful is an 
audit trail, which enables you to view and document who has been on site 
and in what areas.  

When it comes to hardware, you want robust readers and electronic locks 
that stand the text of time.  The locks have the most wear and tear, and will 
require maintenance, so check if your security provider offers service and 
maintenance packages and what those cover.

If you have an intruder alarm system in place, check to see if existing cable 
can be used (8 core alarm cable) as this could save you a few bob also.

Lastly, check to see if finance options are available.  Some companies 
now offer security systems on a rental basis.  STANLEY Assure – STANLEY 
Security’s rental finance solution – for example, provides an affordable 
means of upgrading a complete security system and removes the need to 
justify and raise significant capital outlay in a depreciating asset.  

Electronic Access Control systems are a highly effective, affordable security 
option and, if you pick the right system, can grow and adapt with your 
business.  Be realistic about what you want from the system and don’t get 
carried away by all the clever features and add ons.  Remember, you don’t 
need a sledgehammer to crack a nut!  Sometimes, Simple is Best.

STANLEY Security has decades of experience designing and installing 
effective Access Control systems in a broad range of industries. Its range 
of Access Control solutions include STANLEY NT500, Paxton, PLAN and the 
new Stanley OneDoor.

Andy Wray, General Manager SME for STANLEY Security, looks at how simple 
Access Control systems can sometimes be the better option than those with 
all the bells and whistles.

When it comes to most SMEs, their security requirements are often straight 
forward.  On the whole they want to protect their premises and the people 

and equipment within them, mostly from damage or theft.  Of course, each 
organisation’s individual requirements will vary widely within this basic 
framework, which makes each security installation unique.  One thing that 
many have in common though is the use of Electronic Access Control as 
it remains one of the most cost-effective methods of securing a building.

There’s a huge array of Access Control systems on the market, with an 
even wider array of features and functions, so determining what type of 
system best suits your needs can seem overwhelming.  Whilst there is most 
definitely a place for highly sophisticated Access Control systems to meet 
complex customer needs (such as numerous access points across multiple 
sites and a large number of users with varying security clearances), more 

often than not a straightforward, reliable, easy to use Access Control system, 
minus all the bells and whistles, does the job.  And is highly affordable to 
boot!

Ultimately a good security installer will recommend the right system to 
meet your needs and site, but it helps to have a basic understanding of 
Access Control and what you should consider.

Electronic Access Control Explained
As the name implies, an Access Control system controls who enters your 
site/building and specific areas within those premises and at what time.  It 
should not impede the flow of authorised people but must keep the wrong 
people out.

Electronic Access Control systems have replaced the traditional key and lock 
in many commercial properties (and even in some domestic ones) as they 
are more secure, flexible and considerable easier to manage if there are a 
number of access points.

Whilst Electronic Access Control uses a lock as part of the system, that is 

where the similarities with ‘old school’ keys end.  A typical Access Control 
system consists of:
•	 Electric door lock hardware
•	 Readers, fitted close to doors, that will release the door lock if the 

correct data is presented to them.  This data could be contained in a 
proximity token or could be biometric, i.e. a body part

•	 Access control panels 
•	 Software to manage and control the system, plus in some cases a 

dedicated Access Control server computer 
•	 Cabling

www.stanleysecurity.co.uk

SIMPLY 
THE 
BEST

Author: Andy Wray, General Manager SME for STANLEY Security,
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Technical Director for Sto UK, Gary Bundy, takes a look at some of the latest 
advances for façade paints, and examines the potential they offer to create 
exciting new appearances for today’s buildings. 

Although great consideration is given to the overall appearance of our 
buildings, the paint or surface finish that will be used is often the poor 
relative that is overlooked in the quest to find the right cladding and 
render system for a project. This really should not be the case though. Paint 
finishes deserve just as much consideration, as the results they achieve are 
often surprising. Given the major advances in paint and finish technologies 
made in recent years, there has never been a better time to take a fresh 
look at this important area. 

The natural look
Surprisingly perhaps, the world of nature has provided the inspiration for 
some of these advances. For example, a façade paint is now available which 
creates a surface modelled on the shell of the fog-basking beetle. The shell 
uses special micro textures which are highly efficient in simultaneously 
repelling water and channeling it away. By using a special composition of 
binding agents and filler material, this façade paint recreates this action 
on the surface of the building. The result is that the surface repels water 
rapidly and allows the building façade to dry out very quickly. This also 

prevents the growth of the micro-organisms which can lead to unsightly 
staining and marking.  
  
This intelligent technology paint is also able to offer great creative 
freedom to the building designer, as it is available in a very wide range 

of colours. This opens 
up new possibilities for 
the creation of fresh and 
inspiring building façades, 
and by providing a high 
level of colour stability 
this type of paint also 
ensures that those façades 
will keep their good looks 
for many years. 

Natural roots 
This is not the only type of façade paint that has its roots in the natural 
world though. The task of maintaining the appearance of building façades 
can seem to be relentless, but once again a naturally-inspired, dirt-removing 
façade paint is on hand to help out.  

This paint uses the same ‘self-cleaning’ effect which is found on the 
lotus plant, and the resulting ‘lotus-effect’ forces rainwater to run off the 
building façade in droplets, washing any particles of dirt or debris from the 
surface in the process. This reliable dirt-removing process helps maintain 
the original appearance of the surface for far longer than a conventional 
alternative. This benefit is not restricted to new-build projects either. The 
paint can be used on both old and new external render substrates, allowing 
each type to effectively be washed clean every time it rains.

Dark dangers
Alternative colour options are another area where today’s advanced façade 
paints can make major contributions to the building design process. To take 
just one example, the task of adding a very dark render finish to external 
wall insulation has traditionally been extremely difficult, almost to the 
point of being impossible. The problem lies when the render absorbs solar 
heat, and it can often reach temperatures of up to 80°C, which then causes 
the render to suffer from dimensional instability and cracking. 

Fortunately, a façade paint is available today which provides the solution 
to this long-standing problem. It uses special black pigments which 
reflect much of 
the solar energy in 
the invisible near-
infrared spectrum. 
So, although the 
render surface 
might be a very dark 
colour, it will remain 
relatively cool. This 
protects both the 
render itself and the 
insulation it covers 
from the damaging 
extremes of thermal stress. As a result, the thermal limits, which have 
previously inhibited the use of dark coloured render designs for buildings, 
are effectively eliminated, allowing architects and designers to give free 
reign to their creative talents. 

New solutions such as these illustrate the fact that the options available 
for modern façade paints are now almost unlimited. If architects and 
designers work with a manufacturer who is a proven specialist in this area, 

the possibilities for creating eye-catching, attractive and practical building 
designs are virtually unlimited, and the resulting building façades are also 
protected from the effects of weather and deterioration.

Author: Gary Bundy, Technical Director, Sto UK

www.sto.co.uk

HOW FAÇADE 
PAINTS HAVE 
TAKEN ON A 
WHOLE NEW 
LOOK
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Call: +44 (0)1376 518037 

ROOMS

BROUGHT TO

LIFE

Make 
your space 
the place

Commercial use for walls, decorative 
panels, doors, architrave and furniture. 
A range of superbly styled interior films 
which will bring any room to life.

interior film
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Matrix Medium Basin’s Curved Edge And Smooth Grab Handles 
Give Support For Elderly Users

When planning and installing a bathroom for the elderly, the inclusion of 
a specialist hand basin is a “must have”.  The Matrix Medium basin from 
bathroom experts Pressalit Care provides invaluable support for the elderly 

and for those in a wheelchair 
thanks to two grab handles 
smoothly cast into the front 
of the basin. These handles 
provide a welcome grip for 
people transferring in or out 
of a wheelchair, and a safe 
and secure support for those 
standing.
 The inward curve of the 
basin’s front edge allows the 
user to lean into the tap and 

reach it easily, whilst the shallow bowl gives plenty of space for wheelchair 
maneuverability. 
This is a wide basin, that has profiled raised edges to prevent water spillages 
over the side. The flat surface around the bowl provides an additional ledge 
for support, or indeed makes an ideal space for the storage of personal 
toiletries. 
To aid all important hygiene control, as well as adding to the aesthetics 
of the design, the Matrix Medium has all its plumbing installed into the 
discreet, concealed unit, shielding the pipework from dust, dirt or bacteria.  
The Pressalit Care Matrix Medium is a height adjustable basin, operated by 
integrated power buttons on the front of the bowl.  Simple and intuitive, the 
red buttons on white are easy to see and use.   www.pressalit.com

COMPAC’s technological marble is an engineered stone composite which 
has the look and feel of real marble but offers so much more. Containing   
a high percentage of natural marble mixed with resins, COMPAC’s 
technological marble has the beauty and hardness of marble but its 
resistance to impact and breakage is much greater owing to its enhanced 
flexibility. It has a wonderful consistent, uniform appearance and can be 
fitted to large surfaces without breaks or differences in colour tone being 
noticeable.

Its porosity is practically zero therefore absorption of water and other 
liquids is minimal- offering a hygienic product that is both easy to clean 
and maintain. It is a versatile too with a wide range of colours, textures and 
sizes available. It can be used on kitchen and bathroom floors, walls, vanity 
tops, building façades, staircases, fireplaces and on high footfall surfaces 
such as hotels, airports, rail stations, shopping malls, public buildings, etc.
www.compac.es

Marble From Compac –Combining Colours And Textures That Convey Sensations…..Naturally

CCL Wetroom’s Linear Screed Drain With 55mm Lo-Seal Trap 

The demand for effective shallow drainage systems in today’s modern 
residential builds has never been greater.  As floor depths are being 
squeezed to below 100mm, it is becoming more important than ever to find 
certified shallow drainage solutions that can meet strict building regulations 
whilst achieving 
the correct 
waste tolerances 
on-site.  
Designed to be 
installed in the 
shallowest of 
floor depths, the 
BBA approved 
Linear Screed 
Drain from CCL Wetrooms with 55mm Lo-Seal Trap technology can deliver 
on both. 
The unique waterless trap allows the drain to be easily installed in any 
situation. The drain body is mechanically fixed to the slab, whilst the in-built 
height adjustment allows the outlet to be set at the desired height to allow a 
sufficient gradient within the waste pipe, usually 15mm per metre.
Designed as the central element of the Linear Screed Drain, the unique 
Lo-Seal waterless trap at a cutting- edge depth of only 55mm, has been 
developed specifically for use in wetroom construction projects with screed 
depths of below 70mm. 
Made from tough Acrylonitrile Butadiene Styrene (ABS), the trap contains a 
self-sealing mechanism, which locks into position, keeping the trap sealed 
when not in use.
www.ccl-wetrooms.co.uk/me-services 
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Salice Hinges Are Smooth Operators For Hammonds
Salice UK are delighted to have been appointed by 
Hammonds, the UK’s leading fitted furniture company, to 
supply their hinges for installation within their Bedroom and 
Office furniture ranges.

For over 90 years, Hammonds have been providing 
their customers with high quality, beautifully designed 
fitted furniture solutions which are built with premium 
performance in mind.  One such example that sets 
Hammonds’ furniture apart is that they fit more hinges 
than others on its doors. By teaming up with Salice, who 
are respected as the pioneers for soft-close and concealed 
hinges, they are certain of the very highest levels of 
innovation and product performance.

Salice Silentia 105o soft close hinge features a shallow cup 
depth of only 12mm, permitting the use of this hinge in 
doors with even deep edge profiles. Specifically designed to 
combine functionality and style, Silentia provides silent and 
smooth closing action for all types of furniture doors and 
is available for the full range of applications - angled, wide 
opening and blind corner specification.

Also being supplied by Salice is their Silentia 155° zero 
protrusion hinge, featuring a soft-close mechanism which, 
like the 105o hinge, is fully integrated. Zero protrusion 
hinges allow full access to the internal width of the cabinet, 
essential when using pull-out shelves or accessories. Salice’s 
zero protrusion hinge has a cup depth of 13.5mm and is 
available in all major drilling patterns and fixing systems.

Hammonds Purchasing / R&D commented “We were of 
course aware that Salice develop industry leading hinges, 
but in addition, they were able to assure us of reliability in 
terms of delivery and customer service, vital factors that 
helped us to appoint them as our preferred hinge supplier 
for our bedroom and office ranges”.

For further information on the Salice product range please 
telephone 01480 413831, email info.salice@saliceuk.co.uk or 
visit www.saliceuk.co.uk

Surfacing News From David Clouting
The success of Interior Film from surface material 
providers, David Clouting now extends from shop 
fitting to specialist interior contractors and designers 
...and its popularity and range of applications 
continues to grow.

Interior Film manufactured by LG Hausys, is an 
innovative self-adhesive, decorative film, quick and 
easy to install. It’s so versatile it can be applied to 
almost any interior surface including: wood, metals, 
plasterboard, plastics and even melamine. 

This enables feature walls, office doors, furniture, 
skirting and architrave to be attractively and quickly 
refurbished at a fraction of the cost it would take to 
replace them.

Interior Film was recently used to refurbish the internal 
walls of a specialist hospital ward, a business centre, 
an apartment kitchen refurbishment, a reception area 
and even a luxury yacht. 

Offering excellent flexibility and adhesion, Interior Film 
provides the perfect finish, even to curved or complex 
shapes. 
Easy to clean and maintain Interior Film is hardwearing 
and remains stable if exposed to heat, humidity or low 
temperatures.

Air free technology enables Interior Film to be easily 
applied to give a superb bubble free
surface.

Available in a range of over 400 designs and finishes, 
Interior Film is CE and IMO Certified so can be 
specified with confidence across a wide range of 
applications.
www.davidclouting.co.uk
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Circoflopro – Bespoke Kits To Suit Any Size UFH Installation

CircofloPro has responded to changing demand from the plumbing and professional 
heating installer market by refining its trade offering – including the launch of a 
new website www.circoflopro.co.uk – making it simpler and more cost effective to 
purchase underfloor heating kits to suit individual projects.   The bespoke new service 
is set to revolutionise a sector where professionals have had to purchase standard size 
kits covering specific floor areas, frequently leading to waste and unnecessary cost 
increases for end users. By contrast, CircofloPro presents a more flexible approach 
to sizing, while also responding to various technical requirements through the use of 
very high quality systems developed by UFH specialist, Timoleon. 

The Staple system is quick to fix in place and is intended to be covered by a 
conventional screed as is Cliprail, considered ideal for retrofit work. Then CircoBoard 
is fabricated from hardboard and polystyrene insulation for fitting between first floor 
joists. FloFloor is a floating floor option, while LowDeck can be selected to maximise 
available headroom. The final systems, TileDeck, has been developed in conjunction 
with a leading industry supplier to accept ceramic tile finishes. Board dimensions are 

800 x 330mm.  Aside from being well engineered and based on the manufacturer’s widely used core range, the CircofloPro systems also share a single 
12mm pipe diameter.  This not only helps reduce the overall installation depth, which can be crucial in retrofit situations, but also offers enhanced benefits 
in terms of thermal performance. Whereas most rival UFH systems rely on a pipe spacing of 200mm, CircofloPro cuts this to just 133mm: with the flexibility 
of the 12mm pipe facilitating rapid installation of tighter curves, while potentially increasing output by 35% for the same flow temperature. 

In addition, CircofloPro kits will typically make use of multiple, smaller manifolds, avoiding the congestion of pipework associated with connecting long 
runs back to a single point. The kits also include the wiring centre, mixing unit, and a programmable LCD screen thermostat for setting temperatures over a 
seven day period.
www.circoflopro.co.uk 

Domus Ventilation Adds Further MEV Unit To CMX Range

Domus Ventilation - formerly known as Polypipe Ventilation – has expanded 
its CMX range of Mechanical Extract Ventilation (MEV) units with the launch 
of the CMX-MULTI, an extremely compact and highly energy-efficient 
centralised MEV for use in apartments and small to medium sized houses. 

The CMX-MULTI has been 
engineered to extract indoor 
pollution and draw moisture-
laden air out of wet zones, such 
as kitchens and bathrooms, 
depositing it outside for greatly 
improved indoor air quality and 
environmental comfort.  Where 
the CMX-MULTI differs from 
other MEVs is its small size, 
ease of installation and energy 
efficiency.  The CMX-MULTI-H 
comes complete with a run-on 

timer and ensures a comprehensive expansion of Domus Ventilation’s MEV 
range, answering market demand for humidistat control.
The only unit on the market at just 125mm in depth, the CMX-MULTI is 
small and lightweight enough to fit into a standard newbuild cupboard, 
as well as lofts and even small ceiling voids.  Its clever design allows for 
installation horizontally or vertically, ensuring ease of installation in limited 
or awkward spaces. Having three inlets makes for optimum performance 
as they reduce system pressure by serving multiple wet-rooms with minimal 
systems bends and t-pieces.
www.domusventilation.co.uk 

Cylinder Thermostat From ESi

ESi has developed a unique electronic dual Cylinder Thermostat that is a 
revolutionary new energy saving product. It is a direct and economical 
replacement for traditional mechanical dual cylinder thermostats. It 
offers real safety and 
energy saving benefits 
and provides accurate 
temperature control with a 
clear and informative LCD 
display.
Hot water can be stored at 
any temperature between 
25 and 65 degrees C. It 
has the added advantage 
of a weekly automatic 
one hour “boost” that 
can be set at a time that is 
best for the homeowners. 
This “boost” lifts the 
temperature of the water 
in the cylinder to above 60 degrees C to eradicate any legionella bacteria. 
This results in substantial energy saving compared to traditional systems 
storing the hot water at a constant 60 degrees C.
The clear LCD display on the unit shows the current water temperature and 
when adjusted, the set point temperature. And the weekly “boost” can be 
disabled or adjusted depending on the requirements of the home owner 
and the installation.
www.esicontrols.co.uk

Stelrad Partners With Newcastle Falcons

Stelrad Radiators has become Premiership rugby’s Newcastle Falcons 
principal partner. The two-year partnership, with an option for a third 
year, will see the company’s name and logo on the front of the Falcons’ 
playing shirts, with Newcastle looking to kick on from their best season in 
20 years.

Finishing fourth in last season’s Premiership, the Falcons’ home 
attendances in the competition grew 42% on the year before, Newcastle 
also reaching the semi-finals in both cup competitions.
Playing Heineken Champions Cup rugby this coming season for the first 
time in 14 years, the new principal partnership deal with Stelrad Radiator 
Group continues the flow of optimism around the club. Last year the 
Falcons had the Premiership Player of the Season, Director of Rugby of 
the Season and joint-top Try-Scorer of the Season as well as an average 
Premiership attendance of over 10,000 for the first time ever.   
www.stelrad.com

New Water Treatment Product Cuts Plastic Waste

The RedProtect© water treatment system from FLAMCO offers the 
heating industry the ideal opportunity to reduce the amount of plastic 
waste generated after use of the chemical, in line with global and local 

opinion on plastic waste in 
the environment. Compared 
to traditional liquid domestic 
heating chemicals, the 
RedProtect© system offers 
approximately an 84% 
reduction in plastic packaging 
content when compared to a 
traditional one litre chemical 
jerrycan and an approximately 
77% reduction in plastic when 

compared to a standard 0.5 litre chemical bottle. Of the 12.9 g of plastic 
in the RedProtect© product, all 100% is recyclable. As a solid product,  
Flamco can guarantee there will be no spilling and no leaks from the new 
RedProtect© range.   www.flamco-redprotect.com.

Nittan Awarded ISO 9001:2015 For High Quality Performance

Stanley Security Launches Stanley Onedoor Smartphone Based 
Access Control System With UK Startup Doordeck

Nuaire’s XBC Heat Recovery Unit A Godsend For St Albans 
Cathedral

With its focus set on innovation and quality, Nuaire had the XBC heat 
recovery unit ready as the ideal space saving solution when St Albans 
Cathedral started its expansion and refurbishment project. Prior to 
the refurbishment works, much of the Crypt and first floor Education 

spaces were naturally 
ventilated. However, 
the introduction of a 
new lift in the Chapter 
House meant that the 
original 1980s Crypt 
ventilation plant was 
left without means 
to deliver heat and 
ventilation to the 
largely windowless 
basement space.
Nuaire suggested its 
XBC heat recovery 

unit for the job as it catered to the challenge of fitting under the newly 
constructed elevated floor void, as space was a premium in the Cathedral. 
Being the shallowest on the market relative to air volume, XBC’s feature 
of low-depth made it ideal.  The XBC also has an integral condensate 
pump, which eliminates the need for a gravity drain or condensate drain 
trap.  Its built-in condensate pump enables the unit to be installed directly 
on top of the original 1980s sub-floor, avoiding permanent damage 
through drainage.  www.nuaire.co.uk
 

Nittan Europe, a leading manufacturer of conventional and addressable fire 
detection products, has been awarded ISO 
9001:2015 certification. This achievement 
marks Nittan’s ability to deliver high 
quality products and systems to market. 
The certification is based on a number of 
quality management principles such as 
strong customer focus, motivation and 
implication of top management, process 
approach and continual improvement within 
an organisation.  Nittan has adopted a 
very proactive approach for transitioning 
process as the ISO 9001:2015 will ensure 
that Nittan continues providing its customers 
with consistent, good quality products and 
services, whilst growing and evolving the 
business as a whole. www.nittan.co.uk

STANLEY Security has partnered with London-based security start-up 
Doordeck to launch the Stanley OneDoor smartphone-based access control 
system.  Stanley OneDoor can be used with existing STANLEY access 

control products and rolled out 
to an entire building in under one 
hour, without the need for any new 
hardware. Quick and simple to use, 
Stanley OneDoor removes the need 
for keycards and tags and all the 
management and associated costs 
that entails.  Instead, users gain 
access via their smartphones through 
the Stanley OneDoor App, ‘reading’ 

Stanley OneDoor tiles using either a QR code, via the app, or an NFC chip, 
just like Apple Pay and Google Pay.  Highly flexible, the system is secured 
with bank-level encryption and can also be used with traditional cards and 
tags where required.  www.stanleysecurity.co.uk/onedoor
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Glassolutions’ Installations Business Relaunches As FGS

Glassolutions’ Installation 
business has relaunched as 
Facades & Glazing Solutions UK 
Ltd (FGS) following its sale to 
private investment firm CoBe 
Capital. 
Officially trading from 1st 
August 2018, FGS will retain 
the full activities, assets and 
employees of the Glassolutions 
Installations business, now 
operating as an independent 
contracting, commercial glazing 
and insurance services business.  
Whilst FGS takes on the assets, 
activities and employees of an 
established business, there will 
be a transition period whilst it 

implements IT and system infrastructure to replace shared group services 
currently supplied by Saint-Gobain. 
The Rotherham-based business, which was formerly part of Glassolutions 
UK, has retained its existing team which has developed long-lasting, 
strategic relationships with some of the largest and most reputable 
companies in the country for more than 25 years. It will continue to operate 
throughout the UK, partnering with main contractors, leading insurers, 
facilities managers and property owners to provide a complete ‘glazing’ 
building life cycle solution.  www.fgs-uk.co.uk

Steel Window Association Welcomes Crittall

Crittall, the U.K.’s largest designer and 
manufacturer of steel windows and doors, has 
announced that it has joined the Steel Window 
Association (SWA) the industry trade body 
that represents the majority of UK producers 
in the sector.
The SWA supports its member companies with 
a wide-ranging service relating to product 
development, market research and promotion 
and the helps ensure that each member 
operates to the highest industry standards.
Commenting on the announcement Crittall 
Sales and Marketing Director Russell Ager said, 
“We are delighted to now be part of the SWA 

and look forward to working actively with other members in promoting the 
technical and aesthetic benefits associated with steel windows across the 
domestic, commercial and specialist security window markets ‘’.
Darren Lloyd, President, SWA, commented “The Steel Window association 
is pleased to welcome Crittall Windows into its 
membership; Crittall is a world-leading brand, 
manufacturing steel windows and doors to the 
very highest standards. We are looking forward 
to Crittall working with us to help develop new 
products, meet ever-changing building regulations 
and develop awareness in the construction 
industry of the need to appoint a trade accredited 
member to a project.”   www.crittall-windows.co.uk    
www.steel-window-association.co.uk

Schueco Slimline Façade System Offers Unrivalled Elegance 
And Performance

The compelling combination of extreme visual elegance and excellent 
thermal performance makes the ultra-slimline FWS 35 PD panorama design 
façade from Schueco UK the ideal 
system solution for low-rise, high-
end residential and commercial 
projects. A particularly attractive 
feature is the frameless glass-to-
glass corner option that eliminates 
the need for an intrusive corner 
profile by transferring the glass load 
directly onto the adjacent mullions. 
The result is wider unobstructed 
views from the inside and a sleek 
contemporary look from the outside. The FWS 35 PD façade is offered with 
a choice of two levels of insulation – .HI (highly insulated) or .SI (super-
insulated) – the latter being officially certified by the Passive House Institute 
with a Ucw value of 0.79 W/m2K.  mkinfobox@schueco.com

Create Transform Innovate
Designing doors is an art form which comes naturally at Vicaima. Blending 
on-trend colour tones and surface materials such as veneer, laminate and 
foil with lacquers and stains to elevate the simply to surprising.   Capturing 
truly fresh ideas that have the ability to harmonize with an existing theme or 
completely transform their surroundings. 

Among the many recent creations to make the leap from drawing board 
to reality are two new additions to Vicaima’s Exclusive range. The Ex20 
collection blends the purity of white, acting like a canvas to off-set striking 
and modern grain patterns, forming a door which is almost abstract art.  
This collection presents no less than five models and offers a choice of 
grained tones, including Dark Ebony, Bleached Oak and Zebrano in both 
Golden and Rouge.

For designers and specifiers looking for a more geometric style, the Ex70 
collection displays multiple grain directions intersected by a commanding 
jet black and curved groove.  These real Ash veneered doors come in four 
models and are stained in a choice of contemporary tones, which include 
Warm Umber, Dark Taupe and Charcoal Brown; making them perfect for 
modern environments   

Of course innovation is 
not only confined to the 
appearance of a Vicaima 
door. The beauty of these 
products go far more 
than skin deep. With 
manufacturing expertise 
that has been honed for 
almost 60 years, Vicaima 
performance solutions in 
acoustics, security and of course fire doors, are widely recognised in the 
industry as a benchmark to which many aspire. This and Vicaima’s suitability 
for multiple locations makes them an ideal choice for luxury living, hotels 
and commercial applications.     

If you would also like to know more about Vicaima’s latest collections or 
indeed any of the design and performance solutions provided, visit the 
website www.vicaima.com. Alternatively call 01793 532333 today. 

Comar 7P.i LS+  It’s A Lift Slide Life For Us

Now it’s time to lift and slide Comar's product range with Comar 7Pi 
LS+. Innovative lift and slide gearing provides smooth operation for door 
configurations up to 12 metres wide and 3 metres high, creating true glazed 
sliding walls. From one system Comar 7P.i LS+ provides delivered solutions, 
for the summer months maximise the opening space with the three-track 
slider which creates two thirds clear opening, whilst in the winter the lowest 
U-values keep out the cold.

Innovation comes from Comar 7P.i LS+ offering unique solutions from one 
system, which means that with the same profiles you can provide lift slide 
or straight rolling gear, standard or slim interlock, enhanced performance 
with the inclusion of thermal foam and double or triple track configurations. 
Optional slim interlocks maximise the homeowners view out when the doors 
are in the closed position keeping the slim sightlines of Comar 7Pi LS+ doors 
with the reassurance of the lowest U-values, so even in winter daylighting 
is maximised and warmth assured.  For a standard CEN size set of doors 
U-values are down to 1.4 with a 1.0 centre pane and using glass technology 
and Comar’s Enhanced Thermal Foam U-values of 0.74 are achievable.

The real advantage of this system is it’s smooth and easy lift operation, it’s 
ease of operation for sliding doors means that there is no alternative; it really 
is a lift slide life for all members of the family.  Another advantage is the 
ability to lock the door in an open position anywhere along the track which 
means that the homeowner can open the door for ventilation without the 
risk of small children and toddlers exiting the doors.   www.comar-alu.co.uk
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Impressive Entrance For Council Offices

comar5P.i ADVANCED

Comar’s Design Team brief was to specifically meet architectural demands; low 
U-values, matching slim sight lines for both the casement and tilt/turn windows, 
large glazing pocket for acoustic glass, Secured by Design and large sizes. For our 
fabrication and contractor partners, performance with built in fast-track fabrication 
and installation.   

The technology from the Comar 9P.i system has been incorporated into the Comar 5P.i 
window range. This ensures the Comar 5P.i Advanced Casement and Tilt/Turn window 
system integrates seamlessly into Comar 9P.i framing and creates the option for standalone 
high performance windows, up to 2.5m high with U-values as low at 0.77.  BIM Models 
available at Comar Partners: www.comar-alu.co.uk/login/.

Latest Thermal Break Technology Produces the  
Next Generation of Windows.

For more information about 
comar5P.i ADVANCED please contact us:

Tel:  0208 8685 9685
Email:  projects@parksidegroup.co.uk
Web:  www.comar-alu.co.uk 

Notes from the Comar 
design team...

The latest thermal 
break technology 
including foam.

Fast-track semi unitised 
construction for floor to 

ceiling glazing.

Windows hang direct from 
the Comar 9P.i Frame as 
well as rebated doors.

With thermal foam and 
triple glazing, U-values are 
reduced to 0.77, creating a 

future proof solution. 

BIM ready.

Large 62mm glazing 
pocket for acoustic 
or triple glazed glass.

Slim sight lines for 
both the casement 

and tilt/turn.

 ARCHITECTURAL  ALUMINIUM  SYSTEMS

As part of a major refurbishment project, TORMAX was contracted to install 
a prestigious automatic revolving door with automatic swing door to a local 
authority’s Civic Offices in Surrey.  The new entrance system provides clear 
and easy access for all staff and visitors whilst minimising heat loss from the 
building, making it a sustainable solution too.
“The combination of a revolving door with pass door is a perfect solution 
for busy council offices such as this one,” comments Simon Roberts, md for 
TORMAX.  “The majority of pedestrians will use the revolving door whilst the 
swing door allows for the delivery of bulky packages, easy access for less able 
users and those with buggies and prams.”
The Woking Borough Council Civic Offices have benefited from a significant 
internal renovation, regenerating both staff and public areas across the ground 
floor, providing several public services within the same location.   
The impressive three-wing automatic revolving door is driven by the powerful, 
high torque 5201 operator.  Precision engineered at the TORMAX HQ in 
Switzerland, the 5201 is a technologically advanced drive that delivers 
exceptional reliability year after year, thanks to impeccable design credentials that minimise maintenance requirements.  The swing 
door is powered by the TORMAX 1201 door drive which has similar reliability credentials and can be found installed in busy locations 
worldwide.
User friendly keypads for both entrances allow staff to adapt door movement to match foot traffic levels and weather conditions, 
minimising energy consumption and ensuring clear through-flow of pedestrians, at all times. The revolving door also features self-
monitoring sensors that automatically adjust door movement to compensate for external influences such as increased wind conditions, 
or a build- up of dirt for example.  If an emergency should lead to power failure, the revolving door can be used manually to ensure 
unrestricted egress.    www.tormax.co.uk

Crittall Windows Help Keep Troubled Youngsters Safe

A state-of-the-art residential unit for vulnerable children and adolescents in the North 
West of England features Crittall’s Fendor CleanVent security windows. Junction 17, 
designed by architects Gilling Dodd, was commissioned by Greater Manchester West 
Mental Health NHS Foundation Trust to provide facilities for the care of 24 inpatients 
aged between 13 and 17. The unit, at Prestwich, is a Tier 4 CAMHS (Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health Services) facility for young people with significant mental 
health needs and who may pose a high risk to themselves and others. Typical symptoms 
or conditions may include self-harming behaviour and psychosis.

For this reason, windows in rooms to which patients have access must have an anti-
ligature feature. Junction 17 has been designed with full input from the professional 
users of the building with the intention of providing a modern, uplifting and non-
institutional appearance. In addition to the inpatient accommodation there is an 
intensive care suite, therapy and activity spaces and a fully-equipped college and learning 
zone.The aluminium CleanVent windows specified complement this modern, non-
institutional feel while satisfying the anti-ligature requirements, meeting the security 
level of the building as well as providing natural ventilation. Crittall also supplied doors 
and curtain walling.

CleanVent is a unique, patented, sliding security window providing SecureLock access 
to the protected glazing behind the security mesh. The windows can be internally or 
externally opened depending on the security lever required. It has been developed as a 
direct result of feedback from NHS Trusts across the UK and following extensive research 
and testing. 

The Junction 17 facility has met with universal acclaim from staff, patients and families 
alike with the quality of the spatial design and healing environment attracting particular 
praise.  www.crittall-fendor.co.uk 
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The Rise Of Passivhaus
The basic principles of Passivhaus is its ability to reduce 
the permitted space heating demand and primary energy 
consumption.  This is achieved in several ways, but primarily 
by designing a building envelope with high insulation with 
minimal thermal bridging.  By adding the crucial element of 
fresh outdoor air being circulated with extensive heat recovery 
means that energy consumption is kept at a minimum.  The 
best use of natural daylight, including some solar gain, 
further enhances the energy savings in this unique form of 
construction. 

The BRE refer to the following functional definition of 
Passivhaus:  “A Passivhaus is a building, for which thermal 
comfort can be achieved solely by post-heating or post-
cooling of the fresh air mass, which is required to achieve 
sufficient indoor air quality conditions – without the need for 
additional recirculation of air.”

Passivhaus is best known for its ability to offer very low energy 
consumption homes, typically just15kWh/m2/year, but the 
concept is being used increasingly on commercial buildings in 
the UK.  It is claimed that the construction method can offer 
energy savings in use of up to 90% compared to current UK 
building stock.

One of the newest projects is the recently completed, 2,500 
m2 research facility for the University of Nottingham, providing 
laboratory, office and support accommodation for the UK 
Government Energy Research Acceleration Initiative, known as 
the ‘RAD’ Building (Research Acceleration & Demonstration) 
on the Jubilee campus. The building was constructed by 
Robert Woodhead construction of Nottingham and has been 
designed to achieve BREEAM Excellent and includes further 
extensive Passivhaus measures to reduce energy requirements.

High performance window, curtain wall and door systems 
from Aluprof UK have been used throughout the building 
offering very high levels of insulation.  Aluprof systems used 
were TT50 curtain wall & MB104 windows, the fabricator 
and installer of the fenestration was Commercial Systems 
International of Humberside.  On completion the building has 
been extensively tested and has gained the coveted Passivhaus 
certification.

But is the Passivhaus standard suitable for the UK’s temperate 
climate?  Since its introduction in Germany in the early 
1990’s, developed by Professors Bo Adamson of Sweden and 
Wolfgang Feist of Germany, there has been a great deal of 
discussion and standards revision to accommodate climatic 
conditions across Europe.  It was at the turn of the last century 
when a EU funded project demonstrated the construction of 
221 homes to the Passivhaus standard across four countries.  
Feedback and resident satisfaction proved the concept beyond 
doubt and today over 65,000 buildings have been designed, 
built and tested to the standard worldwide.

So how does Passivhaus cope with the high summer temperatures 
recently enjoyed in the UK?  As long as night time cooling is available, 
by use of natural ventilation, which cools the inside structure of the 
building, Passivhaus performs well virtually working in reverse.  On 
south facing walls there may be external shading devices to reduce solar 
gain and the very nature of the high insulation walls and fenestration, 
helps keep the heat out.

With the increasing levels of fuel poverty across the globe and the 
advancements in the key features of Passivhaus, such as developments 
in the Mechanical Ventilation and Heat Recovery (MVHR) units as well 
much higher thermal efficient aluminium systems window systems with 
triple glazing, such as supplied by Aluprof, construction has become 
more affordable and efficient.  Consequently over the last few years 
growth of Passivhaus in the UK has begun to flourish.

Aluprof UK’s head office and extensive distribution centre is located in 
Altrincham, Cheshire.  Aluprof systems are increasingly being specified 
on a wide range of residential and commercial projects across the UK 
including Passivhaus projects.  Systems are designed, fabricated and 
installed by selected, specially trained companies, to ensure each 
fabricated product meets the Aluprof exacting standards.

Further information is available on the company’s website at www.
aluprof.eu and specialist advice is available directly from Aluprof’s UK 
offices on 0161 941 4005.
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Hauraton Service 
Channels Keep Cables 
Safe But Accessible
Hauraton Limited, well known for their surface water drainage products, 
also offer three ranges of Service Channel suitable for use as sub-surface 
cable ducting for both indoor or outdoor locations including; sports 
venues, major stadiums, exhibition halls, factories, warehousing and 
container depots. The channels provide safe yet accessible installation of 
electrical and data cables.

Two ranges are based on the company’s one metre long fibre reinforced 
concrete channels, FASERFIX® SUPER and KS. The SUPER models 
incorporate a 40mm deep galvanised angled housings on their top edges 
allowing Class E600 ductile iron covers to be fitted. The KS models have a 
20mm deep galvanised angled housing and are available for Class C250 or 
where necessary E600.

The third range is based on Hauraton’s 
RECYFIX® PRO channel made from 100% 
recycled polypropylene. These have a 
20mm galvanised housing allowing Class 
C250 covers to be fitted. Weighing less 
than 25kg the PRO channels are suitable 
where easy handling is desirable.

With SUPER and KS models, the ductile iron covers are securely located 
into the housings by the company’s SIDELOCK fixing system. To access the 
cables, covers are easily removed using a large screwdriver at the appropriate 
leverage points. In practice, the SIDELOCK system has proved to be 90% 
quicker than any other fixing method available. Where necessary, covers can 
be bolted down. PRO models have bolt down covers as standard.

The popular nominal widths offered with Hauraton Service Channels are 
200mm and 300mm. These models incorporate a perforated steel galvanised 
cable tray that is suspended within the channel keeping the cables clear of 
any water that may access the channel. The water can then be safely drained 
away. 

Tim Connolly Managing Director at Hauraton explains, “Our company have 
gained invaluable expertise supplying Service Channels in to numerous 
buildings and venues including prestigious stadiums in many parts of the 
world. Architects, main contractors and ground-workers can request a 
hard copy of our new brochure illustrating the full range of channels by 
telephoning 01582 501380.

A PDF version is also available via www.hauraton.co.uk
For Case Studies featuring many Hauraton drainage products go to www.
drainage-projects.co.uk   

Give Your Garden The Edge On Sustainability 

become is taking the sustainability message to the great 
outdoors by launching a garden edging that is made from 100% 
recycled household plastic.  Eco Edge is the latest addition to 
the become portfolio to meet soaring demand for all-things 
sustainable from consumers, businesses and public-sector 
organisations. 
Driven in part by the phenomenal impact of publicity from 
the likes of Blue Planet, Eco Edge is on trend, lending itself to 
promotional messages that will strike an immediate chord with 
ever-more eco-aware customers. Eco Edge is stylish, strong and 
as easy to work with as wood, making it an ideal edging for 
virtually all types of gardens and landscaped public space. Unlike 
wood, however, it is rot-proof, and environment friendly, making 
it supremely cost-effective, flexible and long lasting. It suits the widest possible range of users and uses. 
They can also use Eco Edge to promote corporate social responsibility pledges on sustainability: Eco Edge delivers on all three golden goals of 
sustainability: 'Reduce, Reuse, Recycle'. 
Also, it delivers on almost every type of edging in the garden or public space, from lawn, borders, and paths to play areas or pond edges.  The 
products made from 100% recycled household plastic include Straight Eco Edge and Rolled Eco Edge. Straight Eco Edge is the perfect alternative to 
hardwood and is available in long, straight pieces for linear borders. 
Rolled Eco Edge comes on a roll for bends and slopes. The natural look of both makes them ideal for gardens and public spaces or more naturalistic 
landscapes. Eco Edge is available in dark grey and brown and is made from polyolefin, manufactured from recycled household plastic waste. Eco Edge 
is available in 10, 18 and 25 metre lengths, and all are 14cm deep and 0.7cm wide and can be worked in much the same way as wood - which means 
they can be easily sawn and screwed into, but they need no varnish, staining or preservative. 

Howe Green Bespoke Access Covers Fit For The 
Challenge At Underground Station

Howe Green Ltd, the UK’s leading manufacturer of fabricated metal floor, wall and ceiling 
access covers, has supplied over 850 specially designed and manufactured floor access 
covers for an underground station.
An access solution was required in order to provide safe, secure and easy access to 
building services concealed beneath the floor within an elevated concourse building.  The 
Howe Green bespoke duct covers were designed based on the 7500 Series Medium-
Duty Floor Access Covers.  With a 69mm depth the access covers were manufactured 

with an extra thick baseplate 
and reinforcements to meet the 
demands of what will be a highly 
trafficked area.  The access covers 
were installed by the award 
winning DMC Contracts Ltd and 
were infilled with two different types of flooring dependent upon their location. The main duct run 
in the station concourse uses Conservation Smooth pavings from Marshalls.  The access covers in the 
other areas of the station are infilled with Granazzo.
The 7500 Series is available as a single cover, duct run or as a multipart unit. A range of standard sizes 
can be delivered from stock. The covers can be supplied double-sealed to meet the highest standards 
of hygiene and security and fire rating options are available. The 7500 Series can withstand up to a 5 
tonne pneumatic wheel loading and is resistant to rust and corrosion.  www.bilcouk.co.uk.
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Bona Titan – A New Generation Of Powerful Adhesives
Bona, the wood floor experts, has launched Bona Titan, 
a new supreme performance, silane- based adhesive for 
high value projects, very wide or oversized solid wood 
boards - or any installation where the quality of the bond 
has to be guaranteed. 

Bona Titan contains Titanium Technology - a revolutionary 
new formula comprising quadruple crosslinking that 
delivers superior durability and an unbeatable initial bond 
speed - even under challenging subfloor conditions. 

Bona Titan can be specified with confidence to bond all 
types of wood flooring. Its superb shear strength makes 
installation easy and keeps even the largest, solid boards 
securely in place. If the subfloor is sound and dry, no 
primer is required. The hard, silane-based formula contains 
no ingredients that can migrate after curing, which 
eliminates all risk of discolouration at the joints. 

The smooth, thick consistency makes it easy to use and 
produces stable ribs, an extremely high initial grab and 
zero risk of hollow spots.  The bond strength of Bona Titan 
will not diminish over time so the stability of the floor is 
guaranteed for the long term.

Bona Titan meets ISO 17178 standards and, in line with 
Bona’s environmental strategy, is a safe, clean formulation 
which also carries EC1-R Plus, DIBt, Greenguard and A+ 
low emission certifications.

Bona Titan is compatible with underfloor heating and 
can be used directly on metal or tiles. Floors bonded with 
Bona Titan can be sanded after just 12 hours.
www.bona.com

Raw Beauty From Osmo…
Osmo UK, the eco-friendly wood and finishes experts, offers Polyx-Oil Tints 
Raw, a lightly tinted protective finish that provides an original, untreated 
appearance for wooden floors.  Desired by many homeowners, this finish not 
only creates a sought-after look, but also protects the wood’s surface.

Based on the original Polyx-Oil product, it retains the natural beauty and 
character of the wood in a perfect way.   Easy to use and apply, Polyx-

Oil Tints Raw is the ideal product for 
customers who wish to retain the wood’s 
original look.  By accentuating the natural 
colour and grain of the wood, the surface 
appears as near to natural as possible.  
The floor remains microporous and can 
be touched up to cover any abrasions 
without a problem.  Simply apply two 
coats of Polyx-Oil Tints Raw and your new, 
improved and unique flooring is ready to 
show off.  If any abrasions appear, the 

finish is easy to touch up any leaves no visible marks. 

Finishing your floors with Polyx-Oil creates a durable and water and dirt 
resistant surface.  The natural renewable ingredients in this product guarantee 
an even colour spreading and an overall pleasing finish.  

Key advantages - 
•	 Nearly invisible appearance, no 'permanent wet effect'
•	 Light coloured wood stays light coloured
•	 Extremely durable and hardwearing
•	 Very water and dirt resistant
•	 Resistant to common liquid spillages such as water, juice, tea, cola and 

wine

•	 Saliva-resistant and sweatproof, suitable for children's toys
•	 Microporous, breathable finish which does not crack, peel or flake
•	 No sanding necessary for spot repairs or future applications

Osmo is renowned for its wood treatments that combine product 
performance and natural, environmentally friendly ingredients.  The company 
operates a policy of supplying only products that are eco-friendly during 
production as well as in application. Polyx®-Oil is no exception, as it meets 
the requirements of both EN 71.3 and DIN 53160, by being safe for humans, 
animals and even on children’s toys.

Polyx®-Oil’s reduced solvent content mean that it is much healthier for those 
suffering from asthma and other breathing problems, compared to other oil 
or wax finishes. Polyx®-Oil is made up of purified, natural plant oils and waxes 
and contains no biocides or preservatives; it is this organic base that makes 
Polyx®-Oil such a premium product.

Founded in 1990, Osmo UK has gone from strength to strength and today 
exclusively handles the sales, service, support and distribution of Osmo’s 
premium quality wood finishes and flooring solutions to the UK’s flooring 
retailer, contractor and contract flooring markets. 

For stockist details and more information on Osmo and its range of 
environmentally friendly wooden products and specialist finishes, call Osmo 
UK direct on 01296 481220 or alternatively visit www.osmouk.com.  
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a comprehensive range of rainwater systems to accommodate

all types of buildings and budgets

Choose from modern, traditional
and heritage rainwater systems,

available in Aluminium, GRP,
Copper, Zinc and Stainless Steel.

For more information please call
0113 279 5854

or email 
info@rainguard.co.uk w w w . r a i n g u a r d . c o . u k

Copper, Zinc & Stainless Steel

Aluminium GRP

Cast Iron
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VMZINC Corrugated Façade For Hackney Apartments
GPAD London’s design of eight apartments over a doctor’s surgery in Elsdale Street Hackney 
features VMZINC curved and perforated Sine Wave cladding in dark ANTHRA-ZINC®.

The art deco building extension has been named ‘Zinc House’ and is the first project to feature 
a curved element using zinc in such a profile. Sitting at the convergence of two streets, the use 
of yellow inset balconies gives added visual distinctiveness to the project. An expanding mesh 
element of the façade also allows natural light to flood into the stairwell.

The Sine Wave zinc has a corrugated profile and can be fixed either vertically or horizontally on 
a wooden or metal framework. In addition to ANTHRA-ZINC, it is available in QUARTZ-ZINC®, 
five standard and bespoke PIGMENTO® colours and AZENGAR, the first engraved zinc to be 
used in construction.
www.vmzinc.co.uk
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Lowboard Provides Ideal UFH Solution For 
Fit-Out Of Central London Flats

A complex and time constrained redevelopment contract in central 
London is making extensive use of  ‘LowBoard22’ underfloor heating 
panels, as well as other products from the OMNIE range, to offer 
optimum comfort and flexibility of living space for its future residents. 
The site in Hermes Street, a short walk from the Angel Tube Station, 
is being developed by MY Construction & Carpentry Ltd. being the 
main contractor for the project. The work has seen an existing property 
demolished, being replaced by a five storey structure with office 
accommodation at ground and first floor level while the upper storeys 
are being fitted out to create half a dozen dwellings.

With overall storey height restricted by planning, the developer wanted 
to maximise the headroom within the high-spec apartments, while facilitating a rapid build programme which would also leave the interiors walls 
free of radiators.  The layout by architects, Bickerdike Allen Partners, features three two-bedroom flats on the second floor, with a further pair, 
plus a three-bedroom apartment on the floor above. The latter’s kitchen and living room area will be located on the very top floor of the building 
again using the LowBoard22 to deliver space heating.

The LowBoard22 panels are a widely specified and very popular product within OMNIE’s UltraLow offering with an overall panel depth of 22mm, 
accommodating 12mm diameter pipe runs.  This offers low water volume while the relatively small diameter pipe is also easy to push into the 
precisely routed board profiles. Each room is typically taking some 70-90 metres of pipework, connected back to OMNIE’s own Precision-Flo 
multi-branch manifolds. With the addition of thermostats and 7-day programmable timers, these create individual zones, whose low temperature 
hot water (LTHW) circuits will enable each dwelling’s condensing combi boiler to deliver optimum efficiency.   www.omnie.co.uk 

Regal Rainwater Systems For 
Queen Anne Style Refurbishment

Yeoman Rainguard rainwater systems have played 
a part in the refurbishment of one of Potton’s show 
homes, The Milchester.
After many years of service, it was time for The 
Milchester to under-go a refurbishment, both inside 
and out to modernise facilities.
A new rainwater system in the form of Yeoman 
Rainguard’s XL Aluminium 125 x 100 MOG profile 
gutters along with 75 x 75mm square downpipes 
finished in a durable and stylish black textured 
powder coating was installed.

For more information on Yeoman Rainguard 
rainwater systems go to www.rainguard.co.uk or call 
0113 279 5854.

We would like to thank Potton© for the 
use of their stunning image.

Yeoman Shield Fire Rated Door Protection Performs At Motorpoint 
Arena

Keen to provide a safe and comfortable environment for their customers, 
Motorpoint Arena in Cardiff chose Yeoman Shield fire rated door protection 
products to help maintain and protect the condition of important fire doors.
Yeoman Shield door edge protectors and push plates were fitted to doors in back 
of house areas whilst doors to the auditorium entrances which experience a huge 
amount of pedestrian traffic, had door edge protectors and half height door 
protection panels installed.

Vulnerable glazing beads were replaced with Yeoman Shield PVCu clad beads 
completing a comprehensive and durable door protection system helping to 
reduce future fire door maintenance and replacement costs.

All Yeoman Shield Fire Rated Door Protection products have been tested to and 
passed the current requirements for their particular type of products. For more 
information got to www.yeomanshield.com or call 0113 279 5854  

Balustrade Has Enduring Appeal At 
Lakeside Retreat 

A luxury lakeside retreat in North Wales is exemplifying 
the lasting appeal of Neaco’s balustrade systems, 
almost ten years after they were installed.
The property was greatly extended and opened as 
a B&B/Christian centre in 2009. Neaco’s aluminium 
powder coated balustrade was specified for the 
external decking, balconies and terraces, using glass 
panel infills to maximise the spectacular views over 
the scenic Llyn Tegid, also known as Bala Lake, in the 
foothills of the Snowdonia National Park. In 2015 the 
building was purchased by current owners, Robert and 
Ann Marie Moore, who re-opened it as Glan y Gro, a 
seven-bedroom B&B. In the two years that followed, 

Glan y Gro welcomed over 2,000 guests and rose to become TripAdvisor’s top-rated B&B in Bala. At the start of this year Robert 
and Ann Marie temporarily closed the property for an exciting redevelopment which has converted the accommodation into four 
luxury self-catering lakeside suites.  
Robert and Ann Marie have transformed Glan y Gro with a host of new materials and contemporary fittings, including 
kitchenettes and double-ended whirlpool baths. Much has changed but Neaco’s balustrade – renowned for maintenance-free 
durability and enduring aesthetic quality – has been retained as an integral feature of the new luxury retreat. What’s more, Robert 
and Ann Marie have decided to specify additional Neaco balustrade for a new balcony which forms part of their redevelopment 
project. 
Robert explained his decision to retain and extend the use of Neaco’s balustrade: “As part of this project we had additional 
balcony built so that each suite had direct access to its own balcony, thus improving the whole offering. Naturally the balustrade 
already fitted is ideal in affording a degree of protection from the elements whilst having minimal impact on the glorious views we 
are blessed with.  It was an obvious decision to order the additional balustrade from Neaco.”   neaco.co.uk

Advanced Protection for National Rail College 

A key driver in the successful delivery of the UK’s £42.6 billion HS2 
project, the new National College for High Speed Rail, is now protected 
by industry-leading fire panels from Advanced. Located in Doncaster, 
a town historically known for its prominent role in rail engineering 
and maintenance, the college occupies 76,000 sq ft of teaching and 
workshop space, with specialist training installations, including 150 
metres of external track and catenary. 
It will train thousands of engineers to meet HS2’s future needs, 
as well as those of the wider rail sector. With 2,000 apprenticeship 
opportunities set to be created by HS2, and 25,000 people employed 
during construction, there has been, and continues to be high demand 
for appropriately skilled workers.   
MxPro is the fire industry’s leading multiprotocol fire system solution. It 
offers customers a choice of two panel ranges, four detector protocols 
and a completely open installer network, backed up by free training and 
support. MxPro panels can be used in single loop, single panel format 
or easily configured into high speed, multi-loop panels in 200 node 
networks covering huge areas. MxPro’s legendary ease of installation 
and configuration and wide peripheral range make it customisable to 
almost any application.   www.advancedco.com
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A Deprived Building And Local Community 
Receive Something To Go ‘Ping-Pong’ Over

Christchurch, 35 Cosway Street, was granted a Grade II* 
Listing in 1954. It is a distinctive deconsecrated church in 
the Lisson Grove Conservation Area. 
Greenhouse Sports was founded in 2002 as a sports 
coaching charity and initially provided young people 
something positive to do in the holidays. Demand grew 
and Greenhouse merged with another charity; Table Tennis 
for Kids (TTK). Recently, they acquired 35 Cosway Street 
and have refurbished the building into a state of the art 
sports centre. 
Latitude Architects was engaged to work on the 
renovation. Sound insulation was imperative to stop noise 
escaping and disturbing local residents. Therefore, Latitude 
architects specified secondary glazing to provide sound 
insulation. 
Cosmur Construction (London) Ltd, approached Selectaglaze to discuss the treatment and scheduling of secondary glazing works to the windows.  
88 units were installed; a combination of Series 42 fixed lights, as well as Series 80 3HS contra sliding units. Some of the Series 80 weighed over 
130kg when all assembled, so fixing points had to be checked for their strength to maintain integrity of the installation. 
The transformation is breath taking and has given the space a new lease of life, which will benefit the local residents for years to come.
Established in 1966, Royal Warrant holder Selectaglaze is the leading specialist in the design, manufacture and installation of secondary glazing. 
Selectaglaze will be exhibiting at 100% Design 2018 in Olympia, London on Stand D325 on the 19th-22nd September 2018. 
For further information, please contact Selectaglaze on 01727 837271/e mail enquiries@selectaglaze.co.uk or visit www.selectaglaze.co.uk

NBT Helps Centenary RAF Museum ProjectTo Take Off 

Insulation solution specialist, NBT, has helped to bring one of the UK’s oldest 
aviation sites to new use, and preserve the heritage of the former RAF 
Hendon Airfield for the RAF Museum. The RAF Museum is celebrating and 
commemorating the Royal Airforce’s Centenary this year by transforming 
the visitor experience at its north west London site. Nex was responsible for 

designing the scheme and faced the 
challenge of refurbishing the  stores 
and supplies building into Claude’s 
Restaurant, named after Claude 
Grahame-White, an early aviation 
pioneer. 
The pre-World War II building is of 
brick construction and, as the architect 
was unable to ascertain the integrity of 
the wall without careful consideration 
to the specification of the internal wall 
insulation.  
Explains Rowan Morrice from Nex: 

“We explored the option of using a conventional insulation board and 
vapour barrier but this could still have left the building vulnerable to reverse 
diffusion so we worked with NBT to develop a specification for Pavadentro.” 
Developed by woodfibre insulation manufacturer, Pavatex,, specifically 
for use in retrofit installations, Pavadentro is an internal woodfibre 
insulation. A specification was developed which included a lime dubing 
out coat pavadentro behind Pavaflex, between studs, and a conventional 
plasterboard. It provides active moisture control thanks to absorption 
and redistribution of moisture within the woodfibre board and integrated 
mineral layer.  www.natural-building.co.uk

Supporting The Grenfell Community

As part of the ongoing support to the Grenfell community, Abet 
Laminati and Formwise are proud to have helped realise the ambitious 
DIY SOS Grenfell project to build the replacement Dale Youth Boxing 
Club and new Community Centre.
Abet donated 12mm compact grade high pressure laminate in a grey 
Zebrano finish for the washrooms and cubicles, as well as a graphite 
grey for the lockers. These were supplied to Formwise Washrooms, the 
specialist manufacturer, supplier and installer of quality cubicles, panels, 
lockers, changing room furniture and panelling.
With only a rough brief and a tight timescale, Formwise managed to 
design, fabricate and install two complete changing rooms including 
toilets and shower cubicles in the boxing club as well as washroom 
facilities in the community centre. 
When asked about this ambitious project, Formwise Technical Director 
Tim Jupp commented, “We were delighted to be approached by Abet to support this worthwhile project and “see how 
if could help”. Only having a narrow window in which to come up with a design from scratch and then manufacture and 
install could have proved challenging. However, as we employ the whole team in-house from start to finish it meant we 
were able to pull together to achieve this goal. Working closely with Abet and their high-quality laminates, coupled with 
our in-depth knowledge, has created something special of which we can all be very proud.”
Samples and technical literature are available from Abet Ltd's sample line on tel: 020 7473 6915 or visit uk.abetlaminati.com 
while Formwise can be found on 01933 405961 or at www.formwise-washrooms.co.uk

Aico Alarms Connected To Council Warden Call Systems For 
Maximum Safety

South Cambridgeshire District Council is upgrading its 1400 sheltered 
housing properties with new warden call systems connected to Aico mains 
powered Multi-Sensor, Heat and Carbon Monoxide (CO) Alarms. 
As the Council was already 
planning to replace the existing 
hard wired Warden Call systems, 
it took the opportunity to upgrade 
the Smoke and CO Alarms at the 
same time.  What’s more, Aico was 
able to offer a bespoke solution to 
wirelessly connect its alarms to the 
new Warden Call systems using 
its unique Ei414 Fire/CO Alarm 
Interface. 
This solution provides maximum 
tenant safety and convenience.  
The Ei414 Interface can also be 
used to interconnect Aico Alarms to 
Sprinkler and Part 1 Fire detection 
systems. 
The new Smoke Alarm systems are being installed by the Council to 
Category LD2, with a Heat Alarm in the kitchen, a Multi-Sensor in all 
circulation spaces and entrance halls and CO Alarms in properties that are 
not fully electric.  Properties and tenants that need extended protection 
from risk will see their alarm systems extended to include additional rooms 
for added safety.   www.aico.co.uk

Pendock Warms To Ice Rink Challenge

Working directly for main contractor, Morgan Sindall as its sub 
contractor, Pendock has installed 24 Ultima Plus Radiator Guards 
along with of laminated MX and CH pipe boxing at Slough 
Borough Council’s newly refurbished Ice Arena. 
As well as an ice rink, the remodeled centre also contains a well-
equipped gym, a brand-new climbing wall and a dedicated Clip 
‘n’ Climb wall as well as a café to relax in. Meanwhile spectators 
are also well provided for with new seating and lighting, 
protected by fully glazed barriers to keep out the cold.
Pendock’s involvement in the 44 week, £10 million programme 
was to supply and fit the radiator guards and the associated 
pipe boxing in the toilets and changing rooms. 
With all its products manufactured here in the UK, Pendock’s 
Ultima Plus Guards have been designed to provide the highest 
levels of radiator guard safety and protection. The ‘bullnose’ 
corners afford protection against accidental falls or even self-
harm, they also safeguard against scalding due to their excellent 
low surface temperature characteristics.

The two-sided MX pipe boxing – also finished in a white laminate – can be used for low level or high level, vertical or 
horizontal runs and at corner locations to cover and protect larger pipework and heating services, as well as soil, vent 
and rainwater pipes.  In this instance, MX and CH boxing was specified, which also features rounded edges to protect 
against injury and ensure ease of cleaning.  
Available in sizes from 75 x 150mm up to 300 x 300mm – as well as bespoke options - the boxing is de-mountable for 
ease of access, while inspection panels can also be fitted.  Manufactured from wood, uPVC or metal, accessories such 
as butt joints, internal and external corners, plus stop ends ensure a neat and tidy finish.   www.pendock.co.uk   
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Steel Contractor Doubled The Speed Of Construction 
Thanks To The Girder Clamp By Lindapter
The Zurich Insurance office in Madrid features a steel and glass facade that was 
developed, fabricated and installed by Bellapart. The striking geometric facade 
provides office workers with expansive views of the surrounding area and allows 
natural daylight into all floors of the building. 
 
Engineers specified Lindapter’s CE approved Type AF high slip resistant clamps for 
securing the framework for the panels because of the product’s adjustability, high 
strength capacity and durability. The lateral adjustability of the clamps allowed 
the contractors to quickly slide the framework into position before tightening the 
clamps to secure the frame in place. The process was standardised and repeated 
throughout the project and Bellapart were said to have completed the installation 
in half the time it would typically take when using conventional connection 
methods. 

In addition to doubling the speed of installation and reducing labour costs, 
further savings were achieved by avoiding on-site drilling or welding and therefore 
eliminating the need for specialist labour, equipment and hot work permits, which 
often cause delays. 

Visit www.lindapter.com to download the latest Lindapter catalogue or call 
(0)1274 521444. 

Shining Light On A Centre Of Excellence

The Foyle Arena in Derry uses large areas of Kalwall® 
for the pool area and sports hall elevations in order to 
minimise glare and maximise natural daylight. Designed 
and specified by architects Samuel Stevenson & Sons, 
this centre of excellence forms part of the North-
West Regional Sports Campus. The Kalwall is a key 
component of the £12.7m re-development with double 
indoor swimming pool coupled with new facilities for 
Judo, Wrestling and Mountaineering.
During the day, the Kalwall enhances daylight and 
distributes it internally without shadows and glare while 
at night it creates a welcoming glow with scallop-
shaped backlighting. The unique ability to transmit large 
amounts of usable light with relatively low levels of solar heat gain means less radiant energy transmitted and this, coupled with diffusion, does away 
with the hot spots and glare. With increased natural daylight and resistance to solar gain, energy-consuming artificial lighting and air-conditioning costs 
are dramatically reduced.
Kalwall is highly resistant to impact, making it excellent for use in schools, leisure facilities, gymnasia, offices and other public buildings. It is particularly 
popular for swimming pools and sports halls. Glare on a swimming pool surface is a common concern with dazzling rippled sunlight bouncing off the 
surface which can cause discomfort to swimmers. In addition, it can be a serious safety concern as lifeguards can struggle to see swimmers should they 
be in need of assistance. In sports halls, it is also important that there is an even distribution of light so that players can distinguish markings on the 
floor as well as easily spotting balls and other obstacles.    ww.structura-uk.com/kalwall

Magply Boards Front Sip Solution For Student 
Accommodation On The South Coast

A high rise development in Bournemouth for Fresh Student Living is making 
full use of the technical benefits to an innovative BBA approved structural 
walling system, which features 9mm Magply boards for both the inner and 
outer faces to the insulated panels’ design.  Oxford Point is close to both the 
city centre and Bournemouth University’s Talbot Campus, with its 16 storey 
structure containing studio apartments as well as en-suite study bedrooms in 
‘cluster flats’. 
It has been built by main contractor, the Watkins Jones Group, with MIB 
Façades being the specialist sub-contractor erecting its own SIPs system. 
While many such composite walling solutions use OSB or particleboards to 
sandwich a foam insulation core, the MIB MetSIP is much more robustly 
engineered, with 75 mm deep cold-formed steel Sigma studs – plus a 45mm 
treated timber packer - at 600mm centres. 9mm thick Magply modified MgO 
boards form the inner and outer skins to the 136mm thick panels, whose 
excellent U-value is provided by a CO2 blown polyurethane insulation. 
Aside from its speed of erection, two of the reasons that the MIB MetSIP 
system wins specifications for applications, such as the 16 storey Oxford Point 
tower, is the outstanding weather performance and fire resistance offered by 
the Magply sheathing. 
Unlike timber based boards, Magply is largely unaffected by prolonged 
exposure to rain, while under independent testing, the material was shown to 
achieve 90 minutes fire resistance with minimal smoke generation.  

This means during the critical erection phase, before fire-stopping breaks and other permanent protection can be 
installed, the structure is far less vulnerable to arson or an accidental blaze.    exposure to fire.  www.intpetro.com    
www.blackmountaininsulation.com     www.magply.co.uk
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Rockfon Turning Heads And Driving Performance
Designed by AT Architects, the three-storey, 18,500m² BMW and Mini 
dealership can display up to 872 cars. Its impressive facilities are arranged 
to offer the very best service and convenience in luxurious surroundings. 
There are customer lounges, which include Europe’s first dedicated M lounge 
which displays all BMW M models, with a barista serving complimentary 
refreshments in the bar café.

The 42-bay workshop, with drive-in reception, is quick and convenient. 
The ground floor is home to the complete BMW range, where 7,500m² of 
Rockfon Tropic ceilings were chosen to provide outstanding acoustic control 
and contribute to the light, open interior design.

Superior sound
The new building is designed to create a comfortable and welcoming 
environment. Our ceiling plays a pivotal role here. The large showroom is 
fitted with floor to ceiling glazing and tiled floors which could make the open-
plan area prone to reverberation. The Class A sound absorption of Rockfon 
Tropic controls the ambient sound level in this space, reducing echo and 
improving speech intelligibility. 

Exceptional light reflectance
It is important for our ceiling to enhance the clean, minimalist interior 
designed to display BMW cars to best effect. Rockfon Tropic ceilings have a 
smooth, white surface that offers 86% light reflectance helping create the 
optimum lighting conditions for the showroom, allowing the cars to shine.

Smooth installation
Tudorharp Contractor, Rob O’Dell, has worked on many projects with us, and 

installed the showroom ceilings. “We worked closely with Rockfon to ensure 
we produced the finished result the client wanted. We installed a mix of 600 x 
600mm tiles with 1200 x 600mm to avoid cuts and achieve clean, tidy edges. 
We used Chicago Metallic™ T24 2890 grid to install these lightweight tiles. 
The job ran smoothly and we met our deadline with ease.”

Minster Insulation and Drylining, Sheffield, supplied the Rockfon Tropic E 
edge ceiling tiles and Chicago Metallic grids. Minster stock a wide range of 
our products in branches across the country. 

Rockfon Tropic is a robust, easy to clean ceiling. It’s available in a range of 
standard sizes and installation options including visible and semi-concealed 
grids, giving architects the freedom to produce open-plan environments that 
can be configured to any design. The ceiling tiles and grid offer the highest 
fire safety classification A1, which is a must for all buildings which are open to 
the public.

Client feedback
Sytner Group, Group Project Manager, Peter Huxley, “I am delighted to 
welcome visitors to this truly world-class facility. The showroom oozes luxury 

and prestige. Being able to have private conversations in a large open space is 
a huge benefit, and one our customers and staff value.”

If you’re working on a large-scale project and would like information on how 
to achieve a ceiling that can meet and exceed required criteria, contact us by 
email info@rockfon.co.uk or visit www.rockfon.co.uk
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Yeoman Shield Twin Handrail Chosen For 
New Care Unit At William Harvey Hospital  
Yeoman Shield were assigned by main contractors Bauvill Construction to 
install a wall and door protection system as part of the scheme to create a 
new Cardiac Critical Care Unit (CCU) and Cardiology ward along with an 
access corridor at William Harvey Hospital in Kent.

The access corridor was fitted with Yeoman Shield’s Guardian Twin Handrail 
in a stunning colour combination of burgundy and mid grey with matching 

accessories and attractive 
stainless steel connective 
brackets helping to add a 
unique touch to the décor of 
the area. Chosen for its dual 
functionality the Guardian 
Twin handrail incorporates an 
ergonomic upper handrail as 
support for people who require 
assistance and a lower robust 
protection rail, which sitting 

slightly forward guards both the handrail and the walls from marking and 
damage caused by the passage of wheeled equipment.

The same Guardian Twin Handrail system was also deployed in the CCU 
this time with a red lower rail, a striking contrast to the mid grey handrail. 

Matching red Corner Protection Angles, both 90° and 135°, were installed to 
vulnerable corners protecting from impact damage.

Fire doors in the unit also benefitted from the installation of Yeoman Shield’s 
fire rated door protection products, shielding the door from impact damage 
that can be detrimental to the functioning of a fire door. Fire rated door edge 
protectors to both meeting and hinged edges as well as door protection 
panels were added to the door without affecting the integrity of the original 
fire door. Yeoman Shield were able to assist with exacting time scales on 
the project by a quick turnaround of product and service with a site survey, 
manufacture and installation of the product being completed in 2 weeks. 

Paula Stone, Head of Operational Facilities Management at East Kent 
University Foundation Trust commented “The lower wall protection element 
of Yeoman Shield’s Guardian Handrail now fitted in our high traffic areas 
will reduce the cost of repairs and maintenance overtime. The upper handrail 
of the system will help less abled patients get around hospitals giving them 
something to grab on to if needs be, helping to prevent falls. The design of 
the rail has the added benefit of being easy to clean which adheres to our 
infection control policies.”

For more information on Yeoman Shield wall & door protection products 
please go to www.yeomanshield.com or call 0113 279 5854.

Spacetherm WL Improves Thermal Efficiency Of London 
Apartment

Spacetherm WL (Wall Liner) has been selected to improve the energy 
efficiency of a Victorian built apartment in southwest London. A complete 
refurbishment of the apartment at Quill Lane, SW15 has been undertaken 
by Ecoalex, specialists in green infrastructure design, build and maintenance. 
The requirement was to deliver improved warmth and thermal performance, 
whilst addressing the condensation issues often associated with solid walls.  
Alex Woodcraft, Managing 
Director of Ecoalex explains: 
“The apartment spreads over 
two floors and the front wall 
of the solid wall construction 
loses a large proportion 
of the heat. The roof area 
was insulated with layers 
of insulation and insulated 
plasterboard. The solid wall 
construction and design of 
the property meant that space 
for internal insulation was 
limited. We chose to apply 
Spacetherm WL (Wall Liner), from the A. Proctor Group, a high-performance 
laminate specifically designed to be adhered to the internal surfaces of 
existing solid walls without the need for mechanical fixings. At just 13mm 
thick, and given the limited wall space, the use of Spacetherm WL was 
ideal.” Spacetherm WL consists of Spacetherm aerogel insulation blanket 
bonded to 3mm Magnesium Oxide Board.    www.proctorgroup.com

Drainage Surveys Support Dover Western Docks Revival 
Development

Drainage engineers from Lanes Group plc have been carrying out detailed 
CCTV camera surveys around the Port of Dover as part of the flagship Dover 
Western Docks Revival (DWDR) development.
Hundreds of meters 
of surface water 
drainage pipes 
running into the 
current Western 
Docks have 
required surveying 
before construction 
teams start the 
utilities phase of 
the project.
John Gilbert, Area Development Manager for Lanes Sevenoaks, said: "As is 
often the case, records for drains installed many years ago are not complete, 
so at the start of such development projects a full site survey of all drainage 
is needed.
"Our CCTV drainage survey reports will allow civil engineers working on the 
DWDR development to decide which drains can be blocked off, which need 
to be diverted and where new surface water drains need to be installed."
Lanes deployed a jet vac tanker and a CCTV drainage survey team to carry 
out the drainage investigations and surveys. The jet vac tanker was used to 
jet clean drain lines, allowing the CCTV drainage survey teams to use robotic 
cameras and push-rod cameras to record HD-quality video of the pipes, 
revealing their condition.    www.lanesfordrains.co.uk

FastrackCAD Feature Sound Reduction Systems!

Sound Reduction Systems Ltd are pleased to announce their 
inclusion on the FastrackCAD website and are featuring their 
drawings on the system. FastrackCAD is a Free of Charge download 
service for specifiers.

Alex Docherty of Sound Reduction Systems. “We are manufacturers 
and suppliers of sound insulation and sound absorption products, 
specialising in Building Regulations Part E compliance (Dwellings 
-houses and rooms for Residential purposes). We are delighted to 
have our acoustic systems detailed on Fastrack CAD, and available 
for download from our own website, offering architects targeting 
Part E compliance the easiest and most convenient method of 
specification possible.”

In addition, SRS Ltd specialise in all areas of domestic and 
commercial soundproofing, along with sound absorption in school 
and village halls. If you would like a free acoustic consultation 
and quote on your next project then please get in touch with 
Sound Reduction Systems Ltd on Tel: 01204 380074, Email: info@
soundreduction.co.uk , Website: www.soundreduction.co.uk 
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Levolux Fins Chosen For Belfast Studios
The new £20 million purpose-built Belfast Harbour Studios provide the 
optimum conditions for shooting major film productions, partly thanks to an 
external solar shading solution, courtesy of Levolux.

Designed by RPP Architects, the new studio development resides within the 
340-acre Giant’s Park development, which was formerly a landfill site on the 

outskirts of Belfast. As the UK’s leading 
solar shading specialist, Levolux was 
invited to develop a custom solution 
applied externally to a three-storey 
office building at the heart of the studio 
complex.

The building’s west-facing elevation, 
which features floor-to-ceiling glazing, 
extends more than 70 metres in length. 
A solar shading solution was required 
to shield glazed openings from direct 

sunlight, particularly during the afternoon as the sun passes across the site.

Without an effective form of solar control, solar heat gain would increase 
quickly, causing internal temperatures to soar to uncomfortable levels. While 
air conditioning can provide some respite, it is inefficient and expensive 
to run, so more attention is placed on passive cooling techniques to limit 
solar heat gain in the summer.  Solar heat gain occurs in all buildings with 
glazed openings. Visible and infrared light from the sun enters a building 
and the heat energy is either absorbed or re-radiated. As light is re-radiated, 
its wavelength changes and the resulting heat energy is trapped inside the 
building. This is known as solar heat gain. 

Passive cooling can be achieved by introducing shading structures onto a 
building’s façade, perhaps in the form of a horizontal projection or other 

forms of Brise Soleil. These are precisely positioned to shield glazed openings 
from direct sunlight, while allowing natural daylight to filter through. For the 
west-facing elevation of the Belfast Harbour Studios office building, Levolux 
proposed an arrangement of vertical fins to provide the optimum degree of 
shading during the afternoons.

In total, Levolux engineered 32 vertical aerofoil-shaped fins, each measuring 
400mm wide by 77mm thick, formed from a single-piece aluminium 
extrusion. The fins are distributed equally into two sections, either side 
of a main entrance, set at a pitch of 1.5 metres. For optimum shading 
performance, the fins are fixed at an angle of 90 degrees from the façade and 
extend 8.5 metres in height, from first floor to roof level.

All fins are attached at roof level, to the underside of a projecting canopy, 
thanks to a welded soffit bracket. This secures the vertical fins approximately 
3 metres in front of the façade. To maintain the structural integrity of the 
fins, an 8mm diameter stainless steel cable extends between steel columns at 
7.5 metre centres. Special column brackets allow the cables to be tensioned, 
passing through the middle and the bottom of each fin. The cables, although 
visually unobtrusive, were required to ensure all fins remain stable in adverse 
weather conditions.

For long-lasting good looks, all fins have been given a silk grey, matt powder 
coated finish. Now fully operational, Belfast Harbour Studios, with its eye-
catching vertical aerofoil fins, is supporting a thriving film industry in Northern 
Ireland. It has already attracted several major productions, such as ‘Krypton’, a 
Superman prequel and HBO’s hugely successful ‘Game of Thrones’. 
www.levolux.com

The Sound Choice For Design

London’s new Design Museum has opened.  It has been created 
within the shell of the original 1960s Grade 2 listed Commonwealth 
Institute, well known for its distinctive copper covered, hyperbolic 
parabolic roof.
With the emphasis on the display and teaching of design, the priority 
for designer John Pawson and Dutch architects OMA was equally 
about the building’s new reconfigured interiors and the design and 
performance of the products used. 
For example, the Museum’s galleries are arranged around an oak and 
marble lined atrium with floors covered in pale grey terrazzo while 
Troldtekt acoustic panels tie spaces together with a visually attractive 
textured surface.
Consequently, 4000 sqm of Troldtekt fine texture panels in white and 
grey have been installed in all areas where a peaceful and studious 
atmosphere was required, such as the library, study and lecture rooms 
and over the very large space housing the restaurant, bar and break 
out areas. 
Here, the high performance panels absorb the sounds of noisy dining and chatter together with the echoes and reverberation caused by the 
hard surfaces and large glazed areas. Furnished with blue stained ash tables and chairs, the restaurant offers views of Holland Park and into 
the central atrium with the dramatic exposed roof structure above.
Troldtekt natural wood wool acoustic panels are available in various sizes and in four grades from extreme fine to coarse, they can be 
left untreated or painted in virtually any RAL colour. In an inexpensive and eco-friendly way, occupiers benefit from a host of physical 
benefits such as high sound absorption, durability and natural breathability coupled with sustainability as documented by Cradle to Cradle 
certification at silver level.    www.troldtekt.co.uk

Formed in 2006 after the amalgamation of the CBS 
Boys School and Convent Girls School, Scoil Phadraig 
National School is situated in the heart of Westport. 
Being the largest school in the town, it now provides 
education to over 300 children. The constant increase 
in the number of pupils enrolling at the school soon 
called for a new building to cater for all its students.
Designed by Westport based SJK architects, the new 
state of the art school comprises of 16 classrooms, a 
general-purpose room and ancillary accommodation, 
creating the best learning environments for the 
school’s pupils. 
Located on the west coast of Ireland and facing 
the Atlantic, one of the major challenges was the 
meteorological factors. With high winds and storms 
occurring frequently, the new building had to be 
waterproofed rapidly in order to allow other trades 

to progress and to keep in line with the building programme schedule. Consequently, the plywood decking of the building was 
immediately installed with the Bauder DS1 DUO vapour control layer making the building weathertight. 
Bauder approved contractor, Priority Roofing, installed the 2300m² roof areas with the mechanically fastened Bauder Thermofol PVC 
system which provides a high tear resistance waterproofing membrane and a strong fixation system to resist the high wind loads of 
the area.
Aesthetics also being paramount for this project, careful attention was given to the detailing of the upstands. Vertical pitches and 
decorative profiles at 460mm centres were also installed, disguising the laps of the Thermofol membrane and ensuring a stunning 
finish to the building. www.bauder.co.uk

High Weather Resistance and Aesthetics Given 
Top Priority At Westport 
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Privacy On Demand For Four 
Degree Whisky Lounge
Situated in South West London stands Four Degree: A contemporary 
Japanese restaurant with a modern European twist! Recently featured 
on the popular Channel 4 reality TV show, Made in Chelsea, Four Degree 
really is the place to be for exquisite cocktails and fine dining.  Now 
home to the UK’s first Macallan Whisky Lounge, the restaurants’ interior 
design demanded a high quality touch for their valued customers.  ESG 
were commissioned to supply the LCD privacy glass needed to create 
a floor to ceiling wall partition between the Whisky Lounge and the 
restaurant space. 
 
For a space that demanded elegance, quality and privacy, ESG switchable 
glass was the optimum choice. By utilising ESG’s latest 12mm LCD privacy 
glass with a grey switchable tint, a total of of 20m2 was manufactured at 
ESG’s UK facility before one of it’s preferred installation partners installed 
the glass partition between the two spaces.  The minimalist, frameless 
design was achieved by installing a minimal 25mm depth top and 
bottom track to hold the glass which allows an unobstructed view into 
the lounge showing casing its fantastic whisky displays. 

The complete installation was powered by just one ESG-4K Controller 
and a wall mounted, wireless switch.  All electrical systems were fitted 
with no visible wiring and bus bars providing a clean, aesthetically 
pleasing finish. Each switchable panel hosts a high clarity film situated 
between two low iron glass panels.

By producing near zero haze, the glass walling will easily allow natural 
light to flow throughout the Lounge, while also blocking 99% of 
UV rays.  At the touch of a button, the glass can effortlessly change 
from uninterrupted views across the restaurant to instant privacy.  In 
approximately 100 milliseconds the Whisky Lounge can be turned into an 
intimate space for whisky lovers, private parties and valued clients. 

With the unique technology inside ESG’s 4K controllers, developed 
in house and exclusive to ESG, the company has no doubt that it’s 
switchable privacy glass will  provide a stunning, yet functional, addition 
to the Four Degree restaurant for years to come.
www.esg.glass

ESG supplied product: 
•	 10 12mm grey tinted ESG 

Switchable™ glass panels. 9 fixed, 1 
hinged door 

•	 ESG Switchable™ 4K controller 
•	 ESG Switchable™ JB  junction box 
•	 ESG Switchable™ wireless wall switch
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Volume Control At Farringdon’s New Elizabeth Line Station
When Transport for London’s new ‘Elizabeth Line’ opens later this year, 
Farringdon station will become one of the busiest in the UK. 

More than 140 trains per hour and an estimated 90,000 passengers are 
expected to pass through every day, as the new Elizabeth line connects 
Thameslink and the London Underground; linking outer London, the home 
counties, the City, Canary Wharf and three of London’s five airports. 

Like all Elizabeth Line stations, Farringdon has been designed to create 
accessible, safe and comfortable spaces that people can move through 
easily and efficiently - with sound absorbing insulation playing a key role in 
minimising station noise for passengers and staff.  

At Farringdon, two new ticket halls are connected by sub-surface tunnels. 
The western end located on the corner of Farringdon Road and Cowcross 
Street will provide access to and from the Thameslink ticket hall; the eastern 
end is bound by Charterhouse Street, Lindsey Street and Long Lane. This 
major transport interchange site has had to fit within a complex infrastructure 
network up to 25 metres below ground. 

Main contractor BFK sought to minimise sound propagation along the new 
platforms and tunnels, creating a comfortable environment in line with the 
design principles of the new railway.  As well as improving acoustics within 
the station, BFK also had to ensure they met the strict fire safety requirements 
of London Underground Limited (LUL), by choosing products on the LUL 
approved products register. ROCKWOOL was chosen for its excellent acoustic 
qualities and inherent non-combustible properties. 

ROCKWOOL RW3 Slabs 75mm thick were installed in the perforated glass 
fibre and reinforced concrete tunnel linings of the platform and access areas. 
Being a semi-rigid product, the slabs were easily cut and friction fitted to form 
an acoustic lining behind the cladding.  

ROCKWOOL RW3 slabs are CE Marked according to BS EN 13162:2012 and, 
as with all ROCKWOOL RW slab products, achieve a Euroclass A1 rating 
in accordance with BS EN 13501-1, meeting the requirements for non-
combustible materials.

“With a vast number of trains and people due to travel through this station, 
noise reduction was a major factor for this scheme,” says Simon Webber, 
Section Manager, at BFK. 

“ROCKWOOL was able to deliver a solution that not only helps in mitigating 
noise, but also provides optimum fire safety performance. This project has 
been built to comply with exceptionally strict fire and acoustic LUL standards 
that will serve the needs of Farringdon for years to come.”

Located in the London Borough of Islington, Farringdon is one of ten new 
stations along the central section of the new Elizabeth Line route, in which 
ROCKWOOL insulation will be installed. The station and new Elizabeth Line 
service will help to increase capacity, improve accessibility, and support 
economic growth in the capital. Farringdon station will open in December 
2018.   www.rockwool.co.uk
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Cembrit Glendyne Natural Slate Puts A 
Devonian Roof On A Jurassic Collection!
Cembrit Glendyne natural slate brings the home of fossils to life, by adding 
distinctive style, character, and impressive performance to The Etches 
Collection museum roof in Kimmeridge.

The Etches Collection lies in the beautiful village of Kimmeridge, an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty along the Dorset coastline. Listed as one of the 
twelve new museums to visit in 2016, it houses the collection of Steve Etches 
MBE, who collected and researched over 2,000 late Jurassic Kimmeridgian 
fossils over 30 years. The museum uses a blend of modern and traditional 

materials which gives the 
property a timeless appeal, 
whilst also complementing 
the natural beauty of its 
surroundings.

Funded by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, charitable trusts, and 
the local community, the 

building was designed to fulfil a number of sustainable criteria. London-
based architect, Kennedy O'Callaghan Architects presented the planners and 
Kimmeridge Trust with roofing samples to review, which resulted in Cembrit 
Glendyne slates being specified. 

Janie Price from Kennedy O’Callaghan Architects comments “Glendyne slates, 
together with Haysom Purbeck Stone, have successfully blended the museum 
into the surrounding traditional cottages. The slates allow the design to fit the 
traditional vernacular whilst its detailing is contemporary.”

 Glendyne is a high-quality slate that combines first-class performance with 
surprisingly attractive value for money. This is largely a result of the high yields 
achieved at the quarry. The combination of relatively easy to extract material 
and one of the most modern slate processing and quality control creates a 
product that offers high quality with a low production cost.

The quarry operates a quality management system based on EN ISO 9001 
which is externally audited. This standard is adhered to rigidly, as are all the 
quality standard procedures required by each regional market the quarry 
supplies. The result is Glendyne is possibly the most independently accredited 
natural slate. Available exclusively from Cembrit in the UK, Glendyne is a 
distinctive blue-grey colour. 

Glendyne slates are tested to BS EN European standard, BS EN 12326-1:2014 
which requires many of the laboratory tests (‘type testing’) to be performed 
at least annually and the factory production control (FPC) performed and 
recorded as a matter of routine by the producer.

For further information visit www.cembrit.co.uk , email sales@cembrit.co.uk 
or tel: 020 3372 2300
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Old Pump House Retains Industrial Heritage With 
The Help Of Yeoman Rainguard 
Yeoman Rainguard rainwater systems were used to help 
reintroduce an industrial heritage style to The Old Pump House in 
Warton.

Originally erected in 1923 as a water pumping station for 
Atherstone and surrounding villages and decommissioned in the 
late 1980s, the pump house was then bought in the early 90s and 
after a scheme for a hotel development fell through was converted 
into a home. The property was then sold in 2015 to current owners 
Ian and Karen Callender.

“Though the pump house had under gone a complete 
transformation into a residential property the previous owners, 
whilst carrying out the renovation to their own preferences, in our 
opinion designed out some of the industrial heritage. When we 
purchased the property, it was our intention to restore some of 
these features.” Ian explained.

Wanting to replace the white plastic gutters and downpipes at the 
front of the house with a rainwater system that would reflect such 
qualities, various avenues were searched. The result of which was 

Yeoman Rainguard whose XL Aluminium range ticked all the boxes 
when it came to style, ease of installation and durability whilst also 
being cost effective.

Yeoman Rainguard 130 x 100mm deep flow half round XL 
Aluminium gutters were installed giving real impact to the 
house frontage.100mm dia. downpipes were added below Cast 
Aluminium Motif Hoppers helping to further emphasise the desired 
effect.

Finished in a durable yet stylish black polyester powder coating the 
aluminium rainwater system will provide the house with 30 + years 
of maintenance free service.

For more information on Rainguard Rainwater Systems suitable for 
heritage and listed buildings go to www.rainguard.co.uk or call 
0113 279 5854.

Schöck Isokorb For Demanding Luxembourg Passive House
The Grand Duchy of Luxembourg has been promoting thermal insulation 
and energy efficiency on a timescale way ahead of most European countries. 
And passive house construction techniques already constitute the minimum 
standard for domestic new builds.  Every new home in Luxembourg since 
2017 has to  meet the requirements of energy class AA, which corresponds 
to a building with virtually zero energy consumption.  And one recently 
completed residential building at Burden, in the north of the country, 
has gone even further and achieved an AAA Luxembourg Passive House 
classification.  For this to be possible, the primary energy demand must be 
below 45 kWh/m2a, the heat demand below 22 kWh/m2a, and the CO2 
emissions below 11 kg CO2/m2a. 

“In order to achieve these values, we conducted a thermodynamic simulation 
using the 3D model of the house,” explains architect Serge Schmitgen from 
OBLIK.  “We wanted the building envelope to let in plenty of daylight and 
offer a panoramic view across the countryside.  At the same time, we also 
wanted to distribute solar gains over the course of the day in a way that 
meant the building could be heated and cooled using as little energy as 
possible. By using the computer to simulate the temperature development 
inside the building, we were able to ensure our architectural designs were also 
optimised in terms of their solar protection”.

Minimal thermal bridging was critical -  The balcony on the building serves to 
provide shade, which minimises the need for protection against the sun, but 
at the same time exploits the maximum amount of daylight.  The specification 
was demanding and eliminating any risk of thermal bridging at the balcony 
connection was critical.   

The architect had no hesitation in turning to Schöck and Serge Schmitgen 
commented: “In the world of thermally isolated building component 

connections, Isokorb is as much of a household name as Gillette,” With the 
Burden project, two types of Isokorb variants were used on the front and 
on the sides of the 1.60m x 4.00m concrete balcony.  With their pressure 
bearings made of microfibre-reinforced high-performance fine concrete 
and an insulating element 
measuring 120 mm thick, 
the certified passive 
house components fitted 
together seamlessly without 
expansion joints into the 
reinforced concrete inner 
slab layer. The installation 
involved first placing the 
balcony cladding and floor slab into position. Then  the load-bearing thermal 
insulation elements were secured to the steel reinforcements using binding 
wire.  The floor slab and balcony could then be covered with concrete in a 
single pour, with the balcony being thermally isolated from the building with 
the help of the Isokorb.

The Schöck range of structural thermal break units allows connections to 
be made between concrete-to-concrete, concrete-to-steel and steel-to-
steel.  Product performance is totally verifiable and the range meets full 
compliance with the relevant UK building regulations, has NHBC approval 
and offers LABC Registration.  There is also the security of independent BBA 
Certification.  

For a free copy of the Schöck Thermal Bridging Guide and / or the Thermal 
Bridging Solutions brochure contact the company on 01865 290 890 or 
visit www.schoeck.co.uk.  The website also features an extensive range of 
downloadable software. 
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