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 VISION VISION  

Atelier Alain 
Ellouz / Édition 
Collection 
Alabaster 
Pendant Lights, 
A Warm Addition 
To Any Space
The Edition collection alabaster 
pendant lights from Atelier Alain 
Ellouz exude a warm, delicate 
character to add charm to 
your interior. With their sober, 
aerial, striking or sleek design, 
one element above your table 
offers graceful décor, or you can 
compose them to set the tone 
in kitchens, dining rooms or 
restaurant settings. 

In an expression of 
contemporary elegance, they 
defy the laws of gravity. These 
pieces give the alabaster stone 
a weightlessness due to their 
well-balanced and harmonious 
floating shapes. 

They share simple alabaster 
design and subtle geometrical 
contours. As direct light or 
diffused radiance, they adapt to 
any room thanks to their easy 
installation. 

Handcrafted by the artisans 
at Atelier Alain Ellouz, these 
lighting elements express the 
stone’s vibrant richness. Whether 
the stone is back-lit or natural, 
alabaster diffuses a delicate 
yet resonant light ideal for 
contemplation.

The light is set at the core of 
the stone and passes through 
its deeply-ingrained patterns. 
edition.atelieralainellouz.com
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4-Star Ceramics 
For Hotel Monaco 
At Lignano 
Sabbiadoro
In the heart of Lignano Sabbiadoro, a famous 
resort on the Adriatic coast, a recent renovation 
project transformed the historic Hotel Monaco 
into an elegant hotel with contemporary 
design. 

Architect Oscar Rizzatti gave the building a 
facelift, making skilful use of materials to 
add value to spaces and raise the quality 
of the accommodation offering. This radical 
refurbishment enabled the hotel to upgrade its 
rating from 3 to superior 4 star category. 

An important part in this project was played by 
the Majestic collection by Ceramiche Piemme, 
which provides the unifying element to ensure 
stylistic continuity throughout the hotel: from 
the small but attractive foyer to the communal 
areas of the floors and the bathrooms of the 9 
junior suites.  

The large-size tiles reproduce all the typical 
veins and streaking of Carrara marble in fine 
porcelain stoneware, thanks to a state-of-the-
art digital technology. 

The snowy whiteness of the original raw 
material combined with the quality of the 
best Italian-made ceramics bestows immense 
elegance on all the interiors. (cont...)
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(cont...) “At the Hotel Monaco, we 
worked to eliminate the superfluous, 
giving every interior its own 
sophisticated character, in which nothing 
is left to chance. The choice of materials 
was therefore fundamental in achieving 
this result."

"The luminous Ceramiche Piemme 
flooring welcomes guests right from 
the entrance, immediately raising the 
hotel’s perceived quality,” Oscar Rizzatti 
underlines. 

The marble-effect slabs were combined 
with wenge wood for other floors in 
the rooms and for furnishings and 
fittings designed in association with 
“Areedesign” of Codroipo (Udine).  

Hotel Monaco is able to offer 34 rooms 
including 9 large junior suites. It also 
features an extensive panoramic terrace 
with solarium and relaxation area 
overlooking the water features of Piazza 
Fontana, the heart of this resort town. 
The bar, open to the public, and the 
breakfast room have also been restyled. 
www.ceramichepiemme.it
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Pioneering School 
Puts Sustainability 
First
Situated in a rural forest in Norway, the new Torvbråten primary school has become Norway’s second school 
to achieve the highly-regarded Nordic Swan Eco-label, which is awarded for best practice in environmental of 
products and developments. Designed by Link Arkitektur, the pioneering school where pupils can both learn 
in and learn from, was developed to inspire curiosity for sustainable design and materials from the start of a 
child’s development.  

Global leader in the production of sustainably modified wood, Kebony, was selected to clad the exterior of 
the building due to its strong environmental credentials and striking aesthetic quality.  The school, which was 
designed as a passive house building, is also equipped with 800 solar cells and energy wells (geothermal 
heating) which supply the building with waterborne heat in all floors, while 97% of construction waste was 
sorted at source.  With a gross area of 6,700m², the school caters to 470 students and 46 permanent employees 
and consists of two wings and a multi-purpose hall.

Large-scale glass windows create a flow of daylight inside and foster an important 
connection with the surrounding natural landscape forest, which provides a 
natural home for an array of outdoor activities, including a mountain bike track 
and a light trail for skiing and walking to benefit the pupils as well as the local 
community.  The special building is now being used as a learning centre where 
environmentally-sound practices form a key part of education and learning.   

Developed in Norway, Kebony’s revolutionary technology is an environmentally 
friendly process which modifies sustainably sourced softwoods by heating the 
wood with furfuryl alcohol - an agricultural by-product. By polymerising the wood’s 
cell wall, the softwoods permanently take on the attributes of tropical hardwood 
including high durability, hardness, and dimensional stability. Kebony’s uniquely 
natural aesthetic, durability and sustainable credentials were perfectly suited to 
complete the ambitious school project in Norway.   

Commenting on the project, Link Arkitektur said: “It is wonderful to be a part of 
this special school which instils the importance of sustainability from an early age. 
We are so proud to have achieved the Swan Eco-Label for this exceptional project, 
which wouldn’t have been possible without the use of innovative materials like 
Kebony.”   www.kebony.com/en
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Photo credit: Ed Reeve

Record-
Breaking 
Design and 
Build Project 
In The UK

Originally built in the 80’s, One Portsoken 
Street is 233,000 sq ft of premium office 
space for a range of tenants; located on 
the edge of the City of London, the iconic 
brutalist building is connected to both 
London’s financial sector and creative 
industries. 

The UK’s largest design and build project 
is recently completed and now ready for 
occupation.  Leading office design and 
build company, Oktra, have delivered the 
record-breaking project, redefining the 
boundaries of design and build by gutting 
the nine-storey building and filling what 
was once one of the largest atriums in 
Europe. The interior optimisation has led to 
a 20% increase in lettable space. 

“We’ve fused the defining characteristics 
of design and build with comparatively 
traditional delivery and management 
processes in order to deliver the largest 
project in UK design and build history,” 
explains Craig Smith, Oktra’s Chief 
Development Officer. 

“The result is a redefinition of what’s 
possible in design and build: One 
Portsoken is a ground-breaking project for 
Oktra and for the London design and build 
market. It’s a great thing to be involved in.” 
The refurbishment includes restoration of 
One Portsoken’s original design elements 
in order to preserve the building’s history, 
with all modern finishes kept neutral in 
order to complement the design. 

Standout elements include circular turrets, 
exposed concrete, terracotta floor tiles, 
exposed steel beams and sweeping 
London views from the top floor featuring 
the original atrium’s glass ceiling. One 
Portsoken Street is in the process of 
achieving a ‘Very Good’ rating from 
BREEAM, the world’s leading sustainability 
assessment method. 100% of site waste 
was diverted from landfill; 99.35% of waste 
was recycled, while the other 0.65% was 
incinerated to produce energy. 

These recycling efforts reduced the 
project’s carbon emissions by 73%. The 
new One Portsoken features a lively 
public ground floor and landscaped open 
space. Floorplate sizes range from 10,000 
to 30,000 sq ft and are designed to 
accommodate up to three separate tenants. 

The building features impressive ceiling 
heights ranging from 4-10 metres and 
improved destination control with nine new 
lifts and a striking lobby space with a two-
and-a-half-storey atrium. www.oktra.co.uk
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Stelrad Radiators 
popular CIBSE 
and RIBA 
accredited CPD 
programmes are 
still available 
for face-to-face 
presentations, 
but they are now 
also available 
conveniently 

online.  You can simply go to the Stelrad 
website at www.stelrad.com/cpd-online-
training/ open the programme at your 
convenience, digest the information and take 
the test at the end of the presentation and 
submit your answers. 

If you’ve passed, Stelrad send a certificate for 
you to add the CPD points to your running 
total for your professional body. For more 
information, call 01709 578950 or email 
marketing@stelrad.com.

HAURATON’s new web-based application ‘DesignSoftware’ 
provides quick, simple hydraulic analysis, channel 
sizing, project design and product specification for the 
company’s range of surface drainage systems. 

Immediate access for registration and use of this new 
hydraulic design software is achieved through the link: 
www.hydraulicdesign.hauraton.com

User-friendly and free-of-charge, it provides engineers 
with the flexibility to create their own drainage designs 
and project specifications, with just three clicks to a 
hydraulic calculation.  www.hauraton.co.uk

NEW HyDRAULIC DESIgN SoFTWARE 
FoR HAURAToN SURFACE 
DRAINAgE SySTEMS

STELRAD CPD PRogRAMMES
AVAILABLE oN LINE

NEWS  NEWS

THE LATEST IN HEATINg CoNTRoL

ESi Controls has 
launched its new, 
top of the range, 
6 Series WiFi Pro-
grammable Room 
Thermostat, offer-
ing the latest in 
heating control for 
homes and com-
mercial premises 
here in the UK.  

Fully OpenTherm 
compatible, this new range of controls allows 
full control via the room thermostat or via 
a mobile phone or tablet, with a range of 
features to impress even the most demanding 
specifier, installer or homeowner.   

It includes Optimum Start/Stop, Domestic Hot 
Water (DHW) setpoint, Hot Water time and 
temperature control when working in conjunc-
tion with a wireless cylinder thermostat, and is 
an ERP Class 5 Product. 
www.esicontrols.co.uk 

TyDE ExPANDS ITS SALES TEAM

TYDE, who are a Thomas Dudley business, are proud to announce the 
expansion of its UK based Sales Team. Joining TYDE’s sales team are Ash 
Meah, David Scarlett, Leigh Randell and Jamie Abethell.  (Pictured from left 
to right – Ash Meah, David Scarlett, Leigh Randall and Jamie Abethell).

Experienced Specification experts Ash and David join TYDE as Specification 
Managers for the North and South of the United Kingdom, respectively, to 
further build relationships within the Specifications sector. Both Ash and 
David have a wealth of knowledge within the plumbing and specification 
markets having over a quarter of a century of combined experience.  

Also joining TYDE’s sales team are Leigh Randell and Jamie Abethell. They 
have each spent many years working within this exciting market sector and 
are well versed in the needs of merchants of all sizes. www.thomasdudley.
co.uk/tyde

GEZE UK has made donations to three local charities as part of their 
focus on Corporate Social Responsibility. A total of £1,820.00 was shared 
between St Giles Hospice, Lichfield Foodbank and the Pathway Project – a 
charity that supports 
adults, young people 
and children who are 
experiencing or affected 
by domestic abuse. 

The automatic door and 
window control company 
donated the money 
they received from 
Staffordshire County 
Council for carrying out 
lateral flow tests on 
staff during the Covid 
pandemic. 

Said Rachel Boxall, Finance Director for GEZE UK, “We are delighted to 
be able to support these local charities, especially during these difficult 
times. We also encourage and support our colleagues in their fundraising 
activities.” A different director made a presentation to each of the charities; 
Rachel presented a cheque to St Giles Hospice, Service Director Adam 
Presdee to the Pathway Project and MD Kaz Spiewakowski presented the 
cheque to the Foodbank.  www.geze.co.uk.

IT'S gooD To SHARE
ACoUSTIC PANELS CAN EMBRACE 
THE ExTREME

Recent tests have shown that Troldtekt acoustic panels 
withstand moisture levels up to 98%, even when 
combined with high temperatures up to 40°C. These 

latest tests were carried out 
by the accredited Danish 
Technological Institute to the 
European product standard 
for suspended ceilings 
(EN 13964).  While the 
composition of the panels 
has remained unchanged, this 

new round of stringent testing reinforces the fact that 
the panels are suitable for the most demanding of wet, 
warm and humid environments.  

They do not warp over time, giving them a life span 
in excess of 50 years. The panels are inherently 
robust and durable because the combined strength 
of the cement coupled with the breathability of wood 
means the structure does not rot and acts as an anti-
microbial surface resisting fungal growth and other 
microorganisms. www.troldtekt.co.uk

SEAL IT WITH ENERgy EFFICIENT TAPES 

Improved energy efficiency of the whole window 
installation, not just the frame, can be provided this 
winter with ISO BLOCO 
600 self-adhesive sealant 
tapes from ISO-Chemie. 
The pre-compressed 
tapes, which have been 
independently tested 
and are both BBA and 
Passivhaus certified, can 
be used on joints up 
to 42 mm, providing a 
high-performance weather 
tightness and thermal/acoustic insulation seal for 
fenestration applications. 

ISO BLOCO ONE 600 are energy rated weather tight 
thermal and acoustic tapes which reduce heat loss 
and noise ingress to a U value better or equal to 
the frame. This assures property and homeowners 
that a comprehensive ‘A’ rated installation can been 
completed rather than just an ‘A’ rated window 
supplied.   www.iso-chemie.eu/en-GB/home/
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Hauraton makes concrete material even more 
efficient for modern drainage technology by 
enhancing the formulation with natural basalt 
fibres. The addition of mineral or textile fibres 
increases maximum stability, strength, and 
impact resistance. By amplifying the impact 
resistance, the 
more robust 
and durable the 
product. This 
is particularly 
important for 
components that 
are exposed to 
considerable 
dynamic 
stresses, in this 
case, drainage 
channels subject 
to vehicles at 
high speeds 
or regularly 
trafficked by heavy loads. 

The basis of basalt rock is available all over 
the world in large quantities which is formed 
naturally on the earth’s surface. By combining 
basalt fibres with the well-known material 
concrete, both the structure and the service 
life of the product is increased. Since the end 
product is a purely mineral mixture, there is no 
need for material separation during disposal. 
This protects the environment as it is simply 
fully-recyclable at the end of the product's life 
cycle.  Basalt fibres have outstanding properties. 
They can withstand temperatures of up to 800°C 
and are highly resistant to alkalis, acids, salts, 
oxidation and radiation.  

Drainage systems made of basalt-reinforced 
concrete will assure longer performance.  Basalt 
fibres are mineral fibres that have a higher 
melting temperature, better resistance to water, 
acids and alkalis, and more positive flexural 
strength. The energy consumption during 
production also clearly speaks in favour of basalt 
fibres, as basalt it has the lowest CO 2 footprint. 
www.hauraton.co.uk

CoNCRETE CHANNEL WITH 
BASALT FIBRES – NEW ERA BEgINS 
FoR HAURAToN

NEWS  NEWS

oBSIDIANA CoMPAC WINS 
INTERNATIoNAL DESIgN AWARD

Obsidiana COMPAC, a unique surface 
made from 100% recycled glass, has won a 
prestigious FX International Design Award at 
an online ceremony recently held in London. 
The panel of 28 renowned judges said 
Obsidiana COMPAC was ‘practical, beautiful 
and sustainable’ and awarded it first place in 
the surface’s category. 

COMPAC is the first manufacture in the world 
to produce this material which uses 100% 
recyclable glass in the production process 
and the product itself is 100% recyclable at 
the end of its life cycle. 

Judges at the KBIS exhibition in America were 
also impressed with Obsidiana COMPAC and 
the company’s overall commitment to the 
environment awarding it first place in the sustainability category. 

Obsidiana COMPAC, combines beauty and versatility with performance 
and can be used for a wide range of applications including kitchen 
worksurfaces, wall cladding, splash backs, shower trays and vanity units. 

Since the company’s inception over 45 years ago, COMPAC have 
been totally committed to the environment and have led the way 
by using renewable energies in the production and manufacture of 
products, harvesting rainwater and recycling it for use throughout 
their factories, using organic resins and planting thousands of trees 
as part of an ongoing reforestation programme.
https://en.compac.es/obsidiana/

GEZE UK is delighted to welcome back Matt Gregory 
as Specification Manager for the north. Matt will be 
responsible for assisting architects and specifiers 
with compliant solutions for all products in the 
GEZE range which includes automatic doors, window 
technology and manual overhead door controls. In 
addition, he will produce detailed and risk assessed 
NBS specifications which are supported with BIM 
objects and 
present GEZE’s 
RIBA approved 
CPD to help 
architects 
and specifiers 
expand their 
knowledge. 

Matt first joined 
GEZE in 2017 
and after a 
spell outside 
the industry 
he returns to 
the company 
bringing with 
him extensive 
knowledge of 
entrance systems and automatic doors from his 
time as Automatic and Industrial door engineer and 
previous sales management experience. 

Said Matt ‘I am pleased to be back working with 
GEZE and their respected and varied product range, 
they have a strong brand and excellent reputation 
in the door industry. I look forward to working 
closely with architects and specifiers, creating strong 
collaborations with them and providing a quality 
service.’ 

Richard Richardson-Derry, National Specification 
Manager added ‘It’s great to be working with 
Matt again, he brings enthusiasm and extensive 
experience to the team. He will be an important 
part of the company’s continued growth.’ For more 
information about GEZE UK’s comprehensive range 
of automatic and manual door and window control 
products visit www.geze.co.uk

WELCoME BACK

A2 FIRE-RESISTANT VAPoUR 
PERMEABLE MEMBRANES

Following the demand and success for its airtightness 
membranes, Wraptite and Procheck A2, The A. Proctor Group 
is launching two additions to its range of high-performance 
A2 fire-resistant membranes. Probreathe A2 combines 
breathability, good water resistance, fire resistance and 
airtightness in one membrane. 

Probreathe A2 is an airtight woven glass fibre membrane 
with a PU coating and has a Reaction to Fire classification of 
A2-s1,d0 when installed free-hanging or on a minimum Class 
A2,s1d0 substrate, and is suitable for applications over 18m 
(11m in Scotland). 

Ideal for use in rainscreen/facade construction, Probreathe A2 
is a vapour permeable membrane for use either directly onto 
sheathing or over insulation. Probreathe A2 Air is a woven 
glass fibre membrane designed to provide the building fabric 
with excellent water resistance and breathability. 

Suitable for use in rainscreen/facade construction, Probreathe 
A2 Air is both air and vapour permeable and is designed 
for use either directly onto sheathing or over insulation. 
Probreathe A2 Air has a Reaction to Fire classification of 
A2-s1,d0, and is suitable for applications over 18m (11m in 
Scotland).  www.proctorgroup.com
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If you’re looking for virus blocking screens to improve 
hygiene in your office or reception area designs, 
Shopkit’s range of high quality reception screens are 
the perfect choice to block virus particles including 
Covid-19 and keep your receptionists or other staff 
safe. 

Designed for use in all types of offices and reception 
areas, including doctors and dentists surgeries, 
Shopkit's glass reception screens can be specified as 
new or even retro-fitted to existing areas. 

The screens are manufactured from 8mm thick toughed 
glass PAR panels, with 27mm diameter posts, which 
can be specified to either mild steel powder coated to 
any RAL colour, or stain polish stainless steel. 

Introducing Shopkit’s 
Range of Reception 
Screens: Security And 
Covid-19 Protection

The panels can be fixed either to counter or 
100mm off counter, and can include CNC 
polished notches or cut outs for access. The 
panels can be fixed to the desk either from the 
top or the underside. 

Reception screens can be specified to be either 
in a straight line on a reception desk, U-shaped 
or to fit around a curved desk. If the screens are 
to be fixed to the desk only, a maximum panel 
height of 900mm is required for stability, but 
Shopkit can also fix posts from desk to ceiling 
allowing for higher panels. 

Shopkit can offer a full start to finish service, 
including a site survey and installation; or they 
can simply supply panels to your specification or 
drawings. All of their products are manufactured 
at their UK factory and design studio. 

Get in touch with one of the team at Shopkit 
if you would like any more information or to 
discuss project requirements. www.shopkit.com

 INTERIOR DESIGN INTERIOR DESIGN 
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Terrazzo 
CoMPAC- It’s 
Real Stone 
But Not As 
We Know It

Terrazzo COMPAC is a revolutionary high-
performance stone recently developed by 
renowned surfaces company COMPAC and 
launched at the 2022 KBIS exhibition in Orlando 
USA. 

COMPAC’s R&D team have re-engineered 
traditional terrazzo to produce a material that 
can be used for all types of indoor or outdoor 
applications including: kitchen and bathroom 
worktops , walls, vanity tops, building façades, 
staircases, and high footfall surfaces such as 
hotels, airports, rail stations, shopping malls, 
and public buildings. 

Terrazzo COMPAC has a wonderful consistent 
uniform appearance and its porosity is 
practically zero therefore absorption of water 
and other liquids is minimal - achieving a 
hygienic product that is both easy to clean and 
maintain. COMPAC offer four collections, Micra, 
Classic, Paladiana and Petra, each one featuring 
beautiful designs and finishes to suit virtually 
any application. 

Terrazzo COMPAC complements the company’s 
quartz and obsidiana product ranges and offers 
architects and designers a superb portfolio of 
products to stretch their imagination and help 
create innovative design solutions. 

COMPAC’s pioneering spirit is not only reflected 
in the stunning surfaces they produce but also in 
the development of environmental technologies 
which allows the company to manufacture all 
their products in a sustainable way, with 100% 
renewable electric energy and reusing more than 
98% of the water in the production process. 
www.compac.es
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DRU Polo gas Stoves 
Bring Warmth And 
Comfort To Cornish 
Hotel Suites

All have been designed to feel like modern city lofts, 
with warm textures and sustainable materials. High 
energy efficiency The DRU Polo gas stoves were 
chosen by Dynargh Design for their contemporary 
design, fitting in with the overall design and 
aesthetic of the beach lofts. In addition, they were 
selected for their A energy rating, 92% efficiency and 
the convenience of gas with easy remote-control 
operation. 

They have all-year-round use and are suitable for 
chilly autumn days and cool summer evenings. Their 
balanced flue system offers flexibility of installation, 
as they require no chimney and only need proximity 
to an outside facing wall. This enables them to be 
installed in the living space, bedroom or bathroom 
subject to the design of each individual suite. 

The beach lofts were completed in time for 
Cornwall’s peak 2021 tourist season, which has 
been hugely successful due to many more people 
taking their holidays in the UK during the Covid 19 
pandemic. Impressive outlooks and sustainability 
- Kernow Fires owner Simon Breckon commented: 
“We’re pleased to have contributed to the success 
of the beach lofts and have seen strong growth 
in Cornwall’s domestic and commercial fireplace 
markets this year.” 

Watergate Bay Hotel CEO Will Ashworth said: “The 
beach lofts are our best rooms. They are sized 
very generously and the interior design represents 
our new approach to contemporary Cornish beach 
living.” Dynargh Design director Matt Hulme said: 
“The lofts have some of the most impressive 
outlooks of any hotel in Cornwall. But the interiors 
also needed to have enough appeal in the winter, 
when it’s dark at 5pm, that it feels warm, natural 
and enticing.” 

Sustainability was also an important factor in the 
design. “Getting active in the beautiful natural 
environment is at the heart of the Watergate Bay 
experience, and we’re committed to minimising the 
environmental impact of our design choices,” adds 
Will Ashworth. For further information visit: drufire.
com, kernowfires.co.uk and watergatebay.co.uk

DRU Fires, in partnership with leading Cornwall fireplace dealer Kernow Fires, has 
supplied five DRU Polo balanced flue gas stoves for the new beach lofts at one 
of Cornwall’s leading hotels. Watergate Bay Hotel on the north coast of Cornwall, 
originally designed to a be a railway terminus hotel, has been developed over the last 
20 years into an inclusive year-round destination. 

Its spectacular clifftop setting and location just a short hop from Cornwall Airport 
Newquay makes it a primary choice for travellers from all corners of the UK and 
beyond. T he recent closure of Jamie Oliver’s Fifteen restaurant on the site paved the 
way for the £1.4 million development of the seven new beach lofts by contractors GSI 
and interior designers Dynargh Design, right above the beach. Described as ‘surf-in 
surf-out’ accommodation, the lofts have floor-to-ceiling windows with panoramic sea 
views.
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Super Boutique Hotel Benefits from 
Multiple Moveable Walls
The Londoner is the world's first super 
boutique hotel offering a collection of 
spaces, tastes and experiences brought to 
life across 16 elegant storeys. Delivering 
flexible space to cater for a myriad of 
impressive events, Style installed a 
six metre high Skyfold vertical-rising 
moveable wall in the main ballroom, as 
well as a combination of Dorma Hüppe 
Variflex sliding walls and smaller Skyfold 
systems throughout the numerous event 
areas. 

This focus on adaptable space, combined 
with Style’s expertise in delivering 
partitioning walls with impeccable acoustic 
performance, gives the hotel multiple 
options for opening out or dividing the 
available areas and maximising room hire 
revenue. Bringing an exciting new buzz to 
the south-west corner of Leicester Square, 
The Londoner boasts one of the world’s 
deepest habitable basements with six 
subterranean levels housing two cinemas, 
an expansive ballroom, as well as a 
swimming pool and spa facility. 

Above ground are 350 five-star rooms, 
workspace and meeting areas, restaurants 
and bars. UK partitioning specialists Style, 
worked closely with architect Woods 
Bagot, interior designer Yabu Pushelberg, 
and contractors Blue Sky Building &amp; 
EE Smith Contracts, to deliver flexible 
event space throughout the hotel. 

The main ballroom is undoubtedly The 
Londoner’s centrepiece - an eye-catching 
statement of contemporary design for 
up to 850 guests. Allowing two events 
to run concurrently, the cavernous room 
is divided by a fully automatic Skyfold 
moveable wall. 
Discreetly housed in the ceiling cavity, 
the wall descends effortlessly into place 
at the push of a button and, with 
an incredible 59dB Rw acoustic 
rating, lively gatherings can take 
place either side of the wall 
undisturbed.

In the hotel’s meeting 
rooms, Style installed semi-
automatic Dorma Huppe 
Variflex double- glazed 
moveable walls with 52dB 
Rw acoustic ratings and 
fully glazed pass doors. 
For completed adaptability, 
the meeting areas are then 
additionally sub-divided using 
smaller Skyfold vertical-rising walls.

“This is a spectacular installation,” said 
Style’s group managing director, Julian 
Sargent. “The main Skyfold is finished in 
a real oak wood veneer whilst the glass 
moveable walls feature chic black painted 
frames with reeded glass for enhanced 
privacy.  www.style-partitions.co.uk
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Sto System Upgrades 
Acoustic Environment For 
London’s Raphael Court

The StoSilent Distance system provides outstanding 
acoustic attenuation, and is ideal for use in large public 
spaces such as this. Flexibility is a key characteristic as the 
system allows the creation of large, sound-absorbent and 
seamless surfaces on walls and ceilings, but it can also be 
used to achieve sharp and consistent joints where required. 
It provides very high levels of crack resistance, ensuring that 
the finished surfaces will retain their attractive appearance 
– an especially important consideration on a prestigious 
project such as this. 

The StoSilent Distance acoustic boards were finished with 
StoSilent Décor M. This spray-applied surface coating 
created a classic fine-stippled finish which perfectly 
matched the aesthetic of the gallery. It is easy to refurbish, 
environmentally friendly, inert and natureplus® approved, 
and can also be tinted to match a wide range of shades 
from the StoColor system. The Raphael Court is one of 
the V&A’s largest and most dramatic galleries and is home 
to the Raphael Cartoons, which are among the greatest 
treasures of the Renaissance in the UK, lent to the V&A 
from the Royal Collection by Her Majesty The Queen. 

Shortly after his election in 1513, Pope Leo X commissioned 
Raphael to create a set of ten full-scale designs for a 
series of tapestries for the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican 
Palace, illustrating scenes from the lives of Saint Peter and 
Saint Paul. Once complete, the Cartoons were sent to a 
workshop in Brussels, which transformed the monumental 
designs into tapestries. Seven of the Cartoons survive to 
this day. The official opening of the refurbished gallery 
was scheduled to coincide with the 500th anniversary of 
Raphael’s death.   www.sto.co.uk

When it came to specifying the acoustic system, project 
architects Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios were looking for a 
solution which was lightweight, as they would be adding 
extra weight to the existing building. It also had to be 
able to accommodate the different angles and curves of 
the vaulted ceiling. “The StoSilent Distance system had 
recently been used on a successful project at V&A Dundee, 
so that set a positive precedent,” adds Feilden Clegg 
Bradley’s Matt Somerville. 

“Sto worked very closely with us to identify the most 
effective solution from an acoustic point of view. They 
also provided large-scale samples which we could view on 
site to test the colour and finish alongside other materials 
used in the gallery.” “Improving the gallery acoustics was 
a complex and challenging project,” says Robert Austin of 
authorized Sto applicator, Alpine Finishing. “The priceless 
artworks measure some 5m x 3.5m, so rather than move 
them, the decision was made to construct protective 
shields around them. 

That allowed them to remain in place during the installation 
work, but added an extra dimension to the project. The 
solution had to be adapted as the work progressed and new 
considerations arose, but the Sto system was sufficiently 
flexible to accommodate all the necessary changes.” 

The StoSilent Distance acoustic ceiling 
and wall system from Sto was specified 
for the world’s leading museum of art, 
design and performance and it now 
creates the perfect acoustic environment 
for a high-profile display of Renaissance 
art treasures. The V&A in London recently 
completed a landmark refurbishment of 
its Raphael Court where the StoSilent 
Distance system is now installed. “This 
was a very detailed and complex project to 
create a new acoustic environment which 
suited the function of the gallery,” explains 
Sto’s acoustics project manager, James 
Gosling. “Effective acoustic attenuation in 
the large gallery space was an essential 

requirement for future visitors to enjoy 
the artworks on display. The solution was 
to install a bespoke framework system 
which would hold 42 curved StoSilent 
Distance acoustic attenuation panels, 
each one over 5m in length.”

View of refurbished Raphael Court at the V&A, 2021 © Victoria and Albert Museum London
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Profab Access Adds A Five 
Star Finish To Cardiff’s Newest 
Luxury Hotel

This means the riser door sets are fire tested from both sides to 60 minutes, 
providing the specifiers, contractors and hotel guests residing within the 
building with confidence the critical fire integrity products offer the highest 
standard and most up to date evidence for fire safety performance. The 
range also features a slimline, neat construction, whilst its proven technology 
ensures permanent, safe access to mechanical and electrical services housed 
within the riser core. 

This provides first class functionality and safety, without compromising the 
overall interior concept. The steel riser doors also streamlined the installation 
process, as the quick release pivot hinge and light weight enabled easy 
handling, allowing Hazelwood Carpentry to complete the job quickly and 
optimise overall project efficiencies.

In the event of a fire, the VEGA 1500 Series Riser Door sets will maintain 
the frame and integrity for up to 60 minutes, preventing the spread of fire 
throughout the property for this period of time. The riser doors are 31dB 
acoustic rated, smoke sealed and airtight to Part L, whilst also featuring 
intumescent smoke seals that enable occupants to safely exit the building. 
By specifying bi-directionally fire tested VEGA 1500 Series Riser Doors, 
the development is actively future proofed as the comprehensive testing 
certification provides a complete and transparent audit trail of due diligence 
that evidences the products are not only fit for purpose but meet the duty of 
care required to ensure legal compliance. 

Profab Access’ diverse portfolio of riser doors and access panels are supported 
by a wide range of BIM Level 2 and CAD files to aid the specification process 
and streamline the initial design stages. Manufactured at Profab Access’ 
Atherstone headquarters in accordance with ISO 9001, the 1500 Series Riser 
Doors can be specified and installed in a range of configurations to meet each 
project’s specific measurements and requirements.   www.profabaccess.com

Leading riser door and access panel solution supplier, Profab Access, has 
proven its first-class credentials once again as part of the recent completion 
of a major specification at Cardiff’s new 5-star Parkgate hotel. Located next to 
the Welsh Capital’s famous Principality Stadium, the Parkgate hotel has been 
designed to provide a luxurious experience for rugby fans, in addition to city 
dwellers visiting the country all year round. 

Widely coined as Cardiff’s most lavish new location, the hotel includes 170 
guest bedrooms and suites, a signature restaurant and bar, a traditional 
tea lounge and a rooftop spa overlooking the city skyline. As part of the 
prestigious build, a unique collaboration between the Welsh Rugby Union, 
property developer, Rightacres, and The Celtic Collection, the hotel required 
an extensive riser door specification, with safety, high performance and 
aesthetic appeal key considerations. 

In total, 310 Profab Access VEGA 1500 Fire Rated Riser Doors were specified 
for installation by Hazelwood Carpentry throughout every part of the building, 
including communal areas and the hotel’s vast range of luxury guest rooms 
and suites. The VEGA 1500 Series Riser Doors offer the highest standards of 
fire safety, extensively tested by Efectis in France and Ireland to provide a 
bi-directionally fire tested product that is available in both single and double 
door configurations. 
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Doors open For office 
To Home Conversion 
In Woking

The adaptive reuse in such developments often present 
both functionality and safety considerations which must be 
addressed. This is one of the reasons why the extended scope 
and certification compliance offered by the Vicaima range, 
provides so much appeal to contractors and developers 
looking to address design and technical challenges.  

Surrey based specialist contractors Buxton, chose Vicaima 
Easi-Fit interior doorkits for apartment entrances, internal 
room division and corridor areas, offering as it does a 
rapid installation with easily assembled door and frame. In 
compliance with leading regulatory standards, apartment 
entrance doors supplied by Vicaima, not only provided 
third party fire certificated assurance, but were approved to 
Secured by Design, for added peace of mind.  

To enable a flexible colour scheme to be accommodated 
throughout the project, all doors were supplied in Vicaima’s 
revolutionary Primed 2 Go finish.  With their ultra-smooth 
polymer faces that don’t require either face sanding or 
priming, excellent surface decoration can be consistently 
achieved.

Easi-Fit door kits and Primed 2 Go finish are just two examples 
from an extensive selection of imaginative ideas from the 
Vicaima Collections, with performance and decorative 
solutions for a multitude of project types.  www.vicaima.com

Vicaima doors have been selected by a Surrey based 
contractor for new apartments in central Woking 
town location, converting former office space into 
smart contemporary living. The trend for re-imagining 
unwanted commercial and workspaces into modern 
homes offering flexible rental opportunities, has seen 
substantial growth over the past few years.  

One such example is the newly refurbished Conerstone 
development in the heart of Woking town centre, 
where 94 new apartments from compact studio design 
to 3 bed living have been created.  

 DOORS, WINDOWS & GLAZING DOORS, WINDOWS & GLAZING 
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Original Crittall windows have been 
replaced and upgraded on the main 
street frontage of one of Leeds’ most 
historic quarters. 

Briggate is a pedestrianised principal 
shopping street in the city centre 
containing many historic buildings 
including, tucked away from view in 
Lamberts Yard, the only remaining 
Elizabethan timber framed property in 
the City dating back to circa 1600. 

The walkway leading to that heritage 
enclave passes through No. 162 
Briggate, a 1950’s vintage commercial 
and residential block where Think 
Architecture has installed replacement 
Crittall steel windows. 

“No.162 had original Crittalls and, as 
with all the buildings around Lamberts 
Yard, things were in various appalling 
states,” said Simon Smithson, director 
of Pudsey, West Yorkshire-based, Think 
Architecture. The original single glazed 

windows in the three-storey no.162 
were replaced with double glazed 
lookalike Homelight windows. The 
building now houses new apartments 
and a ground-floor commercial 
premises. 

“I have to say,” added Mr Smithson, 
“that the Crittall windows are a 
wonderful system. Several years ago 
we did a job and used what was 
described as a ‘Crittall-like’ system. 
Well, that was very disappointing 
whereas the Crittall system is a great 
system, so well made.” 
www.crittall-windows.co.uk

Crittall Leeds The Way
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Rundum Meir Façade 
Doors Uniquely 
Reflect Manchester 
Landmark’s Heritage

A bronze façade 
featuring 
integrated 
Rundum Meir 
garage doors 
for two new 
townhouses in 
central Manchester 
has been uniquely 
designed to reflect 
the architecture 
of the nearby 
John Rylands 
Library, one of 
the city’s most 
famous neo-Gothic 

buildings. Their full 
height bronze façade delivers a striking external 
appearance that takes a distinctive visual cue 
from the library, located opposite. 

The houses are designed around an inverted 
living approach, enabling the architects to 
maximise the footprint of the site and use the 
space to its full potential. Above the garages are 
floors accommodating the bedrooms, with the 
living, dining and kitchen areas on the upper 
floors, and a rooftop courtyard/garden completing 
the arrangement.  

The aluminium façade of both townhouses 
features laser cut and acid-etched lacy blind 
tracery patterns that match those in the windows 
of the library.  The lacy pattern extends over the 
full height of the façade which includes large 
folding/sliding shutters. 

These balance privacy with natural light 
requirements for residents during the day whilst 
being eye-catching at night as internal light 
shines through the laser cut pattern. This design 
extends into the twin side sliding sectional garage 
doors manufactured and installed by Rundum 
Meir, which effectively deliver a sliding façade at 
street level. 

The twin Rundum Meir sliding garage doors 
each provide a clear opening of 3.8 m for easy 
vehicle access from the street. Hand made using 
extruded aluminium, the fully automated bespoke 
garage doors have an automated pedestrian door 
as well as the side sliding door that demonstrate the 
design flexibility offered by Rundum Meir, who create 
every garage door to meet project requirements. 

In addition to the side 
sliding sectional doors 
supplied for this central 
Manchester project, 
bespoke Rundum Meir 
garage doors are also 
available in ‘round the 
corner’ side sliding, 
overhead sectional and up-
and-over styles. 
www.rundum.co.uk
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NEWLy RENoVATED CAMBRIDgE CHURCH 
BLESSED WITH WARMTH FRoM SECoNDARy 
gLAzINg INSTALLATIoN

Downing Place United Reformed Church is situated in 
Cambridge. It was formed in June 2018 following the joining of 
Emmanuel and St Columba’s United Reformed Churches. The 
redeveloped St Columba’s site has been extensively renovated 
and main contractor Coulson Building Group contacted 
Selectaglaze to discuss secondary glazing solutions for the 
purpose of thermal retention. 

56 units were installed; comprising of four Series 45 side 
hung casements in the Chapel and 52 Series 46 slimline fixed 
lights installed in the Nave. A large circular primary window in 
the Nave was perhaps the most complex treatment due 
to its shape and elevated position. A timber mullioned 
cartwheel frame was crafted to securely hold the secondary 
glazing. Seven bespoke Series 46 fixed light segments 
were made for it and glazed with 6mm toughened glass to 
give additional rigidity and structural strength.  

The church has now been made more thermally efficient with 
the inclusion of secondary glazing and DPURC should start to 
see a reduction in heating costs, with less heat escaping and 
uncomfortable draughts practically eliminated. 
www.selectaglaze.co.uk

Two former furniture factory buildings in East London 
have been transformed into high-end apartments with 
the help of Crittall windows. Long Street in the Hackney 
conservation area was a key component in Shoreditch’s 
industrial heritage. 

The four-storey structural steel-framed blocks were built 
in Long Street in 1959 with plenty of natural daylight 
and generously sized lifts for transporting uncut sheets 
of plywood to the upper floors.  The two blocks now 
form part of a luxury residential development, Long 
and Waterson. Architects Fletcher Priest have taken 
their design cue from the industrial lineage of the 
area, retaining original external brickwork and window 
settings and adding two rooftop penthouse levels 
creating a total of 71 apartments. 

Crittall Corporate W20 and MW40 systems were 
specified, in fixed and opening format together with 
Crittall cold form tubular doors that meet the RC3 
burglary resistance security standard; a choice that 
preserves both the original appearance and the 
industrial heritage of the area.  
www.crittall-windows.co.uk

HELPINg To PRESERVE AN 
INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPE
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THERMALLy SEPARATED SoLUTIoN

As the focus on climate change continues to grow so does the need for 
net zero buildings and improving our carbon footprint.  GEZE’s ECdrive 
T2 automatic sliding doors with a thermally broken profile system – the 
GCprofile Therm - offer a solution.  The GCprofile Therm accommodates up to 
32 mm glass thickness in either two-pane insulation glass with 2x ESG 6mm, 
UG value 1.0, or three-pane insulation glass with 3x ESG 4 mm, UG value 0.8. 

The profile system uses slim aluminium frames which reduce visible sightlines 
by approx. 30 mm – giving designers greater ability to produce a clean design 
aesthetic while providing greater efficiency. With increased performance for 
leaf weight of up to 140 kg, the GCprofile Therm also boasts improved air 
tightness (compared to other ISO profile systems), better sound insulation 
and improved wet weather durability aided by its fit and an optional floor 
guide with drainage.  

It can be combined with manual and motorised GEZE hook bolt locks, 
without losing thermal separation and the appearance of the system remains 
discreet, even with locking. A new brochure has been produced to explain 
the package. This is available by calling the marketing team on 01543 
443015 or emailing info.uk@geze.com. For more information about GEZE 
UK’s comprehensive range of automatic and manual door closers call 01543 
443000 or visit www.geze.co.uk

Wrightstyle, the advanced glazing system 
company, has completed a tourism project in 
the Kingdom of Jordan. The contract was for the 
supply of WSL 50 series FR doors and partitions, 
providing 120 minutes of fire protection. 

Wrightstyle’s systems have been installed in 
a hotel in Ayla Marina Village, close to the 
Jordanian city of Aqaba, on the country’s Red 
Sea coast. The Jordan contract is just the latest 
project in the Middle East that Wrightstyle has 
been involved with, following other contract 
completions in the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and 
the Lebanon. 

The Jordanian contact underlines the international 
nature of the specialist advanced glazing market, 
with Wrightstyle able to supply for the full range 
of indoor and external applications, including 
doors, screens and curtain walling.   
www.wrightstyle.co.uk

WRIgHTSTyLE CoMPLETES 
JoRDAN PRoJECT
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Vicaima unveils the trends that will shape the interior 
design sector in 2022, reinforcing the importance of the 
personalisation factor in each project.  

The beginning of another year symbolises the closing of cycles 
and the beginning of others, making room for growth, change 
and progress. 2022 invites us to open doors and appreciate the 
light and Nature that surrounds us, bringing fragments of these 
elements into the interior, without neglecting the importance of 
imagination and resilience that characterised last year's trends. 

Vicaima shares the innovations that will dominate the interior 
design sector throughout 2022, demonstrating that it is 
possible to follow trends and integrate them into different 
projects in a customised way. 
 
Nature is transported into the interior -  A trend originating in 
2021, the incorporation of natural elements in decoration will 
gain even more prominence this year, being present in colour 
palettes, textures and decorative elements. Nature-inspired 
materials and textures create holistic and relaxing environments 
that promote well-being.  

For those that love the visual effect of wood and want to break 
free from the limitations of the species or shade, the Naturdor® 
Vision range of finishes is an excellent option, as it brings 
together wood veneer and the use of technology, allowing you 
to explore new dimensions of tone and design. 

Vicaima At The 
Forefront of 
Décor Trends 
For 2022 

Vicaima's Naturdor® Stained Extra finishes 
also present innovative possibilities for interior 
projects, through the use of natural wood veneer 
with striped veining, available in various tones.  
Wooden panels will also be protagonists as 
they bring the warmth and comfort of Nature 
into interior spaces, being particularly trendy in 
Hospitality projects, where the creation of cosy 
environments is a must. 
 
Multifunctional and minimalist spaces - In these 
past couple of years, society was forced to 
rediscover spaces, making them multi-purpose. 
In 2022, professionals in the sector will be 
challenged to design multifunctional rooms, not 
out of necessity, but because there has been an 
adaptation of lifestyles. Minimalism has never 
been so present, showing that little can become 
much. 

For the new generation that favours simplicity 
without neglecting the design component, the 
"EX70" door collection from Vicaima's Exclusive 
line may be the ideal choice. This collection 
stands out for its elegant design and geometric 
patterns and is available in 5 contemporary 
models that create a dramatic and luxurious style 
in any environment.
  
Very Peri is Pantone’s Colour of the Year - 
Pantone's colour of the year for 2022 is Very Peri, 
a violet shade that combines the constancy of 
blue with the energy of red.

The shade chosen for next year also symbolises a 
new stage, as for the first time Pantone created a 
brand-new colour instead of choosing an existing 
one. The tone integrates in perfect harmony 
within the huge palette of Vicaima's Naturdor, 
Dekordor and Lacdor range of finishes, capable 
of giving subtlety to the spaces that include this 
new fashionable tone. 

Conscious Sustainability is essential - The 
theme of Sustainability remains firmly on the 
media's agenda, due to the fact that it is 
increasingly relevant for the current generation 
of consumers. The responsible use of raw 
materials is a growing concern, especially 
with increased exposure to climate change, 

influencing the way in which we buy and 
produce.  In 2022, the production and use of 
raw materials obtained in an environmentally 
responsible way will be in the spotlight. 
This together with product durability being 
another major customer concern.  Vicaima, as 
an environmentally conscious manufacturer, 
promotes the use of technologies and raw 
materials that minimise environmental impact. 

All of Vicaima's products are available with 
FSC® certification, an entity which ensures 
that the raw materials come from responsibly 
managed forests. Vicaima also makes sure 
that wood waste resulting from production is 
reused and recycled.   

Vicaima works continuously to bring innovation 
and respond to the 2022 trends and market 
demands with distinctive, modern and elegant 
solutions. The mission to be constantly 
at the forefront of design remains, along 
with the search for increasingly sustainable 
solutions that mirror a robust environmental 
responsibility.   www.vicaima.com
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oMNIE UFH SySTEMS SELECTED 
FoR PoRTHCAWL CHURCH 
RENAISSANCE
Cilgal Baptist Church, at the heart of Porthcawl, 
is nearing the end of the first phase of an 
refurbishment project and a new underfloor 
heating system featuring the OMNIE Staple 
and TorFloor systems will provide a warming 
welcome for all. OMNIE’S Staples system, 
which has been used across a large proportion 
of the church as well as the office, is installed 
by clipping the continuous pipe runs to rigid 
insulation, itself secured across the concrete 
subfloor. 

The entire area is then screeded to make 
full contact with the pipework and achieve 
excellent levels of heat transmission. The 
specification switches to OMNIE’s versatile 
TorFloor system for areas like the kitchen, 
toilets and other parts of the church. The 
circuits are designed for a flow temperature 
of 55 C to give a return temperature of 48 C 
in order to maximise the performance of the 
condensing boiler.   www.omnie.co.uk

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL  ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL

Lg Launches 
New Therma V 
Monobloc ‘S’ 
Heat Pump

Leading heat pump manufacturer LG has launched the latest 
version of its sector leading Therma V Monobloc air to water heat 
pump – the Therma V R32 Monobloc ‘S’ – into a UK marketplace 
that is highly responsive to new heat pump technology. The ‘S’ 
stands for ‘Silence’ and ‘Supreme’ to highlight its reduced noise 
level and best performance criteria. 

The new monobloc is a frontline contender for providing heating 
and hot water for social housing developments as well as private 

new build homes. As with the 
original Monobloc, this new model 
combines the indoor and outdoor 
features in one module. It’s also 
connected by only water piping, 
eliminating the need for refrigerant 
piping, making this heat pump an 
installer’s dream when it comes to 
ease of installation. 

Hydronic components like the 
improved plate heat exchanger, the expansion tank, water pump, 
flow sensor, pressure sensor, air vent valve and safety valve are 
all built in - inside the outdoor unit – pre-installed and ready 
to run. And the R32 Monobloc ‘S’ provides excellent heating 
performance especially at low ambient temperatures whilst 
lowering its carbon emissions even more with the use of R32. 

The innovative design and technology in this new unit sees built 
in water flow and pressure sensors to monitor the water circuit 
in real time, advanced water pump control, enhanced second 
circuit logic, energy monitoring of estimated power consumption 

via the remote controller, MODBUS connectivity without Gateway 
if required and advanced control for the domestic hot water 
recirculation pump. 

LG equipment is justly renowned in the industry for its controllers 
and the new Monobloc ‘S’ is equipped with a new advanced 
remote controller which supports a number of functions. It comes 
with a premium design 4.3-inch colour LCD monitor, user friendly 
interface that uses simple graphic, icon and text controls, easy 
schedule and installer settings and energy monitoring without 
meter interface to provide estimated power consumption figures. 

It is possible to monitor not only the temperature of the water 
circuit but also the flow rate and the pressure. This information 
provides installers with more reliable information for installation 
and maintenance. The original version was extremely quiet, but 
this new ‘S’ version is even quieter and up to 9kW units can be 
installed at the minimum of 4 metres away, and up to 16kW units 
- up to 5 metres away from neighbouring houses complying with 
international noise regulations. 

The unit comes with a Seasonal Coefficient of Performance of 
up to 4.67 (Average climate/Low temperature application) and a 
A+++ rating. The COP rises to 4.9 (Outdoor air 7°C/Leaving water 
temperature 35°C) and can deliver leaving water temperature of 
65°C if required. For more information on the new LG Therma 
V Monobloc ‘S’ head for partner.lge.com/uk, or email LG at 
uk.aircon@lge.com.

The latest addition to the Stelrad Radiator Group portfolio 
is the new Cast Iron Column range. Traditionally Stelrad has 
supplied steel radiators and continues to do so with more 
than two and a half million radiators manufactured each 
year. But in the past few years, cast iron column radiators – 
which were first around in Victorian times - have come into 
vogue again and as always, the company aims to meet the 
demands of its customers at every level, so it has added a 
selection of Cast Iron Column radiators to its ever-widening 
range.  

The new Stelrad Radiator Group Cast Iron Column radiator 
is available now and adds undoubted charisma to any 
modern or period home with its distinctive, ageless look 
and its Natural Cast finish.  With the added options of 
either Antique Brass or Brushed Nickel TRVs to provide 
the ultimate in modern heating control. The classic, clean 

lines suggest a genuine piece from yesteryear whilst offering the very best in quality and craftsmanship to 
enhance the very latest in heating technology as it slips effortlessly into the superior elegance of today’s 
most fashionable of décor.   www.stelrad.com

CAST IRoN CERTAINTy FRoM STELRAD… 
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Continuous flow units & systems deliver hot water on 
demand.
Users pay only for fuel used, not to store heated water.

Fuel cost savings of 30% and lower carbon emissions 
are realistic on all continuous flow hot water heating 
units and systems installed at any commercial site.  The 
technology employed means that a site and end-user 
pays only for fuel used to heat the limitless flow hot 
water to the required temperature - the units are all 
programmable up to 85 degrees C. 

Says Chris Goggin, Operation Director for Rinnai, ’Our 
company operates in over 50 countries worldwide, and 
manufactures on each of the five continents producing 
over 2 million water heating units each year. We have a 
global reach of over 650 design engineers plus testing 
facilities in Japan, America and Australasia. We have 
moved this quickly as we perceive that the market is 
fast changing. Therefore, from early in the New Year we 
will be broadening our product offering to encompass 
others forms of lower carbon hot water delivery units 
and systems.'

‘The UK government, although committed to 
decarbonisation, has been rather mixed in its approach 
on the road to NetZero but one thing is certain – we 
must stop using carbon bearing fuels as soon as is 
realistic and pragmatic. We have huge populations that 

want to halt climate change but still want to be within 
their present living standards.'

Adds Mr Goggin, ‘We have positioned the Rinnai name 
as a company that offers the highest quality product 
and best available value with service excellence. It is a 
position of responsibility and we have maintained 
a stance of doing the very best we can for 
customers. We believe implicitly in this basic 
premise - we do the best we can, and we 
achieve what our customers want and expect. 
And that includes anticipating the future.’

‘We want to see realism brought into 
an increasingly polarised debate that, at 
times reaches levels of unbridled hysteria. 
Fact, logic and reason must be employed 
for the best outcome for all of us. We need 
decarbonisation, we need NetZero, and we 
need it as soon as possible but in such a way 
that is pragmatic in terms of catering to the existing 
populations and markets,” he adds.

“We are manufacturers of proven excellence and are 
using our core competencies of design engineering 
solutions to suit all possible future needs and fuels. We 
have a global reach with 650 R & D engineers. We will 
evolve to ensure that our customers have the very best 
possible product options.

“We believe, implicitly that there will be a need for a 
variety of solutions to the Energy Trilemma – there is 
not one single fuel or appliance that is the answer to 
all the problems.  We also believe that some of the 
statements coming from quasi-official quarters is the 
drum-banging of interested parties looking after their 
own primary financial and or political interests.’ 

The new products and formats are all Rinnai products 
and meet or exceed existing or proposed UK legislation 
or certifications. www.rinnaiuk.com

Fuel Saving & Best Value 
With Limitless Temperature 
Accurate Hot Water From Rinnai UK

Stelrad Radiators Turn Up 
The Heat At Forth Valley 
College In Scotland

Forth Valley College is one of Scotland’s 
leading providers of education and 
training delivering more than 750 courses 
from its main campuses in Alloa, Falkirk 
and Stirling. It is recognised throughout 
the UK and beyond for its innovative, 
creative approach to learning and 
teaching. This equips its students with 
the skills and experience they need to 
develop their careers.   

The Falkirk Campus opened in 2020 and 
comprises an impressive modern building 
offering an excellent environment for 
learning. Included in this new campus was 
a well-designed heating system to ensure 
students and staff were comfortable at 
all times of the year. Key to the heating 
system was the use of Stelrad radiators 
throughout the campus – a mix of more 
than 300 Stelrad Planar radiators –– both 
horizontal and vertical models – alongside 
40 Concord Lo-Line floor mounted 
radiators and several of Stelrad’s best-
selling range of low surface temperature 
radiators.  

Said Stelrad’s Head of Marketing, Chris 
Harvey,  “we have seen our radiators 

selected for an 
increasing number 
of large-scale, 
education related 
projects in schools, 
colleges and 
universities across the 
UK in the past couple 
of years.  We’re seeing our 
vertical radiators chosen more often to 
provide effective heating, but with the 
additional aesthetic aims of maximising 
on the visual appearance of the radiators. 
And the use of our LST range where safety 
is the prime concern and there is a need 
for a ‘safe to touch’ option is the icing on 
the cake in this project.”  
www.stelrad.com

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL  ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL
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What Is Low-Carbon Aluminium?

 VIEWPOINT VIEWPOINT 

by Wojciech Brozyna - MD of Aluprof UK

The production of prime aluminium has continued 
to take advantage of new technology to reduce 
energy consumption in its manufacture and its 
carbon emissions since aluminium became a 
commercially viable material in 1880 through the 
Hall–Héroult process. Energy consumption has 
been reducing on average by 1.2% per year over 
the last few decades, but in order to achieve a low-
carbon aluminium product, much more is needed. 
The quantity of recycled aluminium used globally, 
sometimes known as secondary production, has 
remained relatively constant at 31-33% since 
2000, with 34% used in 2019 the highest share 
during this period. 

As aluminium has a high value, collection rates 
are typically high, in 2019, collection rates for 
aluminium were over 95% for all new scrap (pre-
consumer) and just over 70% for all old (post-
consumer) scrap aluminium. We must continue to 
increase the collection of post-consumer scrap as 
it uses much less energy to recycle, just 10% that 
of primary aluminium. 

There are various producers of Aluminium billet 
across the globe, all of who supply some low-
carbon product, such as, EcoLum from Alcoa 
offering 4kg of CO 2 per single kg of aluminium 
production, ALLOW from RUSAL offering 4kg 
of CO 2 per single kg of aluminium production, 
CIRCAL 75R from Hydro offering 2.3kg of CO 2 per 
single kg of aluminium production and our own 
group company, LowCarbonKety from Grupa Kety 
offering 2,79kg of CO 2 per single kg of aluminium 
production. All of these low-carbon products are 
made up of up to 75% post-consumer scrap, 
approximately 10% pre-consumer scrap, together 
with a low content of primary aluminium and is 
then produced using renewable energy sources. 

The problem we have is that low-carbon aluminium 
products are costly and in short supply, so why is 
this? Referring back to the total recycled content 
of all aluminium supplied to meet the demand of 
31-33% since 2000, we simply cannot get enough 
scrap to meet the demand. At a required total 
85% recycled content (post and pre-consumer 
scrap) for this low-carbon aluminium, finding the 
recycled content is difficult. 

There are also other issues to consider when 
specifying low-carbon aluminium, such as it cannot 
be used when an anodised finish is required. 
Why do we have a shortage of scrap? As demand 
continues to grow for aluminium and products 
using aluminium last longer, there is simply not 

enough to meet demand. It could be stated that 
specifying a low-carbon aluminium for a project 
only takes recycled content away from another 
project, so on a global scale, there is no benefit. 
What is key here is that technology is moving 
rapidly to increase the use of renewable energy 
in the production of aluminium and to reduce or 
capture CO 2 during manufacture. We also must 
remember that we are not going to run out of the 
raw material to produce aluminium, as the raw 
material bauxite is the most abundant metal in 
the earth's crust. 

Here at Aluprof, we 
source one third 
of our aluminium 
extrusions from our 
group company, Grupa 
Kety, where we offer a 
low-carbon aluminium 
product and are working 
to further reduce carbon 
emissions. Two thirds 
of our aluminium 
extrusions supplied by 
Aluprof comes from 
other market sources. 
We can therefore 
offer specifiers any 
low-carbon product 
specifiers wish to use 
for their project, but this 
comes with the caveat 
of both possible cost 
implications and likely 
extended lead times for 
extrusions. 

Given the project requirements, should a 
requested low-carbon specification be achievable, 
then Aluprof can offer EPD (Environmental Product 
Declarations) to substantiate the source of the 
aluminium that Aluprof’s profiles will be supplied 
from. 

Extended lead times for products could impact 
the site programme, which in turn could incur 
additional carbon costs. On the other hand, some 
BREEAM credits could be available on a project 
by choosing low-carbon products, including 
aluminium.

These issues highlight that every project is different 
and must be looked at in isolation. The key here is 
the need to get product suppliers involved at the 
early design stages to explore what is possible.

Aluprof have an experienced design team on hand 
who can explore these options and help choosing 
the right aluminium source and systems to suit any 
project.  Since setting up the Aluprof Office at the 
Business Design Centre in London, the company 
has rapidly grown their specification influence in 
the UK with their high-performance architectural 
aluminium systems. 

Further expansion of the company’s headquarters 
in Altrincham now provides specifiers with meeting 
facilities and an extensive showroom of commercial 
systems to view. With overseas growth across 
Europe spreading into the Middle East and firm 
roots already in the East of the USA, the company 
has become a global player in facade supply. 
Further information is available on the company’s 
website at aluprof.co.uk or direct from their UK 
head office in Altrincham on 0161 941 4005.
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Produced using iron, the most abundant element on the 
planet, steel manufacturing impact is calculated by the World 
Steel Association using what is called the ‘system expansion’ 
method of life cycle assessment. This looks at steel to be 
part of a global system of supply and demand and takes 
account of co-products used in the manufacturing processes 
that save energy or reduce emissions. 

One example is waste gases from the process being re- used 
to generate electricity for the process. The full life calculation, 
which also takes account of steel’s high strength-to-weight 
ratio (meaning less achieves more) means that overall CO2 
emissions associated with a steel building - from component 
manufacture through its life in use - will be lower than for 
other materials. 

Moving away from the mathematics the nature of steel and its construction also augments its sustainability tally. 
All the fabrication process, the testing and the certification takes place in a controlled and monitored factory 
environment. This ensures adherence to consistently high standards and quality. This in turn leads to quicker, safer 
and more predictable outcomes on-site. Construction processes can therefore be more efficient, not to mention 
more cost-effective. A key element in the use of steel as a building material is galvanizing providing protection 
against corrosion. In this process the steel is coated with zinc to prevent it from rusting. The cleaned steel is 
dipped into molten zinc at around 450 degrees C and a series of zinc-iron alloy layers are built up by a metallurgical 
reaction between the iron and zinc creating a strong bond between steel and the coating. 

The galvanizing process is energy efficient taken as part of a whole life cycle which is the only meaningful way of 
calculating the impact on such a long-lasting material. It prolongs the life of an already long-life product, and it does 
not affect recyclability or re-use. Galvanized steel can be thrown into the scrap furnace and steel can easily be re-
galvanized. One particular steel building component that emphasises the sustainability plusses of the material are 
windows. Manufactured under controlled conditions to reap the benefits already enumerated for steel as a material, 
Crittall Windows operates within the constraints of ISO 14001:2004; a recognised international environmental 

management standard that sets targets 
for solids, liquids, gaseous emissions 
and waste generation. But the finished 
product itself, which is galvanized for 
enhanced longevity, offers other benefits 
because of the nature of the material. 

Because of their inherent strength steel 
windows have much thinner frames 
than is possible with other window 
materials. This lets in more daylight thus 
reducing the use of artificial lighting in 
the buildings in which they are installed. 
Taken over the elevations of a large 
commercial building this could lead to 
impressive savings in both energy usage 
and cost. 

Supreme strength and matchless 
elegance are unusual partners, but they 
sit side by side in the world’s most 
recyclable building material. And who 
said sustainability and good looks could 
not go hand in hand?
www.crittall-windows.co.uk

Steel Windows – Sustainability 
Meets Style
Nobody can doubt the strength of steel as a construction 
material but its qualities in the field of sustainability are 
rather less obvious, but no less impressive says Russell 
Ager, Managing Director of Crittall Windows.

It is the strength of steel that contributes to its credentials 
as a sustainable, environmentally sound and cost-
effective choice. Quite simply, it can be recycled or re-
used continually without deterioration of its fundamental 
properties. This translates into a high value placed on 
the product throughout its long life. Steel components 
have been recovered for many years and the process for 
recycling is therefore highly developed. 

Current rates of recovery from demolition sites in Great 
Britain are an astonishing 99% for structural steel and 

94% for all types of steel construction. These percentages 
leave far behind all other types of building material. 
Currently some 86% of steel gathered as scrap is returned 
to the furnace while 13% is dismantled for direct re-use. 
This leaves just 1% that is lost to rust or landfill. On a 
worldwide basis some 40% of all steel produced is based 
on the use of recycled scrap, that’s 500 million tonnes 
per year or the equivalent of 180 Eiffel Towers per day. 
For the UK market, that could be translated into 25 Forth 
Rail Bridges! Of course, sustainability is more than just 
re-use and recycling and other important considerations 
include the environmental cost of manufacture.

 VIEWPOINT VIEWPOINT 
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At 600 acres, Central Park, Avonmouth, Bristol 
is a warehouse and distribution development, 
strategically located between the M49 motorway 
on its Eastern boundary and the A403 to the 
West. A 40 acre site has been built by Berberry, 
a privately owned property development and 
investment company based in the West Midlands.  
They demanded the contractors achieve the 
highest environmental standards for the surface 
water drainage systems installed.  

With areas designated for HGV access and hard 
standing, car parks and areas accessed by 
smaller commercial vehicles, the road and yard 
surfaces employed included concrete, asphalt 
and block paving. This meant various types of 
surface channelling were required to ensure the 
drainage needs of the site. Hauraton systems; 

RECYFIX® HICAP®, FASERFIX® SUPER, RECYFIX® 
MONOTEC and ENVIROKERB were chosen to meet 
the drainage requirements. FASERFIX® SERVICE 
channel was also specified to house cables and 
coolant pipe-work. 

All the channels supplied are made of recycled 
polypropylene with fixed ductile iron, 14mm 
open slot inlets finished with KTL, a rust 
resistant coating. The HICAP system has proved 
in similar applications to resist the weight (up to 
44 tonnes) and twisting forces of HGV wheels.   
www.drainage-projects.co.uk

Hauraton Surface Drainage 
And Service Channel Systems 
Installed At Central Park, Avonmouth

PROJECT INSIGHT  PROJECT INSIGHT

TBA FIREFLy SySTEM SUB-DIVIDES 
SUPERMARKET RooFSPACE

During the recent pandemic supermarket chains have had to continue with 
property maintenance and improvement programmes to ensure the safety 
of their premises, including a store in Staffordshire where the APOLLO Lite 
30:30 barrier, manufactured by TBA FIREFLY TM , was installed within the 
roof- space as part of a major refurbishment project. The work at the store 
was carried out by sector specialist, The B Team. 

All of the APOLLO Lite 30:30, together with the heavy duty stainless 
steel staples and other ancillary Firefly products, have been supplied 
by distributor, CCF. All of The B Team’s work had to be carried out while 
minimising any disruption to the store’s long hours of business, with 
the new APOLLO Lite fire barriers being concealed above the building’s 
reinstated suspended ceilings. The APOLLO Lite 30:30 has been developed for use in vertical 
separation or compartmentation situations, offering 30 minutes integrity and insulation thereby 
exceeding the minimum requirements of the Building Regulations. It is widely specified to form 
fire barriers within roof voids and floor voids in many different property types, including tower 
blocks and other HMOs. 

The flexible woven and non woven glass fibre material is easy to cut and fix and is treated 
with a proprietary coating to improve its fire performance properties and therefore prevent 
temperatures rising in adjoining areas. The system has been fully tested to BS 476 Parts 20 
&22 and is third party certified by IFCC. The six metre long rolls of APOLLO Lite 30:30 have a 
minimum thickness of 6mm and are installed using specialist staples as well as heat resistant 
adhesive.   www.tbafirefly.com

PROJECT INSIGHT 

WRAPTITE® CHoSEN FoR zERo 
CARBoN HoMES oFFSITE DEVELoPMENT

The Wraptite external air barrier system from A. Proctor 
Group has been chosen for an exciting low energy homes 
offsite project for developer Osco Homes. Commissioned 
by Kirklees Council, the site will demonstrate how high 
quality, energy-efficient housing can be achieved using 
offsite construction. The bungalows are designed to be light, 
spacious, and desirable but must also mitigate fuel poverty 
and provide a safe and healthy environment where residents 
can live. 

The superior airtightness performance of the Wraptite 
membrane from the A. Proctor Group is the perfect solution, 
delivering significant benefits to the combination of in-
factory manufacture and on-site housing construction.

The Wraptite air barrier system offers a safer and simplified 
membrane system. It provides a fully self-adhered vapour 
permeable air barrier certified by the BBA and combines the 
critical properties of vapour permeability and airtightness in 
one self-adhering membrane. 

The self-adhesive membrane is easily applied in the 
factory,  bonded externally to the substrate, and ensures 
that the membrane is held firmly in place, even during 
transportation, maintaining the quality of the system from 
installation to build and completion.  www.proctorgroup.com
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Cupa Pizarras’ Slate Chosen For 
Luxury Coastal Properties

CUPA PIZARRAS’ CUPA 18 natural slate 
has been used to achieve a high-quality 
finish on three luxury, modern, new build 
properties in one of the most desirable 
areas of Whitstable in Kent. 

The new properties, built by local property 
designer and developer specialist Kapra 
Developments, are located in Island Wall, 
Whitstable, close to both the town centre 
and the scenic Kent coastline. The three 
storey, five bedroom luxury properties are 

each in excess of 360 square metres and benefit from views 
over the nearby golf course.  

The unique design of the houses features extensive use of dark 
grey aluminium glazing systems including rooftop lanterns and 
large sloping roof windows. 

The placement of the 
expansive glazing as 
well as the layout 
and orientation of the 
buildings was devised to 
maximize the natural light 
and make the most of the 
surrounding landscape. 
In addition to the CUPA 
18 natural slate, the design also includes high quality 
natural timber cladding, sedum green roofing and 
natural stone blockwork .

Kim Brown, Director at Kapra Developments explained: 
“For the properties on Island Wall, the quality of the 
materials was very important and the coastal location 
meant that a durable product was essential. We had 
used CUPA PIZARRAS’ products on previous projects 
and so we were confident that the CUPA 18 slate would 
provide the look, quality and longevity we wanted.” 

CUPA 18 is a lighter grey slate with a smooth matt 
surface and has a superior, homogenous finish with 
only minor variations allowed in the thickness and 
flatness of the slate. The slate roofs were installed by 
Bates (Kent), a family owned contractor based near 
Canterbury, who has worked with Kapra Developments 
on a number of previous projects. 

David Clarke, Company Secretary at Bates said: “The 
Island Wall properties presented a few complexities 
and challenges due to the steep pitch of the roof and 
the need to integrate the slate with the other elements 
such as the large format glazing."

“We’ve used CUPA products on a number of contracts 
and found the slates very easy to work with. The 
strength and quality of the slates means that we are 
able to reduce the amount of wastage compared with 
other products.”

Kim Brown concluded: “To achieve the intended result 
for these properties has required hard work from 
everyone involved. We are once again delighted with 
CUPA PIZARRAS’ products and are pleased with how 
that element of the build has progressed.” 

CUPA PIZARRAS’ natural slate is sustainably 
extracted from quarries in northern Spain. It 
has an exceptional life span of 100 years and 
requires minimal maintenance throughout 
its lifetime.  www.cupapizarras.com/uk
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The vegetation of the green walls grows in planters 
that extend along the entire length of the buildings 
& facades, with over six kilometres of diagonally 
running stainless steel wire ropes supporting 
up to nine levels of planters. All the 
structural components are made of type 
316 stainless steel, which offers great 
durability against corrosion. 

In addition to the structural elements, 
the green facade contains a fully 
automatic irrigation and fertilization 
system. Buildings that are greened and 
ventilated in this way reduce energy costs 
and emissions. 

The green wall not only fulfils its functional purpose 
for the Jakob Rope Systems manufacturing site, 
but it is also a great example of how sustainable 
design can improve working conditions and lessen 
ecological impact.  www.mma-architectural.co.uk    

Alongside the growth in sustainable building design, 
green walls are increasingly being seen in many of the 
world’s towns and cities, with the facades absorbing 
carbon dioxide, binding dust and air pollutants, 
dampening noise and reducing energy consumption 
thanks to a combination of shading and water 
evaporation. 

In the north of Saigon, Vietnam's financial centre and 
largest city, Jakob’s new production facility is one such 
building. The architects (rollimarchini AG in Switzerland 
and G8A in Vietnam) developed a concept that would 
meet both climatic and sustainability challenges, using 
a combination of modern materials and local traditional 
building techniques. 

Incorporating naturally ventilated and shaded areas as 
well as simple fans, the design also incorporated green 
walls, with planters suspended from stainless steel 
wire ropes and nets. The green walls not only shade 
the interior spaces and filter pollutants from the air, 
but they also lower the building temperature through 
evaporation.

Hanging gardens At 
The Jakob Factory 
In Saigon

PROJECT INSIGHT  PROJECT INSIGHT
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AFFoRDABLE HoUSINg gIVEN 
SUPERIoR VAPoUR BARRIER AND 
AIRTIgHTNESS SoLUTIoN

A series of 10 newly built affordable Council houses 
in Montrose, Scotland has been fitted with a high-
performing variable-permeability vapour control 
layer from the A. Proctor Group. Procheck® Adapt 
is designed to protect the building fabric from 
the potential risks of condensation and act as an 
effective airtight barrier.

Contractor, Andrew Shepherd Construction, 
proposed the use of the Procheck Adapt available 
from the A. Proctor Group. Thanks to its unique 
design, the Procheck Adapt membrane offers 
variable permeability which adapts to changes in 
humidity levels and allows the structure to dry out 
in the summer and in sunny days during spring 
and autumn while protecting it from moisture 
overload in the winter. This is possible because 
the membrane adapts its vapour resistance to the 
environment i.e., vapour tight in the winter and 
more vapour open in the summer. 

This ensures that the building fabric is protected 
from damaging moisture levels during cold, wet 
winter months, and allows the fabric to dry out 
effectively in warmer, drier months. Procheck 
Adapt has a translucent structure which eases 
fixing to structural frames and in combination 
with its integral tape allows for a fast installation 
time. Procheck Adapt is suitable for a variety 
of commercial and residential applications and 
provides airtightness to the structure as well as 
vapour control.   www.proctorgroup.com

The new Sugar House Island Primary School 
in Stratford, East London, is making full use 
of the strength and stability to Magply MgO 
boards which carry a full set of internationally 
recognised accreditations, including BDA 
certification and which are widely specified for 
their excellent fire performance.  Magply offers a 
fire-safe and environmentally friendly alternative 
to conventional plywood or OSB products.  

Additionally, the unique production process 
keeps the chloride content to just 0.01%, 
enhancing both stability and long-term durability.  
The different thickness of panels is also widely 
used as a substrate board for the direct 
application of proprietary render systems, as well 
as for flooring and flat or pitched roof build-ups.  
www.magply.co.uk      

MAgPLy BoARDS SHEATH 
STRUCTURE To STRATFoRD’S SUgAR 
HoUSE ISLAND SCHooL

The developer building a private property in 
the beautiful Kent town of Westerham, near 
Sevenoaks,  has made full use of the flexible 
version from  the Marmox Multiboard range in 
creating a two storey, drum-shaped elevation 
that is being finished using a proprietary render 
system. 

While standard Marmox Multiboards are formed 
from rigid sheets of extruded polystyrene (XPS) 
faced on both sides with a layer of polymer 
modified concrete encapsulating glass fibre 
reinforcement, the Curved version features 2mm 
wide slices through 75% of their depth, at 20 
mm intervals.  

This enables the 1250 x 600mm boards to be 
bent down to radii as tight as 200mm if fixed 

so that the slices close together.   Even tighter 
radii can be achieved by folding the boards so 
that the ‘teeth’ open up. 

They can either be fixed against a blockwork of 
other solid surface using a continuous coating 
of tile cement or secured to timber battens at 
300mm centres using screws and the special 
Marmox washers.  This flexibility makes Curved 
Multiboards ideal for creating archways, curving 
partitions and cubicles or even moulded tiled 
seats.  www.marmox.co.uk 

CURVED MARMox MULTIBoARDS 
FACILITATE CyLINDRICAL FAÇADE 
FoR KENT PRoPERTy

The acoustic performance of a major London landmark building was 
upgraded using the StoSilent Distance acoustic system. Hayward 
Gallery at London’s Southbank Centre underwent a complete 
refurbishment, and the StoSilent Distance system helped create a 
new and dramatically improved acoustic environment for this world-
renowned art gallery.  

The 66 pyramid-shaped skylights which originally featured on the 
building had become damaged over time, while internally, a series 
of impractical sound-absorbing baffles and a translucent suspended 
ceiling had been used below them. The aim was to remove the 
suspended ceiling, reclaim the original height of the gallery spaces, 
and allow more natural light to enter. The pyramid roof lights were 
reconstructed using modern materials, and this meant that reliable 
acoustic treatment needed to be fitted into the coffer spaces below 
them in order to create the required acoustic environment. 

Unlike conventional acoustic treatments which use exposed grid 
and tile systems and offer limited design possibilities, the StoSilent 
Distance solution allows the creation of modern, clean, monolithic and 
seamless solutions, and can accommodate unusual design features 
such as the gallery ceiling and its pyramid-shaped skylights. StoSilent 
Distance was installed in the deep acoustic coffers which sit below 
each of the pyramid skylights.   www.sto.co.uk

STo ACoUSTIC SySTEM HELPS RESToRE
HISToRIC LoNDoN ART gALLERy
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CUPA PIZARRAS has been heavily involved in the development of a new self-build residential property in North 
West London. The manufacturer was initially approached due to its range of natural slate façade designs, with its 
CUPACLAD® 201 Vanguard system eventually specified to create an impressive and striking façade.  Located in Dollis 
Hill, the property is situated next to a housing estate and opposite an existing slate clad façade, while views to the 
rear give the illusion of a peaceful woodland setting. 

The designers sought to create a family home with a high-end exterior finish that felt like an escape from London, 
while also working well with the surrounding structures. Early on, natural slate was identified as a material that could 
help to create an attractive contemporary façade around the rear, sides and the upper elevation of the front of the 
property. It was also crucial that the façade would act as a rainscreen cladding system so the project team approached 
CUPA PIZARRAS about its CUPACLAD® natural slate rainscreen cladding. 

The project team visited Taylor Maxwell’s London Bridge showroom – the exclusive distributor of CUPACLAD® in the 
UK - to discuss options with the Taylor Maxwell and CUPA PIZARRAS teams as well as view a CUPACLAD® sample 
wall. This session helped to establish that the CUPACLAD® 201 Vanguard system was the ideal solution. A fully 
BBA approved system, CUPACLAD® 201 Vanguard is 100% non-combustible and offers a lifespan of over 100 years. 
Following the initial consultation, CUPA PIZARRAS worked closely with the project team, including carrying out a 
number of site visits. 

Cupa Pizarras Supplies 
Contemporary Rainscreen 
Cladding Solution For 
Impressive London Home

The use of CUPACLAD® 201 Vanguard was kept 
in mind throughout the design process, with the 
dimensions of the slate determining the placement 
of windows, vents and corners. This meant that when 
it came to construction, it was a simple installation 
process with minimal wastage and resulting in a 
clean finish. 

The CUPACLAD® 201 Vanguard system is constructed 
from horizontal aluminium profiles, mechanically 
fastened to an aluminium sub frame support. Once 
fixed in place, the rows of natural slate are clipped 
on, and in the case of the Dollis Hill property, using 
visible fixings to create an attractive pinstripe effect.  
“The product looks fantastic in-situ on this project,” 
commented Tom Ward, Cladding Product Advisor at 
Taylor Maxwell. 

“The dark grey slate rainscreen cladding provides 
a striking colour contrast with the refurbished 
light brown timber fencing and complements the 
property’s black aluminium windows and glazing.”  
www.cupapizarras.com/uk/

PROJECT INSIGHT  PROJECT INSIGHT
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A combination of external wall 
insulation and resin brick slips 
from Sto has helped create a 
thermally efficient and visually 
striking appearance for a £7.8m 
residential refurbishment 
project in London. Located 
on the Stockwell Park estate, 
Tyler House now benefits from 
the use of Sto resin brick slips 
which have been installed as 
the final façade finish, onto 

the company’s StoTherm Mineral K external wall 
insulation system. 

The Tyler House building is organised around a central 
courtyard, and houses 48 flats with one, two, three or 
four bedrooms. The BBA-certified StoTherm Mineral K 
insulation system is ideal for refurbishment projects 
such as Tyler House. Its external installation means 
that insulation performance can be substantially 
upgraded without the loss of any living space inside 
the premises. 

Comprising mineral-fibre boards which deliver high 
thermal performance and unrivalled fire protection, 
the system also incorporates reinforcing layers 
to provide additional impact resistance. For this 
project the insulation was installed using StoLevell 

Uni adhesive and supplementary fixings to create a 
strong and reliable bond with the substrate. Designed 
specifically for use with Sto’s external wall insulation 
systems and StoRend systems, the Sto resin brick 
slips used on Tyler House are manufactured from a 
rugged and durable synthetic render, and combine 
a realistic simulated brick appearance with reliable, 
weatherproof properties. 

They can be used to match the appearance of 
surrounding buildings without compromising on 
thermal insulation, or as in this case, to create 
dramatic and individual facades. For Tyler House 
they were specified in a white brick slip colour which 
contrasts with the new rooftop extension. Highly 
resistant to impact and mechanical stress, the Sto 
resin brick slips carry the backing of BBA approval 
and are available in more than 80 colours, or can be 
custom-made in almost any colour or size. 

The refurbishment of Tyler House represents one of 
the final phases in a 15-year project carried out by 
Network Homes, which has seen the transformation 
and regeneration of the wider Stockwell Park Estate.
www.sto.cou.uk

Sto Creates Striking Insulated Brick 
Slip Facade For London Residential 
Refurbishment Project

PROJECT INSIGHT  PROJECT INSIGHT

MAgPLy PARTNERS WITH PRoKoL 
To gIVE FIREPRooF RooFINg BUILD-UP

A Dutch manufacturer of fireproof flat roof coatings 
is recommending IPP Limited’s Magply boards as the 
ideal substrate on which to install its liquid applied 
treatments: based not only on their fire rating and 
stability, but also because of the material’s flatness. 
A major installation is currently underway in Basildon, 
Essex, on an industrial building known as ‘The 
Gloucesters', where a local building company, Davis 
Bros, is overlaying the old ‘northlight’ roof over its 
own premises and that of its neighbours with a Prokol 
specification that includes 6mm Magply. 

Prokol UK offers training, project management and other support to clients across the construction industry 
with systems certified for flooring, tanking, sealing chemical bunds and even encapsulating asbestos 
sheeting, as well as for flat roofing – where it can provide guarantee periods of 30 or even 50 years.    The 
roof structure is formed from concrete planks over steel trusses and has an existing felt waterproofing 
system nearing the end of its life. This is being overlaid with Soudal Foam and 100mm of Xtratherm foil-faced 
insulation, onto which the 6mm Magply boards are bonded using a polyurethane adhesive. The joints are 
sealed with Prokol’s special high elongation tape before the MonoSeal top layer is applied. This hydrophobic 
pure polymer waterproofing has the potential to accommodate 1500 % elongation. www.magply.co.uk

The Strand Leisure Pool, a popular lido in 
Gillingham, Kent has recently had a makeover, with 
the help of Bradite’s One Can, to celebrate its 125th 
anniversary. A main attraction is the revitalised 
elephant slides, which are now proudly sporting 
the NHS logo and a rainbow pattern, replacing their 
previous bright pink exterior.  

Kelly Holmes, senior painter at Medway Norse 
Ltd explained that the all-in-one product, which 
combines primer, undercoat, and topcoat, was “ideal 
for the job” and that they “used seven different 
colours on the elephants and couldn’t have done it 
without a water-based product.” Bradite One Can is 
virtually odourless, it is quick-drying and touch dry 
in 30 minutes making it re-coatable in one hour. 

The paint works both as an adhesion primer and 
sealer, is anti-corrosive and can be used on a wide 
range of surfaces. It is available in both eggshell 
and matt finish and a full range of BS, RAL and 
NCS colours.  Not only were the elephants given 
a new lease of life, but One Can was also used to 
repaint safety bridges yellow, a seating area near the 
poolside and the lido’s exterior sign. 
www.bradite.com

JUMBo JoB FoR oNE CAN
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Style is also exuded from the XL aluminium 
range with the 125 x 100 mm MOG XL gutters 
being installed along side the 75 x 75 mm 
square downpipes. Finished in an attractive 
black powder coating which not offers a 
stunning heritage look but gives the gutters 
and downpipes protection against the elements 
leading to 30 years plus, maintenance free, 
lifecycle. 

Yeoman Rainguard manufacturing facilities 
helped to offer additional benefits to the build 
by being able to specially design external 
angles and stop end units in one piece. The 
units reduce the amount of jointing required 
therefore limiting the possibility of points of 
leakage in the gutter run.  

A bespoke aluminium Fascia/Soffit was also 
designed for the new build again adding to 
the immaculate finish and maintenance free 
advantages of the property’s exterior. For more 
information on Yeoman Rainguards rainwater 
systems for new build or renovation projects 
get in touch on 0113 279 5854 or go to 
www.rainguard.co.uk

Desirable New Build 
Reflects Quality With 
The Choice of 
Rainwater System

When it came to self-building a dream 
home, a couple from Yorkshire wanted 
the finish to the exterior of their home 
to convey both modern style and quality 
with a nod to traditional building 
materials. 

The plot of land was bought with an 
original property standing on it which 
was demolished to make way for the 
tasteful 4-bedroom family residence. 
Their new home was designed to 
be in keeping with the more mature 
properties in the surrounding area but 
also to include elements that offered a 
greener more modern way of living with 

consideration given to energy efficient, 
durable and ecologically sound building 
materials. When looking at a rainwater 
system they wanted all these elements 
to be reflected together in the choice of 
gutters and downpipes. 

After receiving samples from Yeoman 
Rainguard they choose the XL Aluminium 
range which, being manufactured from 3 
mm thick extruded aluminium, gave the 
confidence of a robust and long-lasting 
system. 
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Meg Makes A Splash!
Located in the foothills of the Franklin 
Mountains in El Paso in Texas, Camp 
Cohen is one of three new waterparks 
designed to celebrate the culture of 
the city’s diverse communities. Parkhill 
Architects were appointed by the City 
Authority to design them and Camp 
Cohen was the first. 

It was decided to use Abet Laminati’s 
MEG exterior grade laminate for this 
exciting and creative camp-themed park 
which includes water slides, a toddler 
pool, lazy river and more amenities 
for all ages. MEG was specified as the 
architects were looking for wood effect 
cladding which would complement the 
camp theme and which could be cut into 
planks to simulate a cabin. 

It was also heavy duty enough to cope 
with the sustained usage and the 
extremes of sunlight and temperatures 
which can easily range between -2°C in 
the winter and 35°C in the summer. As 
a result, MEG 754 Padouk was seen as 
the perfect solution. This visual plank 
look can now also be achieved with the 

newly-launched and competitively-priced 
Easy MEG siding product. 

Camp Cohen is another example of 
MEG in action where the need for high 
performance and durability is married up 
with low life-cycle costs, aesthetic design 
and resistance to weathering.  The range 
comprises 58 colours and 29 woodgrains 
together with 5 concrete and metal effect 
finishes. MEG is a self-supporting high 
pressure laminate (HPL) for cladding the 
exterior of buildings, balconies and other 
applications.

 It features high resistance to temperature, 
climate shock, weathering, UV light and 
impact. Samples and technical literature 
are available from Abet Ltd on tel: 020 
7473 6910 or visit uk.abetlaminati.com

Photography: Keith Talley; Talley Photography

A unique residential Pocket Living 
development recently completed 
in Barking features highly effective 
thermal performance and an 
attractive appearance thanks to an 
integrated package of insulation and 
exterior façade products provided by 
Sto. 

The company’s StoTherm Mineral 
external wall insulation system, with 
Sto-Rotofix Plus fixings and Sto 
Resin Brick Slip façade finish, have 
all been installed on this town-
centre project at Whiting Avenue.  
The BBA-certified StoTherm Mineral 
external wall insulation system 
incorporates extremely durable 
mineral-fibre boards which provide 
both outstanding thermal insulation 
and unrivalled fire protection. 

The boards are protected by a 
reinforcing mesh which increases 
their resistance to impact damage. 
These unique Sto spiral fixings are 
compatible with many different types 
of substrate and can be adjusted 

after installation to accommodate 
any unevenness. This allows the 
insulation boards to be installed 
without the need for additional 
expansion joints, and to create a 
smooth and even exterior surface 
ready for finishing. 

The Sto resin brick slips used 
on this project are manufactured 
from synthetic render, and so 
provide durable, weatherproof 
protection against the elements, 
with a simulated but realistic brick 
appearance. 

Designed to be fully compatible with 
Sto external wall insulation systems 
these lightweight, vapour permeable 
brick slips offer the architect a 
virtually unlimited range of design, 
size and colour options, and are an 
approved finish in a BBA certificate. 
www.sto.co.uk
 

Sto Insulation And Brick Slip 
Solution Brings Pocket Living 
To Barking  

Photos: ©Fred Howarth
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Howe green on 
The Right Track 
With Crossrail 
Contractor, 
DMC Contracts

As Europe’s largest current infrastructure project, spanning over 
60 miles via 41 different stations, the Elizabeth line will transform 
rail transport for London, with annual expected passenger 
levels reaching 200 million. The landmark project has seen the 
construction of 42km of new tunnels and the development of 10 
new stations, with 31 existing stations also undergoing extensive 
upgrades.

As part of the formation of the central line, which spans 
from Westbourne Park to Plumstead and Pudding Mill Lane, 
official Crossrail contractor and one of the UK’s leading fit-out 
contractors, DMC Contracts, has installed over 1,500 Howe Green 
Floor Access Covers throughout seven stations. This includes 
Whitechapel, Farringdon, Paddington, Bond Street, West Ealing, 
Ealing Broadway and Acton Mainline, where over the last five 
years DMC Contract’s team of engineers have also installed over 
30,000 square metres of Terrazzo and Granazzo floor tiles. 

Howe Green’s 7500 Series stainless steel Floor Access Covers 
have been installed throughout the ticket halls, walkways and 
main concourses of each station to provide engineers with secure 
and concealed access to under-floor services, whilst the tamper 
proof construction also prevents unauthorised access. This is due 
to the cover’s unique design, which features unobtrusive barrel 

cover lifting points that can only be accessed with specific lifting 
and securing keys. As only the securing bolt and barrel edge 
are visible, the covers provide the highest standards of security, 
without impacting on the overall design scheme or presenting a 
potential trip hazard. 

Manufactured to BS 476: Part 22, the 7500 Series provides 
resistance to fire and smoke for up to two hours, providing 
the highest standards in safety, performance and compliance 
throughout all seven stations. With each floor access cover 
withstanding up to five tonne pneumatic tyre wheel loads, the 
7500 Series was also supplied in a range of configurations, 
including singles, multiparts and ducts, to provide unobstructed 
access to rodding points and winch systems and electrical pits 
throughout all areas of the stations. 

As the lifting blocks are anchored to the inner frame, the floor 
access covers can be handled easily and safely by contractors, 
reducing any potential disruption to passenger’s travel as the 
maintenance can be conducted quickly and safely. 
www.howegreen.com
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FIRE RESISTANCE AND STABILITy EARN REDCLIFF 
QUARTER SPECIFICATIoN FoR MAgPLy

Fire performance, chemical composition and resistance to pull-out loads 
were all factors considered by one of the leading national contractors in 
the selection of Magply MgO boards for the cladding build-up on four 
apartment blocks in the Redcliff Quarter conservation area in Bristol.  

The facades are a mix of Recon Stone Panels, Brickwork, composite 
cladding and El-zinc Cladding.  Due to the El-zinc material only being 
1mm thick added support was required to prevent the cappings from 
bending out of shape. Traditionally this would be ply, however due to 
the requirement for all materials to be A2 fire rated in buildings over 
18metres ply was not a suitable product. 

Magply was used in its place due to its properties.  Backed by BDA 
Agrement certification, Magply MgO boards present a fire-safe and 
environmentally friendly alternative to conventional plywood or OSB 
products.  www.magply.co.uk

zEUS LITE SAFEgUARDS CEILINg 
SPACES ACRoSS WAKEFIELD 
FooD WAREHoUSE

Forming a fresh element to the UK’s critical 
food supply infrastructure, a new distribution 
warehouse in Wakefield, West Yorkshire, is near 
to completion with the specialist suspended 
ceiling installer making use of Zeus Lite 90:30 
from the range of TBA FIREFLYTM , to create 
vertical fire barriers at intervals within the roof-
space across the footprint of the building. 

The 15,300 m2 facility at Headways in Stanley, on the outskirts of Wakefield, has 
been built by GF Tomlinson for the Kitwave Group. FIREFLYTM ZEUS Lite is ideally 
suited to this type of application, comprising a flexible woven fabric fire barrier that 
has been specifically developed for the vertical separation and compartmentation of 
extensive concealed spaces within buildings. 

By offering 90 minutes integrity and 30 minutes insulation, FIREFLYTM ZEUS Lite 
90:30 exceeds the minimum requirements regarding fire barriers under the Building 
Regulations’ Approved Document B (Fire Safety). The specially treated glass 
fibre fabric is strong and resilient as well as flexible while, crucially, the system’s 
certification covers the inclusion of service penetrations which many alternative 
products do not.   www.tbafirefly.com
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StoTherm Classic K insulation was also specified for 
certain parts of the building. “We needed a different 
solution for some areas,” adds Tim Culverhouse. 
“These sections carry painted murals, and we 
wanted those to extend right down to the bottom 
of the walls, so the insulation had to extend down 
below the damp-proof course." 

"The StoTherm Classic K was perfect for this. It 
didn’t require any additional expansion joints, and 
so created a smooth surface onto which the murals 
could eventually be added. The murals now appear 
to ‘flow’ down into the ground and create a striking 
visual effect.”

A reinforcing coat with embedded reinforcing mesh 
was applied to the insulation, followed by the 
StoSilco K1.0 silicone resin render, to add extra 
protection.  This genuine silicone resin-based 
render is robust, durable and provides a very high 

degree of CO2 and water vapour permeability, to 
reduce the risk of interstitial condensation.  The 
overall external façade system was completed with 
the application of Sto’s innovative StoColor Dryonic 
façade paint in yellow and orange shades.  

This unique paint uses principles borrowed from 
nature to create a surface which simultaneously 
repels water and channels it away, to encourage 
the surface to dry more rapidly and protect against 
the growth of algae and unsightly staining. The 
façade will look exactly the way the architect had 
planned, and will go on looking that way for many 
years to come, with far less maintenance than any 
conventional alternative would require. www.sto.uk

Sto’s External Wall Insulation System 
And High-Performance Façade Paint Help 
Bring New Innovation Studio To Life

A new state-of-the-art business incubation building in 
Dorset has been completed with the use of an integrated 
package of Sto thermal insulation and external render 
and paint products. The company’s StoTherm Vario and 
StoTherm Classic insulation systems were specified 
for the new Innovation Studio at the Arts University 
Bournemouth, along with StoSilco exterior render and 
StoColor Dryonic façade paint.

The new Innovation Studio now provides a base for 
digital and creative start-up businesses, providing 
support with their research, innovation and development 
initiatives. “This is an important building, part-funded 
by the Dorset LEP,” explains Tim Culverhouse of project 
architects, CRAB Studio. “It needed to combine a very 
specific mix of internal facilities with a modern, dramatic, 
external appearance that reflected the creative nature of 
the occupants.”

The cost-effective StoTherm Vario system installed 
onto this unique two-storey building has an efficient 
single-leaf construction that provides excellent thermal 
performance whilst also protecting the external wall 
surface from weathering.  

A mineral bonding and reinforcing mortar was used 
to adhesively fix the insulation to the cement particle 
boards and lightweight steel frame, and the system 
was able to accommodate the curved substrates which 
feature in the building’s design. Although an alternative 
insulation system was originally considered, it was 
decided that Sto solutions could provide the same 
thermal performance, but also deliver cost benefits. Photo by Alive Photography 

daniel@alivephotography.co.uk
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New Schöck Thermally Insulating 
Wall Connection In A Class of Its 
own

A serious source of linear thermal bridges - The construction of the Preparatory 
School extension is of reinforced concrete; and traditionally wall connections to 
the floor, or floor slab, have been a major source of linear thermal bridges. The 
result being not just serious energy loss, but also the high risk of condensation. 
This can easily lead to mould growth, resulting in possible structural damage 
and worse, posing a health risk to the occupants. As the market leaders in 
the development of Isokorb structural thermal breaks for balconies and other 
cantilever constructions, Schöck has now used this expertise to 
produce a thermally insulating wall connection that combines 
outstanding insulation performance with dependable load-
bearing capacity.

Sconnex is a unique solution - This new thermally insulating 
connection for reinforced concrete walls is unique in a number 
of ways. It minimises the thermal bridge between the exterior 
wall insulation and the insulation above the floor slab, 
increasing the energy efficiency of the entire building. Thermal 
losses are greatly reduced and the surface temperature in the 
room increases to considerably more than the critical dew 
point temperature. Heating costs are lower and the PSI of 
the connected reinforced concrete wall is reduced by up to 
90 percent. 

The outstanding insulation performance is combined with an 
excellent load bearing capacity, which transmits very high pressure, 
tensile and shear forces, both in the longitudinal and transverse direction. Made 
possible by the use of a pressure buffer consisting of ultra-high performance 
fibre reinforced concrete which achieves compressive strength levels in excess 
of 175 N/mm 2. A further important benefit is the significant cost reduction 
achieved when compared to installing insulation beneath the floor slab.  
www.schoeck.com
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Minimising linear thermal bridges at the wall connection to the floor, or floor 
slab, has been a perennial problem with reinforced concrete construction. 
However, a dedicated new solution – the Sconnex type W – has now been 
introduced by Schöck. A high-profile project involving the new Schöck thermally 
insulating wall connection is Haberdashers’ Aske’s Boys’ School, at Elstree in 
Hertfordshire. Recognised as being one of the leading independent boys schools 
in the country, it sets exemplary standards, not just in educational terms, but in 
its facilities as well. As demonstrated by the new extension to the Preparatory 
School.

A two-storey contemporary extension - This is a standalone building within 
the campus and Hampshire based cube_design architects were commissioned 
to produce a concept design for three additional classrooms, along with the 
relocation of changing facilities. 

Jane Lock-Smith, the founder of cube_design and RIBA Client Design Advisor 
within the BSF programme, takes up the story: “The design is respectful to 
the style of the existing building, but offers a contemporary twist through the 
use of full height glazing and charred timber cladding. The use of a colonnade 
minimises the buildings footprint. In our detailing we took into account that 
around 40% of all thermal bridges in a building are caused by walls and 
supports. The Schöck solution offers an application-friendly, high-quality solution 
that contributes to a permanently sustainable building concept”.
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Pop Up Power gets Arty!
Pop Up Power 
Supplies have been 
asked to install 13 
new electricity units 
at The Hepworth 
Wakefield. The 
Hepworth Wakefield 
Garden, which will 
be one of the UK’s 
largest free public 

gardens, is being designed by Tom Stuart-Smith 
and Pop Up Power Supplies are contracted to 
install the new units within the grounds of the 
gallery gardens.

The Hepworth Wakefield is an award winning 
art gallery in the heart of Yorkshire. The building 
itself was designed by David Chipperfield 
Architects and opened in May 2011. It is 
predominately a gallery space but also hosts 
regular fairs and markets throughout the year 
to support artists and local makers. 

It is for this purpose that an external electricity 
supply is required. The PUPS3030 Floor-boxes 
are to be installed around the perimeter of 
the area and this will allow electricity to be 

accessed from multiple and varying points. 
Manufactured entirely from stainless steel the 
Floor-box is fitted with 16A single phase IP67 
sockets. Hepworth has 12 of these units. 

The PUPS02 In Ground Unit allows for power 
distribution to be entirely hidden even during 
operation. The cover for each unit is slightly 
recessed and infilled with the exact substrate 
of the surrounding area. 

Each unit is seamlessly hidden within the 
ground and the power cables then run directly 
from the unit to the nearby stall. Each cable 
has a safety guard protector. Pop Up Power 
also supply electricity through Bollards in a 
variety of designs to suit the surroundings.  
www.popuppower.co.uk
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LISTED SCoTTISH MANSIoN WARMS 
To STELRAD RADIAToRS

There’s a large Victorian baronial mansion not far 
from Dollar in Stirlingshire, that is benefitting from 
the addition of the latest energy efficient radiators 
from leading manufacturer Stelrad. Solsgirth House 
is a desirable Grade B listed mansion set below the 
Ochil Hills, bordering Clackmannanshire, Fife and 
Perthshire. 

The recent refurbishment of the property has seen 
the heating system transformed and the arrival of 
77 Stelrad Classic Column radiators – perfect for 
the style of the property - along with a further 35 
Stelrad flat fronted Planar radiators, to share the 
heat around the huge home, providing the levels of 
comfort heating needed in a home of this size and 
vintage. “We’re pleased to be involved in a major 
project of this type,” says Stelrad’s Specification 
Manager for Scotland, Scott McDonald. 

“The Classic Column radiators are a perfect match 
for the style and design of the property whilst the 
Planar design radiators are attractive, understated 
premium radiators that blend in perfectly in the 
more recent areas of the building.”  
www.stelrad.com

MAgPLy BoARDS’ PERFoRMANCE APPRoVED 
FoR READINg APARTMENT BUILDINg

Hundreds of square metres of 9mm Magply boards are currently being 
installed on an apartment development close to Reading’s commercial 
centre, after the specialist package contractor involved proposed the 
high performance MgO panel as an alternative to the original product 
specified, representing a value engineering solution. O Conner Drylining 
Ltd is renewing a working relationship with Henry Construction Projects 
Ltd (HCPL) on Phase 1 of work at the former retail site in Weldale 
Street, being carried out on behalf of developer, Crossmark. 

Containing 250 new homes, the five-storey concrete framed structure 
features an infill of a Metsec style steel framing system at 600mm 
centres, reducing around window openings. O Conner Drylining’s 
operatives then screw fix the Magply boards to the light gauge steel, along with a vertical 
EPDM, ready for the brickwork elevations to be built, using channels fixed through the 
sheathing. Backed by BDA Agrement certification, Magply MgO boards present a fire-safe and 
environmentally friendly alternative to conventional plywood or OSB products. 

Additionally, the unique production process keeps the chloride content to just 0.01 % , 
enhancing both stability and long-term durability. The different thicknesses of panel are also 
widely used as a substrate board for the direct application of proprietary render systems, as 
well as for flooring and flat or pitched roof build-ups. www.magply.co.uk
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The curved Inspira Form design was also utilised to surround 
the circular retail spaces - Inspira Form allows for more 
organically shaped installations creating a visually 
attractive and unique planter bed. The chosen 
finish for the planters was Corten, a natural 
weathered steel that requires little or no 
maintenance and is fully recyclable at the end 
of its lifespan. 

It complements the surrounding architecture 
alongside the Timber cladding of the 
buildings. The planter beds are dotted with 
integrated timber topped seating elements - 
some of which serve a multipurpose as storage 
units for power outlets and sprinkler controls. 

To continue its environmental considerations, the retail park 
specified a considerable number of cycle parking spaces to 
encourage and promote travel to the area via bicycle. Bailey 
Streetscene's Heron Shelter provides cover for the bikes. It 
features a simple cantilever design with ample space beneath 
for manoeuvrability. 

A custom Litter Bin was designed for the location, featuring 
a powder coated frame with a timber fronted door with laser 
cut lettering to identify its waste type. The bin units stand 
together in rows of 3 to divide waste up appropriately. Deacon 
Cube timber benches are dotted around the park.
www.bsfg.co.uk

Bailey Streetscene 
Helps With External 
Therapy At Fosse 
Retail Park

Bailey Streetscene was appointed by Bowmer and 
Kirkland to deliver a complete external furniture range 
for a new extension to Fosse Retail Park. Bowmer & 
Kirkland have a long history with the location having 
built the original shopping destination in 1989. 
The development has 9 new retail units, a newly 
redeveloped food court with space for 16 food & 
drink establishments and a large car park to facilitate 
including electric car charging bays. 

Bailey Streetscene’s knowledge and guidance was key 
for the project with the need for cycle parking and 
shelters, bespoke litter bins, bollards, seating, and a 
number of substantial Inspira Planter units to run along 
the front of the newly built retail units. The flexible 
design of the Inspira Planter System played a huge role 
in meeting the aesthetics and environmental aspect 
of the scheme. The planter system can create planter 
beds to most sizes required.

At Fosse some of the planter’s span over 36 metres in 
length and can hold up to 64 tonnes of soil providing 
103m3 of planting beds for all year-round foliage to 
provide a biodiverse and visually attractive outcome. 
When combined with the green walls, insect hotels and 
wildflower areas form a large part of the 54,000 sq ft 
of greenery at the site. 

PROJECT INSIGHT  PROJECT INSIGHT
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MAgPLy A1 BoARDS SELECTED FoR FIT oUT 
oF LoNDoN APARTMENTS

One of the UK’s premier housebuilders has switched to 
specifying Magply boards as part of the wall construction, 
within the exterior elevations for an apartment development 
in Royal Warwick Square, a prime West London location.  With 
work near to completion, Watford based PIB Contractors has 
been installing the Magply boards as ‘pattresses’ or backing 
blocks for fixings, within the light gauge steel wall panels.

The pattresses are sized and positioned in line with a pre-
designed layout: facilitating the hanging of fixtures and 
fittings like shelves, radiators and kitchen units. Backed by 
BDA Agreement certification, Magply MgO boards present 
a fire-safe and environmentally friendly alternative to 
conventional plywood or OSB products. Additionally, the unique production process 
keeps the chloride content to just 0.01%, enhancing both stability and long-term 
durability. 

The different thicknesses of panel are also widely used as a substrate board for the 
direct application of proprietary render systems, as well as for flooring and flat or 
pitched roof build-ups.     www.magply.co.uk

STATE-oF-THE-ART CoLLEgE 
To BENEFIT FRoM 
SUPERIoR AIRTIgHTNESS

The superior airtightness performance qualities of the 
Wraptite® air barrier system from the A. Proctor Group 
will enhance a new state-of-the-art development at St 
Dunstan’s College - a co-educational independent school 
in Catford, London. A vital element of the design and 
construction is to maximise the energy efficiency of the 
new buildings. 

The inclusion of Wraptite within the facade will ensure 
“as-designed” performance, narrowing the gap between 
as-designed and actual energy performance and reducing 
the likelihood of potential failures to meet required 
airtightness levels. Wraptite is a self-adhesive breather 
membrane applied externally, quickly and efficiently as 
part of the rainscreen system. 

The self-adhesive Wraptite membrane fully bonds directly 
to the substrate, requiring no mechanical attachment 
and little seals or tapes to suppress air leakage around 
junctions or penetrations. Wraptite combines the critical 
properties of vapour permeability and airtightness in 
one self-adhering membrane, providing high levels of 
protection to the building fabric beneath the cladding. 
www.proctorgroup.com
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The Sky Is The Limit For The 
Riverside Museum, glasgow, 
With The Help of Bilco UK
Housing the Glasgow Museum of Transport, one of the UK’s 
foremost transport and technology collections, the Riverside 
Museum reflects Glasgow’s historic role as a centre of 
shipbuilding, train manufacturing and engineering.  Previously 
located in a former tram depot on the Glasgow South Side, the 

Transport Museum’s exhibits 
have moved to The Riverside 
Museum, designed by 
renowned architect, Zaha 
Hadid. 

The museum’s iconic and 
beautiful design dominates 
its riverside location, whilst 
paying homage to the 
heritage of its surroundings. 
Crucial to the museum’s 
flowing design is its roof, 
which curves and undulates 

and continues around the east and west sides of the building 
to constitute the majority of the external structure.  Silver-grey 
zinc panels complete the effect, placing the building firmly in the 
context of the River Clyde. 

As part of the roof construction, Bilco UK was commissioned to 
manufacture and supply a E-50TB Roof Access Hatch, in addition 
to two ESW-50REM Smoke Vents, to meet strict requirements 
for convenient access and building safety regulations. Both the 
roof access hatch and smoke vents were custom-designed to 
unique specifications by Bilco UK’s in house team and clad in 
zinc to create a seamless, aesthetic  finish with the museum’s 

distinctive roof. Expertly engineered to meet the requirements 
of Manual Handling Regulations, the E-50TB Roof Access Hatch 
allows for regular and convenient maintenance by facilitating 
easy one-handed operation. 

The Access Hatch will enable engineers with small tools to safely 
access the roof to conduct essential maintenance, whilst its 
overlapping cover design, fully welded corners and insulated 
cover ensure both weather tightness and energy efficiency to 
deliver the highest standards of longevity for the museum.  

Specified to ensure strict adherence with relevant fire safety 
regulations, the two ESW-50REM Smoke Vents open to 140 
degrees in the event of a fire within 60 seconds, guaranteeing 
the highest standards in fire safety and allowing for the venting 
of smoke, heat and noxious gases in the event of a fire.  Open to 
Glasgow to the North and the Clyde to the South, the museum’s 
interior is complex, inviting visitors to snake their way around 
the various exhibits.  www.bilcouk.co.uk
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A new hospice building in the Midlands has shone 
the spotlight on Sto’s ability to provide an integrated 
package of proven insulation products. The company’s 
StoTherm Classic M system was specified for the new 
Day Hospice building at Mary Stevens Hospice in 
Stourbridge. 

Sto products were originally used on the extension and 
refurbishment of an In-Patient Unit, which represented 
Phase One of the hospice’s ongoing development. 
This building subsequently went on to win two RIBA 
architectural awards in 2015.  The new Day Hospice 
building represents Phase Two of the project, and was 
designed by KKE Architects of Worcester. 

The StoTherm Classic M external wall insulation system 
features EPS insulation boards and entirely cement-
free components that provide an impact resistance of 
60 joules, which is up to 10 times greater than other 
comparable options. It carries BBA certification, and 
its efficient single-leaf construction delivers excellent 

thermal performance. Sto-Rotofix Mini mechanical 
fixings were used to install the insulation at the 
hospice. These feature a unique helical construction 
which allows for rapid fixing of the insulation boards, 
but also permits them to be easily adjusted so that a 
seamless façade can be created ready for rendering.  

The fixings are stronger, quicker to install, and have 
better levelling capabilities with fewer components 
than most comparable systems. The façade surfaces 
were then finished with StoSilco silicone resin render. 

This provides high levels of water repellence and 
protection against harsh and damp weather conditions, 
and its excellent CO2 and water vapour permeability 
characteristics increase the rate of moisture transfer 
to encourage the wall to breathe. It is available in over 
750 colours included in the StoSilco Render Range. 
www.sto.co.uk

Hospice Project Receives 
outstanding Insulation Solution 
From Sto

Pictures courtesy of The AMG Group

Pop Up Power Supplies 
Specified At Chelsea 
Football Club
Pop Up Power Supplies recently installed nine retractable 
service power units within the stadium arena at Chelsea 
Football Club. The half tonne units are buried out of site 
beneath the perimeter of the pitch and are raised out of 
the ground when required. 

Chelsea Technical Services Team needed a power solution 
to enable the ground staff to power their specialist 
hydroponic equipment to nurture the growth of the pitch. 
The solution was Pop Up Power retractable service units. 
The cabling was provided by YESS. 

The Chelsea ground staff now have access to multiple 
63 A and 32 A TPN waterproof power feeds. The cabling 
and power units were installed and commissioned by 
Springfield Engineers over a 6 week time frame which 
was ahead of schedule. 

Pop Up Power also supply electricity through Inground 
Units with flip top lids and Bollards in a variety of designs 
to suit the surroundings.  www.popuppower.co.uk

PROJECT INSIGHT  PROJECT INSIGHT



DRU DESIGNER GAS FIRES ARE THE INSPIRING AND PRACTICAL SOLUTION
FOR NEW BUILD, SELF BUILD AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS.

No chimney – no problem 

Balanced flue technology means the fires can be installed 
adjacent to any outside facing wall.

Realistic flames 

DRU burner technology delivers high, realistic flames with 
beautiful glowing embers.

The latest gas fire technology 

Smart app controls and extended flue systems ensure ease of 
use and flexibility of installation.

Huge choice of designs, sizes and formats

There are over 60 models with single-sided, 2 and 3 sided, 
tunnel and freestanding options.

The green solution 

All fires are Ecodesign ready with impressive energy labels 
and high efficiency. 

DRU has over 200 approved dealers throughout the UK and 
our own national technical support team. 

To book a consultation, please email: info@drufire.co.uk or 
call 0161 793 8700.

INSPIRATION, APPLICATION, 
SOLUTION!

DRUFIRE.COM
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