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dMFK and Bureau de Change
complete The Gaslight in
Fitzrovia, a contemporary
workspace in a distinctive
Art Deco setting

O

n behalf of I.S.A. (Holdings), dMFK architects and
Bureau De Change architects have completed the
transformation of an Art Deco building on Rathbone
Street, creating a contemporary and flexible workspace
in this vibrant corner of Fitzrovia.
The Gaslight embraces innovative modern design,
whilst celebrating the distinct design heritage of the
building and paying homage to the area, famed for its
history of artisanal workshops and craftsmanship. The
Gaslight, 29-35 Rathbone Street, was originally the Gas
Light and Coke Company, a robust, utilitarian facility,
with a wide, defining frontage onto Rathbone Street.
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Its current owners, I.S.A. (Holdings) have set out to
reinvent this industrial building, amplify its volumes
to create a dynamic new workspace that responds to
its unique character. In response to this brief, dMFK
architects has refurbished, reconfigured and extended
the original building with an innovative extension, new
core and roofline. (cont...)
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(cont...) Working in these new volumes, Bureau de Change has
created the distinctive interiors; their bespoke materials, patterns and
geometries add an artisanal character into the fabric of the building,
which is quite unexpected in a commercial development. dMFK’s
elegant rear extension arches back towards the upper roof, inspired
by the inclined glazed roofs found in artists’ studios and ateliers.
Its faceted, pre-patinated zinc roof floods the new spaces with light
and creates a series of distinctive internal volumes that unite the
robust utilitarian aesthetic of the original building with the dynamic
architectural intervention.
The extension, which doubles the depth of the building, is stepped
back along the width of the building, providing each floor with its
own ample terrace, each overlooking a terrazzo-lined planted garden
at ground floor level. At the top of the building, dMFK has added
two new pavilions to bookend the main façade. The studio spaces
combine high-domed ceilings and large atelier style windows, to offer
expansive views across the rooftops of Fitzrovia. A dormer window
inserted into the volume of the new roof allows for the insertion of a
new mezzanine floor, which is flooded with natural light.
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dMFK has fundamentally rearranged the building for multiple uses,
reflected in three new entrances: a dramatic courtyard entrance
into a restaurant unit on the ground floor; a refurbished entrance in the
original core for a lower ground floor gym, and a new entrance, in a
new core, for the workspaces, designed to accommodate flexible working
for multiple tenants. Throughout the main building windows have been
enlarged and replaced to rebalance the façade; brickwork has been
restored and the original decorative metalwork reinstated.
‘‘We've had the rare chance to work with the family who've owned this
unique building for decades, who were attuned to its art deco history,
but also not afraid of change. This attitude has given us the freedom
to radically alter the building to meet the needs of the market, whilst
restoring and reinventing it’ says Julian de Metz, founder of dMFK.
Drawing on the building’s art deco character and the area’s rich heritage
of craftsmanship Bureau de Change architects have created a cohesive
visual narrative that runs throughout the building. At the centre of their
scheme is an innovative sculptural intervention in the new circulation
core, that connects the four floors of offices. The two layers of bespoke,
bronze-coloured filigree mesh generates a moiré effect that obscures the
building’s concrete core.
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Underneath the suspended stairs that wrap around the core at
ground floor, the top layer of pleated mesh peels away to reveal the
intricate pattern beneath. This intervention conveys a sense of hand
craftsmanship, whilst using industrial materials and fabrication. The
cladding’s distinct character continues into the lift interiors, with details
etched on the mirror and a bespoke pentagonal blue leather handrail.
‘We wanted to test the idea of using typically industrial materials and
fabrication techniques in a way that is more craftsman-like.
The lift core and stairwell uses 85 burnished bronze panels, each laser
cut and folded to create an intricate framework. We worked with 1:1
mock ups – testing every corner detail to ensure the filigree pattern is
consistent throughout the building’ says Bureau de Change architects.
This attention to detail continues throughout the interiors. In the
bathrooms, Bureau de Change use a bespoke terrazzo panelling - a
contemporary reimagining of the original interior’s traditional timber
panelling. Wayfinding in the building uses extruded bronze signs in
a distinctive ribbon font, whilst the numbers for the building’s main
entrance are shaped into the metal railings on the restored wooden
gates.
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The hand-turned timber handles on the external entrance doors have
a tactile quality that imbues a sense of craftsmanship in the visitor’s
experience. In the workspaces, Bureau de Change has organised the
exposed services to complement the ceilings’ existing structural grid;
bespoke joinery and discreet linear lighting accentuate these open and
airy offices. The offices lead up to a new mezzanine floor, which they
have inserted into the volume of the new roof. On one side the access
to the floor is masked by a dark grey volume, whilst the contours of its
other profile are encapsulated in a bronze ribbon, echoed in a subtly
fanned bronze balustrade. www.dmfk.co.uk
The Gaslight by dMFK and Bureau De Change © Ed Reeve
The Gaslight by dMFK and Bureau De Change © Gilbert McGarragher
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Studio2 Architects Collaborate
With Fisher & Paykel To Complete A
Contemporary Beach House Project
In New Zealand

F

ound on the coast of Hahei, New
Zealand, this remarkable beach-front
property evolved from the idea of
sculpture and the existing landform to
create a site that is visually harmonious
with nature and intended to be enjoyed
by all.
Searching for a tranquil home to escape
to during their breaks from the city, the
owners, a couple with three children, enlisted Studio2 architects to execute
a Scandinavian-style space with textured-wood interiors and a logical layout
fit for entertaining. The kitchen therefore became the natural focus of the
project, with an expansive island setting
the stage for everything from a solo
morning coffee to evening drinks.

008
ATB

“This is a family that likes to cook
together and socialise together, so
this kitchen is designed to do that
efficiently and so people can come
in to help without getting in each
other’s way,” comments Paul Clarke,
Owner of Studio2 Architects Ltd. “The
layout was created in such a way that
multiple people can move easily around
the island and no-one gets “trapped”
while working. It’s a thoroughly social
experience, and a space that everyone
can be part of.”
By incorporating the intuitive and
spacious Fisher & Paykel appliances
into the space, the idea of the social
kitchen was enhanced further by
providing support for the owners when
cooking for the whole family.
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“The easy-to-use functions of the built-in
ovens enable the owners to turn their focus
to helping their children with homework or
entertaining guests, letting the ovens do
the hard work for them,” comments Alex
Van Vliet, Market Product Manager, Fisher &
Paykel UK & Ireland.
“For cleaning after messy meals, the
DishDrawer™ removes the discomfort that
loading and unloading a conventional
dishwasher causes. The appliances take the
stress of everyday living away from this family
and instead give them time for the more
important things.”
Just as with the sculptural, gyroscopic
fireplace, it was important to the team of
architects that the appliances did not detract
from other architectural elements of the
project. The minimal palette of materials used
when designing Fisher & Paykel products,
based around black glass and real, brushed
steel, were therefore the perfect fit.

“We like our products to blend
seamlessly into clean–lined modern
kitchens,” says Van Vilet. “The control
panel is clean and simple to use, and
our designer handle matches all the
products within our range, including the
DishDrawer™ and the Fridge freezer. Our
ovens are based on standard dimensions
and can be easily configured to suit
your preference - side by side as here in
Hahei House or stacked vertically; any
combination will deliver a unified built-in
solution.” www.fisherpaykel.com/uk
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PANORAMIC VIEWS OF
LONDON FROM 'THE
HAMPSTEAD PENTHOUSE'
by UNGAR ARCHITECTS

L

ondon-based architecture practice, Ungar Architects,
has completed the creation of a breathtaking new
penthouse in Hampstead, with panoramic views
across the city.
The clients, a young family of three, welcomed the
transformation of their home with open arms, as an
opportunity to create a peaceful retreat above the
city - an ‘urban treehouse’ - which they could use as
a living room and adapt to use as a pilates studio
when required.
The project is situated in Hampstead, North London
- atop a block of flats built in the early '90s. The
clients live in the top floor, three bedroom flat
and own the large flat roof above, affording the
opportunity to extend upwards.
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Ungar Architects was appointed to create a rooftop extension to take advantage
of the views and to create a large patio area around it. The challenge was to
take advantage of the views outwards towards London but to minimise the
views towards it. Its prominent location in relation to the other flats in the
development also meant that the rear of the structure needed to be solid, but
the other three sides could be glazed. Its set back and height were also critical
in relation to views from further afield. The final design is a floating curved
structure which assists with the set back, and softens the visual impact of the
extension.
Ventilated zinc is used across the roof with minimum falls to keep the edge profile as thin as
possible. The steel structure was welded and test on site in order that the materials could be
reasonably hoisted to the roof at fifth floor level. With sweeping vistas on three sides, the fully
enclosed rooftop lounge and surrounding patio adds extra light, space and beauty to this property
and a much-needed place for retreat and contemplation during these uncertain times. Director at
Ungar Architects, Peter Ungar, said: “This project has been both a challenge and a delight, and the
studio was really excited to undertake the commission for an unusual and contemporary building
which takes full advantage of its location and transforms our clients' home."
www.ungararchitects.com
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GRAHAM completes
state-of-the-art
Sports Centre for
Oundle School

L
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eading contractor GRAHAM has completed a new £24 million Sports Centre
at one of Britain's leading co-educational boarding and day schools in the
English market town of Oundle, Northamptonshire. Designed by Saunders
Boston Architects, the Oundle School Sports Centre provides best-in-class
sporting facilities with a 50-metre swimming pool, an eight court sports hall
that offers adaptable playing space for a range of sports, 70-station fitness
suite, dedicated dance studio, and three further multi-purpose rooms.
The versatile space can also be used for whole School assemblies through
the use of retractable seating. GRAHAM implemented a range of offsite manufacturing processes into its construction programme with the
main frame constructed of Cross Laminated Timber panels, providing a
sustainable structure with a high-quality finish. Dual use was factored into
the development to ensure that there will be year-round community and
sports club access to the state-of-the-art facilities that span 5,000m2 of
space.
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Sarah Kerr-Dineen, Head of Oundle School, said: “We are delighted to open our new Sports Centre to pupils and staff this
September, with a general public opening anticipated in October. It is an outstanding facility which will offer first-class sporting
provision, supporting our athletes both at the top competitive level whilst catering for a multitude of sports and leisure
activities. The versatile design of the building will ensure a memorable hospitality and viewing experience for all and we
greatly look forward to being able to welcome visitors in due course.”
Ronan Hughes, GRAHAM Regional Director, said: “GRAHAM has a strong portfolio of delivering for the education and leisure
sectors, and this project is a further example of how we do that with thought, skill, and a collective commitment to delivering
exceptional facilities to the people who matter most – the pupils, staff and local community who will use them for many years
to come.” www.graham.co.uk
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Interior
Design of
Chic Burger
Joint created
by H2R Design

H

2R DESIGN was appointed as the interior design firm for
Surround in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. The award-winning design
firm was tasked to create a fun and playful space with
sophistication for the foodies of Riyadh to gather, have great
food and to really celebrate life together. Primarily a chic
burger joint, with other indulgent quality foods, the interior
design of Surround is colourful, vibrant and an engaging space
full of quirky design features which displays the character of
the space.
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The brief was to create a fun and easy-going dining concept,
where friends and like-minded people get together, catch up
and relax over good food and good company. The venue is
conceptually divided into two spaces: the workshop (open
kitchen) and the playground - the restaurant area, depicting
the recess scene at school, where groups of friends would
congregate to catch up while enjoying a bite. (cont...)
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(cont...) H2R Design worked closely with the client to execute their vision for Surround
which resulted in the minimal yet playful restaurant inspiring the sense of community.
“We focused on making Surround a spirited ‘playground’ for adults, whilst retaining the
elegant side. This can be seen in the wall grid, taking us back to school graph paper,
with quirky sketches and ‘doodles’ that create a nostalgic language. As there is so much
boldness on the higher level of the space with pink taking prominence, we wanted to
keep it quite cool and neutral as we worked our way down”, explained Hasan Roomi, cofounder of H2R Design.
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“Our methodology was to combine the different ways of harmonising the playfulness
with the cultured. We didn’t want to scare people off by being too childlike, and we
didn’t want it to feel too sophisticated either. The pink perimeter paint was initially
alarming for the client, as it was so protruding. But once all the other materials and
furniture coalesced, they loved it! As designers, we always have to remind everyone to be
patient until the end, to really see the design as one holistic experience and to believe
in it,” he continued. The interior design features distinct use of materials and unusual
amalgamations. For example, concrete micro topping was incorporated as a neutral
canvas, and the space was built up with different tiles, marble and white, cut in different
shapes and angles. Brave colours in the furniture on the higher level form the sense of
boldness and fun, while the use of wood and rattan add a bit of temperateness.
The bold colours were influenced by the original branding, in pinks and greens. H2R
Design aimed to develop the identity of Surround holistically between the brand identity
and the location. The space encourages each visitor to use it differently, as if it were
an adult ‘recess’ area where guests can sit in a big group, as a pair or as an individual.
www.h2rdesign.com
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CCL Wetrooms launch new Wetroom
Installation Videos
The task of
installing drainage
and waterproofing
solutions into a
wetroom has been
simplified, thanks
to the new CGI
animated videos
from CCL Wetrooms.
Providing a visual
step by step guide
to installing a Linear Screed Drain & Tilesure Waterproofing
& Decoupling Membrane onto a solid wetroom floor, the
cutting edge wetroom videos have been designed to aid the
installation process onsite.
The BBA approved Linear Screed Drain has a unique 55mm
waterless Lo-Seal Trap that has been developed for installation
into shallow screed depths. Tilesure Waterproofing &
Decoupling Membrane creates a secure waterproof barrier that
is guaranteed to remain waterproof for the life of the wetroom
tiles. www.ccl-wetrooms.co.uk

New fire resistant vapour control layer

STELRAD LAUNCHES ‘BOUTIQUE’ RADIATOR SERIES
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Stelrad Radiators has launched a new radiator series of specialist
decorative and designer bathroom and kitchen radiators under its
‘Boutique’ branding, offering a comprehensive, premium range of
radiators. The new series is accompanied by an impressive new 116page brochure and its own stylish section of the new Stelrad web site.
It offers the marketplace the widest range of styles and by far the
largest selection of sizes on offer from any manufacturer in the UK.
You’ll find familiar and welcome products in the new Series but
equally you’ll find new styles and names such as Como and Lecco products exclusive to Stelrad, as well as new additions and designs
for established styles like the Concord Side Concept and Concord Side
Chrome – and even Concord Chrome Vertical. www.stelrad.com

The A. Proctor Group has launched a new innovative highperformance fire-resistant vapour control layer, which is air and
vapour tight, thus improving the energy efficiency and reducing
the risk of condensation
within residential and
commercial buildings.
Procheck A2 is designed
to protect the building
fabric from the potential
risks of condensation,
whilst providing the
added benefit of serving
as an effective airtight
barrier.
The unique design
consists of laminated glass fibre and foil protected by a clear
lacquer. It is this clear surface, which provides Procheck A2 with
the added benefit of a low emissivity surface, which when used
with a service cavity, can enhance the overall performance of
the building fabric, as well as ensuring a high fire protection
performance, with an A2-sl,d0 fire classification.
www.proctorgroup.com

FIREFLY™ MEMBRANE WP OFFERS CERTIFIED
PROTECTION FOR WALL CONSTRUCTIONS
As an independently tested, proven-in-practice and versatile
construction material, Membrane WP from the Firefly™ range
is ideally suited for use within facade build-ups and other
wall constructions, where it will offer weather as well as fire
protection while allowing moisture vapour to be vented from
the structure.
Firefly™ Membrane WP is manufactured in the UK by
Lancashire based TBA Protective Technologies, while it
has been certified as Class A2 Non-Combustible under the
challenging EN 13501-1 standard by industry renowned
Warrington Fire Laboratories.
This means the membrane will not support a flame, propagate
smoke, toxic gases, flaming droplets or particles and has
achieved a rating of A2, s1, d0. Firefly™ Membrane WP is supplied in 50 metre-long, 1.25 metre wide rolls with a nominal 0.2mm thickness,
woven glass substrate which is aluminised on one side. It is both strong and light to handle, weighing just 14 kg per roll. Although
the membrane must be protected from accidental damage during storage and not left exposed to the elements for long periods after
installation, it has been tested to withstand wind loadings equivalent to the UK’s most challenging climatic conditions. www.tba-pt.com
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TBA FIREFLY’S PASSIVE FIRE BARRIERS CPD SEMINAR
AVAILABLE ON-LINE
TBA Protective Technologies Ltd, who
manufacture the FIREFLY™ range of
flexible fire barriers, have issued their
latest CPD seminar on Passive Fire
Protection (PFP) via their website. The
introduction to the new CPD begins with
an overview of PFP, citing the importance
of sealing around pipework, ducts and
other penetrations. The presentation
then moves on to legal requirements.
Various elements of Part B of the Building
Regulations are covered.

Style’s RIBA approved CPDs now
available as webinar
Making it easy for architects to update their
knowledge whilst working from home, leading
moveable wall specialist, Style, has made its
RIBA approved CPD seminars available as a
highly accessible webinar. To book a place on
a webinar, please contact your nearest regional
Style office and for more information please visit
the CPD information page on Style’s web site.

There are various slides showing illustrated examples of the types of detailing required,
that good design should consider when deciding upon the specification of a fire barrier.
The seminar then moves on to the importance of PFP components, and provides
examples of real life installations. The presentation is completed by an example of IFC
certification and lastly, the summary. Essentially FIREFLY™ has created a straightforward
and instructive presentation, ending with a questionnaire to complete in order to receive
a 2 Point CPD accreditation. www.tbafirefly.com

Protech VOC Flex awarded BBA Certification
The A. Proctor Group, renowned for providing high-quality membrane solutions for
controlling heat, air and moisture movement in buildings (HAMM), is delighted to
announce that its’ Protech VOC Flex high performance membrane has been awarded
a BBA Agrément Certificate. Following
extensive research and development,
Protech VOC Flex was introduced as a high
performance VOC membrane, part of the
Group’s comprehensive range of ground gas
protection products.
Protech VOC Flex is a 6-layer flexible
proprietary reinforced VOC gas barrier
suitable for use on brownfield sites
that require protection from dangerous
contaminants such as hydrocarbons.
The BBA Certificate confirms that Protech
VOC Flex, in normal circumstances, will
remain effective against the ingress of
damp and water vapour, and will restrict the ingress of radon, methane, carbon dioxide,
hydrocarbons and VOC’s for the lifetime of the building in which it is incorporated.
www.proctorgroup.com

Hugely popular with architects for many years,
Style offers two RIBA CPDs on the subjects of
‘Multi-functional space’ and ‘Fully automatic
vertically rising acoustic partition
systems’.
In producing the CPD content, Style’s
team has drawn from its extensive
expertise and product knowledge with
the webinar covering key topics such as
design, structure, acoustic performance,
finishes, health & safety and maintenance.
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As ten times winner of the prestigious
FIS Contractors Gold and Silver awards, and IMS
accredited to a UKAS standard for ISO 9001:2008
Quality Management Systems, ISO 14001:2004
Environmental Management System and BS
OHSAS 18001:2007 Occupational Health &
Safety Management System, Style commands an
enviable reputation in the moveable walls sector.
www.style-partitions.co.uk

Armstrong Ceiling Solutions Launches
New Website
Armstrong Ceiling Solutions has relaunched its website to better reflect
its leading range of mineral fibre ceiling and suspension systems.
The site's intuitive design makes finding inspiration, specification and
installation resources faster and easier than ever before, and for those
who like to browse on the go, it seamlessly adapts to mobile phones
and tablets while maintaining a user-friendly experience.
The new website advises specifiers and installers on ceiling solutions
that transform interiors by highlighting what's new with the company
in terms of products, professional development and services such
as Armstrong's newly-simplified ceiling recycling programme which
continues to help contractors, and the environment, by diverting old
tiles from landfill.
With clear precision, users are guided through Armstrong's marketleading portfolio of mineral ceiling tiles, floating ceilings and suspension
systems. The new website also makes it super-easy for users to order
samples, contact a technical expert and stay up to date with developments by subscribing to a newsletter or opening a ‘My Armstrong' account.
www.armstrongceilingsolutions.co.uk
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Cupa Pizarras’ Iconic Hotel project
wins roof slate award
A prestigious CUPA PIZARRAS
project, Henderson House, has
won the Slate Roofing category at
the recent NFRC Scottish Roofing
Contractor Awards. Held at the
Grand Central Hotel, Glasgow in
November 2019, the CUPA PIZARRAS
project, submitted by roofing
contractor Avonside Roofing, won
the Slate Roofing award for the
refurbishment work carried out on
Henderson House.

building into 21 bespoke renovated
apartments, from one-bedroom to
three-bedroom duplex residences.
Part of this refurbishment included
the renovation of the roof.

Built in 1899, Henderson House was
originally Gullane, Scotland’s iconic
Marine Hotel. Built close to the
railway line terminal, the hotel was
a hub for seaside visitors.

The judges at the NFRC Scottish
Roofing Contractor Awards
commented: “The Henderson House
project was a well-executed strip
and re-slate to what has proved to
be a stunning refurbishment of an
iconic building.”
www.cupapizarras.com/uk

Since it’s time as a hotel, the
building has been requisitioned by
the army during WWII and used as
a Scottish Fire and Rescues Service
college. In 2019 the property got
refurbished into its former glory
by Cala Homes, renovating the
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After establishing that the existing
slates were not salvageable,
Avonside Roofing recommended
CUPA PIZARRAS’ Heavy 3 slate
as the ideal replacement for the
previous slate used on the property.

ALUMAFLEX® FLEXIBLE MULTI-FOIL GAINS LABC RECOGNITION FOR MAGPLY
As a slim and highly efficient thermal multi-foil insulation for use in roofs,
walls and floors, Alumaflex® is ideal for barn or loft conversions and in
general timber frame construction. The proven, high performance product
has UKAS accreditation and thanks to further investment by IPP (Magply),
was also awarded LABC Certificate No EW 1045 in July. Alumaflex®
comprises four components in 14 layers which include aluminium foil
bubble, aluminised foil, fibre wadding and polyethylene foam.
It was assessed by LABC for ‘Energy Economy and Heat Retention’ with
the registration meaning Alumaflex® is recognised by Building Control
for use in England, Wales and Scotland although the product is normally
used in conjunction with additional insulation such as PIR or mineral
wool, to achieve the required U value. Manufactured in the UK by IPP,
Alumaflex® is very versatile and installer-friendly, being initially fixed with
stainless steel staples, before normally being secured with battens to
create a cavity. Thanks to its versatility, Alumaflex® can help architects
and other specifiers achieve the highly sought after PassivHaus standard
for airtightness and perform as a vapour control layer by taping the
joints.
With its reflective foil finish, it is effective in both winter and summer,
being that it retains warmth in the cooler months, but reflects heat on hot
days therefore offering greater comfort for building occupants, as well as
lower energy bills. It is easy for builders to handle and fix, working around
complex details; making Alumaflex® an obvious choice to achieve thermal
integrity, avoiding cold bridges. It will also accommodate movement in the
building without tearing. www.alumaflex.co.uk.
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Ancon offering enhanced non-combustible balcony connector range

Ancon is leading the way in developing solutions to meet
the Government’s tough new fire safety requirements
for buildings, with the launch of an upgraded range
of non-combustible insulated balcony connectors. The
development follows news that the existing 18 metres
height limit for combustible materials in high rise multioccupancy buildings is to be further reduced to 11 metres,
extending the scope of the regulations to buildings
over 4-storeys and affecting the vast majority of new
flats, hospitals, residential care premises and student
accommodation.
This has again increased the focus on fire safety with contractors and developers looking to future-proof their buildings.
Ancon’s insulated balcony connectors have been re-engineered and now feature non-combustible mineral wool
insulation and improved fire-rated thermal pads to maintain their impressive thermal insulation properties and provide
the required A1/A2 reaction to fire rating.
As well as complying with the combustibility requirements in the current Building (Amendment) Regulations 2018 for
wall components in high-rise residential buildings over 18 metres in height, the Ancon connectors provide contractors
with a fire-safe solution for all multi-occupancy buildings, regardless of height. Connectors are available in a range of
types. For further information or advice contact Ancon’s Technical Team on 01142755224 or email concrete@ancon.co.uk
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Treat yourself
to a new fire or
stove this autumn
The Coronavirus pandemic has seen many of us confined to our homes
over the spring and summer, only going out for essential reasons such
as food shopping and exercise. One of the few positive outcomes
of the crisis is that we are falling back in love with improvements to
our homes and gardens, so this autumn, think about transforming
or replacing your old fireplace. Autumn can be a magical time of the
year. There’s a chill in the air, the nights draw in and red, brown and
golden leaves dramatically transform the landscape. When returning
from your evening walk or from a long day at work, there is no better
welcome than the dancing flames and comforting glow of a modern,
clean burning fire or stove. And today’s contemporary fires offer a
wealth of design options and striking architectural features that will
grace any home, from a modest urban terrace to a rustic rural retreat.
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Refurbish your existing fireplace - The traditional British fireplace
is an iconic structure, which is renowned throughout the world.
Its distinctive size and shape makes it a fundamental part of our
culture. However, we don’t just have to settle for a traditional fire
that looks just like the one our parents or grandparents would have
enjoyed. You can easily replace your fire and surround with elegant
new designs in gas or wood, which also deliver low emissions and
much greater energy efficiency. Take, for instance, the new Global
by DRU 55XT CF gas fire. It fits into a Class 1 chimney with minimal
building work, features the latest DRU Truflame log fire effect, can
be combined with a range of beautiful fire surrounds and is at least
75% energy efficient. The 55XT is also available as a balanced flue
fire. This means that it can be installed with or without a chimney,
either using a false chimneybreast to conceal the flue, or by inserting
the fire inside a cavity wall. Either way, you have a stunning fireplace
that will transform your living room.
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The wonder of wood - Wood fires and stoves are still hugely popular and
the latest, most efficient models are another great way to transform a
tired looking fireplace. Firstly, you can install a modern, hole-in-the-wall
wood fire into your existing brick chimney with the help of a qualified
HETAS engineer. You can even make use of the depth of the chimney
to have a 2-sided or 3-sided model, like the Dik Geurts Instyle Corner
pictured here, creating a beautiful flame picture from multiple viewing
points.
Or how about hollowing out the chimney opening to accommodate a
freestanding wood stove? This is easily achieved with models such as the
Dik Geurts Ivar or Aste, which are designed to fit into Class 1 chimneys
and combine rustic charm with modern, efficient performance.
Create a new architectural feature with your fire - Once you move your fire
or stove away from the confines of your existing chimney, the possibilities
are endless. Contemporary gas fires with the balanced flue system are
not limited in size, design or capacity in the same way as chimney fires.
You can have 2 or 3-sided fires, see-through tunnel fires, widescreen
fires and extra tall fires like the new Maestro 75 Tall pictured here. They
can be hidden behind false chimneybreasts, suspended from the ceiling,
or integrated into dramatic room dividing walls and other architectural
features.
The DRU Maestro and Metro series of gas fires come in sizes up to 2 metres
wide with many design variations, fire bed styles, interior finishes and
heat outputs. You can also select a stunning freestanding gas stove like
the DRU Passo Eco Wave model, which has a fashionable cylindrical
shape and a variety of elegant colour finishes to complement your
décor. These fires can be effortlessly controlled using a smartphone
or tablet using the exclusive DRU Eco Wave app, integrating them into
smart building control systems. Contemporary wood fires and stoves
have many of the same advantages but with even more possibilities.
There are spectacular circular models, like the Dik Geurts Odin,
freestanding or suspended cubic stoves like the Dik Geurts Bora with
its fine selection of log storage units and built-in wood fires like the
Spartherm Premium series, which have automatically controlled vertically
sliding glass doors and many other clever features.
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Go electric! - Electric fires have historically been the poor relation to
gas and wood fires because of high running costs, poor efficiency and
unrealistic flames. But that is all changing! There is now a new generation
of electric fires that are rivalling the desirability of their gas and wood
counterparts. Prominent among these is the recently launched DRU
Virtuo. Soon to be available in single-sided, 2-sided and 3-sided models,
the Virtuo has a stunning video enhanced flame picture that looks just
like a real fire. It is easy to install, includes a remote control and can be
adjusted to show a huge variety of images, with or without heat.
Bioethanol, the green solution - Many people are seeking alternative,
green fuels to replace wood, gas or electricity as primary sources of home
heating. One option that is becoming increasingly popular is bioethanol,
an odourless, colourless liquid derived from renewable plants such as
grain crops and hay. Bioethanol fires are available in a surprising range of
sizes and designs, including built-in, table-top and freestanding models.
The Ebios Passo E bioethanol stove was voted Best Fireplace Suite (other
fuels) at the 2019 Hearth & Home awards and the Ebios One 1000 is a
versatile 1 metre long coffee table model that can be used in many places
around the home. Fires fuelled by bioethanol are 95% energy efficient,
release water vapour with no harmful emissions and most require no
chimney or flue. So, freshen up your home as we emerge from lockdown.
Choose a new fire or stove and settle down to enjoy the warmth and
comfort it brings as we drift slowly into autumn. www.drufire.com
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Unidrain brings
Nordic minimalism
to 100 Bathrooms
in the Nobis Hotel
Copenhagen

024
ATB

F

or travellers, hotels are a practical necessity combined
with professional service; however, the best hotels cover
all the practical requirements with efficiency and elegance
and add personal touches and definitive style. Nowhere
is this more apparent than in a hotel bathroom and
the secret to this modern day luxury is in the choice of
materials, tailor-made solutions and design ethos. The
recently refurbished Nobis Hotel in central Copenhagen
is a perfect example with one hundred hotel rooms, all
offering enviable and totally luxurious bathrooms.
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Scandinavian Elegance - With such a project ,attention
to detail is imperative. Each of the bathrooms within
the hotel has been created with Scandinavian elegance
as this chic minimalist design ethic helps to create an
environment where there is a space to pamper oneself
and relax whilst exuding a sense of wellbeing,
Custom Tile Solutions - One of the main characteristics
of each of the 100 bathrooms is a large bathtub
surrounded by marble tiles. A large single mirror is
positioned above the dark framed washing area and
wash basin reflecting light back into the room. The
shower cubicle maintains the minimalist feeling, as it
is enclosed by a sleek sheet of glass. The water falls
from the oversized shower head bouncing on the tiles
beneath, before disappearing into the bespoke single
drain.
Bathrooms in 80 of the 100 Nobis Hotels feature
Unidrain’s customised solution linear drains. At the
architect’s request, Unidrain created and supplied
designer drains for the shower cubicles in the entire
hotel. The drains for 80 bathrooms were fitted with
Unidrain’s linear drains each with the customised
solution option. Here the classic steel Unidrain grating
has been replaced with exactly the same marble as the
rest of the bathroom, making the drain almost invisible
to the eye.
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Bespoke Solutions - At the Nobis Hotel, Unidrain
worked in conjunction with their architectural advisor
Dennis Bagge, to ensure that the clients every detail
was met. For example, twenty of the bathrooms in
the hotel are particularly large and needed extralong drains. This required a single drain to cover an
expanse of more than two metres.
Unidrain were able to create bespoke extra-long drains
made to the client’s specific dimensions. These tailormade solutions add the finishing touch and help to
create the coveted wellness experience wanted in a
bathroom today. This room has evolved more than any
other in the home, from an outdoor WC, it transferred
inside, initially as an enlarged broom cupboard. Now
it is no longer a room we have for practical reasons,
but a space we want to spend time in to pamper and
relax - be it in a home or a hotel. www.unidrain.com
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Glow Lighting
- Adding
Creative Twist
To Traditional
Techniques And
Designs
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In

2015 Emily Butterill established Glow Lighting. Her ethos is to design and manufacture
traditional lighting with a contemporary twist. Each of the lights produced by Glow is
customisable and can be tailored to a client’s individual needs.
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Emily has grown up surrounded by lighting.
Her late father ran a successful British
lighting manufacturing business and her
husband has his own commercial lighting
company. However, lighting wasn’t initially
her first career choice; Emily worked with
her father in her school holidays and it
was then that she discovered her love for
lighting. With over 20 years in the industry
her knowledge of lumens, watts, light levels
and the effect and impact they can make is
extensive.

During her time working with her father,
Emily learned about the necessary business
elements and other manufacturing methods
that unknowingly equipped her to start
her own business years later. Emily has
harnessed traditional glass blowing and
metal spinning techniques but brings with
it a contemporary styling that suits present
day interiors.
By specialising in high quality, customisable,
British made lighting and offering
exceptional customer service Glow Lighting
has gone from strength to strength. The
entire collection is designed by Emily, and
her grasp of colour and design enables
her to bring out the intrinsic beauty of the
materials, which are brought to life in 13
shades of exceptional quality glass.

So much so that if a different colour is
required to bring an interior palette together,
the team at Glow Lighting can RAL colour
match using special glass paint.
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The same Yorkshire metal spinners that
make the majority of Glow’s ceiling roses
hand spin a range of metal pendant lights,
with finishes including copper, aluminium,
nickel and burnt steel; this is oiled and
then burnt to produce a stunning iridescent
finish. These lights offer a sleek or industrial
alternative to a glass or fabric shade and are
unique to Glow Lighting.
www.glowlighting.co.uk

This unique lighting can be hung in singles
or clusters; customers can add a wall light,
match them with a table lamp or introduce a
mixture of shapes and colours allowing them
to reflect their own interior style. Making all
the lights by hand for each customer means
that every element is fully customisable,
offering a choice in size and colour of glass,
metal finish and cable length and colour,
which makes it truly individual.
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Innovative
Architecture Helps
Keep People Moving
Social trends in sports are changing. Urban activities
traditionally consigned to the urban landscape are now
being embraced by the mainstream and incorporated
into the interior sports environment. Sports such as
parkour, street football and street basketball have
been adopted by leisure companies to attract younger
members and to keep people moving.
This new encouragement in sports, movement and
activity, has led to a new generation of buildings
offering urban activities in a raw industrial environment
and which require specialist architectural innovation. For
example, Troldtekt wood wool panelling is frequently
used to combat the effects of noise and reverberation
around these large spaces while offering visual aesthetic
appeal. This trend is examined in detail by Troldtekt in
its latest theme on sports and movement which can be
found here...
https://bit.ly/2vR90l6
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The theme includes expert articles and interviews
with architects and sport science lecturers along with
relevant case studies. A good example is the 23,000
sqm Holbaek Sportsby in Denmark which encompasses
a swimming pool, racquet sports, multi-purpose hall
and mountain bike trails together with a modern Health
Centre.
Here, Troldtekt acoustic panels offer robustness and
strength and natural breathability from the wood.
The panels. with their superior acoustic properties,
dramatically reduce reverberation where physical activity
takes place. However, with cities having less space to
build on new solutions have also emerged to integrate
sport and movement inside the built environment itself.
This involves innovative thinking to create the efficient
use of existing facilities, such as schools which can
have a major impact on children’s activity levels
because it is easier and more convenient to be active
in buildings you are already using. Even sports parks
on city roofs and corridors turned into race-tracks are
become more frequent. The essential characteristics of a
good activity environment is accessibility and flexibility,
inviting and comfortable zones and movement areas
which are green and sustainable.
Troldtekt acoustic solutions are an important part of
the design, especially where activity noise is increased
and the space must accommodate everyone from keen
football players to jubilant children.

In addition, robustness and strength, such as impact
resistance to balls hitting ceilings and walls, are vital.
This is why Troldtekt is so widely specified where the
focus is on movement.
Specified throughout the UK and Europe, the benefits
of 100% Troldtekt natural wood wool panels include
high sound absorption,
high durability, natural
breathability, low cost
life cycle performance
and sustainability.
Available in various
sizes and in four grades
from extreme to coarse,
the panels can be left
untreated or painted in
virtually any RAL colour.
Samples, case studies
and technical information are easily sourced from
www.troldtekt.co.uk while information on Troldtekt’s
CSR, Environmental and Sustainability can be found
at https://www.troldtekt.com/News/Themes/Createarchitecture-for-sports-and-movement or https://bit.
ly/2vR90l6
Photo Credit: Rasmus Hjortshøj/COAST Studio
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South Wales Church Warms
To Circoboard Performance
The congregation of Salem Baptist Church
in Barry, in the Vale of Glamorgan, can look
forward to physical as well as spiritual
comfort during services next winter, thanks
to a comprehensive upgrade of the building’s
heating provision, with a full underfloor
heating system from Circoflo having been
chosen to deliver efficient background warmth.
The work has been carried out by Cardiff
Plumbing & Heating (South Wales). A key early
decision was to conceal the substantial slope in the floor, which ran from the main entrance towards the pulpit, by fitting
timber floor joists creating a 400 mm deep void which was filled with insulation. The CircoBoard panels were fitted flush
on the angle brackets supplied between the joists, although they can also be installed on battens, if preferred, before
installation of the final finished floor.
CircoBoard is one of six floor construction options available from CircofloPro. Their unique two, three or four port
‘universally versatile’ minifolds, which can be installed in a huge variety of ways with the standard fittings supplied, and
the 12mm pipe supplied in lengths of 50, 70 or 90 metres for the ultimate in efficiency and convenience while minimising
wastage. CircofloPro also provide the wiring centre, mixing units and programmable room thermostats for setting
temperatures over a 7-day period. www.circoflopro.co.uk
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OFF-GAS IDYLL GETS SUSTAINABLE
OMNIE AIR SOURCE AND UFH SOLUTION
The traumas of lockdown have prompted a boom in the
popularity of rural living, though the reality is that most
‘chocolate box’ country cottages lack contemporary comforts.
However, this will not be a worry to the purchasers of two newbuild homes in the Cotswolds idyll of Long Compton: thanks
to their highly insulated construction and a truly sustainable
building services package supplied by sector specialist, OMNIE.
The stylish appearance continues throughout the homes’ living
spaces where, as well as supplying plentiful hot water to the
multiple bathrooms, high efficiency LG air source heat pumps will
feed underfloor heating circuits to maintain temperatures during
the area’s notoriously cold winters.
Because they run so quietly, the outdoor units could be located
close to each home’s back wall, where they will continue to
harvest latest heat from the atmosphere even in sub-zero
temperatures. The Cylinder and components have been fitted in
ground floor plantrooms. As well as leaving the room interiors
free of radiators, the OMNIE underfloor heating has the added
benefit of keeping the heat pumps running efficiently over
extended periods, which reduces component wear.
This will also ensure the occupants of the Gold Stone properties
will enjoy low energy bills while the heat pumps themselves carry
7-year warranty cover. www.omnie.co.uk
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PRESTON MEDICAL FACILITY SAFE BENEATH
FIREFLY APOLLO LITE FIRE BARRIERS
The roof space to an existing commercial property in
the North-West of England has been given the added
protection of having its very large roof-space sub-divided
using the APOLLO Lite 30:30 system manufactured by TBA
FIREFLYTM.
The work within the 30 year old Spa Medica building
near Preston was carried out by Northamptonshire
based DC Fire Protection Ltd., a long term customer
of TBA FIREFLYTM, after the manufacturer had been
asked to survey the structure and provide a suitable
specification for upgrading the fire performance of the
roof. The APOLLO Lite 30:30 was recommended because
it has been developed for use in vertical separation
or compartmentation situations, offering 30 minutes’
integrity and insulation, thereby exceeding the minimum
requirements of the Building Regulations.
The non-rigid woven material is easy to cut and fix and is
chemically treated to improve its cooling properties, and
therefore prevent temperatures rising in adjoining areas.
The system has been fully tested to BS 476 Parts 6.7, 20
& 22 and is third party certified by IFCC. The six metres
long rolls of APOLLO Lite 30:30 have a minimum thickness
of 6mm and are installed using special staples as well as
heat resistant adhesive. www.tbafirefly.com
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NEW SMALL AND EFFICIENT
HUMIDIFIER FROM CONDAIR
Condair is launching the Condair RM, a new low capacity resistive
steam humidifier that can provide up to 8kg of steam to a duct.
This level of output is ideal for applications like CRAC units in
data centres, MRI suites in hospitals and high-end residential
humidification. It is also ideal for offering zonal humidity control in
branch ducts of buildings, like galleries or multi-occupancy offices,
where a specific area of the building requires an independently
managed humidity level.
The Condair RM reduces the cost of consumables, when compared
to electrode boiler humidifiers, as it incorporates a boiling chamber
that can be cleaned to remove lime scale, rather than needing
disposable plastic cylinders. It is also, therefore, a more sustainable
solution. As the Condair RM has resistive heating elements it can
operate on RO water, as well as a regular mains water supply. As RO
water is virtually mineral-free, scale build-up is nearly eliminated,
further improving the service efficiency of the unit.
As resistive steam humidifiers, such as the Condair RM, use a
submerged heating element to create steam, they react faster than
an electrode boiler humidifier that relies on the conductivity of
the water. This allows resistive steam humidifiers to provide more
accurate humidity control, as they respond faster to a control signal.
www.condair.co.uk
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Stelrad Launches
New Collection For
Bathrooms
And Kitchens

Leading radiator manufacturer Stelrad
Radiators has launched a new radiator
collection of existing and new radiators
under its ‘Boutique’ branding, offering a
comprehensive, premium range of living
space, kitchen and bathroom products.
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The new collection is accompanied by
an impressive new 116-page brochure
and its own stylish section of the new
web site. This collection offers the
marketplace the widest range of styles
and by far the largest selection of sizes
of specialist decorative and designer
bathroom and kitchen radiators on offer
from any manufacturer in the UK.
You’ll find familiar and welcome
products in the new Collection - with
names such as Caliente, Concord and
Column – but equally you’ll find new
styles and names such as Como and
Lecco - products exclusive to Stelrad,
along with Silhouette as well as new
additions and designs for established
styles like the Concord Side Concept
and Concord Side Chrome – and even
Concord Chrome Vertical.
The UK’s no.1 brand in the radiator
market is adding style and appeal to
the kitchen and bathroom and adding
colours and chrome finishes to add to
the sparkle. www.stelrad.com
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DOORS, WINDOWS & GLAZING

Selectaglaze secondary glazing helps
regenerate disused South London pub
The Grade II Listed Fellowship Inn, Bellingham – South London, was a
semi derelict pub that has recently been repurposed as a new cultural
centre for the local community and beyond. Following an extensive
refurbishment programme, the space relaunched in June 2019 as the
‘Fellowship and Star’, providing a range of social and community
benefits, through its facilities.
Given the vital repairs and conservation works the site was to
undergo, it was necessary to improve the acoustic efficiency of the
original Crittall single glazed windows which could not be removed
due to conservation restrictions. Architect Thomas Ford and main
contractor Ash Constructing contacted Selectaglaze, as an essential
element of the works was to ensure a reduction of noise ingress and
breakout from the building. Selectaglaze installed a total of 32 units across all four floors of the Inn. The
majority of the openings were fitted with Series 15 horizontal sliders. The original curved windows in the
cinema were treated sympathetically, utilising Selectaglaze’s Series 40 curved fixed lights transom coupled
to the Series 15, creating access to the primary windows for ventilation and maintenance.
Near to an external staircase serving as a fire escape, Series 40 fixed lights offering 30 mins fire integrity
were installed to protect the route in the case of an emergency. Established in 1966, Royal Warrant Holder
Selectaglaze is the leading specialist in the design, manufacture and installation of secondary glazing. For
further information, please contact Selectaglaze on 01727 837271/e mail: enquiries@selectaglaze.co.uk or
visit: www.selectaglaze.co.uk
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We’re setting
the bar higher
For the past 35 years we’ve helped
improve the quality of safety and
installation standards for powered
pedestrian doors.
As a leading voice for our industry, we
work with the BSI and CEN and provide
opportunities for members to influence
future standards.
Be part of the conversation as a
member of ADSA.

#bepartoftheconversation

For more information visit:
www.adsa.org.uk/membership or tel: 01827 216136
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Crittall jobs showcase Manchester’s 1930’s heritage
Two prestigious refurbishment contracts in Manchester illustrate the appeal of Crittall
Steel windows across different sectors. Appleby Lodge is a residential estate and the
Redfern Building an office block in a sought-after city centre location currently undergoing
redevelopment. Both date from the 1930s and both are Grade II listed. At Appleby Lodge
the three-storey blocks of 100 flats are arranged in a U-shape around a central garden.
Designed in the Streamline Moderne style much favoured by the Art Deco movement they
feature cantilevered balconies and curved cornices.
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The estate, designed by architect Peter Cummings and Gunton &
Gunton, featured Crittall steel windows when built between 1936
and 1939 and these have been replicated in the refurbishment by
the installation of Homelight Plus, the archetypal Crittall window
design. The replacement windows offer new frame sightlines that
replicate the original single metal frame windows. These new
windows are re-engineered to higher energy-saving accreditations,
offering advanced performance and enhanced security with
optional multi-point locking systems. Corporate W20 windows
were also installed as staircase screens in the communal areas as
part of the restoration and upgrading.
The flats have been described as an ‘urban oasis’ by Historic
England and past residents include Sir John Barbirolli, conductor of the Hallé Orchestra from
1943 to 1963, a fact commemorated by a blue plaque. Meanwhile, the Redfern Building
dates from 1936 when it was built for the Co-operative Wholesale Society. Contractor
Russells has upgraded the 60,000 sq ft, six-storey, brick-clad building, originally designed
by WA Johnson and JW Cropper and described as being in the Dutch brick modernism
style. Crittall W20 windows were specified to replace the original steel fenestration, the
new windows boasting frames even more slender than what had been, installed originally,
thereby allowing more daylight to enter the offices and new retail units in the prestige
building. www.crittall-windows.co.uk
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Vicaima Launches New
Website Strengthening
The User's Experience

A

lways aiming to build the perfect
online experience for its customers and
partners, Vicaima, one of the largest
European players in the production of
sophisticated solutions for interior doors,
wardrobes and panels, has just launched
a new website, which aims to improve
the ease of navigation for its users,
providing spontaneous and differentiating
interaction with all features and tools.
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Yet another innovation,
from a company which
is continuously investing
in a close, modern and
intuitive digital footprint.
Among the new features,
Vicaima highlights the speed
of the platform and the
contemporary, functional
and responsive redesign,
strategically created to
facilitate the search process
for users, in line with their
intentions, needs and desires.
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Thus, the new website is
characterized by dynamism,
accompanied by carefully
selected content, as well as
a wide range of products,
performance and solutions,
with a view to boosting
the digital presence of the
brand in the national and
international arena. This
redesign includes aesthetic improvements allowing for more immersive
experimentation and improved navigation, which allows visitors to easily
find the information they need.
“After many months of work and dedication by our entire team, we are very
pleased with the launch of the new Vicaima website. This latest step reflects
the company's ability to anticipate trends, innovate, propose complete
and exciting proposals to the market. With the new website, the user can
easily and intuitively access the commercialized products, news, catalogues,
technical information, projects and news, as well as request the download
of BIM solutions from Vicaima, quickly and effectively. We believe that we
will strengthen our position as one of the dominant players in the market.
With the new design, we expect an increase in the number of visitors and
consumption of content on our page. We look forward to feedback and
the new and exciting developments to come ", stresses Antonio Moutinho,
Director at Vicaima Group. www.vicaima.com
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Maximising
Daylight
And Thermal
Insulation

The new £15m Activity Centre at St George’s
College, Weybridge, is a beautifully designed
sports hall which sits perfectly in the College’s
Grade II listed park. It contains six courts along
with climbing walls and multi-use spaces. Here,
architects Scott Brownrigg have sympathetically
created a striking building complete with Kalwall®
translucent cladding to maximise diffused
daylighting and thermal insulation.
Kalwall was specified for the clerestory daylighting
and shaped to follow the lines of the curved roof.
This allows for diffused daylight to be cast deep
into the interior sports areas, thereby removing
shadows and glare and the stark contrasts of light
and shade.
The even distribution of light makes it easier
for players to distinguish markings on the floor
as well as spotting balls and other equipment.
Kalwall is also highly resistant to impact, making it
excellent for use in this type of school gymnasium
environment.
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Another important aspect of the specification is
that Kalwall is inherently highly insulating. For
example, a 70mm thick panel can offer values up
to 0.28W/m2K - equivalent to that of an insulated
cavity wall cavity wall. The unique ability to
transmit large amounts of usable light with low
levels of solar heat gain means less radiant energy
is transmitted.
With increased natural daylight, energy-consuming
artificial lighting and air-conditioning costs are
dramatically reduced. Kalwall is a popular choice
for projects where performance, long life cycle and
low maintenance are required, coupled with an
aesthetic finish. The lightweight system reduces
the need for supporting structures while offering
the highest protection in terms of wind-borne
debris and resistance to impact, abrasion and
point loads.
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Kalwall’s exterior face is colour stable being
formulated with a UV resistant self-cleaning resin.
This means that normal rainfall helps to keep the
surface free of dust and dirt, while at the same time
retaining its original colour during the weathering
process. www.structura-uk.com/kalwall
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Window And
Facade Acoustics
By Wojciech Brozyna - MD of Aluprof UK

Most of us will be working from home at this
time and communicating through meeting
apps in order to progress what business
we can. It is at these times we notice the
sensitivities of the microphones on our
devises and hear the sounds that we filter
out during our normal home life. When specifiers
design facades for new or refurbished properties in
our towns and cities, there are a number of factors to
put into the design mix and acoustics are becoming
crucial both in workplace and residential properties.
Different types of noise can raise stress levels in
the body, releasing a number of different stress
hormones and, as the amount of stress hormones
in the body increases, the heart rate, blood pressure
and blood sugar levels increase. Excessive levels
of these stress hormones in the body are harmful,
and should the noise be sustained, or repeated day
after day, this exposure will be affecting health and
wellbeing of building occupants.
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Cities are becoming noisier with increasing traffic
and in many building locations close to railway lines,
noisy pubs, clubs, noisy neighbours and/or flight
paths. There are street designs which include special
street furniture and planting to help reduce airborne
noise but eventually, the noise will try to penetrate
the building structure through the building facade.
Windows or areas of glazing are the most susceptible
parts of the facade as they are generally the ‘lightest’
of materials used.
Sound attenuation is best achieved by utilising
unbroken ‘mass’ of material, such as a brick wall. The
greater the mass, the greater the sound attenuation.
Depending on the time of day, noise levels of road
traffic can vary between 45-70+ decibels and this is
just over the sound level that is seen to be 'healthy'.
Old, draughty single glazed windows with poor or
non-existent weather seals are the poorest performing
windows when it comes to sound attenuation.
Even the smallest of gaps which allows a flow of air
through the window will allow noise to penetrate
the facade. So, the more airtight the window, the
greater the sound reduction. Typically a well sealed
single glazed window will offer a -30dB reduction in
sound transmission, or ‘attenuation’. In busy built
up areas single glazing is seen as inadequate. For
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every 10dB reduction in the noise level achieved,
the human ear perceives this as halving the volume.
Glazing plays the biggest part in sound attenuation,
double glazing helps, especially if the glass used is
of differing thickness.
Most materials at a given thickness will ‘resonate’
at certain frequencies and allow some of those
frequencies through, using a different thickness
ensures what passes through one will not pass
through the other. A well designed triple glazed
unit with differing air spaces and glass thickness,
will perform even better. Acoustic laminates used in
laminated glass are specially designed to minimise
sound transmission and a well designed unit can
achieve up to -45dB sound attenuation.
The use of triple seals further improve sound
reduction and high thermal performance systems
with wide high performance centre seals with further
attenuate sound around a high performance glazed
unit. Regarding specification, Building Regulations,
Part E, ‘Resistance to the passage of sound’ should
be consulted as well as a number of standards that
are currently in place.

There are also specific and differing requirements laid down
for the likes schools, hospitals and offices, to name a few.
Some company chains have their own acoustic requirements.
When specifying BREEAM rated projects, there are points than
can also be awarded for compliance in certain circumstances.
Sound attenuation is also a little more complex in application
and specifiers need to be aware that a change in window size
can have an impact on ‘expected’ attenuation levels.
Furthermore, attenuation is not linear, transmission of
frequencies may mean that at one level of frequency, in a
given window specification, sound is well attenuated whilst at
another frequency, sound attenuation will be less. Knowing what
frequencies to specify too is crucial in getting the installation
best specified for the client. Whilst ensuring airtight window
systems to increase sound attenuation, these can be provided
with ‘glazed-in’ or ‘in-frame’ acoustic ventilators which consist
of baffles and acoustic absorbing materials to allow ventilation
but with attenuated noise transmission. Acoustic ventilators
may not offer the level of attenuation required and this is
where an alternative mechanical ventilation provision should
be considered.
Depending of the configuration and specification of the design
of windows or curtain wall required, our Aluprof design team

Provisions can be incorporated such as an acoustic insert,
multiple transoms can also be used to allow the sound to
dissipate. Careful design is required to allow movement of
the curtain wall system whilst ensuring that sound does not
travel between compartments or floors of the building. Curtain
wall also has the ability to transmit impact sound across
compartments as well as airborne sound and selecting suitable
methods of construction will improve attenuation.
Whilst there is no one fix for all conditions, our design team
in London and at our head office here in Altrincham can offer
advice on how to tackle sound attenuation in both new and
existing buildings. With one of the widest ranges of aluminium
systems available in the UK we can offer you a bespoke design
to meet both thermal and sound attenuation requirements.
Since setting up the Aluprof Project Office at the Business
Design Centre in London, the company has rapidly grown their
specification influence in the UK with their high performance
architectural aluminium systems.
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Further expansion of the companies headquarters in Altrincham
now provides specifiers with meeting facilities and an extensive
showroom of commercial systems to view. With overseas
growth across Europe spreading into the Middle East and firm
roots already in the East of the USA, the company is becoming
a global player in facade supply. www.aluprof.co.uk

can assist in the best options to be specified. Where prime
windows need to remain in place, for example in listed facades,
then the option to install a secondary window system will offer
a good solution.
Using spacings of 100mm to 150mm between these windows
including the inside reveal lined with acoustic absorbing
material will offer very high levels of sound attenuation.
Flanking sound transmission is quite a talking point in the
industry. On almost every acoustic assessment when there is a
continuous curtain wall, sound can travel through the facade to
other floors, the reason for this is that the box will allow sound
to travel unless it is broken per floor.
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Key Considerations When
Specifying Ladders
Tony Stevens, Technical Estimator at Bilco UK
outlines some key factors to be considered when
specifying ladders for accessing a roof area.
Where is the ladder going to be used? If the
ladder is required to gain access to the roof and
to be mounted externally it will require a safety
cage and guard rail to enter the roof safely.
What is the ladder going to be used with? You
need to have a clear understanding of the
type of access product the ladder is going to
be used with. For a small hatch, such as the
Bilco E-50TB, which has internal dimensions of
915mm x 915mm, a fixed vertical ladder should
be specified.
A retractable ladder would not be recommended
for the E-50TB as the ladder angle would hinder
access when you get close to the hatch. Where
frequent access to the roof area is required for
maintenance personnel, tools and equipment
a companionway roof hatch, like the CS-50TB
which is a larger elongated access hatch, is
generally required.
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In this instance a companionway ladder or a
retractable ladder can be specified (the maximum
size for companionway would
be 2440mm and 1500mm for
retractable). The companionway
ladder is a 75 degree angled,
rigid ladder providing permanent
access to the roof hatch.
Retractable ladders are ideal
for use in areas where the floor
space must be kept clear. They
can be mounted above a ceiling
and be offered with additional
vertical backboards with steps
and a handrail.
They can also be supplied with
fire rating. Where access is
required to the roof area via a
smoke ventilator, like the Bilco
ESW-50REM, a retractable ladder is not an
option. The very nature of the mechanism of
a retractable ladder would prevent the flow of
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smoke through the vent. It would therefore be
counterproductive to use a retractable ladder
with a smoke vent, although we have seen
this specified on more than one occasion! The
only recommended ladder for use with a smoke
ventilator is a fixed vertical ladder, due to the
small footprint of this type of ladder.
Ladder Height - Knowing the height of the floor
to underside of roof access hatch that you wish
to access may seem incredibly obvious, but you
may be surprised by the number of ladders that
are specified either too short or too long for the
height required!
Roof Void Height - When specifying a retractable
ladder it is essential that you know the height of
the roof void - the space between the ceiling and
the roof. This is to ensure the ladder box liner
will fit inside the space once retracted.
What happens if you get the specification
wrong? If you specify a small hatch for use with
a companionway ladder or retractable ladder it
will be difficult to access. If you specify a large
length hatch, it will be difficult to access from
a fixed vertical ladder. The worker will have to
overstretch to open and close the hatch, putting
themselves into an unsafe position.
If you specify a retractable ladder with a smoke
ventilator you will compromise the integrity of
the smoke ventilator by blocking the flow of
smoke. To conclude, specifying ladders might
seem like a straightforward aspect of a building
project but the health and safety and functionality
implications are far reaching.
Always ensure you specify the right type of ladder
and hatch that will provide the safest and easiest
access to the roof area. If you need help with the
specifying the right ladder to use for roof access
please contact tony.stevens@access-360.co.uk
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Sustainability And
Sound Design at The
Chamberlain Hotel

W

hen interior design company Sibley Grove was appointed
to re-design the public areas at The Chamberlain Hotel
near Tower Hill in London, sustainability was paramount.
The company ethos states that design should be a vehicle
for positive change – both environmentally and socially.
Consequently, to help achieve this, Troldtekt’s wood wool
panels make an important contribution to the overall
design of the luxurious interpretation of an industrial
basement bar.
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As part of the concept, the interior has been stripped
back to create height and volume, revealing structural
columns and ductwork within. In addition, the façade has
been adapted so that natural light can flood in and reveal
the inner working of the space. By its very nature, this
created a lot of hard surfaces, so Troldtekt’s acoustic wood
wool panels were specified to help combat the problems
generated by noise and reverberated sounds.
The designers were keen to specify as many sustainable
and Cradle-to-Cradle certified materials as possible such
as wall and floor tiles, timber, carpets and Troldtekt’s
wood wool ceilings (certified to Silver Level). By specifying
these products, the environmental impact is minimal and
also that, if and when the time comes for a change, the
materials can be reused, re-appropriated. recycled or
upcycled. www.troldtekt.co.uk
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Howe Green
Supplies
Floor Access
Covers
For
Inspirational
University
Building
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H

owe Green supplied over fifty aluminium floor access
covers for the award winning Collaborative Teaching
Laboratory (CTL) at the University of Birmingham’s
Edgbaston Campus. The CTL is part of a £40 million
plus investment by the university into Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)
subjects.
Howe Green 5000 Series Light Duty Aluminium and
7500 Series Medium Duty Aluminium Floor Access
Covers were supplied to main contractor Morgan
Sindall and were specified by Sheppard Ross.
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The covers were installed by the team from Morgan Sindall and
infilled with ceramic floor tiles. In addition to ceramic tiles the
5000 Series and 7500 Series can be used with marble, terrazzo,
concrete, resin, wood or parquet flooring. The 5000 Series is
suitable for use in areas with pedestrian traffic and the load
performance of the 7500 Series is for cars and light delivery

vehicles up to 5 tonnes pneumatic tyre load. The access covers
can be removed, safely and easily, for maintenance purposes
with the use of lifting keys or Howe Green Access Cover Skates.
The access covers fit perfectly flush with their surround to
avoid the risk of hazard from slips or trips.
www.howegreen.com
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Sculptural Curves At
One Blackfriars

A
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rmourcoat’s Sculptural threedimensional wall finish features
in the ground floor foyer at One
Blackfriars residential tower on
London’s South Bank. The building
designed by SimpsonHaugh and
Partners is a compelling architectural
achievement, with a stunning arc
of glass taking inspiration from
Sarpaneva’s Lansetti II vase.

Sculptural design was specified by
the studio for the flanking feature
walls to provide a sense of scale
and grandeur on entering the space.
Sculptural wall designs are created
using a combination of traditional
hand sculpting and computer aided
design to ensure total accuracy
during installation whilst retaining
the essence of hand crafting.

Inside the building the curves
continue with a vast, immaculate
resident foyer and lift lobby by
London-based luxury interior
design studio, Goddard Littlefair.
With their signature quality and
attention to detail it provides the
feeling of a five-star hotel entrance.
Armourcoat’s seamless ‘Fluted’

The panels are mineral based
and incorporate up to 30% postconsumer recycled content, are
non-toxic and are completely
non-combustible. Once the panels
are installed each design can be
finished in a range of decorative
surface finishes.
www.armourcoat.com
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Photography by Franklin & Franklin
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Soft Colours - Big
Impact: Nuances Of
White Make Their Mark
In The Bathroom
Lighter shades create extremely inviting bathrooms. “Off
White” has become increasingly more popular as shade
within the bathroom – a mixture of white and gentle beige
– creates a modern, urban feel. Duravit uses shades of
white within its new Duravit Viu/XViu and Happy D.2 Plus
bathroom ranges.
This subtle, understated look creates scope for individual
design and creative options. The muted white is also found
in the new version of the Happy D. design classic; Happy
D.2 Plus features new Nordic White Satin Matt furniture
finish creating an expressive combination of options in
monochrome, harmonious tone-in-tone or contrasting. The
new Viu ceramics series and the XViu bathroom furniture
range from sieger design point to the future of designer
bathrooms.
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The post-industrial elegance of the furniture appears to
emerge from the softer, organic forms of washbasin and bath. This combination of
light and dark styling can be created through the selection of appropriate colours such
as the contrast of Black Matt profiles with light shades, while champagne-coloured
profiles paired with white furniture surfaces give the bathroom a more gentle air.
www.duravit.co.uk
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Nordic Copper –
Bristol Fashion

A

major new residential building in Bristol is defined by its 170m long façade, clad in Nordic Brown Light pre-oxidised copper
– adding a warm, naturally developing character and complementing its 1970s Grade II listed neighbour. Designed by
Ferguson Mann Architects (FMA), the Copper Building is the second phase of Bristol’s Lakeshore residential development
for Urban Splash, set in 10 acres of established landscape surrounding a lake. It follows FMA’s redevelopment of the
iconic Grade II listed former headquarters of Imperial Tobacco, designed during the 1970s in the International Style by
Skidmore, Owings and Merrill (SOM). The new Copper Building replaces the SOM-designed factory, demolished in the
1990s, and provides 136 apartments for rent or for sale, including purchase through Shared Ownership. Project architect
Nick Brown explained FMA’s design strategy: ‘The factory building that occupied the northern edge of the site was
particularly significant, not just for the local area but Bristol as a whole. Without it, the northern edge of the site felt
incomplete and it was an obvious decision to create a new building, enclosing the parkland and addressing the street
and retail park to the north.
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Complementing Context - ‘The form and language of the Copper Building were always
intended as a reference to its Cor-ten steel clad predecessor. Although our initial design
included Cor-ten steel cladding, as it developed, we sought a more friendly and economic
material to speak of the industrial heritage of the site, yet in a warmer and more refined
way – a material with some life, that would patinate subtly over time. The warm colour of the
Nordic Brown Light pre-oxidised copper, along with the longevity, sustainability and natural
credentials of copper made it the perfect choice. ‘
The rigorous 3.6m wide structural grid that defined all elements of the SOM-designed, Miesinspired Phase 1 building was a key driver in the design of the Copper Building. The lake
frontage is an open grid of timber-clad balconies with generous glazing. However, the street
and end facades are more varied with a mix of 3.6m, 7.2m and 10.8m ‘design bays’, defining
a mix of 1-bed, 2-bed and duplex apartment types. ‘A particular design challenge was to
bring some fun and visual interest to the street façade of a building that is 170 metres
long. Here, the apparently random fenestration belies an underlying structure of bays and
rhythmic pattern of windows and vertical seams in the copper cladding that tie everything
together. The Nordic Brown Light copper cladding also continues on into the fully-glazed
central atrium.
Copper Precision - ‘Key to the success of the building was the precise detailing and execution
of the Nordic Brown Light copper cladding. For example, we avoided a crude coping on the
top and instead developed a concealed parapet cladding detail so that the vertical seams
silhouette against the sky, yet still achieve a robust roof-edge detail. At the outset of the
project, the installer set out a full-size cladding bay to identify potential issues with FMA,
allowing details to be refined. The new Copper Building still maintains a dialogue with the
neighbouring Cor-ten clad Lakeshore building and they both sit comfortably together, just as
the original factory and office did. Importantly, local feedback about the building has been
really positive’. Nordic Brown Light is part of an extensive portfolio of architectural copper
surfaces and alloys from Aurubis, part of the world’s leading integrated copper group and
largest copper recycler.
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Design Freedom - Choices include Nordic Standard ‘mill finish’ and Nordic Brown pre-oxidised
copper offering lighter or darker shades of brown determined by the thickness of the oxide
layer. The extensive Nordic Blue, Nordic Green and Nordic Turquoise ranges have been
developed with properties and colours based on the same brochantite mineralogy found in
natural patinas all over the world.
As well as the solid patina colours, ‘Living’ surfaces are available for each with other
intensities of patina flecks revealing some of the dark oxidised background material. Copper
alloys include Nordic Bronze and Nordic Brass, which can also be supplied pre-weathered.
The innovative Nordic Royal is an alloy of copper with aluminium and zinc, retaining its
golden colour. A wide choice of Nordic Decor mechanically applied surface treatments is also
available.
Sustainable and Safe - Copper is a natural element within the earth’s crust with an unrivalled
lifespan, no maintenance and full recyclability. It requires no decoration or cleaning,
saving resources, cleaning chemicals and cost. With an ‘A1 (non-combustible material)’
fire classification to EN 13501-1, copper is also suitable for cladding tall buildings, using
appropriate constructions. It is also non-toxic and safe to handle, as well as non-brittle
and predictable to work. Copper’s inherent antimicrobial qualities make it ideal for touch
surfaces internally as well. visit: www.nordiccopper.com

53

PROJECT NEWS

MAGPLY BOARDS OFFER SAFE
SUPPORT FOR SLATE
HANGING ON TOWNHOUSES
A development of five stylish
townhouses in East Sussex three of
which feature the traditional finish of
slate hanging, fixed across Magply
boards with horizontal battens, providing
a substrate offering excellent weathering
and fire resistance.
Oval Carpentry from Worthing is
installing the 9mm Magply boards across
timber studwork, infilling a steel frame,
ready for the battens and an underlay.
Marley Eternit cement slates then
complete the upper elevations.
Pivotal to the specification was the need to create a wall zone which can resist the passage of fire from
outside the structure. This is a role to which Magply is ideally suited: frequently being specified for flat
developments and buildings in very close proximity to neighbouring properties.
Magply boards are very moisture stable thanks to their modified MgO formulation that also represents
an environmentally friendly alternative to conventional plywood or OSB sheets. The production process
keeps the chlorine content to just 0.01%, enhancing long-term durability.
www.magply.co.uk
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Bradite floors the competition
A warehouse floor in Barnsley was transformed using Bradite’s new
single pack water-based floor paint, DP9 Floor-It. The 1200 sq metre
power floated, porous concrete floor had been penetrated with oil
so required preparation for painting with Bradite’s TD39 Industrial
Degreaser. Diluted with warm water, the solution
was used to scrub the floor. Once dry, the floor
was lightly abraded to provide a key for the
Bradite DP9 Floor-It coating.
“I have used TD39 previously and I trust it to do
the job,” says Jay Summers, Managing Director of
Bedford-based Mayfair Decorating Contractors who
completed the renovation. “It was the first time for
me with DP9, but I found it very user-friendly”, he
adds. Four coats of the high-performance, waterbased acrylic floor paint were applied by roller by
a team of two. Completing the task in two phases
meant the building could remain in use. Once
the surface was fully cured, it was again able to
withstand fork-lift traffic.
Thanks to DP9’s quick recoat time of just 1 hour, it was possible to
apply two coats in a day. “Because the DP9 is water-based rather than epoxy resin, it is not
thick and gloopy which makes it easy to apply,” says Jay. Bradite Technical Sales Manager,
James Burton, re-assured him of the suitability of the product and the correct method of use.
“I can’t fault Bradite or James for the advice given,” says Jay. “I’d use it again. You’d be silly
not to.” www.bradite.com
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Winter Gardens Utilise Style’s Partitioning Solution
The newly built Waterson Building is home to a boutique
collection of luxury residential accommodation located
in the heart of Shoreditch, E2. Aiming to maximise floor
space in the stylish lofts, apartments and penthouses,
elegant glass enclosed winter gardens are accessed
from both the bedroom and lounge areas of many of the
properties. Successfully delineating the winter garden
from the rest of the interior, a Dorma Hüppe Varitrans
glass moveable wall system has been installed by sole
UK distributor, Style.
“The high-quality Varitrans internal partition can be
effortlessly moved into position, instantly creating
versatile indoor-outdoor space that is suitable for
all year-round use, as required by some planning
authorities and developers” said Julian Sargent, group
managing director of Style. The Waterson Building
offers residents a gated sanctuary that has a 24-hour
concierge, with facilities including a library, gym, spa
treatment room, saunas and intimate cinema in which
to relax and unwind.

open balconies and winter gardens. With over 20
years of expertise in the operable wall sector, Style
is the sole UK distributor for market leading Dorma
Hüppe moveable partitions. Working closely with
their manufacturing partner, Style supported the
development of the Varitrans system, delivering the
ideal solution for contemporary winter gardens in
residential settings.
Demonstrating their impeccably professional approach,
Style has won an incredible ten FIS Gold contractor’s
awards for the quality of its products and installations.
www.style-partitions.co.uk

Internally, each apartment features high quality oak
engineered hardwood timber flooring throughout,
bespoke Italian Poliform Varenna kitchens, Waterworks
family bathrooms, integrated comfort cooling as well
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9mm Magply Given ‘Purple Passive’
Treatment For Peckham Properties
A development of two and three bedroom terraced homes
on a brownfield site in Peckham, South London is making
use of Magply boards’ fire resistance and other physical
benefits: receiving a special polymer based, purple coloured
membrane finish to provide excellent airtightness as part of
an ‘Eco-homes’ energy specification. In this instance, the high
performance MgO boards will be overclad with black timber
boarding across a batten cavity, with widths varying from 50120mm which conceals the rainwater downpipes draining the
homes’ green roofs.
Magply boards carry a range of international certifications,
including KIWA, a BDA Agrement awarded last year, while their
fire performance has been verified through industry standard
tests at the world renowned Warrington fire research centre.
Following a number of high profile blazes on building sites, responsible timber frame
manufacturers have been working to reduce their systems’ vulnerability to fire and Magply
provides far better performance than plywood or OSB: offering instant protection rather
than requiring additional layers of plasterboard. www.magply.co.uk
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Modern Barn
Conversion Gives
Listed Stone Ruins
A New Lease Of
Life
The historic listed ruins of a former
farm estate property, dating back
to the 19 th century, required
sympathetic repair whilst ensuring
minimal disruption to the already
fragile structure. These partially
collapsed rubble stone walls had
suffered from years of weathering
and deterioration but were now to
be incorporated into the annexe
of a modern farm conversion.
Flexible HeliBars were used to
stabilise the ruins as they offered
the ideal solution due to the irregularities in the direction
of the mortar beds.
HeliBars were also suitable for reinforcing the chimney
breasts and fireplaces which were to be retained from
the previous split-level property the ruins once were. Once
the concealed installation was complete, the ruins were
fully stabilised and reinforced. The original materials were
retained, structural integrity restored and the ancient walls
could now be incorporated into the new annexe.
www.helifix.co.uk
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Multiboard Features In
Midlands Mansion As
Marble Backer-Board
The redevelopment of a large residential property
in Sutton Coldfield to create a £5million mansion
is making use of Marmox Multiboard’s unique
benefits, both inside and out, featuring within the
pool/spa complex and then around a terraced patio
area.
The 10mm thick boards are held securely against
the concrete blockwork, offering an ideal substrate
for applying the marble tiles. Marmox Multiboards
are manufactured from extruded polystyrene (XPS),
faced on both sides with mesh reinforced, polymer
cement mortar and offer a range of positive
physical characteristics in addition to being fully
waterproof.
They are light to handle and easy to cut, while
still being able to sustain substantial loadings
if required and they further offer good thermal
insulation performance, helping to cut condensation
risk. www.marmox.co.uk
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Hyde Park Property Protected
Using Firefly™ Zeus Lite Barrier
Northamptonshire based DC Fire Protection Ltd., a long-term
customer of TBA FIREFLY™, has employed the manufacturer’s
ZEUS Lite system to create a 90:30 minutes’ fire barrier within
the first floor ceiling void of a commercial property in London’s
Hyde Park area.
They used ZEUS Lite membrane to create two separate, 900mm
deep fire barriers across the multiple building services, which
are fixed to the structure’s concrete soffit. FIREFLY™ ZEUS Lite is
ideally suited to this type of application, comprising a non-rigid
woven fabric fire barrier that has been specifically developed for
the vertical separation - and compartmentation - of extensive concealed spaces within
buildings. By offering 90 minutes’ integrity and 30 minutes insulation, FIREFLY™
ZEUS Lite 90:30 exceeds the minimum requirements regarding fire barriers under the
Building Regulations’ Approved Document B (Fire Safety). The specially treated glass
fibre fabric is strong and resilient as well as flexible while, crucially, the system’s
certification covers the inclusion of service penetrations.
Director of DC Fire Protection Ltd., Craig Tyrrell, commented: “Where possible we try
and convert specifications to TBA FIREFLY™ as we have such a good relationship with
the manufacturer – and in the case of the Hyde Park project our client, Coel Interiors,
tasked us with creating two 14.5 metres’ long barriers within the first floor ceiling
void, so I selected ZEUS Lite as the ideal product. www.tbafirefly.com
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Cupa Pizarras’
Heavy 3
Replicates
Traditional
Appearance
For New
Kingshouse
Hotel
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UPA PIZARRAS’ Heavy 3 slate has been selected to deliver the traditional look of Scottish slate for the redevelopment
and extension of the historic Kingshouse Hotel in the Glencoe area of the Scottish Highlands. Kingshouse Hotel dates
back to 1755 and is located at the east end of Glencoe in a National Scenic Area (NSA). It stands on the banks of the
River Etive with views of the 3,345 foot Buachaille Etive Mòr mountain – one of the most photographed views in the
area. Kingshouse Hotel has a long and rich social and historical heritage. It is a key landmark on the West Highland
Way and serves as both a destination and waypoint for visitors to Glencoe, including walkers and climbers. However, to
improve the facilities offered by the hotel and to take advantage of the increasing tourism to the area, plans were made
to redevelop the hotel, which in its existing iteration was completed in the 1960s.
The £12 million redevelopment involved the build of a new 57 room hotel and restoration of the original 18th century
Kingshouse Inn building, renamed ‘The Way Inn’. The new hotel was designed by Covell Matthews Architects and built
by Douglas & Stewart Construction. The history, location and surroundings all had to be taken into account during the
design and build of the new hotel. Natural slate was specified for the roof to provide a continuation of the style of the
original building and to match with the inn building that would be retained. However, finding a slate for the pitched roof
and cladding that could replicate the traditional but no longer produced Scottish slate was key to the redevelopment.
CUPA PIZARRAS’ Heavy 3 slate was chosen for its close resemblance to the traditional Ballachulish slate, which was
produced locally between 1693 and 1955 and was used on the roof of the original Kingshouse.
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With the intention of evoking the shape of the local
landscape, the roof is a series of irregular pitches that
totals approximately 1,800 metres squared and CUPA
PIZARRAS Heavy 3 slates in 500 x 250 millimetre format
were installed across the entire roof by the contractor’s
team.

The dark grey, seven to eight millimetre thick CUPA
PIZARRAS Heavy 3 slates closely replicate the colour and
thickness of the original Scottish slates, as well as the
characteristic pyrite crystals often visible on the surface.
Catherine Cope, Associate at Covell Matthews Architects
explained: “Fundamental to the concept for the
redeveloped hotel was the selection of a refined palette
of traditional materials employed in a contemporary idiom
to complement the design, and establish a dialogue with
the local vernacular. It was also important that the new
slate utilised for the pitched roofscape match that of the
historic Kings House as closely as possible to create a
strong sense of visual connection across the site. We had
specified CUPA Heavy 3 on previous projects where we
needed a replacement for traditional local slate and knew
it would provide the look we wanted.”
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The slate was also continued into the cladding with 350
metres squared of CUPA PIZARRAS Heavy 3 slate in 400 x
250 millimetre format used for the east and west elevations
- aligned with the views towards the mountains. The build
of the hotel was carried out between April and December
2018. It was crucial that the project was completed within
the planned timeframe to allow the hotel to open at the
beginning of 2019.
Andy McNair, of Douglas & Stewart Construction said:
“With the date set for the hotel to reopen, it was crucial
that delays were avoided wherever possible. The CUPA
PIZARRAS slates were delivered to site when we needed
them and having worked with the product before, our
team had no issues installing the roofing and cladding in
the timeframe required.” www.cupapizarras.com/uk
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MARMOX THERMOBLOCKS USED
FOR PARAPET WALL CONSTRUCTION
ON BRIGHTON STUDENT BUILDING
The development of a new student accommodation building
in one of the South Coast’s most popular towns has included
the use of the proven-in-practice and very versatile Marmox
Thermoblocks: specified to combat cold-bridging at the
junction of its parapet walls with the property’s roof decks.
In total 800 of the 600mm long, 215x65mm Thermoblocks
were supplied for the project during the development of the
nine storey ‘Student Castle’ on Brighton’s Pelham Terrace. The
nine-inch (225mm) thick brick walls have been built directly on
top of the Thermoblocks which are themselves bedded around
the perimeter of the RC terraces and main roof slab.
Marmox Thermoblocks are available in widths of 100, 140
or 215mm and are formed from sections of XPS (extruded
polystyrene) encapsulating two rows of high strength, epoxy
concrete mini-columns. These are attached at either end to
the top and bottom layers of glass-fibre reinforced polymer
concrete, to ensure a good bond with the rest of the structure.
As well as combatting cold-bridging at the base of blockwork
walls, Thermoblocks are also often utilised to support timber
frame construction or at vulnerable upper floor junctions
including beneath parapet walls. www.marmox.co.uk
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STARBUCKS DRIVE-THROUGHS
FEATURE EUROBRICK
Starbucks has been following an expansion programme
across the UK creating a number of new drive-through
restaurants. Brick cladding specialists Eurobrick Systems have
been supplying contractors, including Trojan Construction
Management with their systems and products as part of an
overall mixed palette of finishes on a number of projects. In
2019, Eurobrick provided its cladding materials to Trojan for two
new drive-throughs, one at Hadley in Telford and another at
Weston-super-Mare.
Eurobrick’s popular X-Clad system was used to create decorative
feature walling that could be seen both inside and outside
of the new stores. At the Weston-super-Mare store Eurobrick
supplied 77m2 of their 17mm thick X-Clad system, along with
Smooth White brick slips and corners from their Britannia
Premium Selection range. Eurobrick’s specially formulated
pointing mortar was chosen in white to finish the brickwork. The
overall effect of the white bricks and mortar was an eye-catching
contrast to the dark coloured panels used on the exterior walls.
At the Hadley store in Telford, Eurobrick supplied 43m2 of their
17mm thick X-Clad along with specially sourced Vandersanden
Livrono and Vandersanden Zwart Mangaan slips and corners
which were finished with standard grey Europoint mortar.
Images of Starbucks Telford provided courtesy of Trojan
Construction Management. www.eurobrick.co.uk
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STO DECORATIVE PANELS CHOSEN TO REFLECT
COVENT GARDEN HERITAGE
A package of products from Sto has been used to
redesign a prominent building in London and create a
major new retail and commercial facility. StoDeco façade
panels and StoColor Maxicryl façade paint were used to
achieve a new character which blends the refurbished
Sussex House with its surroundings in Covent Garden.
Sussex House is owned by Longmartin Properties, a joint
venture between Shaftesbury and the Mercers’ Company.
Sto worked closely with the architects, and with NA
Curtain Walling who installed the panels, to develop an
effective and visually striking solution which met the
project requirements. “Our StoDeco panels and profiles
are available in a wide range of standard designs and can
be used to create ledges, cornices, pillars or any other
sort of architectural detailing,” adds Sto’s Mark Shepherd.
“They can also be sculpted and cut with great accuracy
at the manufacturing stage, using state-of-the-art CNC
milling machines to create custom-made profiles and
shapes which accommodate individual requirements
and create a unique appearance. “This allowed us to
take the architect’s original vision and translate it into
a practical solution, and because the panels offer great
resistance to damage and the effects of weathering, the
building will retain its attractive appearance well into

the future.” Being manufactured from Verolith makes the
panels extremely lightweight, and easy to work, shape
and install, while still offering great resistance to impacts
and compressive forces. StoDeco profiles were also used
to add detailing at the building’s parapet level.
These were fixed to StoVentec carrier boards, which
had a reinforcing coat of StoArmat Classic applied, and
reinforcing mesh embedded into the reinforcing coat
to provide extra protection. To reflect the architect’s
vision for the redesigned building, the appearance of
the StoDeco panels was required to match the look of
Portland Stone as closely as possible.
To achieve this, the panels were finished with StoColor
Maxicryl façade paint. This environmentally-friendly
solution offers excellent surface coverage plus a high
level of colour-fastness, and with a range of 800 colours
available it gives architects and designers maximum
freedom to achieve the look they require. It can be used
on a variety of surfaces including masonry, brickwork,
blockwork and synthetic render substrates.
www.sto.co.uk
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Schöck thermal
breaks for
Wembley’s
largest single
development
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Canada Gardens is the largest single development site that Quintain, the developer behind the regeneration of
Wembley Park, is undertaking in the area. Set around a landscaped courtyard and podium-level communal
gardens, Canada Gardens comprises seven stepped height buildings, ranging from 12 to 26 storeys, which provide
743 residential apartments. The tallest unit being a landmark building to the northern end of Wembley Park. It
conceals an energy centre, which feeds other developments within the vicinity and at rooftop level features a
residents lounge and a rooftop garden with exceptional views across London.
A number of the buildings at Canada Gardens have in fact been angled at 45 degrees to optimise general views
throughout the whole of the site. The concrete frame buildings have façades predominantly of brick and glass
– and a notable feature throughout the development is the number of generous steel balconies. The structural
and long–term thermal insulation performance of these balconies is critical and as with many of the other major
projects at Wembley Park, Schöck Isokorb load-bearing thermal insulation elements are the preferred solution.
Hundreds of cantilevered steel balconies- Local heat loss is the immediate effect of poor insulation at cantilever
connection points and this results in more energy being required to maintain the internal temperature of the
building.
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In addition, low internal surface temperatures
in the area of the thermal bridge can cause
condensation, leading not only to structural
integrity problems with absorbent materials
such as insulation products or plasterboard,
but also mould growth. This has serious
health implications for residents in the form
of asthma and allergies. So for any project
involving balcony detailing, the prevention
of thermal bridging is a critical issue.
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There are hundreds of balconies installed at Canada Gardens and the Schöck Isokorb
type used throughout is a load-bearing thermal insulation element with 80mm insulation
thickness, for connecting cantilevered steel balconies to a reinforced concrete slab.
The units are ideal in resolving any technical, thermal and structural issues involved in
the design of modern steel balconies and guarantee there is no risk of condensation,
mould or corrosion. Other applications for the product include steel canopy roofs, façade
substructures and brise soleil systems.
Enormous freedom of design - As the leading international supplier of structural thermal
breaks, Schöck is able to offer planners complete construction dependability and total
freedom of design, with the almost limitless variants available in its main Isokorb range.
The comprehensive Schöck Isokorb range offers solutions for concrete-to-concrete,
concrete-to-steel, steel-to-steel, a thermally insulating connection for reinforced concrete
walls – and even a maintenance free alternative to wrapped parapets.
The temperature factor used to indicate condensation risk (fRSI) which must be greater
than, or equal to, 0.75 for residential buildings, is easily met by incorporating the Isokorb.
All products meet full compliance with the relevant UK building regulations and the NHBC.
They also offer LABC Registration and have independent BBA Certification.
For a free
copy of the Schöck Thermal Bridging Guide; the Schöck Specifiers Guide or to view the
range of downloadable software, contact Schöck on 01865 290 890 or visit the website
at www.schoeck.co.uk
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Hauraton surface drainage and
service channel systems installed at
Central Park, Avonmouth
At 600 acres, Central Park, Avonmouth, Bristol is a warehouse
and distribution development, strategically located between the
M49 motorway on its Eastern boundary and the A403 to the
West. A 40 acre site has been built by Berberry, a privately owned
property development and investment company based in the West
Midlands. They demanded the contractors achieve the highest
environmental standards for the surface water drainage systems
installed.
With areas designated for HGV access and hard standing, car
parks and areas accessed by smaller commercial vehicles, the
road and yard surfaces employed included concrete, asphalt and
block paving. This meant various types of surface channelling
were required to ensure the drainage needs of the site. Hauraton
systems; RECYFIX® HICAP®, FASERFIX® SUPER, RECYFIX®
MONOTEC and ENVIROKERB were chosen to meet the drainage
requirements. FASERFIX® SERVICE channel was also specified to
house cables and coolant pipe-work.
All the channels supplied are made of recycled polypropylene
with fixed ductile iron, 14mm open slot inlets finished with KTL,
a rust resistant coating. The HICAP system has proved in similar
applications to resist the weight (up to 44 tonnes) and twisting
forces of HGV wheels. www.drainage-projects.co.uk
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Magply Plaster Bond Demonstrates
Its Key Benefits In Essex Barn
Conversion
The Plaster Bond treatment from building materials
specialist, Magply, has been employed as part of the
specification for the renovation and conversion of an
old agricultural building at a property in Essex.
The 200 year old single-storey building has been
transformed into office accommodation by a local
building company, lining the rustic timber and stone
construction throughout using the manufacturer’s high
performance Magply MGO boards to create a sound
and level surface. The fire resistant, highly moisture
stable boards were then given a roller applied coating
of the new mineral based Magply Plaster Bond, prior to being finished with a conventional one-coat gypsum skim.
The versatile new primer has a potassium silicate formulation suitable for most common building substrates and
can be applied by brush or roller to create an even, but slightly gritty surface offering a strong mechanical key
for a range of plaster types, including lime based finishes. Magply Plaster Bond is therefore proven not to trap
water vapour within the fabric of a building. Additionally, the potassium silicate based primer coat is VOC free and
odourless and contains no other co-binders such as solvents, gypsum or cement, making it non-hazardous.
www.magply.co.uk
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Cut-To-Falls Multiboard Spec Speeds
Protection Of Semi-Basement To
Somerset Home
An architect led refurbishment project on a private residential
property near Exmoor has included the specification of cutto-falls Marmox Multiboard, chosen for the versatile product’s
highly beneficial physical properties, together with the
practical considerations to their inclusion.
Marmox Multiboard was specified to address past problems,
when faced by a semi-basement space whose concrete
roof structure was leaking badly. The original waterproofing
membrane had cracked and deteriorated, with damp
penetrating the habitable room below.
With the 125mm concrete slab broken off the original beam-and-block roof
structure and all the old phenolic foam insulation removed, the substrate
was treated with a bitumen based, Alutrix, waterproof adhesive and the
first of four layers of 20mm Multiboard bonded down. Subsequent layers,
including the cut-to-falls sections, were laid with staggered 10mm joints: the
uppermost being sealed using Marmox Jointing Tape. This was followed by
the installation of stylish porcelain tiles with a waterproof grout detail to
complete a classic, ‘inverted’ promenade deck or patio.
Marmox Multiboards are manufactured from extruded polystyrene or XPS
and offer a range of positive physical characteristics in addition to being
fully waterproof. www.marmox.co.uk
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STO BRICK SLIPS USED TO COMPLETE THE FAÇADE
OF THE BIRMINGHAM TOYBOX BUILDING
A combination of external wall insulation and brick
slips from Sto were specified for a major new landmark
building in Birmingham. The StoTherm Mineral K
insulation system and StoBrick were chosen for the city’s
new Toybox student accommodation building for their
ability to combine outstanding thermal performance with
a traditional brick appearance, and blend with other
construction materials. The 15-storey Toybox building is
built on a prominent site near Birmingham city centre.
The StoTherm Mineral K insulation system uses mineral
fibre boards which were adhesively fixed to the substrate.
This allowed for fast and easy installation, and the
accommodation of the curved surfaces found on the
building’s façade. The system provides a high level of
thermal performance, outstanding fire protection and
effective sound insulation.
Its single-leaf external construction also does not
reduce the interior space of the building. To create the
impressive ‘shark fin’ appearance for the completed
building and extend the range of surface textures used,
project architects Corstorphine + Wright specified glazed
ceramic StoBrick slips, in a contrasting green colour to
the grey Sto resin brick slips used on other areas of the
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façade. StoBrick has been developed as a brick cladding
solution for use with mineral-fibre based insulation
systems, to provide architects with the opportunity to
incorporate genuine clay brick finishes into their façade
designs, whilst also achieving the required A2-s1, d0 fire
rating.
The BBA certified Sto resin brick slips also used on this
project are manufactured from synthetic acrylic render
and are compatible with all Sto façade systems, offering
outstanding resistance to the effects of weathering,
impact damage and mechanical stress.
Sto brick slips are available in a wide range of colours,
sizes and textures, covering all requirements from surface
structures which provide maximum visual impact through
to those where a more uniform and consistent brick
appearance is required. Sto also offers bespoke options
for the resin brick slips, which enable architects to match
existing brickwork in relation to colour, size and texture,
thus providing a virtually unlimited range of design
possibilities. www.sto.co.uk

Crittall Screens At The Heart Of New
Innovation Centre
An ambitious project to boost the creative
industries sector in the north-east of
England has used Crittall Innervision
steel screens and doors as a key design
element.
A former Grade II listed post office in
Hartlepool’s Whitby Street has been
transformed to become The BIS, the town’s
new hub for business start-ups offering
a range of office and workshop spaces
augmented by specialist support.
The £4million project, backed by
Hartlepool Borough Council and the Tees
Valley Combined Authority, is viewed as the
catalyst for an innovation and skills quarter
in a Victorian conservation area close to
the town centre. Leeds-based architects
Group Ginger have retained the existing
post office building and augmented it
with a modern two-storey extension. The
two parts of the building are linked by a

covered courtyard,
described as a multifunction open social
space which is where
Innervision steel
screens and doors,
based on Crittall’s
Corporate W20
profiles, have been
used.
Acting as glass
walls for individual
workspaces, they
also look out onto the social space to
encourage collaborative partnership
working and interaction between the new
occupants of The BIS.
www.crittall-windows.co.uk
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DRU Maestro 60/3 Eco Wave gas/electric fire

INSPIRATION, APPLICATION, SOLUTION!
DRU gas fires are among the most
advanced heating appliances
in Europe, with a choice of over
50 models. There are many inspiring
designs, including 2, 3-sided, seethrough and freestanding fires.

Complete freedom of installation
They require no chimney, and with
the addition of the patented DRU
PowerVent® extended flue system,
they can be installed in the most
unlikely locations.

Tablet or smartphone controls
You can select your preferred flame
picture, heat output and much more
using the exclusive DRU Eco Wave
app for tablets and smartphones.
It all adds up to the UK’s most
complete gas fire solution.

DRU is an approved CPD provider to
architects and DRU fires have many design
features that make them ideal for inclusion
in architect-led projects.
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