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Always in tune with your style
a comprehensive range of rainwater systems to accommodate

all types of buildings and budgets

Choose from modern, traditional
and heritage rainwater systems,

available in Aluminium, GRP,
Copper, Zinc and Stainless Steel.

For more information please call
0113 279 5854

or email 
info@rainguard.co.uk w w w . r a i n g u a r d . c o . u k

Copper, Zinc & Stainless Steel

Aluminium GRP

Cast Iron
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Because it is composed of modules, the construction can 
be disassembled and reassembled. It was first shown as 
part of London Design Festival in 2018, in the Sackler 
Courtyard of the Victoria and Albert Museum, outside the 
Building Centre in London with New London Architecture, 
and then at the Universite deglie Studi di Milano, as part 
of Interni’s ‘Human Spaces’ exhibition at Milan Design Week 
2019, and was presented in Madrid for its fourth iteration. 

"The main objective of this project is to publicly discuss 
how environmental challenges can be addressed through 
innovative and affordable construction,"says Andrew 
Waugh, co-founder of Waugh Thistleton Architects - a 
practice that has been at the forefront of engineered timber 
construction for decades. "We are at a point of crisis in 
terms of housing and CO2 emissions and we believe that 
building with a versatile and sustainable material such as 
tulipwood is an important way to address these problems."

In 2018, the population of the Eurozone’s fastest growing 
major economy, Spain, increased to 47 million – the 
fastest annual growth since 2009. In order to keep up with 
population growth in ever-expanding cities, in a way that 
is not harmful to our planet, it is crucial to utilise new 
technologies that use sustainable materials. Off-site timber 
construction that can provide quick-to-assemble, high 
quality housing with low carbon emmisions, provides a 
viable solution. "

Waugh Thistleton Architects have been pioneers in 
innovative uses of wood in construction for decades. 
"MultiPly explores a new and more sustainable form of 
construction that combines an available negative carbon 
material, such as American tulipwood, with modular 
design,"says David Venables, European Director of AHEC.
www.waughthistleton.com

  ultiPly, an eight metre high, carbon neutral, timber 
pavilion, made exclusively from American tulipwood, 
opened to the public in Madrid Rio at its entrance to the 
Casa de Campo, as part of the Madrid Design Festival, 
on the 1st of February and remained open for two weeks. 
The 32 m3 of tulipwood used for MultiPly stores the 
equivalentof 22 tonnes of carbon dioxide and is naturally 
replaced with new growth in the U.S. forests in less than 
two minutes.

The installation is a collaboration between Waugh 
Thistleton Architects, the American Hardwood Export 
Council (AHEC) and ARUP, and responds to two of the 
greatest challenges of our time: the growing need for 
housing and the urgency to fight climate change, presenting 
as a solution the combination of modular systems and 
sustainable building materials. 

MultiPly is comprised of a maze-like series of 
interconnected spaces that overlap and intertwine. It has 
been conceived and constructed to encourage visitors 
to re-think the way we design and build our homes and 
cities. The three-dimensional structure is constructed from 
a flexible system of 12 CLT modules of American tulipwood 
with digitally manufactured joints, as if it were a piece of 
furniture ready to assemble.

A NEW WAY TO DESIGN 
AND BUILD OUR HOUSES 
AND CITIES
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DMFK COMpLETES 
LATEST WORKSpACE 
FOR THE OFFICE 
GROUp IN CANARY 
WHARF’S ONE 
CANADA SqUARE

T he Office Group (TOG) has opened its first 
flexible workspace in Canary Wharf, located 
on the 7th, 8th and 9th floors within the 
iconic One Canada Square tower, following 
a comprehensive, stylish refurbishment by 
dMFK Architects. 

This marks TOG’s 39th workspace now open 
in the UK. TOG occupies 80,000 sq ft across 
three floors of the prestigious 50-storey 
office building, which forms the centrepiece 
of the renowned Canary Wharf estate. 

Designed by the late César Pelli and 
completed in 1991, the landmark One Canada 
Square skyscraper stands at 235 metres 
high and is currently the UK’s second tallest 
building, holding a striking position in the 
London skyline. 

TOG worked with long-time collaborator dMFK 
to transform the three floors into an inviting, 
light-filled space that offers members flexible 
offices to cater for companies ranging from 
four to 1,000 employees. (cont...)

THE DESIGNERS
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(cont...) The floors now occupied by TOG have been 
reconfigured to provide numerous design-led meeting 
rooms – all with a bespoke feel, communal lounge 
and recharge areas, breakout spaces and phone 
booths. Members will also benefit from the inclusion 
of a fitness studio by TOG’s inhouse partner, Manor, 
including a dedicated Peloton bike area, and a Maple 

& Co café serving seasonal and locally-sourced nutritious meals and bites 
throughout the day.    

dMFK’s reinvigoration of the TOG space in One Canada Square has focused 
on the creation of linear avenues – connecting the directional views 
from each side of the building – to flood each of the floors with light, 
illuminating even the centremost parts of the building, bringing the spaces 
to life. The three floors are connected by a dramatic new staircase to create 
natural circulation amongst TOG members and provide access to the full 
range of amenities. 

Each floorplate has been carefully set out to create a sequence of different 
spaces that feel intimate and warm, through the considered use of texture 
and craft within the upholstery, as well as joinery and floor finishes. 

In designing the interior concept, dMFK drew inspiration from the mid-century era 
of Phillip Johnson and Mies Van der Rohe, a nostalgic reference to the heroic period 
of American corporate interior design. Stylistically, the new interior references the 
materiality and tonal quality of the original building foyer, using rich figured terrazzo, 

mid-toned sapele timber panelling and painted 
metalwork to create a welcoming, tactile and 
crafted working environment. 

Linoleum-faced joinery in various colours, 
designed by dMFK, combined with a range of 
Kvadrat fabrics add to the exceptional finish of 
shared areas within the workspace. Extensive 
planting, use of custom lighting designed by 
dMFK and a bold colour palette of deep blue, 
soft pink, smoky green and terracotta contribute 
to the mid-century style of design, creating 
warm pockets of space within the linear 
avenues that emphasise the geometry of the 
common spaces whilst activating the depth of 
the plan. 

TOG worked closely with dMFK to curate a 
selection of classic and contemporary furniture 
from Vitra, Normann Copenhagen, &tradition, 
Hai and Faina, alongside TOG’s co-designed 
stackable Co Chair specified in a range of 
fabrics for the meeting rooms.  www.dmfk.co.uk
One Canada Square by dMFK © Gilbert 
McCarragher
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MARIO CUCINELLA 
ARCHITECTS 
CREATES AN OASIS 
IN TIRANA WITH 
NEW STATEMENT 
EKSpOzITA BUILDING

The building rises to a maximum of 24 storeys, 
peaking at the rear in a way that refers to 
the nearby Mount Dajti and to other Balkan 
Mountains. The result of its unusual geometry 
is that the ground floor of the building, plus 
another much smaller two-storey building which 
will be used as a nursery/kindergarten, occupies 
only 44% of the plot. 

As the building rises upwards, it withdraws back 
into itself, creating the smaller footprints that are 
most suitable for residential use. A ‘notch’ in the 
rear of the building provides a diagonal route 
through, dividing the two sides of commercial 
development on the ground floor and offering 
permeability to the site.  www.mcarchitects.it/en/

   ario Cucinella Architects (MC A) has received the go-ahead 
for Ekspozita Building, a new 93m tall mixed-use statement 

building in the centre of 
Tirana, Albania, comprising 
commercial, residential and 
public amenity spaces. The 
building’s unusual form 
allows it to partially encircle 
a generous new green space 
that is particularly valuable in a 
busy capital where open areas 
are few and far between. 

Generous planting to the 
residential upper floors 
enhances the sense of a green 
oasis, while the inward-facing 
balconies give a feeling of 
enclosure and protection 
from the busy city. Cutting 
off angles on the corners of 
its rectangular plot to create 
yet more public spaces, the 
building occupies three and a 
half sides of a square footprint, 

opening its courtyard up to the south, onto the tree-lined Blv 
Gergi Fishta - one of Tirana’s major roads. 

M
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Bonded Warehouse will also be home to Exchange, a revolutionary new 
digital and technology programme for the UK’s next best start-ups, delivered 
in collaboration with Tech Nation. Its mission is to support 2,000 ambitious 
individuals within the tech sector, over a 15 year period. 

Exchange is funded by the Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport 
(DCMS), and supported by Manchester City Council (MCC).  Bonded Warehouse 
is managed by All Work & Social, the work and social spaces division of the 
Allied London portfolio, and aims to create the ultimate blend of community, 
commerce and collaboration between its six levels of workspaces, studios, retail 
spaces and tailored event spaces. 

Bonded Warehouse encourages its members to socialise and work together, in 
order to foster opportunities for growth and expansion, within its unique and 
inspiring atmosphere, as Enterprise City creates the future of modern industry.
www.enterprisecityuk.com/inventory/bonded-warehouse

ICONIC 1800S 
MANCHESTER 
WAREHOUSE 
OpENS ITS DOORS 
TO AMBITIOUS 
ENTREpRENEURS 
AND SME'S

Bonded Warehouse, the latest space within 
Enterprise City, a 2 million square foot 
(sq ft) tech, media and cultural cluster, has 
opened its doors to small and medium sized 
businesses. The iconic 1800's warehouse is 
situated within the original Granada Studios 
estate, in the heart of Manchester city centre, 
and has been redesigned and reconfigured. 

It now houses 10,000 sq ft of studio 
workspace, 66,580 sq ft of workspace and 
12,760 sq ft of retail and leisure space, 
to provide everything needed for modern 
business. The building, which was constructed 
in the 1860's, will contain bespoke 
workspaces and social spaces on every floor, 
a space for wellness and fitness, a brewery 
and tap room, Halcyon gin bar by Manchester 
gin distillers, Zymurgorium, and Bonded 
Social, an all-day/night coffee lounge for 
working and socialising.
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The walls further reinforce the modern design 
while the colour warms the interiors and fills 
it with shadows and absorbs from the bright 
exterior spaces.  The design also features a Brass 
Metal Cornice. It was purposefully used by the 
team as brass metal adds a touch of elegance 
and industrial style but with a very eclectic 
appeal. Given that floor is a U-shape layout with 
two plots merged together, having a bold and 
strong element like brass metal travelling across 
the whole restaurant connected both spaces.

Another unique feature includes the floor to 
ceiling digital light boxes on the restaurant’s 
walls. The light box displays have graphics that 
change periodically to showcase themes that 
match the menu. The bar display counter features 
emerald ribbed panels and painted tempered 
fluted glass cladding to provide a textured 
appearance creating interest and visual balance.

Although working with the fluted and ribbed 
glass was difficult when shaping consistency, H2R 
Design were able to mould it into the desired 
form.  The overall furnishing style at Third Avenue 
Boutique is contemporary; however, classic 
shapes and textures were used to further support 
the lush atmosphere. The chairs in particular 
with their velour fabrics, deep colours and idyllic 
curvature represent the modern feel yet capture 

timeless design.  Some design challenges were 
presented along the way that were mainly 
attributed to architectural constraints such as the 
ceiling. 

Due to the mall’s architectural and complex 
service ceiling, the team had to work on it in 
three levels (visibly seen as ceiling drops or 
steps) instead of having one flat high ceiling 
that was in the original design.  Additionally, as 
the unit was fused together from two different 
spaces, a challenge was to find an element that 
unified both spaces together. The luxe marble 
flooring achieved that and married the two 
spaces seamlessly.  

The importance and effective use of natural 
light also played a significant role in making 
adjustments along the way. With the brilliance 
of exterior lights shifting from day to night, 
originally designed darker features making the 
space gloomy were changed into lighter tones to 
help illuminate the space.   www.h2rdesign.com

H2R DESIGN ADDS THIRD 
AvENUE BOUTIqUE TO THEIR 
pRESTIGIOUS pORTFOLIO OF 
pROjECTS

 2R Design was commissioned to design Third 
Avenue Boutique, a quintessentially stylish 
fine dining restaurant situated in The Dubai 
Mall’s luxurious Fashion Avenue extension. 
The award-winning design studio creating 
renowned commercial and hospitality spaces, 
was tasked to design a contemporary hotspot 
offering fashionable gourmet and showcasing 
exquisite handmade chocolates and the 
brand’s own range of perfumes.

In addition to the Third Avenue Boutique’s 
spacious interiors, the design also had to 
incorporate the venue’s distinct feature, the 
mall’s largest terrace overlooking the world-
famous Burj Khalifa and fountain views. Third 
Avenue Boutique’s interiors were developed 
to create a luxurious fine dining experience 
catering to distinguished shoppers and 
bespoke diners. While the design brief called 
for opulence, H2R Design understood that 
the core concept begins with the ideology of 
“food is fashion”, where fashion is more than 
style or clothes. Rather it’s the way people do 
things differently and the root of change.  

To satisfy the expectations of the client 
and diners, H2R Design wanted to deliver 
a mood-aware experience that is intimate 
but with a heightened sense of glamour and 
where the “food is fashion” concept has not 
only lent itself to the unique, inspirational 
and visionary menu but also to the lighting, 
angles, materials, and perspectives of the 
dining experience. The design aesthetic 
of Third Avenue Boutique is wholly 

contemporary, from the shopfront glass 
façade with large scale gradient, respectfully 
classic to its metal arches, to the layered 
ceiling paneling.  

Marbled flooring, with the most extravagant 
natural stones, 
cover the 
ground as a 
luxurious and 
cultural symbol 
of architectural 
refinement. 
Carrara White 
and Armani 
Grey stones 
were used to 
display refined 
taste. Alternate 
marbled coloured 
patterns where 
placed angled 
to space to create depth, and a dynamic 
feel and movement. The team incorporated 
a Piet Mondrian-inspired wall of vertical and 
horizontal line compositions to strengthen 
asymmetries. 

Characterised by a rigid geometry of squares 
and rectangles that are striking in their 
simplicity, the rich Mondrian Style black 
ribbed wood paneling was designed to 
pronounce the complexity and character of 
the space while the gold accent strips create 
definition. 

THE DESIGNERS
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Drainage engineers from Lanes Group 
plc have used new pipe cleaning 
technology to solve persistent drain 
blockage problems at a nuclear power 
station. They used two machines to 
clear drains in one of the two reactor 
halls at Heysham power station in 
Lancashire. 
Their success means station workers can 
be confident that the drains flow freely 
so they do not have to use contingency 
measures to take wastewater to a 
radioactive effluent treatment plant.  
The drains were cleaned in two stages. 
First, a Spartan electro-mechanical cutter 
was used to break through blockage 

material. Then, the Picote mini cleaner was used to break up the blockage debris and 
push it into waste sumps, leaving the pipes clear. 
More than 100 metres of pipework were cleaned, along with surface water gullies and 
sink outlets. www.lanesfordrains.co.uk
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As an independently tested, proven-in-practice and versatile 
construction material, Membrane WP from the Firefly™ range 
is ideally suited for use within facade build-ups and other 
wall constructions, where it will offer weather as well as fire 
protection while allowing moisture vapour to be vented from 
the structure. 
Firefly™ Membrane WP is manufactured in the UK by 
Lancashire based TBA Protective Technologies, while it 
has been certified as Class A2 Non-Combustible under the 
challenging EN 13501-1 standard by industry renowned 
Warrington Fire Laboratories. 
This means the membrane will not support a flame, propagate 
smoke, toxic gases, flaming droplets or particles and has 
achieved a rating of A2, s1, d0. Firefly™ Membrane WP is supplied in 50 metre-long, 1.25 metre wide rolls with a nominal 0.2mm thickness, 
woven glass substrate which is aluminised on one side. It is both strong and light to handle, weighing just 14 kg per roll. Although 
the membrane must be protected from accidental damage during storage and not left exposed to the elements for long periods after 
installation, it has been tested to withstand wind loadings equivalent to the UK’s most challenging climatic conditions.  www.tba-pt.com 

FIREFLY™ MEMBRANE WP OFFERS CERTIFIED 
PROTECTION FOR WALL CONSTRUCTIONS
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ARMSTRONG CEILING SOLUTIONS LAUNCHES 
NEW WEBSITE
Armstrong Ceiling Solutions has relaunched its website to better reflect 
its leading range of mineral fibre ceiling and suspension systems. 
The site's intuitive design makes finding inspiration, specification and 
installation resources faster and easier than ever before, and for those 
who like to browse on the go, it seamlessly adapts to mobile phones 
and tablets while maintaining a user-friendly experience.  
The new website advises specifiers and installers on ceiling solutions 
that transform interiors by highlighting what's new with the company 
in terms of products, professional development and services such 
as Armstrong's newly-simplified ceiling recycling programme which 
continues to help contractors, and the environment, by diverting old 
tiles from landfill. 
With clear precision, users are guided through Armstrong's market-
leading portfolio of mineral ceiling tiles, floating ceilings and suspension 
systems.  The new website also makes it super-easy for users to order 
samples, contact a technical expert and stay up to date with developments by subscribing to a newsletter or opening a ‘My Armstrong' account.  
www.armstrongceilingsolutions.co.uk

CCL WETROOMS LAUNCH NEW WETROOM 
INSTALLATION VIDEOS
The task of 
installing drainage 
and waterproofing 
solutions into a 
wetroom has been 
simplified, thanks 
to the new CGI 
animated videos 
from CCL Wetrooms. 
Providing a visual 
step by step guide 
to installing a Linear Screed Drain & Tilesure Waterproofing 
& Decoupling Membrane onto a solid wetroom floor, the 
cutting edge wetroom videos have been designed to aid the 
installation process onsite. 
The BBA approved Linear Screed Drain has a unique 55mm 
waterless Lo-Seal Trap that has been developed for installation 
into shallow screed depths. Tilesure Waterproofing & 
Decoupling Membrane creates a secure waterproof barrier that 
is guaranteed to remain waterproof for the life of the wetroom 
tiles.  www.ccl-wetrooms.co.uk

NEW FIRE RESISTANT VAPOUR CONTROL LAYER
The A. Proctor Group has launched a new innovative high-
performance fire-resistant vapour control layer, which is air and 
vapour tight, thus improving the energy efficiency and reducing 

the risk of condensation 
within residential and 
commercial buildings. 
Procheck A2 is designed 
to protect the building 
fabric from the potential 
risks of condensation, 
whilst providing the 
added benefit of serving 
as an effective airtight 
barrier. 
The unique design 

consists of laminated glass fibre and foil protected by a clear 
lacquer. It is this clear surface, which provides Procheck A2 with 
the added benefit of a low emissivity surface, which when used 
with a service cavity, can enhance the overall performance of 
the building fabric, as well as ensuring a high fire protection 
performance, with an A2-sl,d0 fire classification.  
www.proctorgroup.com

Troldtekt, one of Europe’s largest innovators and manufacturers of 
wood wool panelling has recently won an ICONIC Award 2019 for its 
exciting new ‘design solutions’ range. The new Collection has proved 
so popular it won the ‘Innovative Architecture’ Award at this year’s 
distinguished German Iconic Awards. Presented by the German Design 
Council, the Awards celebrate visionary architecture and innovative, 
sustainable products.  

Designed by in-house architect Michael Christensen, the nine new 
Troldtekt design solutions have two primary features in common: 
Firstly, they are mass-produced and therefore competitively priced. 
Secondly, they give architects great flexibility and are designed to give 
ceiling and wall surfaces a seamless look. Each solution is intended to 
form a complete acoustic surface, whether large or small.  
www.troldtekt.co.uk

AWARD WINNING ACOUSTICS WITH ELEGANT DESIGN

One of Flamco’s established products is receiving 
accolades from installers up and down the 
country. The Flexconsole Plus contains a mounting 
bracket for an expansion vessel, a Flexvent auto 
air vent, a Prescor pressure relief valve 
and a pressure gauge.

Installer Glen Wakeling from HeatSpec, a 
Leicester based installation company, has 
recently used the Flexconsole Plus in an 
impressive heating system installation in 
a refurbishment project in the heart of 
Leicestershire: “For me it’s a no brainer 
and one of the best bits of kit I’ve come 
across. Clearly it makes installation easier 
and quicker when you can combine an expansion 
vessel, a PRV and a pressure gauge in one hit.” 
For more information head for www.flamco.co.uk

FLEXCONSOLE PLUS GETS ACCOLADES

ESI Controls is taking a lead in offering the 
latest, quality heating controls. It now offers 
its best-selling RTP4RF (Programmable RF 
Room Stat) with OpenTherm technology, 
ensuring greater energy efficiency and 
cheaper energy bills whilst offering 
protection to your boiler. ESi has further 
improved its 7 day, 5/2, 24hr programmable 
room stat, which comes with key features 
that include landlord service safety and 
lockout capabilities. 
With OpenTherm, energy efficiency can 
be improved by as much as 14%. The 
RTP4RF+ offers an easy choice solution for 
all housing associations and social housing 
providers and contractors. As the every-day 
home becomes ever better connected to the 
homeowner, ESI Controls is releasing a new 
Wi-Fi controlled thermostat, enabling the homeowner not only to gain greater control of 
their heating, but to be able to do so, wherever they are. 
www.esicontrols.co.uk

ESI –  CONTROLLING YOUR HEATING

NEW CUTTING TECHNOLOGY SOLVES NUCLEAR REACTOR 
DRAIN BLOCkAGES
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Duravit Offer New 
riBa apprOveD CpD:
Material iNNOvatiON 
iN BathrOOM DesigN

Duravit are delighted to introduce their brand new 
RIBA approved CPD: Material Innovation in Bathroom 
Design. “We are totally committed to sharing Duravit’s 
knowledge from the both the design and innovation 
stand point. Our second CPD aims to help meet 
that requirement as will additional CPD’s which will 
be rolled out during 2020. Located in the heart of 
London’s architecture and design district, Duravit’s 
Showroom is ideally placed to host your CDP.  
Alternatively we can visit architectural and design 
practices to present the information in the privacy of 
your own offices,” says Martin Carroll, MD Duravit UK. 
For more information please visit www.ribacpd.
com and look under the Design, Construction and 
Technology section. Bookings can be made by 
contacting London@uk.duravit.com
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PAROC®, the leading manufacturer of energy 
efficient and fire safe insulation solutions, has 
announced the availability of its new building 
information modelling (BIM) tool. The Paroc Plug-
In has been developed to help save time when 
designing systems to protect mechanical piping, 
allowing them to configure the correct thickness of 
stonewool insulation for compliance with BS 5422. 

Using the PAROC Plug-In couldn’t be easier. The 
tool, which includes the readymade BIM product 
libraries, can be downloaded from Archispace via the 
Paroc website. Once downloaded it can be installed 
directly into the Autodesk Revit BIM software application and immediately used to configure the correct pipe insulation 
for a project. There is also a video available to view on the website which demonstrates the BIM tool in action. 

It identifies all the piping and ducting in a room and asks the user to specify the reasons why it needs to be 
insulated. Once this information has been analysed, the software then provides details about the correct thickness 
required and the recommended PAROC product to be used. The system overlay does not confine itself to merely 
adding solutions from the readymade product libraries to 2D and 3D sheets. This intuitive and interactive PAROC Plug-
In can help customers meet the scope of BS 5422, which is the industry standard for specifying the requirements for 
thermal insulating materials within a stipulated temperature range in a variety of applications.  www.paroc.co.uk

parOC®  eNsures Bs 5422 COMpliaNt 
pipe iNsulatiON DesigNs with its 
iNNOvative BiM tOOl

Ancon is leading the way in developing 
solutions to meet the Government’s tough 
new fire safety requirements for buildings, 
with the launch of an upgraded range of non-
combustible insulated balcony connectors. The 
development follows news that the existing 18 
metres height limit for combustible materials 
in high rise multi-occupancy buildings is to 
be further reduced to 11 metres, extending 
the scope of the regulations to buildings over 
4-storeys and affecting the vast majority of new 
flats, hospitals, residential care premises and 
student accommodation. 

This has again increased the focus on fire 
safety with contractors and developers 

looking to future-proof their buildings. Ancon’s insulated balcony connectors have been re-engineered and now feature 
non-combustible mineral wool insulation and improved fire-rated thermal pads to maintain their impressive thermal 
insulation properties and provide the required A1/A2 reaction to fire rating. 

As well as complying with the combustibility requirements in the current Building (Amendment) Regulations 2018 for 
wall components in high-rise residential buildings over 18 metres in height, the Ancon connectors provide contractors 
with a fire-safe solution for all multi-occupancy buildings, regardless of  height. Connectors are available in a range of 
types. For further information or advice contact Ancon’s Technical Team on 01142755224 or email concrete@ancon.co.uk

aNCON OfferiNg eNhaNCeD NON-COMBustiBle BalCONy CONNeCtOr raNge
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Managing Director of 
the Automatic Door 
Suppliers Association 
(ADSA), Ken Price, 
looks back at his 
first year at the helm 
of the professional 
organisation. 

Every journey has its 
key milestones and I have just passed one! 
It’s been a full year since I took up my role 
as Managing Director of the Automatic Door 
Suppliers Association (ADSA) - an eventful 
and profoundly satisfying 12 months after 
22 years working for the same company - in 
same sector, but very much focused on sales. 
As with any step change, this has allowed me 
to draw breath, take stock and see the bigger 
picture. 

ADSA’s overarching aims are manifold: 
to provide a centre of excellence for 
standards, training and education and a 

voice for the industry by lobbying, providing 
technical support and delivering training 
and development to support growth and 
enhance quality. Our membership is robust 
and continuing to grow, with a wide span 
of companies from market leaders to sole 
traders, manufacturers, wholesalers, retailers, 
installers and service professionals.

This means that our ‘offer’ has to be truly 
representative of all and prompts us to see 
things from various perspectives, put on a 
different ‘pair of spectacles’ and examine all 
the angles to ensure that we meet the needs 
of all. 

When I took office, it gave me the opportunity 
to ‘health check’ our organisation, review its 
achievements, its priorities moving forward 
and evaluate sector requirements against a 
changing landscape – political, environmental, 
economical and cultural. 
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ADSA has achieved a great deal since it was formed in 1985 
and I found it really useful to start at the beginning: revisit 
its purpose, consider its relevance, whether we were doing 
what we set out to undertake 35 years ago and how we were 
delivering that. I think that it is fair to say that we have stayed 
true to most of our aims but as the old school reports would 
say, there were also opportunities to “do better”.

Our mission is first and foremost to be the leading voice 
for the automatic door industry. This means speaking on 
many different topics and at various levels: direct to you, at 
international standards meetings, in boardrooms and forums 
and within the classroom. I am lucky enough to have a great 
team around me who motivate, and sometimes challenge 
my views. This is healthy and welcome – the experience and 
knowledge of my colleagues and executive committee is 
extensive and covers a wide range of expertise.

Together, we have made 
significant progress in: 
• launching additional 
membership schemes • 
making improvements 
to our IT infrastructure • 
enhancing our website 
• producing CPD and 
apprenticeship materials 

• progressing the development of our diploma which will be 
launched very soon • extending CSCS secure card checking 
scheme

We have also seen considerable uptake of the ADSA Online 
Academy which was launched two years ago and now boasts 
more than 100 courses including free and premium pay as 
you go content,  which has been accessed over 8,000 times. 
We have also launched our own newsletter, ‘Opening Doors’ 
and hosted a very successful annual meeting which allowed 
members to come together, share knowledge and provide 
valuable feedback which will help in shaping our organisation 
moving forward. 

It’s fair to say, that as an industry we have some interesting 
challenges ahead with many ‘Brexit’ unknowns around which 
the economy, sector growth, and workforce viability will 
revolve. However, what is certain, is that as a sector, we are 
stronger together, our voice will be heard and you are invited 
to join the conversation. For more information on how you can 
benefit fropm ADSA membership visit:  
https://adsa.org.uk/membership/

OpENING DOORS

CONDair CONfigure - New huMiDifier 
seleCtiON tOOl
Condair is launching a web-based humidifier selection tool, 
which enables AHU customers to design a humidification 
system from within the AHU company’s own in-house AHU 
design software. The software module, called Condair 
Configure, allows manufacturers to design and quote AHUs 
with a humidification element more quickly and easily, without 
needing to liaise directly with a Condair sales engineer.  As 
the system is web-based, any humidifier project design can be 
updated and revised whenever necessary, no matter what time 
of the day or night.  www.condair.co.uk

The A. Proctor Group received two awards at the 
prestigious CMAs (Construction Marketing Awards) in 
London recently. The A. Proctor Group won two categories: 
“Best Use of Advertising” and “Best Big Budget Campaign”. 
Their winning entry, a fashion-inspired campaign, featured 
five fantastic costumes that were made completely out of 
their high-performing construction membranes. The Marketing 
Team at the A. Proctor Group worked with students from the 

University of Edinburgh to design and construct these outfits. 
The completed costumes were then professionally modelled 
and photographed at the company’s Dunkeld Road factory 
site in Blairgowrie. The purpose of the costumes was to 
create fictional “characters” that would help explain the 
function and performance characteristics of the membranes, 
and to show where in the building the membrane would be 
installed during construction. www.proctorgroup.com

a. prOCtOr grOup wiN at 
CONstruCtiON MarketiNg awarDs
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STO ACOUSTIC 
SYSTEM pROvES 
BENEFICIAL FOR A 
ROYAL COLLEGE 
AUDITORIUM

An integrated acoustic solution from 
Sto has been used to create a balanced 
acoustic environment for a major Scottish 
medical training establishment. The 
StoSilent Distance system has been 
installed in the main auditorium space 
at the world-famous Royal College of 
Physicians of Edinburgh.

The college provides specialist education, 
training and examination services 
for the medical profession, and the 
Physicians International Conference 
Centre auditorium plays a key role in 
these activities. Says Neil Greenshields of 
LDN Architects, “our aim was to reduce 
the auditorium’s reverberation times, 
increase speech intelligibility and to work 
to the 0.9 second remit.  The StoSilent 
Distance system provided an excellent 
way to achieve the required acoustics and 
aesthetics within the space.”

The StoSilent Distance system 
incorporates a metal profile sub-
construction, onto which the recycled, 
expanded glass granulate acoustic 
boards are fitted. This lightweight, 
monolithic system can be used to create 
clean, seamless and uncluttered ceiling 
solutions.  Where ceiling voids are being 
used to accommodate services behind 
the system, it can be adjusted to suit 
the requirements, as in this case, and to 
achieve a certain aesthetic and shape to 
suit the space, creating a modern, clean, 
homogeneous, seamless appearance.

“The curved design of the auditorium 
posed certain challenges, in that there 
were a number of structural elements 
which effectively cut across the curves,” 
adds John Russell of Roskel Contracts Ltd, 
a Sto authorized applicator who installed 
the acoustic system. “Fortunately, the 
StoSilent Distance system includes a 
versatile suspension system to which 
the acoustic boards are installed. 
Together with the fact that the boards are 
lightweight, easy to cut and form onsite, 
this gave us the flexibility we needed 
to create the design of the individual 
hemispheres and help create the clean, 
seamless surfaces that were required.”

The benefit of the StoSilent Distance 
system to the end-user and onsite 
building management team is that it can 
be maintained and effectively repaired 
throughout the lifetime of the auditorium, 
to maintain its clean, monolithic 
appearance well into the future. Sto’s 
specially-formulated

StoSilent Décor M acoustic plaster was 
used to finish the acoustic system. This 
spray-applied finish features a minimal 
granular aesthetic which has a high 
degree of light resolution, and this helped 
create a visually attractive finish for the 
auditorium. StoSilent Décor M can be 
tinted to match both RAL colours, subject 
to confirmation, and a wide range of 
shades from the StoColor system.
www.sto.co.uk

Malcolm Cochrane Photography 
courtesy of the Royal College of 
Physicians of Edinburgh.
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SAFE ENvIRONMENT 
SUppORTED WITH 
YEOMAN SHIELD 
ANTI-LIGATURE 
HANDRAIL SYSTEM

  eoman Shield Anti-Ligature handrail 
system is being utilised in a dementia 
unit in South Wales. Ysbyty George 
Thomas, as part of Cwm Taf Health 
board’s Valley Life Initiative, has 
recently undergone a refurbishment to 
become a health and wellbeing centre 
for people with cognitive and memory 
problems. Throughout the design 
process of the new Dementia Unit, 
comfort and functionality for clients 
who would be accessing the area was 
paramount. 

Not only were aesthetics taken into 
consideration with a stunning welsh 
valleys mural wallpaper installed 
in between bright colourful “front 
doors” but safety aspects were of 
a prime concern. For safeguarding 
measures Yeoman Shield’s Anti-Ligature 
Guardian Handrail was chosen, as 
both a supportive and wall protection 
rail system, along the main corridor 
of Ysbyty George Thomas as well as 
through the Dementia Unit.  

This Anti-Ligature handrail has a 
continuous fixing block which runs 

the full length of the back of the 
rail eliminating any points that can 
easily have a length of material or 
cord wound around it, preventing the 
possibility of harm to patients. To 
ensure that the terminating ends of the 
handrail are not used in a similar way, 
a tightly fitted wall return is added 
to enclose the ends allowing no gaps 
between the wall and rail. 

Supplied in a dark grey colour to 
contrast with the light wall colour 
scheme, the Guardian Handrail 
dovetailed perfectly into the wall paper 
design by resembling the top of the 
depicted drystone walling. 

"We are exceptionally pleased with 
the new Dementia Unit and the look, 
quality and functionality of the Yeoman 
Shield Anti-Ligature Guardian Handrail” 
commented Jeanne Smith, Directorate 
Support Manager, Mental Health, Cwm 
Taf University Health Board.  For more 
information go to 
www.yeomanshield.com

INTERIORS
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eNhaNCe the BathrOOM experieNCe 
with a pressalit tOilet seat

When it comes to the bathroom, there’s nothing quite as 
important as comfort. With award-winning Scandinavian 
design, toilet seats from Pressalit are the perfect 
addition to any bathroom.  Manufactured with advanced 
engineering in Pressalit’s own factory in Denmark, this is 
a range that is not just designed for comfort and hygiene, 
but crucially built to last. 

With features in the range including sleek lines, 
soft close, stainless steel hinges for stability, lift off 
hinges, both sandwich and wrap over tops, there’s no 
compromise on comfort, ease of cleaning or quality with 
Pressalit’s timeless design. Allowing multi-fit to many 
different universal bowls, or created as a perfect match to 
specific toilet bowl designs, a Pressalit seat brings both 
durability and longevity to the bathroom. Manufactured 
from colour ingrained Duroplast, Pressalit is so assured 
of the design and craftsmanship of its range, every toilet 
seat comes with a 10 year warranty. 

With the easy clean Model 2000, its smooth lines and adjustable stainless-steel bottom mounted hinges this is a 
toilet seat that offers superior support thanks to its gentle slope and comfortable sit position.  With 40 models in 
the Multi fit and Collection ranges, Pressalit toilet seats can support up to 240 kg, with styles suitable for regular 
private use, frequent public use and heavy public use where extra stability is required.  www.pressalit.com

The NEC in Birmingham holdS some 500 events attracting over six 
million people every year. As part of their ongoing refurbishment 
programme, Benif Interior Film supplied by David Clouting was 
specified to refurbish one of the many washroom facilities located 
throughout the exhibition halls. Contractor T6 totally transformed the 
washroom in under seven days by covering the existing walls, cubicle 
doors and panelling with a selection of designs and finishes from the 
Benif Interior Film range.  

All the refurbishment work took place on site. An elegant marble 
design was used for the walls and a classic wood look for the cubicle 
doors matched with a grey metallic finish for the cubicle surrounds 
and panelling. Benif Interior Film is easy to clean and has low 
maintenance requirements making it the ideal choice for high footfall 
environments.

Manufactured by LG Hausys, Benif is a self-adhesive, architectural film 
that can be easily applied to most interior surfaces. With over 400 
designs and finishes to choose from walls, doors, panelling, skirting 
and architrave can be quickly refurbished to provide a stunning, cost 
effective finish. Benif Interior Film is CE and IMO Certified so can be 
specified with confidence for a wide range of applications. 
www.davidclouting.co.uk

BeNif iNteriOr filM traNsfOrMs 
washrOOM faCilities at NeC

Dik Geurts is the brand name for 
the wood fires and stoves that are 
designed and manufactured by DRU. 
2020 sees the launch of two new 
freestanding stove models. Lars 1000 
is a 1 metre high replacement for 
the existing 800 and 900 models. 
The new features include a useful 
built-in warming oven above the fire 
compartment for bread, pizzas and 
other snacks. 

Lars 1000 has a 6-kW heat output 
with 82% energy efficiency and an 
A+ energy rating. It is designed for 
freestanding use in many locations 
around the home.  Jannik Large is a 
new version of this compact range of 
stoves, designed for freestanding or 
chimney installation. A new feature is 
the elegant, slimline handle, which can 
be ordered as an optional accessory. 
It has an 8-kW heat output with 87% 
energy efficiency and an A+ energy 
rating.

Both stoves are Ecodesign 2022 ready 
and have the option of external air 
connection 
for clean 
burning 
and high 
efficiency. 

This also 
makes them 
suitable for 
modern, 
well-insulated 
homes. They 
are available 
from 
approved DRU fireplace dealers 
throughout the UK. www.drufire.com

Dru aNNOuNCes New high effiCieNCy 
Dik geurts wOOD stOves

BEFORE

AFTER
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saliCe pOCket DOOrs 
pOwer aheaD

In keeping with its policy of continuous product 
improvement, Salice has introduced an updated 
version of its industry–standard pocket door 
system. Designated Exedra, the new version 
incorporates a linear magnetic damper that 
gently controls the movement of the door as it 
moves smoothly and silently into and out of its 
recess.  

In addition, a Smove piston cushions the 
door as it closes onto the cabinet. Walter 
Gosling, Branch Director for Salice UK Ltd 
commented, “All our pocket door systems are 
now supplied in the Exedra version and like the 
previous systems, are made to measure and 
fully assembled ready for installation.  Their 
customer friendly features saw a healthy month-
by-month increase in sales in 2019”.    
www.saliceuk.co.uk
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kitCheN speCialist 
Calls ON geC 
aNDersON fOr her OwN 
refurBishMeNt

A Somerset based kitchen 
designer and supplier of bespoke 
appliances, units and islands, 
has called on the services of GEC 
Anderson for the fit-out of her own 
home. The 1990's property was 
actually constructed to blend in 
with its village location and is now 
nearing the end of a full internal 
refurbishment, carried out by Julie 
and her partner Richard, with the 
kitchen/utility being the final areas 
that they tackled.  

With more than a decade’s 
experience of designing and 
sourcing kitchen interiors for clients, Julie was fully confident in working with GEC Anderson for a project which 
required nearly 30 metres of made-to-measure stainless steel fabrications.  These included an integrated sink, 
drainer and food preparation surfaces beneath the window, surrounds for the restored Aga cooker, a continuous 
run along the opposite wall and the top for a large central island - as well as work surfaces throughout the 
adjoining utility room. 

Since its formation in 1962, GEC Anderson has built its reputation for the supply of top end stainless steel sinks 
and sanitaryware on a combination of innovative design, top quality materials and expert craftsmanship.  
www.gecanderson.co.uk
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The Variflex range, available exclusively in the 
UK through partitioning experts Style, offers 
considerable adaptability to suit almost any location 
and includes a wide choice of panel sizes and 
finishes, parking arrangements, as well as acoustic 
performance ratings. Style worked with architects, 
Threefold Architecture and contractor, Space 
Paddington, to increase the adaptability of the 
auditorium by installing a partitioning wall to divide 
the area during gatherings, talks, presentations and 
events.  

The manually operated Variflex moveable wall 
quickly closes off the auditorium to allow 
privacy for events, as members continue to work 
undisturbed in the surrounding areas thanks to 
its 57dB Rw acoustic integrity. Facing into the 
auditorium the yellow Camira Blazer fabric finish 
complements the vibrant soft furnishings, whilst the 
other side is in white melamine to maintain a light, 
open atmosphere.  www.style-partitions.co.ukCO-wOrkiNg auDitOriuM BeNefits 

frOM flexiBle spaCe  

As part of a recent refurbishment project at their London 
headquarters, Chubb selected Benif Interior Film exclusively 
supplied by leading surface material distributor David Clouting, to 
help transform a large number of flush office doors, architraves, 
splash backs and washroom panelling which had become dated. 
Specialist contractors WRAPT used a Benif Interior Film modern oak 
finish to carry out the work over seven floors of the building which 
is set in the heart of the financial district. 

Manufactured by LG Hausys, Benif is a self-adhesive, architectural 
film that can be quickly and easily applied to almost any interior 
surface. The results of the Chubb office refurbishment were not 
only visually pleasing but also extremely cost effective and practical 
thanks to the Benif’s low maintenance requirements, longevity 
of performance and importantly, none of the existing doors, 
splashbacks and paneling had to be scrapped. With over 400 
Benif designs and finishes to choose from, walls, doors, panelling, 
skirting and architrave can be quickly transformed without the need 
for costly replacements.  www.davidclouting.co.uk

ChuBB ChOOse BeNif iNteriOr filM tO eNsure a perfeCt fiNish

Paddington Works is an exclusive and innovative space 
in central London, offering members and visitors a 
variety of stimulating environments in which they 

can carry out their day-to-day work, hold meetings 
and run events.  With space flexibility an essential 

ingredient of the design, Style was contracted 
to install a Dorma Hüppe Variflex moveable wall, 

maximising acoustic privacy by effectively separating 
the main auditorium from other work areas. 
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hOwe greeN supplies flOOr aCCess COvers 
fOr iNspiratiONal uNiversity BuilDiNg

Howe Green supplied over fifty aluminium 
floor access covers for the award winning 
Collaborative Teaching Laboratory (CTL) at 
the University of Birmingham’s Edgbaston 
Campus.  The CTL is part of a £40 million 
plus investment by the university into 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) subjects. 

Howe Green 5000 Series Light Duty 
Aluminium and 7500 Series Medium Duty 
Aluminium Floor Access Covers were 
supplied to main contractor Morgan Sindall 
and were specified by Sheppard Ross.   

The covers were installed by the team from 
Morgan Sindall and infilled with ceramic 
floor tiles. In addition to ceramic tiles the 
5000 Series and 7500 Series can be used 
with marble, terrazzo, concrete, resin, wood 
or parquet flooring. The 5000 Series is 

suitable for use in areas with pedestrian 
traffic and the load performance of the 7500 
Series is for cars and light delivery vehicles 
up to 5 tonnes 
pneumatic tyre 
load. The access 
covers can be 
removed, safely 
and easily, for 
maintenance 
purposes with the 
use of lifting keys 
or Howe Green 
Access Cover 
Skates.  

The access covers fit perfectly flush with 
their surround to avoid the risk of hazard 
from slips or trips.  www.howegreen.com

John Kees Photography

Unique Carrara™ is an exciting new addition to COMPAC’s renowned Unique Collection – a distinctive and elegant 
range of quartz worksurfaces whose designs have been inspired by the textures, beauty and durability of nature’s 
rivers, forests, lakes, mountains and landscapes. Unique Carrara™ is a worksurface unique in every respect. 
Combining style and originality with a subtle meandering vein design that will light up any space in the home or 
workplace. 

Unique Carrara™ is available in a polished finish that intensifies surface 
colours or a glacé finish that provides a smooth soft sensation to 
the touch, Whether used as a kitchen or bathroom worksurface or for 
cladding a wall or a floor, Unique Carrara™ will transform spaces in the 
home or workplace into something quite extraordinary. 

COMPAC’s Unique Collection benefits from the company’s innovative 
engineering skills which ensures a virtually zero porosity surface which 
is easy to clean and maintain and will continue to perform and retain its 
elegance and beauty for a lifetime of use. Unique Carrara™ part of the 
Unique Collection from COMPAC - truly a sign of perfection.  
www.compac.es

uNique Carrara™ frOM COMpaC. let there Be light.
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL

Rinnai, global leaders in continuous flow 
hot water heating products and systems, 
is introducing the Zen & Zen Plus home 
hot water & heating system which marries 
established and proven manufacture 
durability with new technologies to offer 
great energy efficiencies, user control 
and, importantly, unparalleled level of 
comfort. 

The Rinnai Zen & Zen Plus system will 
increase comfort and reduce energy 
usage whilst also providing a highly 
economically solution for today’s 
changing marketplace.  

‘Our core expertise is the mass 
production of long-term reliable 
combustion products with advanced 
technologies – we are a global leader and 
make over 2 million water heating units 
every year for domestic, residential and 
commercial applications. We are offering 
hot water heating units together with a 
superior performance  combi boiler in 
24, 29- and 35-kW outputs,’ says Chris 
Goggin, head of Rinnai UK operations.

Some of the features of Zen & Zen Plus 
are: IOT controller as standard; Fast 
heating mode; DHW pre-heat function 
- saving wasted water; Energy monitor 
function allows user to monitor energy 
usage; flue runs up to 30 meters, Rinnai 
boiler App for android and IOS; constant 
temperature-accurate hot water delivery 
at continuous flow rates. 

There are also smart Wifi controller and 
App benefits; The Rinnai app seamlessly 
connects to the controller in the property; 
the user can control the boiler remotely 
adjusting temperature, setting weekly 
and daily programmes, receiving alarm 
functions, monitor energy usage and set 
limits. 

The Wifi and boiler controller also uses 
GPS from the user’s mobile to bring on 
the heat when you are getting close to 
home to ensure the house is warm when 
you arrive.  Rinnai Zen & Zen Plus are 
available for use with both natural gas 
and LPG.  www.rinnai-uk.co.uk

riNNai aND the art Of ZeN + ZeN plus

An individually designed and highly energy efficient 
private house, nearing completion in South Wales, is 
making extensive use of the technologies available 
within the range of South-West based OMNIE: 
including two types of underfloor heating system, 
employed to maximise the efficiency and comfort 
delivered by one of the manufacturer’s ground 
source heat pumps. 

The five-bedroom home near Yerberston, 
Pembrokshire, has been built by Richard Scourfield 
for himself and his family, targeting very low running costs and minimising environmental impact. In addition to 
excellent insulation standards from the mainly traditional construction, one of OMNIE’s SWCV 122 H1 ground source 
heat pumps was chosen to supply both ample domestic hot water for the multiple bathrooms and space heating 
throughout. 

Using a flow temperature of just 400 C, the heat delivery is via OMNIE’s TorFloor UFH system across the ground 
floor rooms which include the lounge, study, kitchen/breakfast, utility and a guest bedroom, while the LowBoard 15 
alternative was preferred upstairs for the master and other bedrooms. Ideal for retrofit where head height may be 
restricted, as well as new build projects, LowBoard comes in 15mm and 22mm thicknesses, the underfloor heating 
panels being floated or mechanically fixed over a flat timber or solid sub-floor. www.omnie.co.uk

OMNie uNDerflOOr aND grOuND 
sOurCe paCkage warMs stylish 
welsh prOperty

Condair has supplied a Condair CP3 Mini steam humidifier for 
the “spider nursery” at ZSL London Zoo. The compact wall-
mounted humidifier provides up to 4kg of steam per hour to 
the atmosphere, with its built-in fan unit. This is sufficient to 
maintain the ideal air humidity of 70%RH, as the arachnids 
would have enjoyed in their indigenous habitats from around 
the world.  

Dave Clarke, ZSL’s Head of Invertebrates, comments, "having 
worked with Condair since 2008, we now rely on their steam 
humidifiers, which we find both efficient and easy to use. 

They are particularly important for our irreplaceable populations of endangered 
species, for example our Polynesian tree snails, many of which are now sadly 
extinct in the wild.” The Condair CP3 Mini is ideal for small areas such as 
London Zoo’s spider nursery, due to its built-in fan unit and user-friendly design. 
The humidifier has a discreet fan incorporated into the top of its cabinet to 
disperse the steam into a room. 

This makes the humidifier very compact and is unlike most other humidifiers 
of its type, which are supplied with an additional bolt-on fan unit element.  
The CP3 Mini installed at the Spider Nursery has exposed drain and electrical 
connections, but it can be installed with rear entering services, to avoid visible 
pipes and cables.  This makes the system ideal for public areas or offices, which 
want an attractive and discreet humidity control solution.   www.condair.co.uk

huMiDity keeps the spiDers 
healthy at lONDON ZOO
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COMfOrt aND safety 
frOM se CONtrOls at 
haMptON sChOOl’s New 
sixth fOrM CeNtre

A new sixth form study and careers 
centre at Hampton School in South 
West London is using a combined 
ventilation and smoke clearance 
system from SE Controls to help 
provide a comfortable learning 
environment with enhanced fire 
safety.  for students and staff. 

Designed by IID Architects, the new 
building is constructed as a three-
story pod located in the centre of 
the school’s Hammond Quad, while a 
further single storey was added to the 
existing building at the southern end 
of the quad and the open space was 
covered with a glazed roof. 

In addition to meeting the building’s fire protection specification, which demands that fire fighters must be able to 
actuate the system and disperse smoke on arrival via a manual call point at the main entrance, SE Controls also had 
to integrate the ventilation solution into the BMS to provide comfort ventilation and temperature control in day-to-
day operation. 

To achieve this, 20 SHEVTEC louvred smoke ventilators were 
installed at high-level in a rooftop plenum and operate as a 
four-zone system via a dedicated controller, linked to the BMS. 
This design enables proportional actuation of the vents so that 
they can be opened in stages depending on the temperature 
within the atrium.

Although the louvres are all 1,280mm in height, five different 
widths were used on the project, ranging from 1,430mm to 
1,854mm, enabling them to fit within the structural glazing 
system’s dimensions. 
The range of sizes also ensures that the building’s ventilation 
air flow requirements are met as the vents provide a minimum 
of 50% free area when partially open.  In normal comfort mode, 
the motors open and close the louvres depending on the level 
of cooling and ventilation needed within the atrium, which is 
managed by the school’s BMS.  

If the building’s fire alarm system is actuated, it over-rides the 
BMS and all the vents are closed until the fire services arrived 
and actuate the system to manage how the smoke is cleared to 
assist fire-fighting procedures.  www.secontrols.com 

Courtesy of IID architects

A Georgian property near one of the South-West’s most popular 
tourist destinations has been converted to create two luxurious 
Airbnb lets, thanks in part to the specification of an insulated 
underfloor heating system from the OMNIE range, which has 
helped deliver sufficient output to combat the heat loss through an 
exterior envelope which, due to its Grade 1 listing status, had to 
remain uninsulated, allowing the fabric to ‘breathe'.  

The small scale but complex redevelopment was carried out by 
Sohrab Rustomjee, the principal of Bath-based SR Architects, who 
not only designed, but project managed the work, subcontracting 
various trade packages and drawing on his past experience of 
complex residential refurbishments.  The property itself is located 
in the heart of the historic city of Bath. 

FoilBoard Floating forms part of OMNIE’s UltraLow concept, offering 
low build height for both retrofit and new-build applications.  The 
1200 x 600mm panels are available in thicknesses from 18 up 
to 75mm, with their integral XPS insulation layer providing solid 
support to floor finishes while the aluminium heat diffuser ensures 
excellent transmission of warmth.  

The client’s heating installer Dale Freeman of Beefree Construction 
Ltd., installed both the 25mm and 50mm thick versions of 
FoilBoard Floating over the existing and reinstated substrates 
to address level changes: connecting the pipe runs back to the 
individual high efficiency gas boilers via six port Precision-Flo 
manifolds. www.omnie.co.uk 

fOilBOarD flOatiNg helps COuNter heat lOss 
iN graDe i listeD BuilDiNg CONversiON
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Artform Urban recently supplied a range of 
solar powered lighting elements to The Royal 
Horticultural Society’s garden, Wisley in Surrey. The 
requirement was for external lighting in prominent 
parts of the gardens to assist with wayfinding 
when dark. 

Due to the size of the gardens, the use of 
traditional outdoor lighting with permanent wiring 
was considered an expensive option. The digging 
of trenches for the wiring would also cause major disruption to the park along with a real potential of damage to rare 
species of plants. The solution to the RHS brief from Artform Urban was solar powered elements which do not require 
wiring and only minimal labour when installing. The Point Sun and Sunstone are 100% cable free, self-charging ambient 
light sources. Designed by Faktor 3, they combine very simple design with effective and sophisticated technology, to 

create a product rooted in Scandinavian design traditions. These 
products also add huge sustainable value from an environmental 
aspect as they use renewable energy directly from the sun. 

The end result is that visitors and staff can now walk around safely 
in the dark thanks to eco-friendly lighting. No plants were damaged 
during installation. The Royal Horticultural Society's garden at 
Wisley, Surrey is one of five gardens run by the Society and the 
second most visited paid entry garden in the United Kingdom, with 
an average of 1.1 million visitors annually.   www.bsfg.co.uk 

artfOrM urBaN lightiNg the way 
at rhs wisley garDeNs
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There’s a heating system 
replacement project just 
completed in Luton that has 
seen Stelrad Radiators sector 
leading low surface temperature 
radiators installed to provide 
safe heating for the youngsters 
who attend Ramridge School 
in the town. Phase 2 of this 
project, saw 32 radiators – 27 Stelrad LST i Plus Deco radiators and 5 Compact design radiators - installed in corridors and 
classrooms across the school. 

The heating system is driven by three gas fired boilers in the school’s plantroom. These LST i Plus Deco radiators feature 
Stelrad’s new easy clean feature. Pressing the ring clip between the grille, allows the user to remove the fascia, making 
access to the heat emitter inside easy for cleaning purposes. The LST i Plus Deco radiators offer the school maintenance 
team and the teachers at the school the opportunity to set the TRV’s at a comfortable temperature before replacing the 
TRV with the anti-tamper cap to prevent pupils from altering the temperature without permission. 

In addition, the radiators offer peace of mind to the school authorities as their design ensures no sharp edges or corners 
on the casings so pupils cannot harm themselves if they come into contact with the radiators, whilst mitigating the 
possibility of scalding.  www.stelrad.com

stelraD lst raDiatOrs 
keep yOuNg pupils 
warM… safely

LG has helped renovate some dilapidated social housing flats 
in Northamptonshire, with its Multi V 5 VRF solution providing 
heat and hot water through a district heating system, utilising 
four of its Hydro Kit units to provide sufficient heating and hot 
water for all the flats in this exciting new refurbishment project, 
via Heat Interface Units. 

It’s a refurbishment project, for a mirror image pair of multi-
storey social housing blocks in Kettering that may be the 
template for all such buildings – of which there are hundreds 
– proving that old, energy inefficient buildings can be turned 
around to provide sustainable tenancies for tenants in or close 
to fuel poverty, needing safe, warm homes. 

In order to keep costs of heating and hot water down, a district 
heating system was agreed, future proofing the buildings, 
utilising a central plant room to house most of the equipment, 
channelling the heating and hot water via a heat interface unit 
- in each apartment.  The two Multi V 5 units were installed on 
the roof top – the units take up minimal floor space and are 
around 15% lighter than comparable units. partner.lge.com/uk

gateway prOJeCt shOwCases lg uNits iN DistriCt heatiNg prOJeCt

riNNai hOt water – reliaBly iNstaNt, eNergy 
effiCieNt  aND lOwer fuel COsts fOr uk 
hOMeOwNers

Rinnai’s range of ErP A-rated continuous flow gas-fired hot water heaters now 
includes models specifically aimed and designed for the UK domestic market. 
The units guarantee high efficiencies and low running costs combined with 
consistent water temperatures seven days a week. 

Competitively priced, the units offer all technological advances and 
innovations, all at a similar cost to lower specification competitor models. The 
reason for the increase in popularity is that continuous flow heating systems 
are proven to be more energy efficient than conventional ones and are now 
the preferred method of hot water provision. Rinnai units meet the demands 
of any size of home and are ideal where high volumes are demanded at 
intermittent times of the day, delivering safe temperature useable hot water. 

Rinnai's multipoint 17i water heater, for example, eliminates the problem of 
sudden changes in water temperature, resulting in cold showers or scalding 
hot baths – the water temperature you set is the water temperature you get.  
The Rinnai 16i interior model measures just 675 x 370 x 139mm and weighs in at 18kg - a one-man lift. The room-
sealed unit has a temperature range of 35°C to 60°C with direct electronic ignition. Gas consumption ranges between 
4.7kW-6.5kW for Natural Gas and 4.9kW-36.8kW when using propane. 

 Meanwhile, where an external installation is required, the Rinnai 17e external multipoint water heater offers greater 
flexibility at the design stage and offers a viable solution where flue runs are problematic or internal space is not 
available. Capable of flow rates of up to 510 litres per hour at a 50°C rise, the 17e is suitable for multiple applications 
and can be specified for use with Natural Gas or propane. For smaller properties, the Infinity 11i interior unit differs 
from the 17i as it weighs 2kg less at 16kg and consumes 6.10kW-21.60kW of Natural Gas and has an 11-litre maximum 
flow. www.rinnaiuk.com

lONDON’s BOw river village resiDeNts BeNefit 
frOM DOMus veNtilatiON Mvhr

Domus Ventilation – part of the Polypipe Group – has had its HRXD 
Mechanical Ventilation with Heat Recovery (MVHR) systems installed in to the 
prestigious Bow River Village development in East London.  The apartments 
that make up the new development have been designed with modern and 
efficient living in mind, and are marketed with ‘eco-features to keep energy 
bills to the minimum’.  The Domus Ventilation MVHR units are a key eco-
feature as they provide home owners with substantial savings on energy bills 
and improved indoor air quality.

 They work on the principle of extracting moisture-laden air from wet rooms 
whilst capturing up to 87% of the heat, which would otherwise be wasted, 
and using it to temper the filtered air which is simultaneously distributed 
around the home. 112 Domus Ventilation HRXD wall mounted MVHRs, along 
with Domus ducting and sound attenuators, have been installed during Phase 
2 of the Bow River Village development.  

The Domus Ventilation HRXD is a wall mounted MVHR unit which intelligently 
matches ventilation rates to the internal environment and occupants’ 
requirements, for maximum homeowner comfort. This is achieved through 
advanced AMIE (Air Management for Indoor Environments) technology 
including features such as digital humidity control, automated summer bypass 
and accurate system balancing.  www.domusventilation.co.uk
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Stockport NHS Trust runs both community NHS services and Stepping Hill 
Hospital, which serves people across the areas of Stockport and the High Peak. 
With the responsibility of the safety and comfort of so many patients and staff, 
it is important that the trust maintain a high-quality standard within the built 
environment. 

When fire doors in the ground floor corridor 
of the hospital were identified as having 
minor damage to edges and panels, the 
trust engaged with Yeoman Shield to 
provide a solution to stop the damage from 
becoming a major concern. 
Left unchecked this type of impairment can 
lead to the non-conformity and malfunction 
of a fire door.  

Yeoman Shield supplied and installed fire 
rated FD30 Door Edge Protectors to the leading and hinged edges of double swing 
door sets along the corridor. 
Door faces were fitted with Yeoman Shield 2mm thick FalmouthEx protection 
panels, to guard against impact damage mainly caused by the movement of 
wheeled and motorised trolleys. 

Now that the hospital’s fire doors have Yeoman Shield protection fitted, the life 
cycle of the doors will be extended, avoiding the costly task of replacing them. 
Yeoman Shield door protection products have been fully fire tested to the current 
standards required.    www.yeomanshield.com 

hOspital iNstalls yeOMaN shielD tO help MaiNtaiN 
fire DOOrs

An ambitious project to boost the 
creative industries sector in the 
north-east of England has used 
Crittall Innervision steel screens and 
doors as a key design element. 

A former Grade II listed post office 
in Hartlepool’s Whitby Street has 
been transformed to become 
The BIS, the town’s new hub for 
business start-ups offering a range 
of office and workshop spaces 
augmented by specialist support. 

The £4million project, backed by 
Hartlepool Borough Council and 
the Tees Valley Combined Authority, 
is viewed as the catalyst for an 
innovation and skills quarter in a 
Victorian conservation area close to 
the town centre. 

Leeds-based architects Group Ginger 
have retained the existing post 
office building and augmented it 
with a modern two-storey extension. 
The two parts of the building are 
linked by a covered courtyard, 
described as a multi-function 
open social space which is where 
Innervision steel screens and doors, 
based on Crittall’s Corporate W20 
profiles, have been used.  

Acting as glass walls for individual 
workspaces, they also look out 
onto the social space to encourage 
collaborative partnership working 
and interaction between the new 
occupants of The BIS. 
www.crittall-windows.co.uk  

Crittall sCreeNs at the heart Of New iNNOvatiON CeNtre
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We’re setting 
the bar higher

For more information visit:  
www.adsa.org.uk/membership or tel: 01827 216136

For the past 35 years we’ve helped 
improve the quality of safety and 
installation standards for powered 
pedestrian doors.

As a leading voice for our industry, we 

work with the BSI and CEN and provide 

opportunities for members to influence  

future standards.

Be part of the conversation as a  
member of ADSA.

#bepartoftheconversation
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Kalwall® translucent cladding, exclusively available 
in the UK and Ireland from Structura UK Ltd, has 
been used for a clever retractable roof system at Club 
One in Maryland, USA. Kalwall and its subsidiary, 
Structures Unlimited, worked with SEI Architects to 
engineer a 40 x 25 metre enclosure for Club One’s 
aquatic centre comprising a six-lane swimming pool, 
warm water leisure/therapy pool and a kid’s pool with 
slide and beach entry. 

The pre-engineered aluminium frame pool enclosure 
system features a Kalwall translucent panel roof 
system with two unique openable roof systems. The 
retractable roof systems help create an atmosphere 
that allows the facility to be operated as an outdoor 
pool in spring, summer and autumn and as an indoor 
pool in winter months.  

With diffused natural daylight and resistance to solar gain, 
coupled with significant reduction in ventilation, cooling and 
dehumidification energy costs, energy-consuming artificial 
lighting and air-conditioning costs are dramatically reduced.  
www.structura-uk.com/kalwall

retraCtaBle kalwall allOws 
OpeN air swiMMiNg

CONteMpOrary elegaNCe aND 
CONsisteNCy fOr awarD-wiNNiNg 
trägerhaus

The Comet Hotel is located in Hertfordshire at the 
junction of the Barnet by-pass with St Albans Road 
close to the Selectaglaze office and factory. Formerly 
known as the Ramada Hatfield, the Comet’s multimillion 
pound refurbishment which began in 2017 is now 
complete.  A new three storey extension block, annexed 
to the rear of the hotel has added a further 52 rooms 
which reflects and enhances the silhouette of the 
heritage building. 

The hotel has also opened its own independent 
restaurant, ‘Element Bar & Kitchen’.  A replica of the Comet Racer, mounted on a 20ft high pylon stands tall outside the 
hotel.  The hotel had retained the building’s original Crittall sash windows but this did not provide the required level of 
noise insulation to a number of the guestrooms, restaurant and function spaces. To remedy this, Selectaglaze installed 
104 secondary glazed units. The secondary windows were made bespoke to ensure the best fit and included four 
different systems, specific to the project’s needs. 

All units were finished in white to match with the original external windows. Hotel refurbishments are often fast track 
projects requiring close cooperation between client, contractor and specialists. Selectaglaze has wide experience of 
working in buildings up to Grade I Listed and offers a technical advisory service and specification advice to ensure 
correct interface with other trades. Established in 1966, Royal Warrant Holder Selectaglaze is the leading specialist in 
the design, manufacture and installation of secondary glazing.   www.selectaglaze.co.uk

seCONDary glaZiNg eNriChes 
art DeCO revival Of hatfielD’s 
MOst iCONiC BuilDiNg

Imaginative architecture that creates era-defining buildings 
takes into account every aspect of an external envelope’s 
design to ensure consistency of form, quality and optimum 
aesthetic appeal. The award-winning exclusive new home by 
HAUS Collective, TrägerHAUS, located to the south west of 
Glasgow, is a perfect example of this approach. 

Named as one of the top 100 houses in Scotland since 2000 by 
the Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland, TrägerHAUS is 
an extensive private dwelling house that delivers an ambitious 
contemporary residence extending to approximately 3,750 
square feet. It's built on the periphery of the Upper Whitecraigs 
Conservation Area on a plot that slopes down from a main 
thoroughfare. Whilst the scale and main volume of TrägerHAUS 
may not be apparent at street level, this does not detract 
from the visual appeal of the property as a result of careful 
consideration of the materials for the home’s outward-looking 
elevation and main entrance. 

Key to this was the decision to utilise an elegant side sliding 
sectional garage door by leading bespoke garage door 
manufacturer Rundum Meir. The door’s manufacture in Siberian 
Larch ensures consistency with property’s other timber cladding 
elements which perfectly complement the Caithness stone 
masonry. Fully automated for ease of opening and closing, 
the garage door operates with the smoothness and reliability 
that reflects the level of quality which runs through the whole 
building.  www.rundumgaragedoors.co.uk
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GEZE DOORS 
HIT THE 
RIGHT NOTE

 EZE’s automatic doors have hit just the right 
note in the development of a London building 
which is the new home of Universal Music. Two 
automatic circular sliding doors create a chart-
topping entrance to 4 Pancras Square - one of 
a cluster of new buildings that have led to the 
emergence of Kings Cross as a creative hub.
 
They are a statement piece to the 11-storey 
angular building which reflects the area’s 
lineage as a former goods yard to King’s Cross 
railway. With an exposed weathered steel 
frame, Eric Parry Architects’ building echoes 
the industrial revolution which enabled the 
expansion of London. 

Said GEZE UK sales and marketing director 
Andy Howland: “Music is so important to our 
cultural landscape, so we are delighted to be 
opening doors for Universal Music which will 
no doubt benefit from its move to such an 
exhilarating part of the capital and present an 
inspiring environment from which to work.”  
The relocation puts Universal amongst a 
vibrant set of neighbours, including Google, 
global media company Havas, Louis Vuitton 
and PRS, as well as Central Saint Martins, 
the world’s leading fashion college. For more 
information about GEZE UK’s comprehensive 
range of automatic and manual door closers 
call 01543 443000 or visit www.geze.co.uk

Positioned side by side, the two Slimdrive SCRs provide 
a 360° drive solution combining high performance with 
unobtrusive operation – the  drives are just 7 cm in height 
and very discreet – and as pass doors are not needed, 
they maintain the clean aesthetics of the glazed façade.  
Focchi undertook the installation of the façade: glazing, 
entrance and building envelope and worked with GEZE 
UK to identify the right solution – moving away from an 
original design featuring revolving doors which would 
have prompted requirements for pass doors. 

There are also environmental benefits to the Slimdrive 
SCR selection – having only one set of doors open at 
a time, reduces heat loss and air pollution.  Emergency 
buttons on reception were also added to immediately 
close the doors and prohibit the building being surged 
by fans in the wake of a visiting celebrity! There is also 
bespoke lettering in the canopy of the Slimdrive SCR 
which was laser cut by GEZE UK  and  bespoke bronze 
lettering was added. 

Other GEZE products used around the building include 
a Slimdrive SL NT automatic sliding door with access 
control.  This allows workers to access a cycle ramp, 
meaning that they can ride straight up to a cycle store 
– an ideal solution for city commutes. The Slimdrive 
SL NT is a good solution for buildings with high levels 
of footfall and a continuous flow of people moving in 
various directions.  Almost invisible, it is virtually silent 
in operation and can move leaf weights of up to 125kg. 
In addition, there are eight pairs of TS 550 floor springs 
fitted to retails units within the building. 

This provides an option to automate the entrances in 
the future – effectively ‘future proofing’ them. Extensive 
rooftop gardens were added to the office block, which 
were intended to evoke a ‘windswept moorland’ and 
provide a peaceful oasis in the midst of the city with 
panoramic views across London. 
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TO SELL OR 
SpECIFY?

By Wojciech Brozyna, Managing Director of Aluprof UK Limited

There are many ways of completing various projects that we 
undertake in both our personal and business lives. So, what are 
the ‘drivers’ to complete the work required? How do we view 
the timeline to completion, what resources do we use and what 
inconveniences do we 
experience if we have 
to do the work again? 
Taking a step back 
and looking at these 
issues enables us to 
better understand the 
work we require and 
how to complete it.

The question is do 
we look for a ‘quick 
fix’  - one that will 
possibly fail again at 
some point, or do we 
look at a ‘permanent 
fix’, something that 
we can complete and 
forget, or hopefully 
have pride in a job 
well done? 

What about costs? 
I suppose it depends on our timing, availability of funds and 
potential inconvenience. Window and facade requirements easily 
fall within these basic parameters and mind sets. Let’s look at 
an example, a vertical ribbon glazing requirement over several 
floors, do we use curtain wall, or do we consider a stacked 
window system? 

The curtain wall, correctly specified and installed, could be seen 
as a ‘permanent fix’, whilst a vertical run of jointed windows 
could be seen as a ‘quick fix’ and certainly cheaper. So, do we 
prioritise the ‘sell’ and offer the cheapest solution, or do we 
‘specify’, offering the client the robust and probably correct 
solution for a long and trouble free installation? Maybe both 
approaches could be correct, but we need to determine the 
clients requirements. 

When a commercial aluminium systems company or installer 
quotes for a project, they are seen as the ‘specialist’. No one 
on site will generally question the specification, as long as it 
is broadly in line with the architects design intent unless the 
main contractor has employed their own facade consultant, or has 
a full time facade manager involved. In the absence of this further 
specialist do we ‘sell’ or ‘specify’? 

Often to gain an order, some installers will offer the 
most cost effective solution based on installation 
costs, but, by looking at the project as a whole and 
not the system being costed in isolation, a more 
robust system can be used at a similar cost if the 
installation was ‘Value Managed’. Value Management 
looks at every process from order through to 
completion. In the facade industry the principles of 
Value Management have been adopted by Aluprof to 
deliver competitive installations in conjunction with 
their extensive network of fabricators and installers.
 
To begin with, an overview of the complete project 
programme is needed, with each of the processes 
and deadlines for completion itemised. It is at this 
stage that options are discussed. One of the obvious 
choices is that of the system to be used for the 
facade, as with other high end systems companies, 
Aluprof offer their systems in various designs to meet 
the exact needs of the building. 

An example of this can be seen in Aluprof's popular 
MB-SR50N Curtain Wall system - far from being a 
single system there are many options to choose 
from. These include various insulation levels, capping 
options or structural arrangements and each choice 
represents a cost or a cost saving. 

It's a little like specifying options on a new car, taking 
the base model of choice as a starting point. A further 
consideration is the optimisation of aluminium profile 
cutting. To reduce wastage on fabrication, profiles can 
be extruded to special lengths which offer high levels 
of cutting optimisation which in turn reduces material 
waste, which reduces costs. 

These are just some of the important issues that are 
reviewed in the Value Management process which 
ensures that the completed project performs exactly 
as specified and perfectly meets with the clients 
expectations. Utilising BIM to its fullest extent will 
always ensure that complications are discussed and 
cleared at very early stages, this again saves cost 
further down the supply chain. Utilising BIM reduces 
the quantity of detailed installation drawings that 
need to be completed which complement the BIM 
model. Aluprof offer a wide range of BIM models 
which are constantly revised to offer as much data as 
can be easily incorporated into a current BIM project. 

With a large systems company such as Aluprof, 
working on the Value Management of a project at 
the very early stages, options such as choice of 
fabrication location can be explored to offer the 
best value and quality. An example of this could 
be complex details within a unitised project where 
a local fabricator could produce all the standard 
units and where complex, say curved units, are 
manufactured competitively elsewhere where 
specialist equipment is available. 

The key to any programme would be to add 
value, not in cost terms, but in quality and time 
performance. Time delays on site carry significant 
costs for both main contractor and consequently 
sub-contractor. To ensure that any installation meets 
exacting site requirements, new profiles can form part 
of the Value Management process. 

New profiles could offer not just a better detail, but 
new profiles can reduce costs and can reduce the 
time taken to install on site. At the extreme end of 
Value Management is the option of developing an 
entirely new system to meet a projects requirement. 
The experience within the technical team at Aluprof 
makes this option entirely possible, as it has been 
done before. 

Installation 'Value Management' could mean that on 
site teams are chosen with installers who are fully 
experienced in the exact systems being installed, 
possibly by making up new teams with highly 
experienced site agents who know the systems being 
used very well as they have worked on extensive 
installations using the same systems. 

These are just a few of the considerations reviewed 
when Aluprof are specified in any facade or window 
project from the early design stages. The results 
speak for themselves, with Aluprof’s extensive growth 
in the UK working for some of the largest commercial 
contractors. Since setting up the Aluprof Project Office 
at the Business Design Centre in London the systems 
company has rapidly grown their specification 
influence in the UK with their high performance 
architectural aluminium systems. With overseas 
growth across Europe spreading into the Middle 
East and firm roots already in the East of the USA, 
the company is becoming a global player in facade 
supply.   www.aluprof.co.uk 
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Lighter shades create extremely inviting bathrooms. “Off 
White” has become increasingly more popular as shade 
within the bathroom – a mixture of white and gentle beige 
– creates a modern, urban feel. Duravit uses shades of 
white within its new Duravit Viu/XViu and Happy D.2 Plus 
bathroom ranges. 

This subtle, understated look creates scope for individual 
design and creative options. The muted white is also found 
in the new version of the Happy D. design classic; Happy 
D.2 Plus features new Nordic White Satin Matt furniture 
finish creating an expressive combination of options in 
monochrome, harmonious tone-in-tone or contrasting. The 
new Viu ceramics series and the XViu bathroom furniture 
range from sieger design point to the future of designer 
bathrooms. 

The post-industrial elegance of the furniture appears to 
emerge from the softer, organic forms of washbasin and 
bath. This combination of light and dark styling can be 
created through the selection of appropriate colours such as 
the contrast of Black Matt profiles with light shades, while 
champagne-coloured profiles paired with white furniture 

surfaces give the bathroom a more 
gentle air.  www.duravit.co.uk

SOFT COLOURS - BIG IMpACT: 
NUANCES OF WHITE MAKE 
THEIR MARK IN THE BATHROOM
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SUSTAINABILITY AND 
SOUND DESIGN AT 
THE CHAMBERLAIN 
HOTEL

  hen interior design company Sibley Grove was appointed to re-design the public 
areas at The Chamberlain Hotel near Tower Hill in London, sustainability was 
paramount. The company ethos states that design should be a vehicle for positive 
change – both environmentally and socially. Consequently, to help achieve this, 
Troldtekt’s wood wool panels make an important contribution to the overall design of 
the luxurious interpretation of an industrial basement bar. 

As part of the concept, the interior has 
been stripped back to create height and 
volume, revealing structural columns and 
ductwork within. In addition, the façade 
has been adapted so that natural light can 
flood in and reveal the inner working of 
the space. By its very nature, this created 
a lot of hard surfaces, so Troldtekt’s 
acoustic wood wool panels were specified 
to help combat the problems generated 
by noise and reverberated sounds. 

The designers were keen to specify as 
many sustainable and Cradle-to-Cradle 
certified materials as possible such as 
wall and floor tiles, timber, carpets and 
Troldtekt’s wood wool ceilings (certified to 
Silver Level). By specifying these products, 
the environmental impact is minimal and 
also that, if and when the time comes for 
a change, the materials can be reused, re-
appropriated. recycled or upcycled.   
www.troldtekt.co.uk
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Scandinavian Elegance - With such a project 
,attention to detail is imperative. Each of the 
bathrooms within the hotel has been created with 
Scandinavian elegance as this chic minimalist design 
ethic helps to create an environment where there is a 
space to pamper oneself and relax whilst exuding a 
sense of wellbeing,

Custom Tile Solutions - One of the main 
characteristics of each of the 100 bathrooms is a large 
bathtub surrounded by marble tiles. A large single 
mirror is positioned above the dark framed washing 
area and wash basin reflecting light back into the 
room. The shower cubicle maintains the minimalist 
feeling, as it is enclosed by a sleek sheet of glass. 
The water falls from the oversized shower head 
bouncing on the tiles beneath, before disappearing 
into the bespoke single drain.  

Bathrooms in 80 of the 100 Nobis Hotels feature 
Unidrain’s customised solution linear drains. At the 
architect’s request, Unidrain created and supplied 
designer drains for the shower cubicles in the entire 
hotel. The drains for 80 bathrooms were fitted with 
Unidrain’s linear drains each with the customised 

solution option. Here 
the classic steel Unidrain 
grating has been replaced 
with exactly the same 
marble as the rest of the 
bathroom, making the 
drain almost invisible to 
the eye. 

Bespoke Solutions - At 
the Nobis Hotel, Unidrain 
worked in conjunction 
with their architectural 
advisor Dennis Bagge, to 
ensure that the clients 
every detail was met. For 
example, twenty of the 
bathrooms in the hotel 
are particularly large and 
needed extra-long drains. 
This  required a single 
drain to cover an expanse 
of more than two metres. 

Unidrain were able to 
create bespoke extra-long drains made to the client’s 
specific dimensions. These tailor-made solutions add 
the finishing touch and help to create the coveted 
wellness experience wanted in a bathroom today. This 
room has evolved more than any other in the home, 
from an outdoor WC, it transferred inside, initially as 
an enlarged broom cupboard. Now it is no longer a 
room we have for practical reasons, but a space we 
want to spend time in to pamper and relax - be it in 
a home or a hotel. www.unidrain.com

or travellers, hotels are a practical 
necessity combined with professional 
service; however, the best hotels cover 
all the practical requirements with 
efficiency and elegance and add personal 
touches and definitive style. Nowhere 
is this more apparent than in a hotel 
bathroom and the secret to this modern 
day luxury is in the choice of materials, 
tailor-made solutions and design ethos.  
The recently refurbished Nobis Hotel in 
central Copenhagen is a perfect example with one hundred 
hotel rooms, all offering enviable and totally luxurious 
bathrooms. 
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As a leading exponent in the use of  
trend-setting designs and with over 60 
years’ experience in the manufacture 
of real veneered products, Vicaima’ s 
Heritage Oak doors present figured oak 
veneer that entices the senses of true 
rustic wood lovers. 

This new wood veneer treatment has 
been inspired by authentic influences 
of nature and reflects a more recent 
market trend towards wooden doors 
that embody materials made from more 
genuine and under refined materials.

Naturdor® Heritage Oak reflects the 
unexpected harmony of nature, with 
veneer mixed randomly in a choice of 
either vertical or horizontal designs. 
These can have either a matt or 
standard sheen surface depending on 
taste. Heritage Oak can be enhanced yet 
further by the potential collaboration of 
decorative face grooves, or the option 
of deep texturing. Introduced for 2020,  
Deep texturing allows real veneer to 
take on a more rustic feel for an even 
greater tactile experience.

Other combinations are afforded by 
a choice of available frame finishes, 
ranging from Naturdor® Oak and 
Stained Ash to Dekordor® foil or Lacdor 
paint, creating a unique style to the 
whole door assembly. 

TAKING A 
LEAF OUT 
OF NATURE’S 
BOOK
  igurative knots and distinctive 
woodgrain configurations are both 
authentic and much loved wood 
characteristics that are admired and 
sought after by specifiers everywhere. 
This desire for irregularity and a closer 
affinity with nature has led leading 
interior timber door manufacturer, 
Vicaima, to introduce the new  
Naturdor® Heritage Oak finish. With its 
open grain and randomly mixed real Oak 
veneer, it takes a leaf out of nature’s 
book.

 This fusion between a rustic oak veneer 
appearance, optional face grooves and 
choice of frame finishes, allows Heritage 
Oak to blend in and accentuate modern 
living and working space for a multitude 
of applications. 

Emphasising its commitment to the 
planet and to the sustainable use of 
natural resources, Vicaima Heritage 
Oak is covered by FSC® certification. 
In addition to door only and door and 
frame assemblies, matching wardrobes 
and wall panels can also be provided.  
www.vicaima.com



5958

THE GALLERY

058
ATB

As part of the conversion, Structura 
UK worked closely with main 
contractors Willmott Dixon on the 
complete building envelope from 
the entrances and glazing through 
to repairs, refinishing and creating a 
complete new glass top floor. This 
is the country’s oldest GRP building. 
In order to renew the classic GRP 
panels, Structura installed two 
spraying booths on site to remove 
the panels then sand, recoat, respray 
and replace. 

The ability to set up dynamic on-
site spraying booths complete with 
extraction venting saved time and 
money as well as minimising the risk 
of transporting and damage to these 
aged panels. The glazing throughout 
the building was also replaced 
by Structura. Given the building’s 
listed status, this included sourcing 
bespoke gaskets from Germany 
which needed to match the original. 
The result is a stunning series of 
spaces which are visually connected 
but also allow for privacy. 

The clean sharp steel and concrete 
interior is complemented by the 
flowing panels on the exterior while 
the new roof top extension is set 
back from edge of the building 
to avoid being obtrusive. This 
is another example of how well 
Structura’s various divisions can 
collaborate to provide a one-stop-
shop for the renewal of facades. 

The ability to design, fabricate and 
install replacement glazing, along 
with cladding refurbishment and 
refinishing, creates a seamless 
project management workflow and 
reduces costs and time spent on 
site. Importantly, it negates the need 
to use several different contractors 
with the associated problems that 
can entail.  www.structura-uk.com

AN EDUCATION 
IN MULTITASKING 
AND INNOvATION

The iconic 8,500 square metre former 
Herman Miller factory on the banks 
of the Kennet and Avon Canal in Bath 
has been transformed into a new 
School of Art and Design for Bath 
Spa University with the help of some 
innovative thinking by Structura UK. 
Originally designed by Sir Nicholas 
Grimshaw in 1976 and Grade II listed 
in 2013, the architects returned 40 
years later to convert the factory 
into a modern, bright, functional and 
flexible space. 
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A timeless and modern 
cladding reinvents the Binet 
quarter. The innovative 
natural slate design looks 
like a black arrow pointing 
to the sky of Paris. The slate 
cladding offers a sleek and 
stylish appearance. The 
cladding of the building is 
formed by more than 30.000 
natural slates which have 
been carefully selected to ensure the best quality. The design which uses 
CUPACLAD® 101 RANDOM offers a dynamic look thanks to the combination of 
different slate formats (50×25, 50×20 and 50×15). 

Vincent Foubert, work supervisor of Lucas Reha, explains how it was a pleasure 
to work with slate again, and to teach his team how to install this marvellous 
material. Nicolas Barsotti, the manager of The Originals Paris Maison 
Montmartre (the 4-star hotel located on the 5th and 6th floor), highlights the 
potential of slate in modern architecture:  “I think slate can be used in a lot of 
projects due to its stylish appearance and easy maintenance.” Due to its many 
advantages including its elegant and innovative look, slate has been chosen 
unanimously. Furthermore, Dominique Marrec highlights that the slates precise 
installation convinced the stakeholders since the beginning.

Natalia Nuñez, architect and CUPACLAD product manager, explains the 
significance of the project: “This project is emblematic for CUPA PIZARRAS as 
it perfectly represents the image we want to give of natural slate; a timeless, 
durable material that perfectly answers to the needs of a daring, modern 
architecture. France is the “country of slate” and the largest consumer of slate 
worldwide. The Binet building is a reference that highlights our know-how and 
our innovative slate usage.”

This first slate-clad building in Paris highlights the futureproof of natural slate 
and contemporary architecture. Slate provides countless technical and natural 
properties and has inimitable textures and colours.  www.cupapizarras.com/uk

HOTEL BINET, 
DESIGNED WITH 
NATURAL SLATE

The Binet building is an innovative, creative and modern 
building designed with natural slate. A 4-star hotel, a 
restaurant, several meeting rooms, a headquarters and 
a rooftop bar are all located within this impressive 
building covered in natural slate using CUPACLAD® 101 
RANDOM. This modern building has been designed by 
the architecture studio ECDM Architectes. 

Located in the heart of the 18th district of Paris, next to 
the Porte de Montmartre, it offers an amazing view of 
the Sacré-Cœur. This building is part of an urban renewal 
project, initiated by Paris City Council in 2011 to reinvent 
the Binet quarter and open it to the French capital. 
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On 10th June 2019, Alan Titchmarsh, MBE, 
opened the first phase of The Welcome 
Building and surrounding landscape at Royal 
Horticultural Society gardens, Wisley, Surrey. 
The new facility has transformed the experience 
for visitors to the gardens with new buildings 
including a spacious arrivals hall, café, shop, 
plant centre and a 100 seat restaurant. 

There are now three large car/coach parks 
including Blue Badge scheme easy access bays 
for visitors in park two. One hundred metres of 
Hauraton RECYFIX® PRO 100 channel system, 
fitted with FIBRETEC® C250, 9mm HEELSAFE 
slot gratings, was used by groundwork sub-
contractor GPB Construction Ltd to drain the 
asphalted Blue Badge parking bays for visitors. 

The channels were installed between the 
bays and the path leading to the entrance of 
the new arrivals hall. The FIBRETEC® C250 
HEELSAFE slot grating was specifically designed 
by Hauraton R & D engineers to enhance the 
flow of water into the channel. The slots are 
super smooth, elliptical openings with the 
moulded bars having slightly raised triangular 

bosses along their outside edges. 
As well as providing an elegant appearance, 
the feature ensures surface water is directed 
into the slots. This configuration also helps 
eliminate any 
cross-flow over 
the grating.

The RECYFIX® 
PRO 100 channel 
component 
is made from 
100% recycled 
polypropylene 
(PP). The six 
sizes offered are 
160mm wide 
and range in height from 75mm to 250mm 
with the FIBRETEC® grating factory fitted on 
all models. As the largest unit is only 5.8kg, 
the channelling is easily handled and quickly 
installed on site. www.drainage-projects.co.uk

hauratON ChaNNels DraiN Blue BaDge sCheMe parkiNg Bays at rhs wisley

raiNguarD aluMiNiuM – 
the perfeCt MatCh fOr 
graDe ii listeD ChurCh

Needing to replace an old 
cast iron rainwater system, 
Hatherlow Church’s list of 
“must haves” was not a small 
one. Elder of the Church, 
Mat Simpson explained 
“Hatherlow Church is a grade 
II listed building, and as 
such we were looking for 
a system that would be in 
keeping with the mid - 19th 
century building, as well as 
matching existing gutters and 
downpipes already installed.

The product would also have 
to cope with the vast amount 
of water that flows from the 
pitched roof when it rains. 

“Being budget conscious, we also required the 
lowest cost possible, for an aesthetically pleasing, 
long lasting and highly functional system. Yeoman 
Rainguard managed to tick all the boxes.” 

To accommodate the large water flow levels from 
the pitched roof, 130 x 100 mm Deep Flow XL 
Aluminium Gutters were installed to the front side 
of the Church. These were complemented with the 
addition of 100mm dia. XL Aluminium Downpipes, 
sufficiently wide enough to cope with the amount of 
water captured in the deep flow gutters. 

The installation, carried out by Yeoman Rainguard’s 
team, was completed with attractive Bellvue cast 
aluminium rainwater hoppers to either side of 
the Church’s porched entrance. All of Yeoman 
Rainguard’s XL Aluminium products have a durable 
powder coated finish which not only looks stylish 
but offers 30 years plus maintenance free service.  

For more information on Yeoman Rainguard’s range 
of gutters and downpipes suitable for ecclesiastical 
and listed building projects go to 
www.rainguard.co.uk or call 0113 279 5854.  
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The reinforcement system used to prevent punching 
failure at Anthology Hale Works is the widely used 
Schöck Bole system. This reliable and trusted solution 
consists of double-headed studs and anchors, with 
spacing bars, which enable installation after the 
bottom reinforcement and before the top layer.  Two 
spacer bars are welded to the vertical studs, which 
ensure the correct distance between uprights; and the 
forged stud heads guarantee a perfect finishing bond 
with the concrete.  

When compared with a typical stirrup reinforcement 
system, an increased shear force resistance of around 
70% is achievable. It is a genuinely cost-effective and 
timesaving solution. In addition to the standard Bole 
solution, Schöck has developed three other punching 
shear reinforcement variants. The type U is a solution 
designed for installation before the lower mat; the 
type O is for installation after the top reinforcement 
layer; and the type F is designed for use in element 
slabs at prefabricating plants. 

The entire range is supplied ready for installation and 
provides a totally reliable solution to the problem of 
punching shear in flat slabs. There is downloadable 
user-friendly Schöck design software available too, 
which enables fast and simple dimensioning of the 
product to British Standards and the export of CAD 
drawings with dxf-format. www.schoeck.co.uk

SCHöCK BOLE pREvENTS 
pUNCHING SHEAR pROBLEMS 
AT TOTTENHAM HALE TOWER
  lat slab construction carries with it the inevitable risk 
of punching failure.  When loads in the stress areas are 
increased, careful thought has to be given to criteria such 
as the quality of the concrete, additional reinforcement 
content, even enlarging the column heads. These options 
are neither time efficient nor cost effective, and rarely 
solve the problem to an acceptable performance level.  In 
addressing any potential problems of punching shear at 
the major new Anthology Hale Works tower, the solution 
needed to be cost-effective, easy-to-install and certainly 
dependable. 

At the heart of Tottenham Hale, one of North London’s most 
diverse communities, Hale Village is a multi-award winning 
urban development.  It already includes a mixture of private 
and affordable homes, student accommodation and a range 
of non-residential uses including a gym, supermarket, 
community centre and church. Hale Village has been voted 
one of the top 30 best regeneration projects in the UK and 
the most Innovative Affordable Housing Scheme.   

The last piece of land currently being developed is 
Anthology Hale Works Tower. This elegant 108 metre high, 
32 storey tower offers 279 homes and over 12,000 sq ft of 
mixed commercial use. There is a selection of studios, one 
and two-bedroom homes with other features including a 24-
hour concierge, resident’s sky lounge and garden, expansive 
landscaping and private balconies. The striking design of 
the tower will act as a landmark for Tottenham Hale and 
Hale Village, whilst simultaneously achieving the highest 
design and environmental standards.

With flat slab construction and the increasing trend 
for thinner slabs, there is the inevitable risk of 
punching failure around column heads. So when 
loads in the stress areas are increased, consideration 
has to be given to issues such as the quality of the 
concrete, additional reinforcement content, even 
enlarging the column heads. These options are 
neither time efficient, cost effective and rarely solve 
the problem to an acceptable performance level.   

Construction at Anthology Hale involves a single-
storey basement box, partly situated above a live 
London Underground tunnel and bordered on one 
side by Tottenham Hale station, and existing buildings 
to the other three sides. The 32 storey building has 
a jump-formed core and concrete frame, with the 
first six levels being acoustically separated from the 
basement structure, due to the adjacent London 
Underground line. First and foremost flat slab floor is 
an economical form of construction, but it offers other 
benefits as well.  

The minimisation of shuttering time for example, 
simplification of reinforcement work, ease of 
underslab work such as ducting and just as 
importantly, the optimum use of space. However, with 
flat slab construction the risk of punching failure is 
always a critical issue. When increasing the loads in 
the stress areas, a great deal of consideration has 
to be given to variables such as the quality of the 
concrete itself, improving the reinforcement content 
and even enlarging the column heads.

None of these options is necessarily time efficient 
or cost effective. They rarely solve the problem to 
an acceptable performance level either.  So the 
ideal solution to resolving any potential problems of 
punching shear needs to be cost-effective, easy-to-
install and certainly dependable.

F
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A grade II listed Mansion on the 
outskirts of Ulverston, Cumbria, 
has respectfully been restored 
and developed by housebuilders, 
Charles Church, Lancashire.  As a 
way of protecting the future of the 
mansion, planning permission was 
granted for it to be converted into 
19 apartments and the gatehouse 
into a bungalow. Charles Church 
ensured that the conversion work 
carried out was sympathetic to 
the Scottish baronial style whilst 
respecting the original features. 

These qualities also needed to 
be reflected when it came to the 
replacement of the rainwater 
systems on both the mansion 
and the gatehouse. With over 40 
years’ experience of providing 
aesthetically appropriate, yet 
highly functional rainwater systems 
for heritage and listed building 
projects, Yeoman Rainguard were 
the perfect choice to provide a 
suitable system for the restoration.

 On the mansion house gutters 
that could not be refurbished were 
replaced with Yeoman Rainguard 
MOG 25 x 100 mm cast iron gutters 
finished in Light Aircraft Grey 
colour along with complementing 
rectangular rainwater pipes. The use 

of Yeoman Rainguard ornamental 
ear bands and corner ear bands for 
the cast iron pipes played a part 
in maintaining the authenticity of 
the façade of the building. In areas 
where replacement gutters were 
required to match up seamlessly 
to the original gutters, Yeoman 
Rainguard were able to replicate 
exact size and profiles with their 
manufacturing capabilities using 
GRP material. 

Cast iron soil pipes were provided 
from the Rainguard TX range 
providing a highly durable, easy 
to install waste water drainage 
solution. The gatehouse, tastefully 
converted into a bungalow, was 
fully fitted with brand-new Yeoman 
Rainguard cast iron MOG gutters 
and round down pipes. Finished 
in a classy gloss black paint the 
rainwater system was befitting of 
the buildings design and heritage. 
www.rainguard.co.uk    

 

yeOMaN raiNguarD plays a part 
iN BriNgiNg listeD MaNsiON hOuse 
BaCk tO fOrMer glOry

The redevelopment of a large residential property 
in Sutton Coldfield to create a £5million mansion 
is making use of Marmox Multiboard’s unique 
benefits, both inside and out, featuring within the 
pool/spa complex and then around a terraced patio 
area.  As one of the specialist package contractors 
on the project, West Midlands based IMAC Joinery 
has installed more than 100 of the 600mm x 1250 
Multiboards using the quick and reliable Marmox 
60mm dowels.  

The 10mm thick boards are held securely against 
the concrete blockwork, offering an ideal substrate 
for applying the marble tiles.   Marmox Multiboards 
are manufactured from extruded polystyrene (XPS), 
faced on both sides with mesh reinforced, polymer 
cement mortar and offer a range of positive physical 
characteristics in addition to being fully waterproof.  
They are light to handle and easy to cut, while still 
being able to sustain substantial loadings if required 
and they further offer good thermal insulation 
performance, helping to cut condensation risk. 

As well as being suitable as a tile backer, Multiboards 
also have very good load carrying capabilities and 
are regularly used as part of floor build-ups and for 
creating wet rooms.  www.marmox.co.uk

MultiBOarD features iN MiDlaNDs 
MaNsiON as MarBle BaCker-BOarD

The historic listed ruins of a former 
farm estate property, dating back 
to the 19 th century, required 
sympathetic repair whilst ensuring 
minimal disruption to the already 
fragile structure. 

These partially collapsed rubble 
stone walls had suffered from years 
of weathering and deterioration 
but were now to be incorporated 
into the annexe of a modern farm 
conversion. Flexible HeliBars were used to stabilise the ruins as they offered the ideal solution due to the irregularities in 
the direction of the mortar beds. 

HeliBars were also suitable for reinforcing the chimney breasts and fireplaces which were  to be retained from the 
previous split-level property the ruins once were. Once the concealed installation was complete, the ruins were fully 
stabilised and reinforced. The original materials were retained, structural integrity restored and the ancient walls could 
now be incorporated into the new annexe.    www.helifix.co.uk

MODerN BarN 
CONversiON gives 
listeD stONe ruiNs a 
New lease Of life
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HEAvY 3 SLATE FOR 
AWARD-WINNING NEW 
BUILD ARTS AND CRAFT 
HOME

John explains: “The CUPA PIZARRAS team 
provided exactly the support we needed for 
this impressive residential project. We worked 
closely with the design team and the CUPA 
PIZARRAS specification manager to ensure 
the correct product was used, with additional 
support throughout the installation as and 
when it was needed." 

"This really helped to keep the installation 
process on track. I’ve been fixing CUPA 
PIZARRAS slates for the last twenty years and 
use them on every job I do.” This prestigious 
project earned Thomas Robinson Architects 
the accolade of Winner in The Herald Property 
Awards for Scotland in the ‘Individual New 
Build’ category.   www.cupapizarras.com/uk

Completing the exceptional Arts and Crafts 
style at a large, private family home in 
Scotland’s Gleneagles, CUPA PIZARRAS’ 
thick Heavy 3 natural slate roofing has been 
specified and installed to provide a durable 
and lasting high quality finish across this 
impressive 680m2 roof. 

Designed to accentuate the traditional 
appearance of this stunning three-storey new 
build house, the diminishing course natural 
slate roof features a 50-degree pitch with each 
course getting progressively shorter in length 
towards the roof’s ridge. 

Expanding on the specification detail, Fiona 
Robinson design architect and founding 
director at Thomas Robinson Architects, 
explains: “After discussion with the client, 
it was agreed that an attractive Arts and 
Crafts-inspired house would suit the plot best. 
Although, natural slate isn’t a typical roofing 
choice for this architectural period, a loose 
code was set by the Gleneagles Estate to 
maintain quality and harmony in the area. This 
naturally made slate our first choice with it 
being familiar locally."

"Working alongside CUPA PIZARRAS’ 
Specification Manager, Allan Liddell, we 
specified the Heavy 3 natural slate as we 
knew it would provide the refined, traditional 
look we wanted to achieve and, more 
importantly, would deliver the hard wearing 
finish our clients were looking for. We’ve 
used it on multiple projects in the past so 
were 100% confident in its performance – the 
weather can be pretty unforgiving here in 
Scotland.” 

The blue black Heavy 3 is supplied as a 
300 x 200mm slate and, unlike the artificial 
products, the colour and the properties stay 
unalterable through time with no maintenance 
required. Split to an average thickness of 
7mm to 9mm and featuring non-rusting 
metallic particles and thin laminations, which 
form a riven surface, the finish suits this 
traditional architectural style.  The roof also 
includes mini-dormer windows to break-
up the expansive roof space, giving a fine 
detailed edge to the appearance of the house 
externally as well as creating a pleasing effect 
from the inside. 

With a combination of warm and cold 
roof construction dependent upon internal 
arrangements, the specification of the warm 
roof generally comprises 245mm-deep timber 
rafters built-up with a 190mm thickness of 
insulation, a 50mm air gap, traditional sarking 
boards and overlaid with a layer of Proctor 
Roofshield breather membrane.  The Heavy 
3 slates are securely fixed with copper nails 
combined with complex leadwork detailing, 
which included lead soakers and wood roll 
verge detail. 

This approach resulted in a robust cohesive 
system to provide excellent weather 
protection, which fully complies with Scottish 
building regulations. Installed by expert 
roofing contractor John Carey, the installation 
was completed in a seven-week timeframe. 

3
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  he Isola district of 
Milan has recently 
undergone a major 
transformation, 
making it one 
of the most 
attractive areas of the city. Due to the prime location of De Castillia 23 and its excellent 
transport links, Gruppo Unipol decided to renovate the building and occupy it as their 
headquarters.  

Gruppo Unipol wanted to create an innovative, contemporary building in keeping with the 
area. The restoration work aimed to completely change the building’s aesthetic features, 
but also to improve its functionality, energy performance and the overall efficiency of the 
building’s management. 

The architects, Progetto CMR, proposed an unusual glass prism façade design, aimed at 
reflecting sunlight in a constantly different way. This required a method of connecting the 
glass support brackets to the hollow tubular sections forming the façade. The structural 
engineer for this project decided to specify the Flush Fit Hollo-Bolt by Lindapter, an 
expansion bolt that requires access to only one side of a Structural Hollow Section (SHS). 

Hollo-Bolt was chosen as it offered significant benefits including fast installation, high 
strength capacity, clean visual finish, and a range of independent technical accreditations, 
which include the CE mark and ETA to achieve a design compliant with Eurocode 3. 

HOLLO-BOLT OFFERS 
BENEFITS FOR GRUppO 
UNIpOL RENOvATION

The main contractor MAP Carpenteria used a 
total of 6,800 size M8 Hollo-Bolts to connect 
the glass support brackets to the façade 
framework of two buildings. Installation was 
quick and easy as each bolt is inserted into 
pre-drilled holes and tightened with a torque 
wrench to recommended tightening torque to 
provide the necessary clamping force. 

The brackets then securely held each glass 
panel in the required position to create the 
elegant façade. The specification of Hollo-
Bolts provided an approved connection design 
compliant with Eurocode 3 that met the 
structural engineers requirements. Hollo-Bolts 
also provided a clean architectural appearance, 
and excellent corrosion protection thanks to 
the zinc plated finish. www.lindapter.com



INSPIRATION, APPLICATION, SOLUTION!

DRU is an approved CPD provider to 
architects and DRU fi res have many design 
features that make them ideal for inclusion 
in architect-led projects.

Complete freedom of installation 
They require no chimney, and with 
the addition of the patented DRU 
PowerVent® extended flue system,
they can be installed in the most 
unlikely locations.

Tablet or smartphone controls
You can select your preferred fl ame 
picture, heat output and much more 
using the exclusive DRU Eco Wave
app for tablets and smartphones.
It all adds up to the UK’s most 
complete gas fire solution.

Drugasar Ltd. • T: 0161 793 8700 • E: info@drufire.co.uk • www.drufire.com

DRU gas fi res are among the most 
advanced heating appliances
in Europe, with a choice of over
50 models. There are many inspiring 
designs, including 2, 3-sided, see-
through and freestanding fi res.

DRU Maestro 60/3 Eco Wave gas/electric fire
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