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 VISION VISION  

Michael Kendrick Architects, a Leamington Spa-based 
creative architecture studio, has been officially shortlisted 
for the 2022 RIBA West Midlands awards. Internationally 
regarded as a mark of design excellence, the RIBA awards 
recognises the best examples of modern architecture, 
both regionally and nationally. Nominated for its work on 
Mill Lodge house in Leamington Spa, Michael Kendrick 
Architects are among seven architectural teams which are 
on the shortlist for this year’s West Midlands category. 

Situated within the Leamington Spa Conservation 
Area, Mill Lodge is one of three residential properties 
which have been shortlisted for the RIBA West Midlands 
category. A contemporary, one- bedroom dwelling, the 
property was originally commissioned by the client as a 
home for their elderly parents, which could enable them 
to live independently. In its design, the home provides a 
contemporary twist on the traditional coach houses found 
within the town and notably uses a combination of both 
traditional and contemporary materials and construction 
detailing. 

Occupying a plot of just 160 sq.m., the Mill Lodge project 
is additionally noted for its innovative use of space and 
seamless integration into the surrounding, residential area. 
Company founder, Michael Kendrick, said of the news: “All 
of us at Michael Kendrick Architects are delighted to be 
shortlisted for this year’s RIBA West Midlands awards. Mill 
Lodge is a project which exemplifies everything that we as 
a company stand for: it is contemporary in its design, whilst 
still being respectful to the ingenuity and craftsmanship of 
the past; it is sustainably made, and it is thoughtful in the 
way it navigates the space and the challenges its presents."  

“From raising the ground floor to allow for flood risk, to 
using a generous amount of glazing to maximise interior 
lighting, the work that we carried out at Mill Lodge 
testifies to how effective simple, well-crafted buildings and 
sustainable building methods are. There is little in the way 
of choice when it comes to homes for senior folk and the 
options that do exist often lack style or character." 
www.michaelkendrick.co.uk

Warwickshire Architects 
Nominated for Regional 
Design Award
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 VISION VISION  

LLI Design's Total Refurbishment Of Highgate 
Edwardian Townhouse
LLI Design has recently completed a total 
refurbishment of a 3 storey Edwardian townhouse 
on a leafy residential road in Highgate, a desirable 
residential area of North London. LLI Design's 
clients wanted to create a warm, comfortable 
home with modern touches. Although the house 
was in reasonable condition, the joinery and 
fittings throughout the house were dated, had 
been well used and looked tired. 

Many of the period features had been stripped 
out and those that remained had not been 
maximised. The house lacked character and 
personality although it benefited from ‘good 
bones’, nicely proportioned rooms, a delightful 
garden and a handsome exterior. LLI Design felt 
that more could be made of the period features, 
enhancing some and reinstating others to bring 
out more of the Edwardian feel of the property. 
The brief was to create a warm, comfortable and 
welcoming home referencing and emphasising 
the house’s Edwardian past as well as adding 
more contemporary elements to the scheme. 

By subtle changes to the spaces and by adding 
texture, color and interesting material choices LLI 
Design was able to create a warm, comfortable and 
welcoming family home. LLI Design has achieved 
a harmonious and calm aesthetic throughout with 
modern touches within a timeless design. 

LLI Design offers a comprehensive design 
service, taking projects from briefing through to 
Handover; creating beautifully crafted interiors 
for discerning clients. Recent projects include the 
interior design and modernisation of properties 
in Hampstead, Belgravia and Highgate including 
a 10,000 sq ft Victorian residence, a 12,000 sq 
ft new build home and the co-joining and re-
planning of two apartments to provide a single 
luxury penthouse. www.llidesign.co.uk



98

 VISION VISION  



1110

 VISION VISION  

£5.4M Museum Extension 
Housing Iconic WW2 Plane 
Celebrated

Stoke-on-Trent is internationally renowned for its 
ceramics. The area has a history of coal mining, so 
specialist geotechnical design input was critical. In 
conjunction with the Coal Authority, an approach was 
agreed to backfill existing mine workings beneath 
the proposed building, which allowed construction to 
proceed. 

Matt Hall, national director for project management 
at Pick Everard said: “We are delighted to have 
delivered such a historically significant development, 
which creates a lasting legacy for the city of Stoke-on-
Trent. Our expertise, combined with that from tourism 
and leisure architect Glancy Nicholls, has created a 
spectacular display space for the iconic Spitfire – a 
centrepiece the city can be proud of.”  

The new spaces, constructed by Morgan Sindall 
Construction, allow the exhibition space to be enjoyed 
by people both inside and outside of the Potteries Art 
Gallery and Museum. 

Cllr Daniel Jellyman, cabinet member for infrastructure, 
regeneration and heritage, said: “We are really happy 
with the outcome of this project. Not only have we 
managed to pay homage to one of Stoke-on-Trent’s true 
icons – Reginald J. Mitchell, the designer of the Spitfire 
plane – but we have also improved the aesthetics and 
accessibility for those walking to and around the site, 
through our new pedestrian links.  The site will add 
tangible value and energise the community, providing 
them with a new landmark the city can be proud of.”  
www.pickeverard.co.uk

Thousands of visitors have now visited the £5.4 million 
extension to the Potteries Museum and Art Gallery in 
Stoke-on-Trent, which now houses an original Spitfire 
aircraft thanks to specialist project management from 
national property, construction, and infrastructure 
consultancy Pick Everard. 

The project comprised the design and construction of a 
new 3,800 square foot, double height exhibition space 
with mezzanine and the alteration and refurbishment 
of the existing café space within the art gallery and 
museum, alongside extensive external landscaping. 
Utilising a steel frame and rainscreen cladding, the 
new exhibition space has been designed with specialist 
structural glazing to allow the main attraction, the city’s 
iconic RW388 Spitfire Aircraft, to be exhibited. 

The area also houses a flight simulator, model 
Hurricane aircraft and other exhibitions. Seeking an 
expedited project process to ensure scheduled delivery, 
Pick Everard – operating under Perfect Circle’s unique 
collaboration – was appointed as Stoke-on-Trent City 
Council’s multi-disciplinary construction consultant 
through SCAPE’s Built Environment Consultancy 
Services (BECS) framework.  
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 VISION VISION  

Waterlane House Poolside Kitchen 
By Brandt Design

Waterlane House is a kitchen living space 
that is all things to all people, providing a 
perfect space to cook, dine, entertain and 
even swim in, thanks to the connecting 
swimming pool off the main kitchen. 

Featuring a statement bar-style island, bank of 
appliances, hidden larder storage and the latest 
premium appliances for the modern home, the 
kitchen is zoned by a run of bi-fold patio doors 
and practical roof terrace with lantern window that 
floods natural light throughout the ground floor.   

To accompany the urban flavour of the concrete 
effect, handleless slab doors is a deluxe 60mm 
porcelain worktop with square-edged profile, which 
completes the look and provides a practical surface 
to prepare and cook food. In the chef quarters, 
there is a fully integrated twin-set of Gaggenau 
combination microwave and steam ovens in Silver, 
as well as a BORA X Pure combined cooktop and 
extractor that sits alongside a Matt Back Sink by 
1810 Company and Quooker Flex Black all-in-one 
hot water tap with flexible hose. 

When admiring the pool, the homeowners can 
take advantage of the hidden breakfast station to 
their right. Featuring a Miele Coffee Machine with 
matching black toaster, marble effect countertop 
and splashback, this type of lifestyle solution is 
extremely convenient by creating a practical area to 
make coffee and prepare breakfast that disappears 
when not in use.  

Matt black fixtures and fittings complement the 
industrial-style elements throughout the kitchen 
space like contemporary door handles, light 
switches, window frames and bar stools. Large 
format square tiles in matching graphite have been 
designed to run continuously throughout the ground 
floor and this ensures a direct connection between 
inside and out, so the kitchen and swimming pool 
area are intrinsically linked: whatever the weather!   
www.brandtdesign.co.uk

Creative and inspiring British interior design specialists, Brandt Design, create a ‘room with a view’ with this poolside 
contemporary kitchen featuring its ultramodern Urban Furniture Collection. Julia Steadman, Commercial Director at Brandt 
Design says, “We are well-versed in creating unique schemes for our customers, especially when it comes to balancing 
both the practical and extravagant elements of kitchen design. This newly completed kitchen living space is a great 
example of how enhancing the flow of the entire ground floor, will unify both the design and residents in the home. As 
trends continue to err towards multi-generational living, a one-size fits all kitchen is now a thing of the past and instead, 
multi-discipline interiors have taken over to welcome a new era of ‘high-performance’ kitchen living spaces.”
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Stelrad Radiators 
popular CIBSE 
and RIBA 
accredited CPD 
programmes are 
still available 
for face-to-face 
presentations, 
but they are now 
also available 
conveniently 

online.  You can simply go to the Stelrad 
website at www.stelrad.com/cpd-online-
training/ open the programme at your 
convenience, digest the information and take 
the test at the end of the presentation and 
submit your answers. 

If you’ve passed, Stelrad send a certificate for 
you to add the CPD points to your running 
total for your professional body. For more 
information, call 01709 578950 or email 
marketing@stelrad.com

HAURATON’s new web-based application ‘DesignSoftware’ 
provides quick, simple hydraulic analysis, channel 
sizing, project design and product specification for the 
company’s range of surface drainage systems. 

Immediate access for registration and use of this new 
hydraulic design software is achieved through the link: 
www.hydraulicdesign.hauraton.com

User-friendly and free-of-charge, it provides engineers 
with the flexibility to create their own drainage designs 
and project specifications, with just three clicks to a 
hydraulic calculation.  www.hauraton.co.uk

NEW HyDRAuLIC DEsIgN sOfTWARE 
fOR HAuRATON suRfACE 
DRAINAgE sysTEMs

sTELRAD CPD PROgRAMMEs
AVAILABLE ON LINE

THE LATEsT IN HEATINg CONTROL

ESi Controls has 
launched its new, 
top of the range, 
6 Series WiFi 
Programmable 
Room Thermostat, 
offering the 
latest in heating 
control for homes 
and commercial 
premises here in 
the UK.  

Fully OpenTherm compatible, this new range 
of controls allows full control via the room 
thermostat or via a mobile phone or tablet, 
with a range of features to impress even 
the most demanding specifier, installer or 
homeowner.   

It includes Optimum Start/Stop, Domestic 
Hot Water (DHW) setpoint, Hot Water time 
and temperature control when working 
in conjunction with a wireless cylinder 
thermostat, and is an ERP Class 5 Product. 
www.esicontrols.co.uk 

sEAL IT WITH ENERgy EffICIENT TAPEs 

Improved energy efficiency of the whole window 
installation, not just the frame, can be provided this 
winter with ISO BLOCO 
600 self-adhesive sealant 
tapes from ISO-Chemie. 
The pre-compressed 
tapes, which have been 
independently tested 
and are both BBA and 
Passivhaus certified, can 
be used on joints up 
to 42 mm, providing a 
high-performance weather 
tightness and thermal/acoustic insulation seal for 
fenestration applications. 

ISO BLOCO ONE 600 are energy rated weather tight 
thermal and acoustic tapes which reduce heat loss 
and noise ingress to a U value better or equal to 
the frame. This assures property and homeowners 
that a comprehensive ‘A’ rated installation can been 
completed rather than just an ‘A’ rated window 
supplied.   www.iso-chemie.eu/en-GB/home/

OBsIDIANA COMPAC WINs  INTERNATIONAL 
DEsIgN AWARD

Obsidiana 
COMPAC, a 
unique surface 
made from 
100% recycled 
glass, has won 
a prestigious 
FX International 
Design Award 
at an online 
ceremony 
recently held in London. The panel of 28 renowned judges said 
Obsidiana COMPAC was ‘practical, beautiful and sustainable’ and 
awarded it first place in the surface’s category.  COMPAC is the first 
manufacture in the world to produce this material which uses 100% 
recyclable glass in the production process and the product itself is 
100% recyclable at the end of its life cycle. 

Judges at the KBIS exhibition in America were also impressed with 
Obsidiana COMPAC and the company’s overall commitment to the 
environment awarding it first place in the sustainability category.  
Obsidiana COMPAC, combines beauty and versatility with performance 
and can be used for a wide range of applications including kitchen 
worksurfaces, wall cladding, splash backs, shower trays and vanity 
units.   https://en.compac.es/obsidiana/

Architects looking for a 
sophisticated take on 
AkzoNobel’s 2022 Color of the 
Year can benefit from Interpon’s 
Baku. Building on the light and 
airy shades of Bright Skies, 
which draws out themes such 
as expansion, open air and the 
great outdoors, Baku, which is 
part of the 2022-2025 Futura 
Collection, provides bold, neutral 
tones to bring the collection 
down to Earth. The research 

generates valuable insights that are translated by paints 
and coatings experts into their respective segments. 
The Futura Collection has been the leading color range 
in the powder industry for decades, with a color palette 
which is updated every four years. For more information 
about the Color of the Year 2022, visit https://
architectural.interpon.com/ and follow #CF22 on social 
media.

AKzONOBEL POWDER COATINgs BRINg 
DEPTH TO 2022 COLOR Of THE yEAR

A. PROCTOR gROuP LAuNCHEs NEW 
ONLINE suPPORT TOOLs

The A. Proctor Group, recognised 
worldwide for its extensive 
portfolio of technically advanced 
thermal, acoustic and membrane 
solutions for the construction 
industry, has launched an online 
support package for designers, 
contractors, and customers. A 
new dedicated members area 
offers full access to all the high-
quality technical webinars with 

downloadable personalised CPD certification for each. By subscribing, the 
documents will be highlighted in a personal favourites section for quick 
and easy access and receive notifications when documents are updated. 
There is also the opportunity to register for early access to the A. Proctor 
Group’s free online u-Value & Condensation Risk Calculator.

Available to download as an App (Android only) or on a web browser, the 
Onsite App provides quick and easy support for customers with installation 
on site. Customers can access all the company’s product datasheets, 
certifications, installation guides and technical properties. In addition, the 
application allows users to send installation questions along with pictures 
or videos directly to the A. Proctor Group’s technical team and to request a 
site visit from a Regional Sales Manager.  www.proctorgroup.com
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Hauraton makes concrete material even more 
efficient for modern drainage technology by 
enhancing the formulation with natural basalt 
fibres. The addition of mineral or textile fibres 
increases maximum stability, strength, and 
impact resistance. By amplifying the impact 
resistance, the 
more robust 
and durable the 
product. This 
is particularly 
important for 
components that 
are exposed to 
considerable 
dynamic 
stresses, in this 
case, drainage 
channels subject 
to vehicles at 
high speeds 
or regularly 
trafficked by heavy loads. 

The basis of basalt rock is available all over 
the world in large quantities which is formed 
naturally on the earth’s surface. By combining 
basalt fibres with the well-known material 
concrete, both the structure and the service 
life of the product is increased. Since the end 
product is a purely mineral mixture, there is no 
need for material separation during disposal. 
This protects the environment as it is simply 
fully-recyclable at the end of the product's life 
cycle.  Basalt fibres have outstanding properties. 
They can withstand temperatures of up to 800°C 
and are highly resistant to alkalis, acids, salts, 
oxidation and radiation.  

Drainage systems made of basalt-reinforced 
concrete will assure longer performance.  Basalt 
fibres are mineral fibres that have a higher 
melting temperature, better resistance to water, 
acids and alkalis, and more positive flexural 
strength. The energy consumption during 
production also clearly speaks in favour of basalt 
fibres, as basalt it has the lowest CO 2 footprint. 
www.hauraton.co.uk

CONCRETE CHANNEL WITH 
BAsALT fIBREs – NEW ERA BEgINs 
fOR HAuRATON The latest addition to the Stelrad Radiator Group 

portfolio is the new Cast Iron Column range. 
Traditionally Stelrad has supplied steel radiators 
and continues to do so with more than two 
and a half million radiators manufactured each 
year. But in the past few years, cast iron column 
radiators – which were first around in Victorian 
times - have come into vogue again and as 
always, the company aims to meet the demands 
of its customers at every level, so it has added a 
selection of Cast Iron Column radiators to its ever-
widening range.

The new Stelrad Radiator Group Cast Iron Column 
radiator is available now and adds undoubted 
charisma to any modern or period home with its 

distinctive, ageless look and its Natural Cast finish. 
With the added options of either Antique Brass 
or Brushed Nickel TRVs to provide the ultimate in 
modern heating control. The classic, clean lines 
suggest a genuine piece from yesteryear whilst 
offering the very best in quality and craftsmanship 
to enhance the very latest in heating technology 
as it slips effortlessly into the superior elegance of 
today’s most fashionable of décor.

These radiators are floor standing with in-built feet 
for extra stability as they are significantly heavier 
than their steel counterparts. They are available 
in two heights and a wide variety of widths – a 
total of twenty sizes available. And as you would 
expect, they come with a cast iron ten-year 
warranty. www.stelrad.com

CAsT IRON CERTAINTy fROM sTELRAD…

Mark Ayton, Managing Director of Record UK, has been elected Chair 
of the Automatic Door Association for the next two years. He takes on 
the role this month (April) – at a key time for the Association as it 
prepares to launch several new initiatives that will support member 
organisations, their teams and future workforce development through 
training and apprenticeships. 

Mark has enjoyed a career, spanning more than 30 years, and has held 
senior management roles in the US and the UK. A physics and electronics 
graduate of the University of Exeter, he spent 14 years working in the 
fire detection industry at Honeywell before joining Record UK and the 
automatic door industry in 2017. He lives in the Midlands with his wife, 
Kim and has one grown-up daughter. 

He said: “I am honoured to take on the role of ADSA Chair and build 
on the great work that has been achieved in recent years. ADSA has 
come on leaps and bounds in both professionalism and the impact it's 
having in the industry. Ken Price as Managing Director has a lot to do 
with this and I’m really looking forward to working with him to continue 
this progress.” “I hope that my experience will help ADSA become even 
stronger. Having been a board member of FIA (Fire Industry Association), 
I know how this long-established association developed to create one 
voice for the fire industry. I think there's the same opportunity for ADSA 
in the automatic door industry.” 

NEW CHAIR fOR ADsA

THE A. PROCTOR gROuP EsTABLIsHEs
susTAINABILITy fOCus gROuP

ADSA Managing Director Ken Price, said that he looked forward to 
working with Mark as Chair: “Mark is held in high esteem as a leader 
within the automatic door industry.  Having played an active role on 
ADSA’s executive committee for the past four years, I know that he 
will be hands-on in helping us achieve our goals and assist us in 
achieving further growth and success.”  www.adsa.org.uk

The A. Proctor Group, recognised worldwide for its extensive 
portfolio of technically advanced thermal, acoustic and membrane 
products for the construction industry, has set up a dedicated 
Sustainability Focus Group. This increased focus on sustainability 
demonstrates the commitment of the company to recognise its 
social and environmental responsibilities and have a positive impact 
through its actions. 

Led by the Group’s Managing Director, Keira Proctor, the fourteen 
strong Sustainability Focus Group includes specialists from technical, 
operations, manufacturing, IT, marketing, sales, and accounts. 
Keira Proctor commented: “For more than 50 years, the group has 
been serving the construction industry with high-quality, innovative 
solutions. As a family business, we are committed to continuously 
improving how we protect our communities and environment and 
care for our employees and customers. 

"Sustainability is fundamental to our corporate vision and 
business philosophy, to provide and care for the future legacy of 
the generations that follow us. The focus group is committed to 
ensuring the A. Proctor Group can lower its environmental impact 
while still offering customers the high-performance products they 
need to maintain a healthy building fabric.” The Sustainability Focus 
Group will meet regularly and look forward to reporting on progress 
as this crucial work unfolds further.  www.proctorgroup.com
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DRu Introduces Dynamic 
New flame Effects for Its 
Virtuo Electric fires

 INTERIOR DESIGN INTERIOR DESIGN 

Gentle creates a lively and warm wood fire effect, Magic generates 
unusual, coloured flames for people that want something different, 
Graceful produces an intense and vibrant flame experience and 
Elegant is a quieter and more relaxing option. 

All the new flame patterns are based on real-life log fires, 
underpinned by authentic glowing embers and accompanied by the 
sounds of real, crackling wood for a complete fireplace experience. 
The Virtuo electric fire delivers a cosy 2 KW heat output or it can 
be run as a purely decorative fire. There are no ribbons to twist or 

spindles to squeak and it is energy 
efficient with low running costs. 

The Ceraglass interior intensifies 
the depth of the flame effects and 
installation is very easy, as it only 
requires a standard domestic power 
supply. The new flame updates 
are available immediately for 
existing Virtuo owners and can be 
demonstrated by all current DRU 
approved Virtuo dealers. 

DRU is also inviting applications for 
new Virtuo electric fire dealers in 
selected post codes throughout the 
UK. www.drufire.com

The DRU Virtuo is an innovative, realistic electric fire with a unique, projected 3D flame picture and a design and 
build quality that is the equal of its award-winning gas fires. It is available in front-facing, 2-sided and 3-sided 
models that are installed into false chimneybreasts or other architectural features around the home to create 
complete, contemporary fireplaces. The Virtuo is controlled by an exclusive DRU app that can change the height 
and density of the flames and regulate the energy consumption. In addition, DRU has now introduced four new 
flame patterns for even more variety and consumer enjoyment. 



2120

 INTERIOR DESIGN INTERIOR DESIGN 

Terrazzo 
COMPAC- It’s 
Real stone 
But Not As 
We Know It

Terrazzo COMPAC is a revolutionary high-
performance stone recently developed by 
renowned surfaces company COMPAC and 
launched at the 2022 KBIS exhibition in Orlando 
USA. 

COMPAC’s R&D team have re-engineered 
traditional terrazzo to produce a material that 
can be used for all types of indoor or outdoor 
applications including: kitchen and bathroom 
worktops , walls, vanity tops, building façades, 
staircases, and high footfall surfaces such as 
hotels, airports, rail stations, shopping malls, 
and public buildings. 

Terrazzo COMPAC has a wonderful consistent 
uniform appearance and its porosity is 
practically zero therefore absorption of water 
and other liquids is minimal - achieving a 
hygienic product that is both easy to clean and 
maintain. COMPAC offer four collections, Micra, 
Classic, Paladiana and Petra, each one featuring 
beautiful designs and finishes to suit virtually 
any application. 

Terrazzo COMPAC complements the company’s 
quartz and obsidiana product ranges and offers 
architects and designers a superb portfolio of 
products to stretch their imagination and help 
create innovative design solutions. 

COMPAC’s pioneering spirit is not only reflected 
in the stunning surfaces they produce but also in 
the development of environmental technologies 
which allows the company to manufacture all 
their products in a sustainable way, with 100% 
renewable electric energy and reusing more than 
98% of the water in the production process. 
www.compac.es
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The development of lower temperature heating systems, utilising renewable heating appliances – such as ground source 
and air source heat pumps - has given the industry another challenge, but it’s one it has risen to and is able to respond 
to effectively. However, the key point to remember is that radiators are compatible with all heating systems – traditional 
and renewable - when sized correctly.  On the radiator front, as well as developing aesthetically pleasing radiators that far 
from simply being heating appliances, have become design features in a home, Stelrad has developed models and series 
that meet specific requirements, including a whole range of special application products that offer additional robustness 
in certain applications, or offer additional rust resistance in areas of high humidity.

Much thought has gone into the latest 
radiator developments and it’s all to ensure 
that the radiators available from Stelrad are 
‘fit for the future’ – able to continue providing 
the levels of heat required in homes in the 
UK to keep everyone comfortable ….and 
cosy. 

Stelrad has provided the leading heat loss 
calculator and radiator sizing tool for many 
years, allowing heating professionals to 
correctly size the radiators in every room 
in a property – even making automatic 
calculations for the type of construction 
materials, the number and size of windows 
and doors in a room, to ensure that every 
radiator selected can comfortably ….well, 
provide comfort. 

It’s a thoughtful, thought through plan to 
ensure the radiators virtually every specifier 
and every installer in the UK has relied 
upon to deliver and share the heat from the 
heating system, continue to do so reliably, 
and straightforwardly.  www.stelrad.com

They have developed the largest and most 
popular range of low surface temperature 
– LST – radiators that are ‘safe to touch’ 
and improve safety for elderly, young 
and vulnerable people in their homes 
and in public buildings.   But it’s in the 
area of renewable heating systems – 
low temperature heating generated by 
environmentally friendly heating options 
like heat pumps that arguably, Stelrad has 
achieved most. 

It has developed and enlarged its series of 
K3 radiators – three panels and three fins 
on a radiator footprint that is scarcely larger 
than a traditional K2 design - but which 
offers an additional 50% metal surface area 
over a K2 to share more heat from a similar 
area.

This range has recently seen three more 
of its most popular designs released in K3 
format to offer additional options for heating 
system designers and installers. It has 
added larger radiators to most of its ranges 
to allow the radiators everyone has grown 
used to, to be relevant to lower temperature 
systems and to operate comfortably with air 
source heat pumps in particular, which will 
have a major role to play as the heating 
system horizon changes to accept these 
renewable options over the next few years. 

Stelrad has developed a wider range 
of vertical radiators too, adding a huge 
number of new designs and sizes to the 
range helping to provide the larger radiators 
needed by the renewable heating options, 
but vertical radiators with a much reduced 
horizontal footprint to slot into smaller wall 
areas in a room, in nooks and crannies, to 
provide the levels of heat required without 
taking up large wall areas that will cause 
confrontation with furniture in the rooms. 

stelrad Highlights Radiators 
‘fit for The future’
One of the key components of most heating systems in the UK are the radiators that share the heat around the home. 
Stelrad has been manufacturing radiators since 1936 and manufactures more than 2 million radiators a year at its 
manufacturing centre in Mexborough in South Yorkshire. Over the years, radiators have developed and evolved, and that 
evolution has never stopped. The range of radiators and the thinking behind radiator design has grown and deepened over 
the years with major changes to radiator design taking place that saw better designed water channels, and new ways of 
reducing the water content required to flow through radiators whilst increasing the amount of metal that came into contact 
with that heated water to share more heat, more effectively and more efficiently around the home. 
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sto Acoustic Ceiling 
system Brings
Calm To Refurbished 
Museum

The Sto system was specified for the 
building by Hampshire County Council 
Property Services, as part of a project to 
create a series of new, welcoming spaces at 
the museum. 

The StoSilent Distance system can function 
as a suspended ceiling, or as a wall-covering 
over a cavity. It features a metal profile sub-
construction fitted with acoustic panels, 
which are manufactured from expanded 
glass granulate, making them lightweight 
and easy to handle, and allowing them to 
be adjusted to suit any room shape and 
create a smooth, seamless surface. Different 
system variants are offered to suit different 
types of application.

The boards were finished with StoSilent 
Décor M, a spray-applied acoustic plaster 
which can be tinted to match an extensive 
range of shades from the StoColor system. 
This solvent and plasticiser-free plaster 
creates a classic fine-stipple finish which is 
ideally suited to a museum environment. 
It is also Natureplus approved and easy to 
refurbish.

The construction work formed part of the 
museum’s £3.75m ‘Pathways into the Past’ 
expansion and refurbishment project. This 
has seen the museum’s buildings and 
exhibition spaces undergo a complete 
transformation, along with the creation of 
an exciting new outdoor courtyard space.
www.sto.co.uk

An acoustic ceiling system provided by Sto 
has created a quiet and calm environment 
for a museum in Hampshire. The StoSilent 
Distance system has been installed in 
Petersfield Museum, which has been created 
by the conversion and refurbishment of 
Victorian premises that previously housed a 
police station and court house.

“The StoSilent Distance system is well-
suited to this type of refurbishment project,” 
comments Sto’s acoustics project manager, 
James Gosling. “It delivers outstanding 
acoustic performance, but also offers 
tremendous flexibility as it can be used 
to create large seamless ceilings, sharp 
joints and creases, or curved ceilings and 
vaults. This gives architects and designers 
great freedom while still allowing them to 
accommodate the existing structures found 
on a refurbishment project such as this.”
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Marks and Spencer is currently undertaking a building 
programme of new food halls alongside refitting some 
of its stores throughout the UK. Eurobrick is proud to 
be supplying I-Clad along with brick slips to Marks 
& Spencer’s contractors and installers as part of the 
interior shop fitout. To date, a total of 21 stores, 
from London to Edinburgh, have been completed 
using around 1375 m2 of I-Clad, Eurobrick’s brick slip 
system.

I-Clad can be fixed to timber or light gauge steel 
studs and has a plasterboard panel with a horizontal 
ribbed profile which aligns and supports the brick 
slips making the formation of brick courses quick and 
easy. I-Clad has an installed system depth starting 
from just 28mm. Using real brick slips, the look and 
feel of traditional brickwork is achieved but at a 
fraction of the depth of full bricks. At approximately 
50Kg per m2, the installed system also poses fewer 
issues in terms of additional loads, than traditional 
brickwork. 

In the majority of stores, Eurobrick supplied its Red 
Blue Flamed brick slips, which are a light textured 
sanded red with a blue, grey multi-effect, creating a 
consistent design style.  www.eurobrick.co.uk

EuROBRICK sELECTED By MARKs AND 
sPENCER fOR fOOD HALLs

Working Towards Better Workspaces

Across Europe, co-working is continuing to 
buck the trend of traditional office decline, 
with an estimated growth of 158% over 
the next two years. With many companies 
not demanding a return to the office but 
conversely trying to remove people from 
working at home, co-working spaces have 
proved to be an excellent solution. 

A good example is here at LUI House in 
Herford, Germany. Archwerk Architects have 
developed this four-storey building into a 
sustainable co-working hub which is fully 
self-sufficient using heat pumps and PV 
cells. 

Complete with large break-out areas, hot 
desks and meetings rooms, the building 
exudes an aesthetic and inspiring ambience 
with high-quality furnishings and top-class 
media technology. With large open spaces 
and hard surfaces, the architects specified 
ultrafine bespoke Troldtekt wood wool 
acoustic panels in a natural grey. 

These were then perforated on-site with 
different sized holes to give an unusual 
three-dimensional effect. Not only do the 
high performance panels offer an interesting 
textural and visual appeal but they absorb 
the ambient noise created by talking as well 
as the echoes and reverberation caused by 
the hard surfaces and large glazed areas. 

Founded on the Cradle-to-Cradle design 
concept, Troldtekt’s natural and inherently 
sustainable panels are available in a 
variety of different surfaces and colours 
and contribute positively to a building’s 
BREEAM, DGNB and LEED ratings. In 
addition to their high sound absorption and 
tactile surface, they offer high durability 
and low-cost lifecycle performance. 

Available in various sizes and in four grades, 
from extreme fine to coarse, the panels can 
be left untreated or painted in virtually any 
RAL colour. www.troldtekt.co.uk

BOHuNT sCHOOL ADDs MORE WALLs

Run by the Bohunt Education Trust (BET), Bohunt Secondary 
School in Wokingham first opened in 2016 with a £25 million 
build that saw partitioning experts, Style being specified to 
create a flexible room configuration in the main hall. Five 
years later and Style was invited back into Bohunt, working 
directly with their staff to deliver additional flexible space – 
this time in the library. 

Installing three separate Stylefold 120 folding walls adjacent 
to each other to corner off a section of the library, the school 
benefits from the ability to quickly redefine the space to 
house small classes and reading groups without disturbing the 
rest of the library. Buffered up against existing columns, each 
operable wall has a pass door to give staff and students ease 
of access, and the impressive 46dB acoustic rating means 
classes can enjoy the peace and quiet of a separate room 
when required. 

“This is a simple, yet very effective means of using a large 
open plan space and creating a separate, private room as and 
when required,” said Michael Porter, sales director for Style 
South. Style is the multi-award winning moveable, folding and 
partitioning wall specialist and the market leader in the UK. As 
the exclusive UK partner to Dorma Hüppe, Skyfold and SWG, 
Style offers an extensive range of moveable wall solutions for 
all requirements and budgets.  www.style-partitions.co.uk
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Profab Access Adds A five 
star finish To Cardiff’s Newest 
Luxury Hotel

This means the riser door sets are fire 
tested from both sides to 60 minutes, 
providing the specifiers, contractors 
and hotel guests residing within the 
building with confidence the critical 
fire integrity products offer the 
highest standard and most up to date 
evidence for fire safety performance. 
The range also features a slimline, 
neat construction, whilst its proven 
technology ensures permanent, safe 
access to mechanical and electrical 
services housed within the riser core. 

This provides first class functionality 
and safety, without compromising 
the overall interior concept. The 
steel riser doors also streamlined 
the installation process, as the quick 
release pivot hinge and light weight 
enabled easy handling, allowing 
Hazelwood Carpentry to complete 
the job quickly and optimise overall 
project efficiencies.

In the event of a fire, the VEGA 1500 
Series Riser Door sets will maintain 
the frame and integrity for up to 60 
minutes, preventing the spread of 
fire throughout the property for this 
period of time. The riser doors are 

31dB acoustic rated, smoke sealed 
and airtight to Part L, whilst also 
featuring intumescent smoke seals 
that enable occupants to safely 
exit the building. By specifying bi-
directionally fire tested VEGA 1500 
Series Riser Doors, the development 
is actively future proofed as the 
comprehensive testing certification 
provides a complete and transparent 
audit trail of due diligence that 
evidences the products are not only 
fit for purpose but meet the duty 
of care required to ensure legal 
compliance. 

Profab Access’ diverse portfolio 
of riser doors and access panels 
are supported by a wide range 
of BIM Level 2 and CAD files 
to aid the specification process 
and streamline the initial design 
stages. Manufactured at Profab 
Access’ Atherstone headquarters 
in accordance with ISO 9001, the 
1500 Series Riser Doors can be 
specified and installed in a range of 
configurations to meet each project’s 
measurements and requirements. 
www.profabaccess.com

Leading riser door and access panel 
solution supplier, Profab Access, has 
proven its first-class credentials once 
again as part of the recent completion 
of a major specification at Cardiff’s 
new 5-star Parkgate hotel. Located 
next to the Welsh Capital’s famous 
Principality Stadium, the Parkgate 
hotel has been designed to provide a 
luxurious experience for rugby fans, 
in addition to city dwellers visiting 
the country all year round. 

Widely coined as Cardiff’s most lavish 
new location, the hotel includes 
170 guest bedrooms and suites, 
a signature restaurant and bar, a 
traditional tea lounge and a rooftop 
spa overlooking the city skyline. As 
part of the prestigious build, a unique 
collaboration between the Welsh 
Rugby Union, property developer, 
Rightacres, and The Celtic Collection, 

the hotel required an extensive riser 
door specification, with safety, high 
performance and aesthetic appeal 
key considerations. 

In total, 310 Profab Access VEGA 1500 
Fire Rated Riser Doors were specified 
for installation by Hazelwood 
Carpentry throughout every part of 
the building, including communal 
areas and the hotel’s vast range of 
luxury guest rooms and suites. The 
VEGA 1500 Series Riser Doors offer 
the highest standards of fire safety, 
extensively tested by Efectis in 
France and Ireland to provide a bi-
directionally fire tested product that 
is available in both single and double 
door configurations. 
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Aluprof uK In Ireland

Since Aluprof’s emergence onto the UK & 
Ireland market fifteen years ago offering a well 
established European portfolio of architectural 
aluminium systems, meeting and often exceeding 
the needs of specifiers, Ireland has welcomed 
Aluprof as a major systems supplier. But it’s not 
just about well designed fenestration systems, the 
complete supply chain needs to back-up specifiers’ 
expectations. Aluprof’s logistics provides weekly 
deliveries to Ireland from an extensive stock of 
aluminium systems and hardware located at their 
head office in Poland. 

Powder coating and thermal break facilities are 
all housed under the same roof allowing products 
to be finished to meet any specification. Aluprof 
also offers a fabrication service to support its 
network of fabricator installers across the region 
when required to meet programme expectations. 
Coupled with a physical ‘on the ground’ presence 
from Aluprof UK & Ireland’s team of support 
technicians, this has quickly placed the company 
in the region as a major systems supplier. 

Glazing fabricators and installers nationwide 
quickly appreciated the benefits of well designed, 
robust Aluprof systems and dedicated technical 
and customer backup. This cooperation grew into 
many strong, long-term relationships, carried out 
through difficult times during the 2008 economical 
downturn. 

Over the following years, Aluprof has been and 
continues to be present on sites of national 
schemes like government decentralisation schemes 
or Department of Education school programmes, 
where a number of market or project based 
bespoke solutions are developed, for example, as 
used in the New headquarters for the Office of 
Public Works’ in Trim, or the ongoing specification 
of Aluprof’s thermally efficient window in new 
schools.  

These well established and respected working 
relationships lead back to challenging specifications 
for UK projects such as developments within the 
London 2012 Olympic Village, where there was a 
need to develop some game-changing bespoke 
designs. 

Among the many latest projects that have 
been completed in the Republic of Ireland, the 
headquarters of Microsoft, Twitter and Google, all 
play special roles as large scale office buildings 
that demand high-quality specifications in 

building components. Aluprof UK also boasts of 
being a provider of the aluminium windows and 
doors of the highest tower in Ireland, the Block 
D at Capital Docks development in Dublin. Trinity 
College, another spectacular case study project, 
uses Aluprof MB-SR50N in an extensive roof 
complex which links two parts of the original 
college together forming an extensive atrium and 
open space. 

Right in the heart of the shopping district, a 
further project at Grafton Street sees a new store 
developed using Aluprof MB-SR50N finished in 
gold anodising with bespoke corner panels, all 
completed to a very high level of detail. 

As large US multinational companies have made 
their home in Dublin, a location which is ideally 
located to springboard into the European market, 
one social media giant has recently moved into 1 
Cumberland Place. Using an existing building, the 
structure has been fully refurbished with Aluprof’s 
MB-SR50N OW facade system with large integrated 
parallel windows also provided by Aluprof. 

by Wojciech Brozyna - MD of Aluprof UK

Having a strong presence in the Irish 
construction scene, this year, for the first 
time, Aluprof UK decided to sponsor the 
Irish Construction Excellence Awards 2022. 

Located at the Convention Centre, Dublin, 
the 14th of May event, organised by the Irish 
Building Magazine, is always a construction 
highlight of the year for the Green Isle. As 
Gold Sponsor at the Gala Event, Aluprof 
offered awards in the best ‘Commercial Under 
15m euros’ project and best ’Industrial Under 
€15m euros’ project categories. The awards, 
founded by the Irish Building Magazine in 
1993, are generally known as the ICE Awards 
and are the original and premier recognition 
of performance excellence for the contracting 
sector in Ireland. 

The Gala Night is always attended by 
Ireland’s elite construction professionals, 
where construction leaders, design and 
supply chain partners, and clients meet and 
celebrate construction excellence. Currently 
with overseas growth further extending 
across Europe, into the Middle East and 
with firm roots already in the East of the 
USA, Aluprof continues to grow into a global 
player in facade supply. 

Further information about systems and 
specification support is available through 
the company’s website at aluprof.co.uk or 
direct from their UK head office in Altrincham 
by phoning +44 (0) 161 941 4005. 

€€€
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NEWLy RENOVATED CAMBRIDgE CHuRCH 
BLEssED WITH WARMTH fROM sECONDARy 
gLAzINg INsTALLATION

Downing Place United Reformed Church is situated in 
Cambridge. It was formed in June 2018 following the joining of 
Emmanuel and St Columba’s United Reformed Churches. The 
redeveloped St Columba’s site has been extensively renovated 
and main contractor Coulson Building Group contacted 
Selectaglaze to discuss secondary glazing solutions for the 
purpose of thermal retention. 

56 units were installed; comprising of four Series 45 side 
hung casements in the Chapel and 52 Series 46 slimline fixed 
lights installed in the Nave. A large circular primary window in 
the Nave was perhaps the most complex treatment due 
to its shape and elevated position. A timber mullioned 
cartwheel frame was crafted to securely hold the secondary 
glazing. Seven bespoke Series 46 fixed light segments 
were made for it and glazed with 6mm toughened glass to 
give additional rigidity and structural strength.  

The church has now been made more thermally efficient with 
the inclusion of secondary glazing and DPURC should start to 
see a reduction in heating costs, with less heat escaping and 
uncomfortable draughts practically eliminated. 
www.selectaglaze.co.uk

Two former furniture factory buildings in East London 
have been transformed into high-end apartments with 
the help of Crittall windows. Long Street in the Hackney 
conservation area was a key component in Shoreditch’s 
industrial heritage. 

The four-storey structural steel-framed blocks were built 
in Long Street in 1959 with plenty of natural daylight 
and generously sized lifts for transporting uncut sheets 
of plywood to the upper floors.  The two blocks now 
form part of a luxury residential development, Long 
and Waterson. Architects Fletcher Priest have taken 
their design cue from the industrial lineage of the 
area, retaining original external brickwork and window 
settings and adding two rooftop penthouse levels 
creating a total of 71 apartments. 

Crittall Corporate W20 and MW40 systems were 
specified, in fixed and opening format together with 
Crittall cold form tubular doors that meet the RC3 
burglary resistance security standard; a choice that 
preserves both the original appearance and the 
industrial heritage of the area.  
www.crittall-windows.co.uk

HELPINg TO PREsERVE AN 
INDusTRIAL LANDsCAPE

Rundum Meir façade 
Doors uniquely 
Reflect Manchester 
Landmark’s Heritage

A bronze façade 
featuring 
integrated 
Rundum Meir 
garage doors 
for two new 
townhouses in 
central Manchester 
has been uniquely 
designed to reflect 
the architecture 
of the nearby 
John Rylands 
Library, one of 
the city’s most 
famous neo-Gothic 

buildings. Their full 
height bronze façade delivers a striking external 
appearance that takes a distinctive visual cue 
from the library, located opposite. 

The houses are designed around an inverted 
living approach, enabling the architects to 
maximise the footprint of the site and use the 
space to its full potential. Above the garages are 
floors accommodating the bedrooms, with the 
living, dining and kitchen areas on the upper 
floors, and a rooftop courtyard/garden completing 
the arrangement.  

The aluminium façade of both townhouses 
features laser cut and acid-etched lacy blind 
tracery patterns that match those in the windows 
of the library.  The lacy pattern extends over the 
full height of the façade which includes large 
folding/sliding shutters. 

These balance privacy with natural light 
requirements for residents during the day whilst 
being eye-catching at night as internal light 
shines through the laser cut pattern. This design 
extends into the twin side sliding sectional garage 
doors manufactured and installed by Rundum 
Meir, which effectively deliver a sliding façade at 
street level. 

The twin Rundum Meir sliding garage doors 
each provide a clear opening of 3.8 m for easy 
vehicle access from the street. Hand made using 
extruded aluminium, the fully automated bespoke 
garage doors have an automated pedestrian door 
as well as the side sliding door that demonstrate the 
design flexibility offered by Rundum Meir, who create 
every garage door to meet project requirements. 

In addition to the side 
sliding sectional doors 
supplied for this central 
Manchester project, 
bespoke Rundum Meir 
garage doors are also 
available in ‘round the 
corner’ side sliding, 
overhead sectional and up-
and-over styles. 
www.rundum.co.uk
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QuICK ACCEss fOR sLICK sTITCH sTAff

Improving both security and accessibility, TORMAX was recently contracted 
to remove two manual doors at the Slick Stitch head offices and replace 
them with new, single sliding automatic entrance systems. Contained in a 
compact casing that measures just 100mm high, the doors are powered by 
two in-house designed, iMotion 2202 operators, delivering whisper-quiet, 
reliable performance. 

Ensuring a high level of protection, the doors incorporate a secure electro-
mechanical locking mechanism, which TORMAX interfaced with Slick 
Stitch’s existing access control system. Slick Stitch is one of world's largest 
apparel personalisation fulfilment businesses, servicing major brands and 
retailers. Based in Wolverhampton, the Company operates across the globe 
with a full suite of technology-led solutions from warehousing, garment 
embellishment to end-consumer logistics. 

The existing manual doors to the staff entrance and main reception both needed upgrading, 
particularly as the security locks had become worn over time. Providing a more aesthetically 
attractive solution, the TORMAX entrances bring light into the lobby areas whilst the black 
powder-coated profile perfectly off-sets the new signage. 

TORMAX offers a complete range of bespoke entrance solutions to suit almost any location. 
All their iMotion operators offer unsurpassed reliability thanks to a unique design feature 
which negates the need for parts that often wear out, such as gears and brushes, considerably 
reducing maintenance requirements and unscheduled down-time.   www.tormax.co.uk

You’ve got 
our number

For more information visit:  
www.adsa.org.uk/membership or tel: 01827 216136

Need help? We’re just a phone call away. 
As a member of ADSA, if you need 
technical support you can dial our helpline 
for the advice you need, when you need it.

From technical standards and specification 

guidance to legal requirements and customer 

queries our industry experts are here to assist. 

Our helpline is just one of a number of the 
benefits you receive as an ADSA member.  

So join today!

#bepartoftheconversation

Original Crittall windows have been 
replaced and upgraded on the main 
street frontage of one of Leeds’ most 
historic quarters. 

Briggate is a pedestrianised principal 
shopping street in the city centre 
containing many historic buildings 
including, tucked away from view in 
Lamberts Yard, the only remaining 
Elizabethan timber framed property in 
the City dating back to circa 1600. 

The walkway leading to that heritage 
enclave passes through No. 162 
Briggate, a 1950’s vintage commercial 
and residential block where Think 
Architecture has installed replacement 
Crittall steel windows. 

“No.162 had original Crittalls and, as 
with all the buildings around Lamberts 
Yard, things were in various appalling 
states,” said Simon Smithson, director 
of Pudsey, West Yorkshire-based, Think 
Architecture. The original single glazed 

windows in the three-storey no.162 
were replaced with double glazed 
lookalike Homelight windows. The 
building now houses new apartments 
and a ground-floor commercial 
premises. 

“I have to say,” added Mr Smithson, 
“that the Crittall windows are a 
wonderful system. Several years ago 
we did a job and used what was 
described as a ‘Crittall-like’ system. 
Well, that was very disappointing 
whereas the Crittall system is a great 
system, so well made.” 
www.crittall-windows.co.uk

Crittall Leeds The Way
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New Vicaima 
Wardrobe Brochure 
Truly Inspires With 
functionality And 
Aesthetics

Focusing on elegance and optimization 
of the wardrobe interior, Vicaima 
provides solutions with opening doors, 
sliding doors, with the option of a 
mirror and wardrobe fronts, consisting 
of doors and frame. Sophistication and 
comfort are the vectors guiding the 
entire Advanced Range. 

With a wide range of contemporary 
coatings and finishes, where Naturdor® 
and Lacdor are the highlights, these 
suggestions blend in perfect harmony 
with the interior doors. Sophistication 
leads the various modulation solutions, 
enhanced by the elegance of the details 
and the different options of accessories 
that are available for the wardrobes and 
storage solutions within this range. 

Strongly committed to the professionals 
of this sector, Vicaima also produced 
two tutorial videos explaining the 
installation of the  Easy Range 
wardrobes, in a sliding door version, 
and the Advanced, with opening doors, 
which will be available, in bilingual 
format, on the social networks and on the 
company’s website. In response to the 
desire for exclusivity and customisation,  
the Transform Range grants the 
customer the possibility to explore 
his creativity and imagination, thereby 
designing genuinely unique projects. 

Focused on detail, these solutions 
are enhanced through innovative 
combinations of exclusive real wood 
veneers, sophisticated lacquers and 
highly customised patterns and 
textures, which imprint an individual 
identity to each room. 

This latest renewal is an expression of 
the quality, differentiation and diversity 
of the wardrobe solutions developed 
by Vicaima, and also of the company’s 
capacity to follow and set market trends, 
which are continuously accompanied by 
its commitment to sustainability and to 
a circular economy.  www.vicaima.com 

Vicaima, a major European player in 
the design and production of vanguard 
solutions for interiors doors, doorsets, 
wall panels and associated joinery 
solutions, have just launched the latest 
version of their inspiring wardrobe 
brochure, together with tutorial 
assembly videos to show how easy it 
is to create beautiful storge solutions. 

In a symbiosis between functionality 
and aesthetics, Vicaima wardrobes 
feature refined, innovative, sustainable 
designs and multiple customization 
possibilities, presenting a modern 
portfolio which promises to cater for the 
latest market trends in 2022. The three 

ranges of the brand, Easy, Advanced 
and Transform, complement each other 
and enable Vicaima to provide extensive 
solutions, suited to the varied demands 
prescribed by the multiple sectors of 
activity, namely housing, hospitality and 
health, amongst others. 

True to its commitment to sustainability, 
all these solutions are available 
with FSC® certification, an entity 
which promotes responsible forest 
management. The Easy Range is noted 
for its versatility, promoting a practical 
and functional concept, offering 
modulation options and specific 
accessories. 
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OMNIE ufH sysTEMs sELECTED 
fOR PORTHCAWL CHuRCH 
RENAIssANCE

Cilgal Baptist Church, at the heart of Porthcawl, 
is nearing the end of the first phase of an 
refurbishment project and a new underfloor 
heating system featuring the OMNIE Staple 
and TorFloor systems will provide a warming 
welcome for all. OMNIE’S Staples system, 
which has been used across a large proportion 
of the church as well as the office, is installed 
by clipping the continuous pipe runs to rigid 
insulation, itself secured across the concrete 
subfloor. 

The entire area is then screeded to make 
full contact with the pipework and achieve 
excellent levels of heat transmission. The 
specification switches to OMNIE’s versatile 
TorFloor system for areas like the kitchen, 
toilets and other parts of the church. The 
circuits are designed for a flow temperature 
of 55 C to give a return temperature of 48 C 
in order to maximise the performance of the 
condensing boiler.   www.omnie.co.uk

Lg Launches 
New Therma V 
Monobloc ‘s’ 
Heat Pump

Leading heat pump manufacturer LG has launched the latest 
version of its sector leading Therma V Monobloc air to water heat 
pump – the Therma V R32 Monobloc ‘S’ – into a UK marketplace 
that is highly responsive to new heat pump technology. The ‘S’ 
stands for ‘Silence’ and ‘Supreme’ to highlight its reduced noise 
level and best performance criteria. 

The new monobloc is a frontline contender for providing heating 
and hot water for social housing developments as well as private 

new build homes. As with the 
original Monobloc, this new model 
combines the indoor and outdoor 
features in one module. It’s also 
connected by only water piping, 
eliminating the need for refrigerant 
piping, making this heat pump an 
installer’s dream when it comes to 
ease of installation. 

Hydronic components like the 
improved plate heat exchanger, the expansion tank, water pump, 
flow sensor, pressure sensor, air vent valve and safety valve are 
all built in - inside the outdoor unit – pre-installed and ready 
to run. And the R32 Monobloc ‘S’ provides excellent heating 
performance especially at low ambient temperatures whilst 
lowering its carbon emissions even more with the use of R32. 

The innovative design and technology in this new unit sees built 
in water flow and pressure sensors to monitor the water circuit 
in real time, advanced water pump control, enhanced second 
circuit logic, energy monitoring of estimated power consumption 

via the remote controller, MODBUS connectivity without Gateway 
if required and advanced control for the domestic hot water 
recirculation pump. 

LG equipment is justly renowned in the industry for its controllers 
and the new Monobloc ‘S’ is equipped with a new advanced 
remote controller which supports a number of functions. It comes 
with a premium design 4.3-inch colour LCD monitor, user friendly 
interface that uses simple graphic, icon and text controls, easy 
schedule and installer settings and energy monitoring without 
meter interface to provide estimated power consumption figures. 

It is possible to monitor not only the temperature of the water 
circuit but also the flow rate and the pressure. This information 
provides installers with more reliable information for installation 
and maintenance. The original version was extremely quiet, but 
this new ‘S’ version is even quieter and up to 9kW units can be 
installed at the minimum of 4 metres away, and up to 16kW units 
- up to 5 metres away from neighbouring houses complying with 
international noise regulations. 

The unit comes with a Seasonal Coefficient of Performance of 
up to 4.67 (Average climate/Low temperature application) and a 
A+++ rating. The COP rises to 4.9 (Outdoor air 7°C/Leaving water 
temperature 35°C) and can deliver leaving water temperature of 
65°C if required. For more information on the new LG Therma 
V Monobloc ‘S’ head for partner.lge.com/uk, or email LG at 
uk.aircon@lge.com.

The latest addition to the Stelrad Radiator Group portfolio 
is the new Cast Iron Column range. Traditionally Stelrad has 
supplied steel radiators and continues to do so with more 
than two and a half million radiators manufactured each 
year. But in the past few years, cast iron column radiators – 
which were first around in Victorian times - have come into 
vogue again and as always, the company aims to meet the 
demands of its customers at every level, so it has added a 
selection of Cast Iron Column radiators to its ever-widening 
range.  

The new Stelrad Radiator Group Cast Iron Column radiator 
is available now and adds undoubted charisma to any 
modern or period home with its distinctive, ageless look 
and its Natural Cast finish.  With the added options of 
either Antique Brass or Brushed Nickel TRVs to provide 
the ultimate in modern heating control. The classic, clean 

lines suggest a genuine piece from yesteryear whilst offering the very best in quality and craftsmanship to 
enhance the very latest in heating technology as it slips effortlessly into the superior elegance of today’s 
most fashionable of décor.   www.stelrad.com

CAsT IRON CERTAINTy fROM sTELRAD… 
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DOMus VENTILATION MVHR 
sysTEMs PROVE IDEAL 
RETROfIT sOLuTION fOR 
LONDON RENTAL DEVELOPMENT

Domus Ventilation’s HRXE-HERA® Mechanical Ventilation 
with Heat Recovery (MVHR) systems have been specified 
for the be:here Hayes build-to-rent residential development 
in West London.  When the building was designed, Domus 
Ventilation’s Silavent MVHR ceiling mounted units were 
installed.  These are now being gradually replaced with 
Domus Ventilation’s latest MVHR model, HRXE-HERA®.  As a 
retrofit solution, HRXE-HERA® has proven ideal for be:here 
Hayes as they readily use the existing Domus ducting. 

Domus Ventilation’s HRXE-HERA® MVHR have proved an 
ideal solution. It filters and pre-warms fresh air drawn into 
the apartment using the heat from waste stale air extracted 
from the kitchen and bathroom using a heat exchanger.  It’s 
advanced heat exchange proficiency enables up to 95% of 
waste heat to be recovered.  It comes with 100% thermal 
(summer) bypass which automatically activates when the air 
temperature reaches a pre-set level, allowing in cooler, fresh, 
filtered air without warming it through the heat exchanger.  
The smart design of the HRXE means there is no reduction in 
airflow when operating in bypass mode. 
www.domusventilation.co.uk 

WELsH HOusEBuILDER OPTs fOR
OMNIE ONE-sTOP sHOP sOLuTION

An award-winning housebuilder who develops small 
sites and sells serviced plots to self-builders is close to 
completing a development of two dozen high specification 
homes near the Welsh Coast, having chosen renewables 
specialist, OMNIE to supply a complete underfloor heating 
package, including LG air source heat pumps. 

The two dozen three and four bedroom homes at Pludds 
Meadow, located in the town of Laugharne, 12 miles south 
of Carmarthen, have been built by Salem Construction, part 
of Sancler Property.  OMNIE provided full drawings and 

specifications for each plot, indicating the layout of their Staple and TorFloor UFH 
arrays across the ground and first floor to each dwelling. Opting for underfloor 
heating throughout avoids wall space being taken up with bulky and unsightly 
radiators, while porcelain floor tiles contribute to the feeling of luxury downstairs, 
laid over the OMNIE Staples UFH pipework which is fixed across rigid insulation 
and encapsulated in a screed.  

The TorFloor panels combine the ability to span upper storey joists or battens 
fitted across a ground level slab, to provide high efficiency underfloor heating and 
a structural deck in one product. The multi-directional design includes integral 
aluminium diffusers, to help create an even distribution of warmth to the occupied 
spaces, while an additional 6mm thick plywood covering layer has to be bonded to 
the TorFloor panel, to complete a structural deck and accept floor finishes.   
www.omnie.co.uk

An architect selecting a new boiler for a new home or a new development 
should purchase controls which meet Boiler Plus regulations which came into 
force in April 2018. Most controls manufacturers now offer boiler plus compliant 
controls which offer time and temperature settings plus load compensation which 
provides the ability to modulate the flow temperature from the boiler based on 
the actual room temperature. 

This requires the control and boiler to communicate, sometimes via OpenTherm 
communication. OpenTherm ensures the boiler modulates the flow temperature 
to provide an accurate control over the desired room temperature and stops 
the boiler cycling on and off, therefore reducing gas use, saving money for 
homeowners. Boiler Plus compliance can also be met using a Smart Control 
which provides automation of time and temperature settings and optimisation 
which calculates the time needed for the heating system to reach the desired 
comfort level, optimising the heating system’s operation to ensure it uses the 
least amount of energy to attain the desired temperature. 

Smart controls can be connected to a smart phone or tablet offering the ability 
for the users to control their systems remotely offering more flexibility to lower 
energy use. ESi believes it is essential to offer a range of controls that are easily 
useable by end users of all ages and abilities.  Many manufacturers, including 
ESi, have a range of controls available and can offer simpler heating controls 
which still comply with the legislation as well as the latest smart control options.  
www.esicontrols.co.uk

WHAT TO LOOK fOR IN HEATINg CONTROLs

sMOKE ExTRACTION  sOLuTION 

Fire safety remains a top priority for all involved in the 
construction industry, with many manufacturers offering 
many solutions. GEZE, a leading manufacturer of door 
and window control systems, offers one more, which they 
believe is a unique solution for smoke extraction systems 
in the market place.  

The RWA K 600 retractable arm drive can be fitted to 
emergency exits on escape routes and in the event of a 
fire it can be used as a fresh air supply which when the fire 
alarm is sounded the door opens automatically allowing a 
large amount of air to flow into the building and forcing 
smoke out.  The powerful drive with€€ high torque opens a 
door to 90€ in less than 60 seconds. Yet the door remains 
readily accessible due to the freely positioned activation of 
the lever by means of a pressure roller.  

The RWA K 600 is perfect for use in supply air systems 
where large opening angles are required, it is suitable for 
single and double leaf smoke and heat extraction fresh air 
doors and can be installed on both the hinge or opposite 
hinge side.  Said Andy Iredale, National Sales Manager for 
Automatic Doors and Window Control, “The RWA K 600 
is a unique solution in the extraction of smoke from a 
building in the case of fire. It’s suitability for use in a 
variety of situations makes it perfect for use on escape 
routes.”   www.geze.co.uk 
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Designing-in versatility - Equipping any outdoor space with 
a power infrastructure is going to add a great degree of 
flexibility of use to the location. But when designing the 
power supply, it is important to have a picture of the typical 
and maximum usage that will be required.

Going back to basics, why is the site going to benefit from a 
power infrastructure? For a business such as a restaurant, bar, 
café or hotel, the outdoor space could add additional areas 
for eating and drinking primarily. Such uses would typically 
require the power distribution to provide access to sockets 
for lighting, till points, AV equipment or outdoor serving 

points such as mobile counters or drinks dispensers. But is 
that the limit to such a site’s potential? Could it also be used 
as a stage are for outdoor music performances and other 
entertainment, for example. And if so, would your proposed 
power supply solution accommodate these requirements too?
Also think about the location of the power units in relation to 
how they will be used. 

If the site is to be used for market stalls, where will the stalls 
be set up on site and where will the main pedestrian routes 
be? Installing power units in the correct locations will help 
reduce the risk of trip hazards as cables trailing across the 
main footfall areas can be minimised or avoided completely.

Once you have a picture of how the site could be used, it is 
time to consider how you feed power to the locations across 
the space. This can be achieved with the installation of a Pop 
Up Power Supplies® power distribution unit in one of three 
forms:
1) Pop up, retractable power unit – this is submerged in the 
group until it is needed, and raised/lowered using a turning 
handle.
2) Flip-lid, in ground power unit – this is permanently 
submerged in the ground with access provided via a flip-lid 
which can be used while the lid is locked down.
3) Power bollard – a street furniture element which has power 
sockets integrated, accessible as required behind a lockable 
cover.

 VIEWPOINT VIEWPOINT 

How To specify Outdoor Power 
Distribution units To Meet 
Anticipated Demand
Adding a power supply infrastructure to an outdoor public 
space, such as a courtyard or enclosed garden, is an excellent 
way to unlock the potential for holding events and creating 
more revenue-generating space. But how can you ensure that 
the proposed power supply will meet the demands and needs 
of the site given the versatility that comes when an outdoor 
space is power-connected? 

Over-specifying the services infrastructure and distribution 
units could be a costly mistake. But under-specifying could 
result in the need to hire temporary generators or run lengthy 
trailing cables from adjacent buildings, creating avoidable trip 
hazards.

Whether you are a site owner or an architect or landscape 
architect working to enhance an outdoor space, the starting 
point is to ask three basic questions about demand and 
needs:
1) How do you envisage that your proposed power unit or 
power distribution system will be used? 
2) How many power sockets will be needed? 
3) Would the location also benefit from a supply of water or 
data connectivity? 

The type of power unit you choose will depend on how the 
site will need to look or be used when the space is not being 
used for events, catering, etc. Both the pop-up and in-ground 
units can be hidden away when they are not in use, with the 
only evidence being a cover which can be designed to match 
surrounding surface materials. 

A power bollard has a permanent presence, but the designs 
available from Pop Up Power Supplies® are elegant to avoid 
the utilitarian appearance that would be expected with a 
typical feeder pillar.

What should each power unit provide? - Consider what the 
electricity demand will be for the equipment that is to be 
connected to ensure the power supply units can handle the 
load. This is an area where Pop Up Power Supplies® has a 
wealth of expertise to help, given our experience of providing 
power units for a diverse range of sites across the UK, from 
Caerphilly Castle visitor centre to Chelsea FC’s Stamford 
Bridge pitch.

The retractable power units available from Pop Up Power 
Supplies® can be specified to provide a total power supply 
from as little as 63 amps right up to 600 amps. In ground 
units offer the option of 63 amps or 125 amps and power 
bollards provide up to 125 amps. The sockets in all can be 
configured to suit usage requirements.

These units can also be designed to provide a water supply 
or data connectivity. Access to water can be particularly useful 
for ground maintenance and cleaning purposes, so consider 
that too and the units can become extremely useful assets.
www.popuppower.co.uk
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Produced using iron, the most abundant element on the 
planet, steel manufacturing impact is calculated by the World 
Steel Association using what is called the ‘system expansion’ 
method of life cycle assessment. This looks at steel to be 
part of a global system of supply and demand and takes 
account of co-products used in the manufacturing processes 
that save energy or reduce emissions. 

One example is waste gases from the process being re- used 
to generate electricity for the process. The full life calculation, 
which also takes account of steel’s high strength-to-weight 
ratio (meaning less achieves more) means that overall CO2 
emissions associated with a steel building - from component 
manufacture through its life in use - will be lower than for 
other materials. 

Moving away from the mathematics the nature of steel and its construction also augments its sustainability tally. 
All the fabrication process, the testing and the certification takes place in a controlled and monitored factory 
environment. This ensures adherence to consistently high standards and quality. This in turn leads to quicker, safer 
and more predictable outcomes on-site. Construction processes can therefore be more efficient, not to mention 
more cost-effective. A key element in the use of steel as a building material is galvanizing providing protection 
against corrosion. In this process the steel is coated with zinc to prevent it from rusting. The cleaned steel is 
dipped into molten zinc at around 450 degrees C and a series of zinc-iron alloy layers are built up by a metallurgical 
reaction between the iron and zinc creating a strong bond between steel and the coating. 

The galvanizing process is energy efficient taken as part of a whole life cycle which is the only meaningful way of 
calculating the impact on such a long-lasting material. It prolongs the life of an already long-life product, and it does 
not affect recyclability or re-use. Galvanized steel can be thrown into the scrap furnace and steel can easily be re-
galvanized. One particular steel building component that emphasises the sustainability plusses of the material are 
windows. Manufactured under controlled conditions to reap the benefits already enumerated for steel as a material, 
Crittall Windows operates within the constraints of ISO 14001:2004; a recognised international environmental 

management standard that sets targets 
for solids, liquids, gaseous emissions 
and waste generation. But the finished 
product itself, which is galvanized for 
enhanced longevity, offers other benefits 
because of the nature of the material. 

Because of their inherent strength steel 
windows have much thinner frames 
than is possible with other window 
materials. This lets in more daylight thus 
reducing the use of artificial lighting in 
the buildings in which they are installed. 
Taken over the elevations of a large 
commercial building this could lead to 
impressive savings in both energy usage 
and cost. 

Supreme strength and matchless 
elegance are unusual partners, but they 
sit side by side in the world’s most 
recyclable building material. And who 
said sustainability and good looks could 
not go hand in hand?
www.crittall-windows.co.uk

steel Windows – sustainability 
Meets style
Nobody can doubt the strength of steel as a construction 
material but its qualities in the field of sustainability are 
rather less obvious, but no less impressive says Russell 
Ager, Managing Director of Crittall Windows.

It is the strength of steel that contributes to its credentials 
as a sustainable, environmentally sound and cost-
effective choice. Quite simply, it can be recycled or re-
used continually without deterioration of its fundamental 
properties. This translates into a high value placed on 
the product throughout its long life. Steel components 
have been recovered for many years and the process for 
recycling is therefore highly developed. 

Current rates of recovery from demolition sites in Great 
Britain are an astonishing 99% for structural steel and 

94% for all types of steel construction. These percentages 
leave far behind all other types of building material. 
Currently some 86% of steel gathered as scrap is returned 
to the furnace while 13% is dismantled for direct re-use. 
This leaves just 1% that is lost to rust or landfill. On a 
worldwide basis some 40% of all steel produced is based 
on the use of recycled scrap, that’s 500 million tonnes 
per year or the equivalent of 180 Eiffel Towers per day. 
For the UK market, that could be translated into 25 Forth 
Rail Bridges! Of course, sustainability is more than just 
re-use and recycling and other important considerations 
include the environmental cost of manufacture.
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At 600 acres, Central Park, Avonmouth, Bristol 
is a warehouse and distribution development, 
strategically located between the M49 motorway 
on its Eastern boundary and the A403 to the 
West. A 40 acre site has been built by Berberry, 
a privately owned property development and 
investment company based in the West Midlands.  
They demanded the contractors achieve the 
highest environmental standards for the surface 
water drainage systems installed.  

With areas designated for HGV access and hard 
standing, car parks and areas accessed by 
smaller commercial vehicles, the road and yard 
surfaces employed included concrete, asphalt 
and block paving. This meant various types of 
surface channelling were required to ensure the 
drainage needs of the site. Hauraton systems; 

RECYFIX® HICAP®, FASERFIX® SUPER, RECYFIX® 
MONOTEC and ENVIROKERB were chosen to meet 
the drainage requirements. FASERFIX® SERVICE 
channel was also specified to house cables and 
coolant pipe-work. 

All the channels supplied are made of recycled 
polypropylene with fixed ductile iron, 14mm 
open slot inlets finished with KTL, a rust 
resistant coating. The HICAP system has proved 
in similar applications to resist the weight (up to 
44 tonnes) and twisting forces of HGV wheels.   
www.drainage-projects.co.uk

Hauraton surface Drainage 
And service Channel systems 
Installed At Central Park, Avonmouth

TBA fIREfLy sysTEM suB-DIVIDEs 
suPERMARKET ROOfsPACE

During the recent pandemic supermarket chains have had to continue with 
property maintenance and improvement programmes to ensure the safety 
of their premises, including a store in Staffordshire where the APOLLO Lite 
30:30 barrier, manufactured by TBA FIREFLY TM , was installed within the 
roof- space as part of a major refurbishment project. The work at the store 
was carried out by sector specialist, The B Team. 

All of the APOLLO Lite 30:30, together with the heavy duty stainless 
steel staples and other ancillary Firefly products, have been supplied 
by distributor, CCF. All of The B Team’s work had to be carried out while 
minimising any disruption to the store’s long hours of business, with 
the new APOLLO Lite fire barriers being concealed above the building’s 
reinstated suspended ceilings. The APOLLO Lite 30:30 has been developed for use in vertical 
separation or compartmentation situations, offering 30 minutes integrity and insulation thereby 
exceeding the minimum requirements of the Building Regulations. It is widely specified to form 
fire barriers within roof voids and floor voids in many different property types, including tower 
blocks and other HMOs. 

The flexible woven and non woven glass fibre material is easy to cut and fix and is treated 
with a proprietary coating to improve its fire performance properties and therefore prevent 
temperatures rising in adjoining areas. The system has been fully tested to BS 476 Parts 20 
&22 and is third party certified by IFCC. The six metre long rolls of APOLLO Lite 30:30 have a 
minimum thickness of 6mm and are installed using specialist staples as well as heat resistant 
adhesive.   www.tbafirefly.com

WRAPTITE® CHOsEN fOR zERO 
CARBON HOMEs OffsITE DEVELOPMENT

The Wraptite external air barrier system from A. Proctor 
Group has been chosen for an exciting low energy homes 
offsite project for developer Osco Homes. Commissioned 
by Kirklees Council, the site will demonstrate how high 
quality, energy-efficient housing can be achieved using 
offsite construction. The bungalows are designed to be light, 
spacious, and desirable but must also mitigate fuel poverty 
and provide a safe and healthy environment where residents 
can live. 

The superior airtightness performance of the Wraptite 
membrane from the A. Proctor Group is the perfect solution, 
delivering significant benefits to the combination of in-
factory manufacture and on-site housing construction.

The Wraptite air barrier system offers a safer and simplified 
membrane system. It provides a fully self-adhered vapour 
permeable air barrier certified by the BBA and combines the 
critical properties of vapour permeability and airtightness in 
one self-adhering membrane. 

The self-adhesive membrane is easily applied in the 
factory,  bonded externally to the substrate, and ensures 
that the membrane is held firmly in place, even during 
transportation, maintaining the quality of the system from 
installation to build and completion.  www.proctorgroup.com
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Mansfield College, Oxford is a good example of the specification 
of theMW40 range. The college authorities were looking to 
increase on-site student accommodation substantially so as to 
enhance overall income. They also wanted to provide additional 

educational and research 
facilities and to do so within 
a building that set new 
standards for sustainability. 
The result is the Hands 
Building, Mansfield is one of 
Oxford’s smaller colleges and 
the new building, occupying a 
site on the south east corner 
of the main quadrangle, now 
provides 74 en-suite student 

apartments – a 75% increase in student accommodation – 
together with lecture and seminar facilities. 

The new six-storey building also houses the Bonavero Institute 
of Human Rights. The building was designed by Rick Mather 
Architects (now MICA Architects) to retain as much green space 
as possible using heat exchange and solar thermal technology 
for space heating. To ensure energy generation demand is 
kept as low as possible, very high thermal performance was a 
requirement for the building fabric. 

To assist with achieving this Crittall MW40 double-glazed 
windows  incorporating high performance CUIN insulating units 
were installed throughout.  CUIN, supplied by Crystal Units, 
utilises a thin film inserted in the mid-point of a double-glazed 
unit so as to convert it to provide triple-glazed performance. In 
the Hands Building the CUIN/Crittall partnership has enabled 
a 0.6 W/m€K centre pane U-value in a 32mm thick IGU, which 
lent itself perfectly to the Crittall Windows MW40 system where 
thermal performance and heritage appearance combined as 
essential attributes.

InnerVision - In addition to exterior steel windows and doors 
with their slim profiles Crittall’ s InnerVision glazed interior 
screens ensure a seamless transfer of increased levels of 
natural daylight throughout the building reaching even the most 
remote working areas. Solid partitions dividing workspaces can 
be replaced with glass and the performance of glazed interior 

screens can be further tailored to fine-tune levels of acoustic 
insulation, light transmission, thermal insulation and natural 
ventilation control to suit individual client’s requirements. 

Crittall’ s InnerVision range of glazed internal fixed screens and 
doors can now be specified for fire rated applications. The steel 
framed system is compliant with BS476 Part 22 providing 30 
minutes (FD30) integrity fire resistance. The profiles match the 
Corporate W20 exterior window range in appearance and can 
be supplied as fixed screens, with single or double leaf-hinged 
doors.  www.crittall-windows.co.uk

Crittall On The Curriculum
School and college authorities that need to improve the learning 
environment while enhancing their green credentials are turning 
to leading steel window manufacturer Crittall which has a suite 
of products to upgrade both external appearance and interior 
comfort.  The education sector has a massive investment in its 
built environment and, despite the temporary dislocation caused 
by the pandemic, remains eager to find ways to keep control of 
costs and bear down on excessive energy consumption as things 
eventually return of normal. 

Crittall offers a range of windows that are finding favour with 
the most prestigious educational establishments, in some cases 
presenting a fresh, modern aesthetic, in others replacing worn out 
fenestration that replicates a heritage appearance while greatly 
enhancing thermal performance.  And moving to the inside of the 
building a range of internal screens can provide for a lighter, more 
welcoming interior with no compromise to acoustic, security and 
safety requirements. Slender and Strong - Popular among school 
and college authorities is the highly successful Corporate W20 
window with its slender but strong frames. 

 For example, a major redevelopment project at the University of 
Leeds features Crittall Corporate W20 windows in a prestigious 
setting. The new Sir William Henry Bragg Building, named after 
a Nobel physics laureate, is a £96million project that provides 
a home for the University’s Integrated Campus Engineering and 
Physical Sciences or ICEPS.  

The seven-storey development is fronted by the refurbished and 
transformed 1930s vintage Old Mining Building. The Portland 
Stone façade of the Grade II listed structure has been retained and 

an additional floor created.  Crittall Corporate W20 windows were 
installed in the original building which acts as a main entrance 
to the new spaces created behind it housing state-of-the art 
technology and scientific equipment in laboratories and teaching 
rooms.  The entire building has received an Excellent grading for 
its sustainability from the BREEAM independent energy assessor.

Increased efficiency - Greatly improved thermal performance but 
with a like-for-like appearance was demanded by planners in the 
north London borough of Enfield when a special school, Durants, 
decided to expand into an existing classroom block on a nearby 
site. Original 1950s single glazed steel windows were replaced 
with new double-glazed thermally-broken steel windows that 
exactly mimicked the appearance of the originals.

Overall U value for the completed project is 1.8 W/m2K based 
on a glass centre pane value of 1.0 W/m2K. The double glazing 
incorporates toughened low E glass and an 18mm argon filled 
cavity. Alternatively, the MW40 profile can be specified where 
superior air, wind or water resistance and greater sound 
attenuation are required. 

Offering the same high quality appearance as the W20 range the 
MW40 profile can accept glass up to twice the thickness as its 
stable mate. Either double, or even triple, glazing up to 32mm 
thick can be installed with a consequent higher level of thermal 
or sound insulation. Yet this is achieved while retaining the same 
slender steel profile for which Crittall products are renowned 
thereby ensuring maximum light ingress.
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A Historic slate 
Installation fit for 
Leaders Of The 
World At The g7 
summit

In anticipation of the event, enhanced security provisions were 
put in place on the site, which made the logistical side of the 

project more difficult. 

Thankfully, through its extensive distribution 
network, CUPA PIZARRAS was able to devise a 
well-considered delivery and logistics plan to 
ensure that supplies could reach the project 
team at critical times. CUPA 12 was chosen for 
this prestigious project as it is a high quality 
dark grey slate with a smooth finish. 

With a life span of more than one hundred 
years and very little maintenance required, 

natural slate is a durable, weatherproof product, 
un-matched by artificial alternatives. CUPA 12 has also 

received approval from Snowdonia National Park as a Welsh 
Slate alternative and has been certified by BRE Global as A+ 
for its quality, transparency, and sustainability credentials.  
www.cupapizarras.com/uk/  

CUPA PIZARRAS has been specified across a major 
development and refurbishment at Tregenna Castle. 
The company’s products were selected for their 
ability to endure extreme local weather and provide 
an exceptionally long lifespan. Delivering spectacular 
views of the St Ives coastline, the Castle Approach 
Estate is a new collection of lodges built in the 
grounds of the historic Tregenna Castle Resort.  

Looking to complete the exclusive lodges, roofing 
contractor, Summit Roofing Solutions utilised a number 
of CUPA PIZARRAS’ products. Likewise, the project 
team also chose to use the company’s natural slate 
to complete a renovation of Tregenna Castle’s original 
roof. The lodges and castle are subject to difficult 
coastal conditions, including extreme winds and sea 
spray. 

As such, the project team needed access to roofing 
solutions that could deliver long-lasting, durable 
performance. Likewise, given Tregenna Castle’s status 
as a Grade II listed property, the team had to ensure 
that any selected products were able to deliver a 
traditional aesthetic, whilst still providing modern 
performance. Fortunately, CUPA PIZARRAS natural slate 
was able to meet all the desired criteria. 

Therefore, roofs on the lodges at Tregenna Estate exclusively 
used CUPA PIZARRAS’ 400mm x 200mm CUPA 12 natural 
slates, fixed using 100mm stainless steel hooks 
that were also produced and supplied by CUPA 
PIZARRAS. 

Notably, Summit Roofing Solutions was able 
to install the natural slate as a closed mitred 
hip system. In doing so, the project team 
ensured that all slates lined up perfectly 
with one another, which is only possible on 
account of the products’ uniform size and 
quality. 

This was particularly important on the lodges, 
where sections of roof were stepped down in certain 
locations and visible from ground level. Speaking on the 
project at Tregenna Estate, Adam Palmer, Company Owner of 
Summit Roofing Solutions commented: “Upon receiving the 
brief, we recognized that CUPA PIZARRAS’ solutions could help 
us to meet all key project goals. What’s more, the company 
helped us to overcome logistical challenges.”

Following project completion, the Tregenna Estate played host 
to key stakeholders attending the G7 Summit in Cornwall, 
including the Prime Minister and US President Joe Biden.
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AffORDABLE HOusINg gIVEN 
suPERIOR VAPOuR BARRIER AND 
AIRTIgHTNEss sOLuTION

A series of 10 newly built affordable Council houses 
in Montrose, Scotland has been fitted with a high-
performing variable-permeability vapour control 
layer from the A. Proctor Group. Procheck® Adapt 
is designed to protect the building fabric from 
the potential risks of condensation and act as an 
effective airtight barrier.

Contractor, Andrew Shepherd Construction, 
proposed the use of the Procheck Adapt available 
from the A. Proctor Group. Thanks to its unique 
design, the Procheck Adapt membrane offers 
variable permeability which adapts to changes in 
humidity levels and allows the structure to dry out 
in the summer and in sunny days during spring 
and autumn while protecting it from moisture 
overload in the winter. This is possible because 
the membrane adapts its vapour resistance to the 
environment i.e., vapour tight in the winter and 
more vapour open in the summer. 

This ensures that the building fabric is protected 
from damaging moisture levels during cold, wet 
winter months, and allows the fabric to dry out 
effectively in warmer, drier months. Procheck 
Adapt has a translucent structure which eases 
fixing to structural frames and in combination 
with its integral tape allows for a fast installation 
time. Procheck Adapt is suitable for a variety 
of commercial and residential applications and 
provides airtightness to the structure as well as 
vapour control.   www.proctorgroup.com

The new Sugar House Island Primary School 
in Stratford, East London, is making full use 
of the strength and stability to Magply MgO 
boards which carry a full set of internationally 
recognised accreditations, including BDA 
certification and which are widely specified for 
their excellent fire performance.  Magply offers a 
fire-safe and environmentally friendly alternative 
to conventional plywood or OSB products.  

Additionally, the unique production process 
keeps the chloride content to just 0.01%, 
enhancing both stability and long-term durability.  
The different thickness of panels is also widely 
used as a substrate board for the direct 
application of proprietary render systems, as well 
as for flooring and flat or pitched roof build-ups.  
www.magply.co.uk      

MAgPLy BOARDs sHEATH 
sTRuCTuRE TO sTRATfORD’s sugAR 
HOusE IsLAND sCHOOL

The developer building a private property in 
the beautiful Kent town of Westerham, near 
Sevenoaks,  has made full use of the flexible 
version from  the Marmox Multiboard range in 
creating a two storey, drum-shaped elevation 
that is being finished using a proprietary render 
system. 

While standard Marmox Multiboards are formed 
from rigid sheets of extruded polystyrene (XPS) 
faced on both sides with a layer of polymer 
modified concrete encapsulating glass fibre 
reinforcement, the Curved version features 2mm 
wide slices through 75% of their depth, at 20 
mm intervals.  

This enables the 1250 x 600mm boards to be 
bent down to radii as tight as 200mm if fixed 

so that the slices close together.   Even tighter 
radii can be achieved by folding the boards so 
that the ‘teeth’ open up. 

They can either be fixed against a blockwork of 
other solid surface using a continuous coating 
of tile cement or secured to timber battens at 
300mm centres using screws and the special 
Marmox washers.  This flexibility makes Curved 
Multiboards ideal for creating archways, curving 
partitions and cubicles or even moulded tiled 
seats.  www.marmox.co.uk 

CuRVED MARMOx MuLTIBOARDs 
fACILITATE CyLINDRICAL fAÇADE 
fOR KENT PROPERTy

The acoustic performance of a major London landmark building was 
upgraded using the StoSilent Distance acoustic system. Hayward 
Gallery at London’s Southbank Centre underwent a complete 
refurbishment, and the StoSilent Distance system helped create a 
new and dramatically improved acoustic environment for this world-
renowned art gallery.  

The 66 pyramid-shaped skylights which originally featured on the 
building had become damaged over time, while internally, a series 
of impractical sound-absorbing baffles and a translucent suspended 
ceiling had been used below them. The aim was to remove the 
suspended ceiling, reclaim the original height of the gallery spaces, 
and allow more natural light to enter. The pyramid roof lights were 
reconstructed using modern materials, and this meant that reliable 
acoustic treatment needed to be fitted into the coffer spaces below 
them in order to create the required acoustic environment. 

Unlike conventional acoustic treatments which use exposed grid 
and tile systems and offer limited design possibilities, the StoSilent 
Distance solution allows the creation of modern, clean, monolithic and 
seamless solutions, and can accommodate unusual design features 
such as the gallery ceiling and its pyramid-shaped skylights. StoSilent 
Distance was installed in the deep acoustic coffers which sit below 
each of the pyramid skylights.   www.sto.co.uk

sTO ACOusTIC sysTEM HELPs REsTORE
HIsTORIC LONDON ART gALLERy
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CUPA PIZARRAS has been heavily involved in the development of a new self-build residential property in North 
West London. The manufacturer was initially approached due to its range of natural slate façade designs, with its 
CUPACLAD® 201 Vanguard system eventually specified to create an impressive and striking façade.  Located in Dollis 
Hill, the property is situated next to a housing estate and opposite an existing slate clad façade, while views to the 
rear give the illusion of a peaceful woodland setting. 

The designers sought to create a family home with a high-end exterior finish that felt like an escape from London, 
while also working well with the surrounding structures. Early on, natural slate was identified as a material that could 
help to create an attractive contemporary façade around the rear, sides and the upper elevation of the front of the 
property. It was also crucial that the façade would act as a rainscreen cladding system so the project team approached 
CUPA PIZARRAS about its CUPACLAD® natural slate rainscreen cladding. 

The project team visited Taylor Maxwell’s London Bridge showroom – the exclusive distributor of CUPACLAD® in the 
UK - to discuss options with the Taylor Maxwell and CUPA PIZARRAS teams as well as view a CUPACLAD® sample 
wall. This session helped to establish that the CUPACLAD® 201 Vanguard system was the ideal solution. A fully 
BBA approved system, CUPACLAD® 201 Vanguard is 100% non-combustible and offers a lifespan of over 100 years. 
Following the initial consultation, CUPA PIZARRAS worked closely with the project team, including carrying out a 
number of site visits. 

Cupa Pizarras supplies 
Contemporary Rainscreen 
Cladding solution for 
Impressive London Home

The use of CUPACLAD® 201 Vanguard was kept 
in mind throughout the design process, with the 
dimensions of the slate determining the placement 
of windows, vents and corners. This meant that when 
it came to construction, it was a simple installation 
process with minimal wastage and resulting in a 
clean finish. 

The CUPACLAD® 201 Vanguard system is constructed 
from horizontal aluminium profiles, mechanically 
fastened to an aluminium sub frame support. Once 
fixed in place, the rows of natural slate are clipped 
on, and in the case of the Dollis Hill property, using 
visible fixings to create an attractive pinstripe effect.  
“The product looks fantastic in-situ on this project,” 
commented Tom Ward, Cladding Product Advisor at 
Taylor Maxwell. 

“The dark grey slate rainscreen cladding provides 
a striking colour contrast with the refurbished 
light brown timber fencing and complements the 
property’s black aluminium windows and glazing.”  
www.cupapizarras.com/uk/
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WRAPTITE® HELPs DuBLIN 
HOsPITAL PROMOTE HEALTHy 
BuILDINgs

The Wraptite® external air barrier system from the 
A. Proctor Group is achieving an efficient airtightness 
solution at two new-build extensions to the Connolly 
Hospital in Dublin.  The Wraptite system is the only 
self-adhering vapour permeable air barrier certified by 
the BBA. It combines the critical properties of vapour 
permeability and airtightness in one selfadhering 
membrane.  

The high vapour permeability of the Wraptite air 
barrier allows the substrate beneath to dry quickly and 
moisture vapour to escape and reduces the likelihood 
of mould, mildew, condensation, timber distortion and 
metal corrosion. The Wraptite System was installed as 
an external air barrier and alternative to a traditional 
standard breather membrane. The use of conventional 
membranes would have required mechanical fixing and 
added to the installation time. 

As an alternative, the Wraptite self-adhesive membrane 
was applied externally, quickly and easily to the external 
steel frame in continuous pieces.  Positioning an air 
barrier on the outside of the structural frame simplifies 
the process of maintaining the envelope’s integrity, with 
fewer building services and structural penetrations to be 
sealed.  www.proctorgroup.com

HOsPITAL sPECIfIEs TITAN LITE™ 
120:60 fROM fIREfLy

A combination of external wall 
insulation and resin brick slips 
from Sto has helped create a 
thermally efficient and visually 
striking appearance for a £7.8m 
residential refurbishment 
project in London. Located 
on the Stockwell Park estate, 
Tyler House now benefits from 
the use of Sto resin brick slips 
which have been installed as 
the final façade finish, onto 

the company’s StoTherm Mineral K external wall 
insulation system. 

The Tyler House building is organised around a central 
courtyard, and houses 48 flats with one, two, three or 
four bedrooms. The BBA-certified StoTherm Mineral K 
insulation system is ideal for refurbishment projects 
such as Tyler House. Its external installation means 
that insulation performance can be substantially 
upgraded without the loss of any living space inside 
the premises. 

Comprising mineral-fibre boards which deliver high 
thermal performance and unrivalled fire protection, 
the system also incorporates reinforcing layers 
to provide additional impact resistance. For this 
project the insulation was installed using StoLevell 

Uni adhesive and supplementary fixings to create a 
strong and reliable bond with the substrate. Designed 
specifically for use with Sto’s external wall insulation 
systems and StoRend systems, the Sto resin brick 
slips used on Tyler House are manufactured from a 
rugged and durable synthetic render, and combine 
a realistic simulated brick appearance with reliable, 
weatherproof properties. 

They can be used to match the appearance of 
surrounding buildings without compromising on 
thermal insulation, or as in this case, to create 
dramatic and individual facades. For Tyler House 
they were specified in a white brick slip colour which 
contrasts with the new rooftop extension. Highly 
resistant to impact and mechanical stress, the Sto 
resin brick slips carry the backing of BBA approval 
and are available in more than 80 colours, or can be 
custom-made in almost any colour or size. 

The refurbishment of Tyler House represents one of 
the final phases in a 15-year project carried out by 
Network Homes, which has seen the transformation 
and regeneration of the wider Stockwell Park Estate.
www.sto.cou.uk

sto Creates striking Insulated Brick 
slip facade for London Residential 
Refurbishment Project An 18-month contract being carried out by a leading UK 

fire contractor has involved installing large quantities of 
the TITAN Lite™ 120:60, manufactured by TBA FIREFLY™, 
to create fire barriers above ceiling voids throughout 
many parts of the hospital. The refurbishment work was 
carried out by Plymouth based Ventro Ltd.  Following early 
appraisals of the fire protection requirements within the 
ageing property, the hospital’s estates department decided 
to raise the specification for the work from 30 minutes 
integrity rating to a full two hours.   

The Site Agent for Ventro, John Roberts, commented: “As 
a specialist fire contractor working across the whole of the UK and beyond, we have employed Firefly 
products on many projects over the years and expect to continue doing so.  Despite the large number of 
services making the number of penetrations to be deal with quite challenging, our teams find the Firefly 
relatively easy to install.” 

FIREFLY™ TITAN Lite™ 120:60 has been developed as a flexible fire barrier to provide compartmentation 
of larger concealed spaces within different types of buildings including factories, warehouses and railway 
stations.  TITAN Lite™ 120:60 exceeds the minimum requirements relating to Fire Barriers as detailed in 
the UK Building Regulations: Approved Document B (Fire Safety).  Firefly is manufactured using specially 
treated woven glass fibre fabrics.  www.tbafirefly.com
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Style is also exuded from the XL aluminium 
range with the 125 x 100 mm MOG XL gutters 
being installed along side the 75 x 75 mm 
square downpipes. Finished in an attractive 
black powder coating which not offers a 
stunning heritage look but gives the gutters 
and downpipes protection against the elements 
leading to 30 years plus, maintenance free, 
lifecycle. 

Yeoman Rainguard manufacturing facilities 
helped to offer additional benefits to the build 
by being able to specially design external 
angles and stop end units in one piece. The 
units reduce the amount of jointing required 
therefore limiting the possibility of points of 
leakage in the gutter run.  

A bespoke aluminium Fascia/Soffit was also 
designed for the new build again adding to 
the immaculate finish and maintenance free 
advantages of the property’s exterior. For more 
information on Yeoman Rainguards rainwater 
systems for new build or renovation projects 
get in touch on 0113 279 5854 or go to 
www.rainguard.co.uk

Desirable New Build 
Reflects Quality With 
The Choice Of 
Rainwater system

When it came to self-building a dream 
home, a couple from Yorkshire wanted 
the finish to the exterior of their home 
to convey both modern style and quality 
with a nod to traditional building 
materials. 

The plot of land was bought with an 
original property standing on it which 
was demolished to make way for the 
tasteful 4-bedroom family residence. 
Their new home was designed to 
be in keeping with the more mature 
properties in the surrounding area but 
also to include elements that offered a 
greener more modern way of living with 

consideration given to energy efficient, 
durable and ecologically sound building 
materials. When looking at a rainwater 
system they wanted all these elements 
to be reflected together in the choice of 
gutters and downpipes. 

After receiving samples from Yeoman 
Rainguard they choose the XL Aluminium 
range which, being manufactured from 3 
mm thick extruded aluminium, gave the 
confidence of a robust and long-lasting 
system. 
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MAgPLy fEATuREs IN fIRE-fIgHTINg ROLE 
AT sKy sTuDIOs ELsTREE

Magply boards are being used as part of Sky’s 
efforts to create the world’s most sustainable film 
and TV Studios, Sky Studios Elstree. Currently under 
construction by main contractor BAM, the build 
has recently included the use of 9mm thick Magply 
boards as part of a flat roof build up specified for the 
product’s proven fire-protection capabilities and all-
round performance benefits. 

The work on the new production buildings is being 
carried out by London based Waterproofing  specialist, 
Guaranteed Asphalt Ltd. which is installing their BBA 
Agrement certified hot melt flat  roofing system over 
a reinforced concrete deck with the Magply boards being used to protect the  mineral wool 
insulation.   The Magply boards were secured in place over the 300mm thick StoneWool 
insulation using an adjustable length TIA fixing from the SFS range: drilling down into the 
concrete substrate.  The fixing consists of a mushroom-type plastic sleeve which inserts 
in the bore hole, followed by a  secondary concrete screw that is dropped into the sleeve, 
which is driven into the deck.    

Magply MgO boards present a fire-safe and environmentally friendly alternative to 
conventional  plywood or OSB products.  The different thicknesses of panel are also widely 
used for flooring  and pitched roof installations as well as being approved by many different 
manufacturers of render  finishes as a suitable substrate.   www.magply.co.uk   

The Strand Leisure Pool, a popular lido in 
Gillingham, Kent has recently had a makeover, with 
the help of Bradite’s One Can, to celebrate its 125th 
anniversary. A main attraction is the revitalised 
elephant slides, which are now proudly sporting 
the NHS logo and a rainbow pattern, replacing their 
previous bright pink exterior.  

Kelly Holmes, senior painter at Medway Norse 
Ltd explained that the all-in-one product, which 
combines primer, undercoat, and topcoat, was “ideal 
for the job” and that they “used seven different 
colours on the elephants and couldn’t have done it 
without a water-based product.” Bradite One Can is 
virtually odourless, it is quick-drying and touch dry 
in 30 minutes making it re-coatable in one hour. 

The paint works both as an adhesion primer and 
sealer, is anti-corrosive and can be used on a wide 
range of surfaces. It is available in both eggshell 
and matt finish and a full range of BS, RAL and 
NCS colours.  Not only were the elephants given 
a new lease of life, but One Can was also used to 
repaint safety bridges yellow, a seating area near the 
poolside and the lido’s exterior sign. 
www.bradite.com

JuMBO JOB fOR ONE CAN

Meg Makes A splash!
Located in the foothills of the Franklin 
Mountains in El Paso in Texas, Camp 
Cohen is one of three new waterparks 
designed to celebrate the culture of 
the city’s diverse communities. Parkhill 
Architects were appointed by the City 
Authority to design them and Camp 
Cohen was the first. 

It was decided to use Abet Laminati’s 
MEG exterior grade laminate for this 
exciting and creative camp-themed park 
which includes water slides, a toddler 
pool, lazy river and more amenities 
for all ages. MEG was specified as the 
architects were looking for wood effect 
cladding which would complement the 
camp theme and which could be cut into 
planks to simulate a cabin. 

It was also heavy duty enough to cope 
with the sustained usage and the 
extremes of sunlight and temperatures 
which can easily range between -2°C in 
the winter and 35°C in the summer. As 
a result, MEG 754 Padouk was seen as 
the perfect solution. This visual plank 
look can now also be achieved with the 

newly-launched and competitively-priced 
Easy MEG siding product. 

Camp Cohen is another example of 
MEG in action where the need for high 
performance and durability is married up 
with low life-cycle costs, aesthetic design 
and resistance to weathering.  The range 
comprises 58 colours and 29 woodgrains 
together with 5 concrete and metal effect 
finishes. MEG is a self-supporting high 
pressure laminate (HPL) for cladding the 
exterior of buildings, balconies and other 
applications.

 It features high resistance to temperature, 
climate shock, weathering, UV light and 
impact. Samples and technical literature 
are available from Abet Ltd on tel: 020 
7473 6910 or visit uk.abetlaminati.com

Photography: Keith Talley; Talley Photography
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Howe green On 
The Right Track 
With Crossrail 
Contractor, 
DMC Contracts

As Europe’s largest current infrastructure project, spanning over 
60 miles via 41 different stations, the Elizabeth line will transform 
rail transport for London, with annual expected passenger 
levels reaching 200 million. The landmark project has seen the 
construction of 42km of new tunnels and the development of 10 
new stations, with 31 existing stations also undergoing extensive 
upgrades.

As part of the formation of the central line, which spans 
from Westbourne Park to Plumstead and Pudding Mill Lane, 
official Crossrail contractor and one of the UK’s leading fit-out 
contractors, DMC Contracts, has installed over 1,500 Howe Green 
Floor Access Covers throughout seven stations. This includes 
Whitechapel, Farringdon, Paddington, Bond Street, West Ealing, 
Ealing Broadway and Acton Mainline, where over the last five 
years DMC Contract’s team of engineers have also installed over 
30,000 square metres of Terrazzo and Granazzo floor tiles. 

Howe Green’s 7500 Series stainless steel Floor Access Covers 
have been installed throughout the ticket halls, walkways and 
main concourses of each station to provide engineers with secure 
and concealed access to under-floor services, whilst the tamper 
proof construction also prevents unauthorised access. This is due 
to the cover’s unique design, which features unobtrusive barrel 

cover lifting points that can only be accessed with specific lifting 
and securing keys. As only the securing bolt and barrel edge 
are visible, the covers provide the highest standards of security, 
without impacting on the overall design scheme or presenting a 
potential trip hazard. 

Manufactured to BS 476: Part 22, the 7500 Series provides 
resistance to fire and smoke for up to two hours, providing 
the highest standards in safety, performance and compliance 
throughout all seven stations. With each floor access cover 
withstanding up to five tonne pneumatic tyre wheel loads, the 
7500 Series was also supplied in a range of configurations, 
including singles, multiparts and ducts, to provide unobstructed 
access to rodding points and winch systems and electrical pits 
throughout all areas of the stations. 

As the lifting blocks are anchored to the inner frame, the floor 
access covers can be handled easily and safely by contractors, 
reducing any potential disruption to passenger’s travel as the 
maintenance can be conducted quickly and safely. 
www.howegreen.com

Mapei Concrete Repair system 
Protects & Complements 
Beachfront shoreline
A Mapei Concrete Repair and Protection 
System has been specified for repair works 
at Shoreline Restaurant & Bar in Devon. 
The contemporary glass-fronted venue 
overhangs Paignton’s Eastern Esplanade 
and benefits from panoramic sea views. 
Over time, the building’s concrete columns, 
beams and soffits began showing signs of 
deterioration, with cracking and spalling 
caused by steel reinforcement corrosion 
brought on by the aggressive seaside 
environment. 

Deteriorated and loose concrete was 
removed to form a sound, strong 
substrate with a rough surface. The 
exposed reinforcement rods were cleaned 
of all rust, then treated with two coats 
of one-component corrosion-inhibiting 
cement mortar, Mapefer 1K. Thixotropic 
cementitious mortar Planitop Smooth & 
Repair R4 was prepared by combining 
with clean water, with the addition of 
set-retarding admixture Mapetard ES to 
extend the workability of the mortar. As 

Planitop Smooth & Repair R4 can be used 
between 3mm and 40mm, it helps to 
reduce dust and noise during preparation 
and the same product can be used to 
repair and profile the concrete. Due to 
the weather conditions, the repair works 
were completed as part of the first phase 
of works and Elastocolor Paint Anti-
Carbonation Coating System was then 
applied later. 

Mapei Elastocolor Paint is an elastic 
anti-carbonation coating which protects 
concrete and cement renders from the 
aggressive elements that can cause 
corrosion. Elastocolor Paint is offered in 
a wide range of colours. Elastocolor was 
applied to an area of 500m€- the shade 
chosen from the extensive Mapei ColorMap 
colour range complemented the restaurant 
and its beachfront setting. 
www.mapei.co.uk
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StoTherm Classic K insulation was also specified for 
certain parts of the building. “We needed a different 
solution for some areas,” adds Tim Culverhouse. 
“These sections carry painted murals, and we 
wanted those to extend right down to the bottom 
of the walls, so the insulation had to extend down 
below the damp-proof course." 

"The StoTherm Classic K was perfect for this. It 
didn’t require any additional expansion joints, and 
so created a smooth surface onto which the murals 
could eventually be added. The murals now appear 
to ‘flow’ down into the ground and create a striking 
visual effect.”

A reinforcing coat with embedded reinforcing mesh 
was applied to the insulation, followed by the 
StoSilco K1.0 silicone resin render, to add extra 
protection.  This genuine silicone resin-based 
render is robust, durable and provides a very high 

degree of CO2 and water vapour permeability, to 
reduce the risk of interstitial condensation.  The 
overall external façade system was completed with 
the application of Sto’s innovative StoColor Dryonic 
façade paint in yellow and orange shades.  

This unique paint uses principles borrowed from 
nature to create a surface which simultaneously 
repels water and channels it away, to encourage 
the surface to dry more rapidly and protect against 
the growth of algae and unsightly staining. The 
façade will look exactly the way the architect had 
planned, and will go on looking that way for many 
years to come, with far less maintenance than any 
conventional alternative would require. www.sto.uk

sto’s External Wall Insulation system 
And High-Performance façade Paint Help 
Bring New Innovation studio To Life

A new state-of-the-art business incubation building in 
Dorset has been completed with the use of an integrated 
package of Sto thermal insulation and external render 
and paint products. The company’s StoTherm Vario and 
StoTherm Classic insulation systems were specified 
for the new Innovation Studio at the Arts University 
Bournemouth, along with StoSilco exterior render and 
StoColor Dryonic façade paint.

The new Innovation Studio now provides a base for 
digital and creative start-up businesses, providing 
support with their research, innovation and development 
initiatives. “This is an important building, part-funded 
by the Dorset LEP,” explains Tim Culverhouse of project 
architects, CRAB Studio. “It needed to combine a very 
specific mix of internal facilities with a modern, dramatic, 
external appearance that reflected the creative nature of 
the occupants.”

The cost-effective StoTherm Vario system installed 
onto this unique two-storey building has an efficient 
single-leaf construction that provides excellent thermal 
performance whilst also protecting the external wall 
surface from weathering.  

A mineral bonding and reinforcing mortar was used 
to adhesively fix the insulation to the cement particle 
boards and lightweight steel frame, and the system 
was able to accommodate the curved substrates which 
feature in the building’s design. Although an alternative 
insulation system was originally considered, it was 
decided that Sto solutions could provide the same 
thermal performance, but also deliver cost benefits. Photo by Alive Photography 

daniel@alivephotography.co.uk
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Crittall’s T60 Windows Meet Oxford Challenge

 A theatre seating 200 people, study 
bedrooms for students, teaching rooms, 
kitchens and ancillary space have been 
created in the new three-storey building 
whose stone-faced elevations have 
been finished in honey coloured ashlar 
limestone to complement its heritage 
setting.  The building also features a 
pitched, slate covered roof.  

The T60 windows are set within 
stone surrounds and finished in an 
attractive bronze coloured Duralife 
polyester powder coating. Many are 
fitted with trickle ventilation. Triple 
glass is installed in the windows of the 
theatre auditorium for improved sound 
attenuation.  

T60 features an advanced high-density 
polyurethane isolator as a thermal 
barrier that together with double or triple 

glazing surpasses the requirements of 
current regulations. The cold formed 
steel profiles nevertheless retain Crittall’ 
s hallmark slender sightlines that ensure 
maximum light ingress. The Levine 
Building project also features cold 
form doors and internal fire screens on 
ground and first floors. 
www.crittall-windows.co.uk

A new building in the grounds of historic Trinity College, Oxford, illustrates how 21st Century environmental 
performance can be married seamlessly with traditional aesthetic requirements.  Crittall’ s T60 thermally broken 
steel windows make a major contribution to the Levine Building’s sustainability credentials. The new buildings 
have been designed by ADAM Architecture in what is described as a restrained classical manner to augment the 
distinctive character of the surrounding conservation area that includes listed structures. It is the first major 
building project to have taken place at Trinity College for more than 50 years. 
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A serious source of linear thermal bridges - The 
construction of the two blocks is of reinforced concrete 
and the wall connection, to the floor or floor slab, has 
traditionally been a serious source of linear thermal 
bridges. The result being not just serious energy loss, but 
also the high risk of condensation. This can easily lead to 
mould growth, resulting in possible structural damage and 
worse, posing a health risk to the occupants. 

There is a sustainability strategy in place for Aylesbury 
Square, which is to ‘create a place which meets or exceeds 
the highest quality standards for new development in 
London.’   This is to be achieved by delivering highly 
energy efficient buildings as part of a London Plan policy 
compliant strategy using the BREEAM Communities 
sustainability standard.  

Sconnex is a unique Schöck solution - The new 
Sconnex type W thermally insulating connection for 

reinforced concre-te walls is unique in its ability 
to help to meet these criteria. This new Schöck 
product minimises the thermal bridge between the 
exterior wall insulation and the insulation above 
the floor slab, increasing the energy efficiency of 
the entire building. 

Thermal losses are greatly reduced and the surface 
temperature in the room increases to considerably 

more than the critical dew point temperature. Heating 
costs are lower, a pleasant room climate is created and 
the  li-near thermal transmittance (Psi) of the connected 
reinforced concrete wall is reduced by up to 90 percent. 
The outstanding insulation performance is combined with 
an excellent load-bearing capacity, which transmits very 
high pressure, tensile and shear forces in the longitudinal 
and transverse direction.  

This is made possible by the use of a pressure buffer 
consisting of ultra-high performance fibre reinforced 
concrete. A material which achieves compressive strength 
levels in excess of 175 N/mm2, but with extremely good 
flexural strength as well. A further important benefit is 
the generally significant cost reduction involved when 
compared to installing insulation beneath the floor slab.  
www.schoeck.com   

New from schöck – A 
Thermally Insulating 
Concrete Wall 
Connection

With reinforced concrete construction, minimising linear 
thermal bridges at the wall connection to the floor, or 
floor slab, has been a perennial problem for the building 
industry. However,  Schöck has introduced a dedicated 
new solution – the Sconnex type W.  It is a product that 
offers outstanding insulation performance, combined with 
an exceptional load-bearing capacity. 

Around 40% of all thermal bridges in a building are 
caused by walls and supports, which in turn are 
responsible for about 10% of heating energy losses. 
Schöck, the market leaders in the development of 
structural thermal breaks for balconies and other 
cantilever constructions, has now also applied its Isokorb 
expertise to reinforced concrete wall and support.  

Thereby offering an application-friendly and high-quality 
solution that contributes to a permanently sustainable 
building concept. The first major project to incorporate the 
new product is the Aylesbury Estate regeneration in the 
London Borough of Southwark. 

Extensive regeneration required - The Aylesbury 
Estate, completed in 1977, was planned to house 
over 10,000 residents, with a design embracing 
concepts of modernist urban planning. During the 
1990s however, despite its ambitions, the estate  
was considered one of the most deprived areas 
in the country. With deteriorating buildings and 
disillusio-ned residents, the estate was in need 
of extensive regeneration and Southwark Council 
considered the possibility of refurbishment. 

However, in 2005, having assessed the overall cost 
and benefits, it was decided that the best option 
was to demolish the existing estate and build 
new, better quality, mixed tenure homes.  Various 
remedial developments have taken place since, 
but more recently the regeneration has escalated 
and currently there is a phased demolition 
and redevelopment programme which will 
see the Aylesbury Estate transformed into 
one of the most significant urban renewal 
projects in London.
   
Aylesbury Square is at the heart - Due 
for completion in 2036, the overall 
masterplan envisages 3500 spacious 
new homes in a combination of terraced 
housing, a contemporary update of the 
London mansion block and a series of taller 
buildings.  Improved open spaces will also be a 
major feature. Pivotal to the scheme is Aylesbury 
Square, which is one of the earliest sites to be 
delivered. 

It consists of two separate blocks, from four to 
fifteen storeys, situated around a new public 
square forming the civic heart of the Aylesbury 
Estate regeneration. The North Building will provide 
122 new homes on the square and will incorporate 
a community facility, which includes a public library 
and commercial space at ground level. The second 
block, the South Building, accommodates a Health 
Centre with a Primary Care GP Medical Centre and a 
Community Health Care facility.  
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The first phase of The Welcome Building and surrounding 
landscape at Royal Horticultural Society gardens, Wisley, 
Surrey has transformed the experience for visitors to the 
gardens with buildings including a spacious arrivals hall, 
café, shop, plant centre and a 100 seat restaurant. There 
are now three large car/coach parks including Blue Badge 
scheme easy access bays for visitors in park two. 

One hundred metres of Hauraton RECYFIX® PRO 100 
channel system, fitted with FIBRETEC® C250, 9mm 
HEELSAFE slot gratings, was used by groundwork sub-
contractor GPB Construction Ltd to drain the asphalted 
Blue Badge parking bays for visitors. The channels were 
installed between the bays and the path leading to the 
entrance of the new arrivals hall. 

The material, PA-GF used to make the FIBRETEC® grating, 
was especially developed by Hauraton; the tough, UV 
resistant, fibre reinforced moulding offers high stability 
and huge strength for its weight. Complying with loading 
category Class C250 (BSEN 1433) the grating can easily 
take the weight of cars and commercial delivery vehicles. 

The design is a real innovation as its non-corrosive 
material provides a visually appealing surface finish that 
retains its black colour. 

The FIBRETEC® C250 HEELSAFE slot grating was specifically 
designed by Hauraton R&D engineers to enhance the flow 
of water into the channel. The slots are super smooth, 
elliptical openings with the moulded bars having slightly 
raised triangular bosses 
along their outside edges. 

As well as providing an 
elegant appearance, the 
feature ensures surface 
water is directed into the 
slots. This configuration 
also helps eliminate any 
cross-flow over the grating. 

The RECYFIX® PRO 100 
channel component is 
made from 100% recycled polypropylene (PP). The six 
sizes offered are 160mm wide and range in height from 
75mm to 250mm with the FIBRETEC® grating factory 
fitted on all models.  As the largest unit is only 5.8kg, the 
channelling is easily handled and quickly installed on site.  
www.drainage-projects.co.uk

Hauraton Channels Drain 
Blue Badge scheme Parking 
Bays At RHs Wisley

stelrad Radiators Turn up 
The Heat At forth Valley 
College In scotland

Forth Valley College is one of Scotland’s 
leading providers of education and 
training delivering more than 750 courses 
from its main campuses in Alloa, Falkirk 
and Stirling. It is recognised throughout 
the UK and beyond for its innovative, 
creative approach to learning and 
teaching. This equips its students with 
the skills and experience they need to 
develop their careers.   

The Falkirk Campus opened in 2020 and 
comprises an impressive modern building 
offering an excellent environment for 
learning. Included in this new campus was 
a well-designed heating system to ensure 
students and staff were comfortable at 
all times of the year. Key to the heating 
system was the use of Stelrad radiators 
throughout the campus – a mix of more 
than 300 Stelrad Planar radiators –– both 
horizontal and vertical models – alongside 
40 Concord Lo-Line floor mounted 
radiators and several of Stelrad’s best-
selling range of low surface temperature 
radiators.  

Said Stelrad’s Head of Marketing, Chris 
Harvey,  “we have seen our radiators 

selected for an 
increasing number 
of large-scale, 
education related 
projects in schools, 
colleges and 
universities across the 
UK in the past couple 
of years.  We’re seeing our 
vertical radiators chosen more often to 
provide effective heating, but with the 
additional aesthetic aims of maximising 
on the visual appearance of the radiators. 
And the use of our LST range where safety 
is the prime concern and there is a need 
for a ‘safe to touch’ option is the icing on 
the cake in this project.”  
www.stelrad.com
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MAgPLy A1 BOARDs sELECTED fOR fIT OuT 
Of LONDON APARTMENTs

One of the UK’s premier housebuilders has switched to 
specifying Magply boards as part of the wall construction, 
within the exterior elevations for an apartment development 
in Royal Warwick Square, a prime West London location.  With 
work near to completion, Watford based PIB Contractors has 
been installing the Magply boards as ‘pattresses’ or backing 
blocks for fixings, within the light gauge steel wall panels.

The pattresses are sized and positioned in line with a pre-
designed layout: facilitating the hanging of fixtures and 
fittings like shelves, radiators and kitchen units. Backed by 
BDA Agreement certification, Magply MgO boards present 
a fire-safe and environmentally friendly alternative to 
conventional plywood or OSB products. Additionally, the unique production process 
keeps the chloride content to just 0.01%, enhancing both stability and long-term 
durability. 

The different thicknesses of panel are also widely used as a substrate board for the 
direct application of proprietary render systems, as well as for flooring and flat or 
pitched roof build-ups.     www.magply.co.uk

sTATE-Of-THE-ART COLLEgE 
TO BENEfIT fROM 
suPERIOR AIRTIgHTNEss

The superior airtightness performance qualities of the 
Wraptite® air barrier system from the A. Proctor Group 
will enhance a new state-of-the-art development at St 
Dunstan’s College - a co-educational independent school 
in Catford, London. A vital element of the design and 
construction is to maximise the energy efficiency of the 
new buildings. 

The inclusion of Wraptite within the facade will ensure 
“as-designed” performance, narrowing the gap between 
as-designed and actual energy performance and reducing 
the likelihood of potential failures to meet required 
airtightness levels. Wraptite is a self-adhesive breather 
membrane applied externally, quickly and efficiently as 
part of the rainscreen system. 

The self-adhesive Wraptite membrane fully bonds directly 
to the substrate, requiring no mechanical attachment 
and little seals or tapes to suppress air leakage around 
junctions or penetrations. Wraptite combines the critical 
properties of vapour permeability and airtightness in 
one self-adhering membrane, providing high levels of 
protection to the building fabric beneath the cladding. 
www.proctorgroup.com

The sky Is The Limit for The 
Riverside Museum, glasgow, 
With The Help Of Bilco uK
Housing the Glasgow Museum of Transport, one of the UK’s 
foremost transport and technology collections, the Riverside 
Museum reflects Glasgow’s historic role as a centre of 
shipbuilding, train manufacturing and engineering.  Previously 
located in a former tram depot on the Glasgow South Side, the 

Transport Museum’s exhibits 
have moved to The Riverside 
Museum, designed by 
renowned architect, Zaha 
Hadid. 

The museum’s iconic and 
beautiful design dominates 
its riverside location, whilst 
paying homage to the 
heritage of its surroundings. 
Crucial to the museum’s 
flowing design is its roof, 
which curves and undulates 

and continues around the east and west sides of the building 
to constitute the majority of the external structure.  Silver-grey 
zinc panels complete the effect, placing the building firmly in the 
context of the River Clyde. 

As part of the roof construction, Bilco UK was commissioned to 
manufacture and supply a E-50TB Roof Access Hatch, in addition 
to two ESW-50REM Smoke Vents, to meet strict requirements 
for convenient access and building safety regulations. Both the 
roof access hatch and smoke vents were custom-designed to 
unique specifications by Bilco UK’s in house team and clad in 
zinc to create a seamless, aesthetic  finish with the museum’s 

distinctive roof. Expertly engineered to meet the requirements 
of Manual Handling Regulations, the E-50TB Roof Access Hatch 
allows for regular and convenient maintenance by facilitating 
easy one-handed operation. 

The Access Hatch will enable engineers with small tools to safely 
access the roof to conduct essential maintenance, whilst its 
overlapping cover design, fully welded corners and insulated 
cover ensure both weather tightness and energy efficiency to 
deliver the highest standards of longevity for the museum.  

Specified to ensure strict adherence with relevant fire safety 
regulations, the two ESW-50REM Smoke Vents open to 140 
degrees in the event of a fire within 60 seconds, guaranteeing 
the highest standards in fire safety and allowing for the venting 
of smoke, heat and noxious gases in the event of a fire.  Open to 
Glasgow to the North and the Clyde to the South, the museum’s 
interior is complex, inviting visitors to snake their way around 
the various exhibits.  www.bilcouk.co.uk
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A new hospice building in the Midlands has shone 
the spotlight on Sto’s ability to provide an integrated 
package of proven insulation products. The company’s 
StoTherm Classic M system was specified for the new 
Day Hospice building at Mary Stevens Hospice in 
Stourbridge. 

Sto products were originally used on the extension and 
refurbishment of an In-Patient Unit, which represented 
Phase One of the hospice’s ongoing development. 
This building subsequently went on to win two RIBA 
architectural awards in 2015.  The new Day Hospice 
building represents Phase Two of the project, and was 
designed by KKE Architects of Worcester. 

The StoTherm Classic M external wall insulation system 
features EPS insulation boards and entirely cement-
free components that provide an impact resistance of 
60 joules, which is up to 10 times greater than other 
comparable options. It carries BBA certification, and 
its efficient single-leaf construction delivers excellent 

thermal performance. Sto-Rotofix Mini mechanical 
fixings were used to install the insulation at the 
hospice. These feature a unique helical construction 
which allows for rapid fixing of the insulation boards, 
but also permits them to be easily adjusted so that a 
seamless façade can be created ready for rendering.  

The fixings are stronger, quicker to install, and have 
better levelling capabilities with fewer components 
than most comparable systems. The façade surfaces 
were then finished with StoSilco silicone resin render. 

This provides high levels of water repellence and 
protection against harsh and damp weather conditions, 
and its excellent CO2 and water vapour permeability 
characteristics increase the rate of moisture transfer 
to encourage the wall to breathe. It is available in over 
750 colours included in the StoSilco Render Range. 
www.sto.co.uk

Hospice Project Receives 
Outstanding Insulation solution 
from sto

Pictures courtesy of The AMG Group

Property developers Golden Eye Group, augmented their latest residential 
development with a high-end exterior finish incorporating a rainwater system 
from Yeoman Rainguard. With a mantra of “a quality finish that will stand the test 
of time” Golden Eye ensured that quality was reflected not only internally but for 
all parts of the external building envelope too. 

As part of the function and design criteria of the house façade, Yeoman Rainguard 
were able to provide a sophisticated, quality rainwater system to fulfil technical 
and aesthetic requirements. To dovetail into the contemporary look, Yeoman 
Rainguard SL Aluminium gutters and downpipes were chosen. The 75 x 75 mm 
flush-fit SL Aluminium downpipes provided a modern clean line coupled with 125 
x 100 mm MOG gutter. Aluminium Fascia and Soffits from Yeoman Rainguard’s new 
Squareline range were fitted to complement the sleek lines. 

All were finished in a smooth RAL 7022 Grey colour to perfectly match the 
shade of the windows and doors. The aluminium products give a hardwearing, 
maintenance free lifecycle of 30 years or more, making this recyclable material 
both an ecologically and economically sound choice. The rainwater system was 
installed by Yeoman Rainguard’s experienced installer, ensuring the perfect finish. 
www.rainguard.co.uk

yeoman Rainguard 
Crowning glory On High 
End Development



DRU DESIGNER GAS FIRES ARE THE INSPIRING AND PRACTICAL SOLUTION
FOR NEW BUILD, SELF BUILD AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS.

No chimney – no problem 

Balanced flue technology means the fires can be installed 
adjacent to any outside facing wall.

Realistic flames 

DRU burner technology delivers high, realistic flames with 
beautiful glowing embers.

The latest gas fire technology 

Smart app controls and extended flue systems ensure ease of 
use and flexibility of installation.

Huge choice of designs, sizes and formats

There are over 60 models with single-sided, 2 and 3 sided, 
tunnel and freestanding options.

The green solution 

All fires are Ecodesign ready with impressive energy labels 
and high efficiency. 

DRU has over 200 approved dealers throughout the UK and 
our own national technical support team. 

To book a consultation, please email: info@drufire.co.uk or 
call 0161 793 8700.

INSPIRATION, APPLICATION, 
SOLUTION!

DRUFIRE.COM
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