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Always in tune with your style
a comprehensive range of rainwater systems to accommodate
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Flexible Installation Options With Kaldewei’s 
Cayonoplan Shower Surface

Kaldewei’s Cayonoplan offers the perfect answer when it 
comes to designing a nearly flat shower solution.
The enamelled Cayonoplan shower surface adapts to 
many different structural requirements. For instance, if 
adequate height is available it can be installed at floor 
level. Where the bathroom does not allow for this the 
shower surface can be quickly and easily installed directly 
on top of the floor tiles.
Thanks to 19 different dimensions, its laterally-positioned 
waste outlet and ultra flat tray support for the easiest 
possible assembly, the Cayonoplan is the ideal solution 
available in a generous range of sizes. Also available in 
matt shades from the Coordinated Colours Collection.
All Kaldewei steel enamel bathroom solutions are 100% 
recyclable and are supplied with a 30 year guarantee.
www.kaldewei.co.uk

Hospital Corridor Walls Protected 
By Yeoman Shield

A busy access corridor linking one wing to 
another at a major Yorkshire Hospital now 
benefits from a wall protection system 
supplied and installed by Yeoman Shield.  
200mm Protection Rail was fitted “flat-
back” to the wall on one side of the access 
way with FalmouthEx Wall Protection Panels 
installed below the rail. Rubber stop ends/
returns were applied to the rail as added 
defence against heavily laden trolleys and 
carts that may come into contact. 
The opposing wall was also offered 
protection by the same Yeoman Shield 
200mm Protection Rail this time installed 
on 60mm “stand-off” allowing the system 
to become a supportive rail for those who 
require it.  The rail was again finished with 
the durable hardwearing rubber accessories. 
Matching 75 x 75 mm Corner Protection 
Angles were put on vulnerable corners on 
both sides of the walkway completing a 
comprehensive wall protection system that 
will help to reduce the time and money 
spent on redecoration and repair over the 
lifecycle of the building. 
www.yeomanshield.com  

JS Air 
Curtains 
Fit In At 
1Rebel 
Gym

JS Air Curtains has recently supplied two Rund air 
curtains to 1Rebel boutique gym in Victoria, London. 
Described as a “Ride studio like no other” the 1Rebel gym 
at Victoria fuses amazing sound systems and lighting 
with a full body bike workout.

With two entrances into its reception, the building 
was suffering from a wind-tunnel effect and wanted to 
eliminate the draught to maintain a comfortable internal 
temperature for staff and customers. The nightclub-like 
gym needed an air curtain system to match its vibrant 
contemporary style.

JS Air Curtains’ Rund air curtain was chosen by architects 
as its cylindrical design perfectly complements the 
industrialised and futuristic interior, and could be 
suspended with inverted goal-post like supports. The 
units were installed by mechanical contractors, TMI 
Mechanical Limited, who also provided the ceiling 
mounted suspension arms.

Nina Shadi, General Manager and trainer at 1Rebel UK, 
commented, “Since the air curtains have been installed, 
we’ve noticed a considerable improvement in the internal 
environment. We no longer experience the draughts 
through our wide doorways and the temperature is much 
more pleasant.”

The Rund air curtain has rounded casing that comes in 
white or silver as standard but can be supplied in any 
RAL colour or with a brushed stainless steel finish. It can 

be suspended horizontally above a doorway, as it is at 
1Rebel, or vertically at the sides of an entrance. When 
mounted horizontally, it has many different suspension 
options, including goal post-like arms fitted to the floor, 
wall or ceiling. 

Low noise, centrifugal double inlet fans are driven by 
an external rotor motor. The powerful fans are capable 
of providing enough airflow to create an effective seal 
across doorways up to 4.2m high or 8.4m wide, when 
mounted vertically at each side.

The 1Rebel gym at Victoria is part of the 1Rebel group 
which has six locations across London. It offers three 
pay-per-session fitness concepts of either Reshape 
(treadmill and weights), Ride (bike / nightclub experience) 
or Rumble (high intensity boxing training). The new 
concept in boutique fitness was designed by Giles Dean 
and James Balfour, son of previous Fitness First owner 
Mike Balfour.

JS Air Curtains, the UK’s leading air curtain specialist, 
supply an extensive range of air curtains for all 
commercial and industrial applications. You can find 
out more by visiting the company’s website at www.
jsaircurtains.com.
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Sto Helps Create Innovative Design For 
Icon Outlet At The O2
An integrated package of external wall insulation and render from Sto 
has been used to insulate an impressive architectural design featured 
on a major new London shopping mall. The Sto materials were chosen 
to insulate and finish the ‘wave-themed’ wall and ceiling design which 
now forms the centrepiece of ICON Outlet at the world-famous The O2. 

“We needed to specify a high-quality insulation system that 
could provide the required degree of thermal insulation, and still 
accommodate the complex surfaces and angles of the ‘wave’ design 
which covers large parts of the walls and ceiling,” explains Nathmya 
Saffarini of CallisonRTKL architects. “We were looking to create a 
vibrant atmosphere and use state-of-the-art materials throughout, so 
it was important that the insulation solution we chose was compatible 
with those requirements.”

“This was an unusual project as the shopping mall includes ‘indoor 
streets’ interspersed with open spaces, and is roofed over,” comments 
Matt Mooney of Novo Facades who installed the Sto insulation solution. 

“The O2 sits on the bank of the Thames, so the insulation and render 
finish had to be completed to external standards to protect against 
the moisture-laden atmosphere and the effects of any temperature 
fluctuations which this location could cause.” “All the surfaces involved 
were curved rather than straight, and we had to accommodate these 
while still working to very tight tolerances over long distances. We 

liaised very closely with the architect to create the final system, and 
with Sto who provided great technical support throughout.  The 
aluminium sub-construction of the Sto insulation system provided all 
the flexibility we required and helped us complete a very challenging 
project with great success.”

The Sto system specified for the majority of the project was the 
StoVentec R ventilated rainscreen cladding system. This features an 
adjustable aluminium mounting grid which creates a cavity between 
the facade and the render carrier board. This is partially filled with 
mineral fibre insulation to provide highly effective thermal insulation 
and fire protection, while still protecting the wall by keeping it dry and 
allowing it to breathe.  The StoVentec carrier boards are very flexible, 
do not expand or contract with temperature change, and butt jointed 
with no risk of cracking.

StoTherm Mineral external wall insulation was applied to other areas 
of the building. This system uses mineral fibre boards to provide 
unrivalled thermal insulation and fire-resistance. Both Sto systems 
were then finished with StoSilco K, a high-performance silicone resin 
render which provides excellent water repellence. StoSilco K is an ideal 
facade finish for applications such as this where the finish required is 
visually attractive, whilst also providing protection against weathering 
and damp.   www.sto.co.uk

Benif Interior Film Fit For Purpose For 
Bannatyne Health Clubs

Bannatyne Health Clubs, founded by Dragons 
Den favourite Duncan Bannatyne, is the 
largest independent chain of health clubs in 
the UK.
As part of their social responsibility 
programme, the company looked at ways at 
how they could refurbish lockers, counter 
tops, bars, washroom walls and doors instead 
of simply scrapping them and sending to 
landfill.
Benif Interior Film from David Clouting 
provided the perfect solution. Manufactured 
by LG Hausys, Benif is a self-adhesive, 
architectural film that can be quickly and 
easily applied to almost any interior surface.
For this project, specialist contractors T6 used a range of Benif Interior Film designs and finishes to cover the surfaces which even 
included ceramic tiled walls. The refurbishment, part of an ongoing roll out across the clubs, was achieved without any major 
operational disruption to the business, and the results were both visually pleasing, cost effective and practical thanks to the Benif’s 
low maintenance requirements and longevity of performance. With over 400 Benif designs and finishes to choose from, walls, 
doors, paneling, skirting and architrave can be quickly refurbished without the need for costly replacements. Benif Interior Film has 
CE and IMO Certification.  
www.davidclouting.co.uk

Unique Argento™ From COMPAC, 
Evoking The Colours Of Nature

Unique Argento™, is part of the Unique 
Collection from COMPAC -  a stunning 
range of quartz worksurfaces featuring 
designs inspired by the textures, beauty 
and durability of nature’s rivers, forests, 
lakes and mountains. Featuring a luxurious 
grey surface evoking the colours of 
weather- worn rock, silvery bark and ash 
interwoven with a subtle vein of white light 
to form a truly inspiring worksurface – 
that’s Unique Argento™.
Available in a polished finish that intensifies 
its surface colours or a glacé finish 
providing a smooth soft sensation to the 
touch, Unique Argento™ will transform 
spaces in the home or workplace into 
something extraordinary.
COMPAC’s Unique Collection, benefits 
from the company’s renowned innovative 
engineering skills which ensures a virtually 
zero porosity surface which is easy to clean 
and maintain and will continue to perform 
and retain its elegance and beauty for a 
lifetime of use.  www.compac.es
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The Quiet Fun Solution

The London Gunnnersbury Park Museum is 
a perfect example of how high-performance 
acoustic solutions can solve the problem of noise 
in public and leisure places. As design trends 
continue towards minimal furniture and hard 
surfaces, it becomes increasingly important to 
reconcile aesthetics with personal comfort.
As part of its Heritage Lottery Funded 
redevelopment, London’s once-neglected 
Gunnersbury Park Museum has been 
transformed. 
It now boasts new gallery and learning spaces 
as well as a brand-new exhibit telling the stories 
of local people. A new addition to the Regency 
Mansion is the pavilion, originally designed to 
house both the catering facilities and horse-
drawn carriages that are a large part of the 
Park’s heritage. 
When considering its redesign, the architects wanted to create a space that would provide a hub for the Park. It needed to be a space that 
emotionally connected with visitors to the Museum and regular users of the Park. 
With this in mind, the designers decided to specify Troldtekt panels. With their natural look and feel and acoustic properties, they were the 
ideal solution for the ceiling. It allowed them to use harder surface materials elsewhere to suit the architecture of the pavilion. 
Path Design says, “We needed to ensure that we addressed what could be a relatively hard interior because of the heavy floors we needed for 
high traffic catering and the predominantly glazed elevations. As such, we looked to soften acoustically the space to reduce the background 
noise generated by the open kitchen and coffee machines, along with the general noise created by visitors.”    www.troldtekt.co.uk

G.E.C Anderson Gives Unique 
Performance At Historic London 
Cultural Venue

The conclusion of a far-reaching and detailed 
refurbishment contract within the country’s 
oldest purpose-built cultural entertainment 
venue has included the installation of custom 
designed stainless steel units and worktop, 
supplied and installed by G.E.C Anderson for the 
food preparation area.  
The project at the historic Blackheath Halls in 
Lee Road, South-East London, has been carried 
out by the equally long established Sykes and 
Son on behalf of the operating company, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the Trinity Laban 
Conservatoire of Music and Dance. The scope of 

the work included the redevelopment of the Great Hall, bar and box office/foyer areas.    With such construction work as electrical rewiring, 
plumbing and plastering completed, G.E.C Anderson’s project management team carried out a precise survey of the food preparation area, 
located to one at the North end of the main bar, in order for the design and fabrication process to commence.  
While many clients choose to make use of G.E.C Anderson’s standard ranges of sinks and other sanitaryware, the conservation 
considerations to the work within Blackheath Halls required a bespoke solution.  The sector specialist manufacturer’s workshops duly 
produced a set of three base cabinets in stainless steel, and a single-piece L-shaped stainless steel work-surface with integral sink and 
splashbacks.  
Such custom made installations offer a pristine appearance that is ideal for such public facing applications, while helping establishments 
maintain an efficient cleaning regime essential in achieving the high standards of hygiene essential in commercial premises.      
www.gecanderson.co.uk

Salice enjoyed a very successful Interzum 2019, 
where they exhibited their range of furniture fittings 
for kitchens, bedrooms and bathrooms. Boasting 
an impressive new stand, where creatively designed 
room settings provided the ideal platform for Salice to 
showcase their industry leading product range. 

Visitors were able to take their first look at the newly-
launched EvoLift opening system.  Available in four 
design options; a single door flap, folding door, parallel 
opening door or swing opening door, the stylish EvoLift 
offers two strength types dependent on the door 
dimensions and weight, a wide range of adjustment, 
and is compatible with wooden and alu-framed doors 
and has neatly designed covers in white or titanium 
finish. 

As testimony to SALICE’S lead in innovation, EvoLift is 
a highly adjustable mechanical system, which enables 
the vast majority of doors to be moved with a single 
system at one side of the cabinet.   
The stand also featured some stunning displays of the 
Salice’s new Excessories range of bedroom accessories 
– clothes-hangers, jewellery boxes, watch tidies, 

hanging rail, shelves, storage boxes – all hand made 
in Italy of  the finest materials – wood, leather, linen 
and metal.  Not only did the Excessories range receive 
admiration from visitors to the stand, but it caught the 
eye of the judging panel, made up of several of the 
most influencial international architects and designers, 
resulting in it being presented with the Interzum 
Award: Intelligent Material & Design 2019 ‘Best of the 
Best’ in the component category.

Walter Gosling of SALICE said “Interzum 2019 proved 
to be our best show yet with a great level of interest 
shown across our new and existing product range. Our 
stunning new exhibition stand design certainly enticed 
visitors, and with the room settings showcasing the 
products ‘in-situ’, it was made very easy for our team 
to fully demonstrate the many benefits of partnering 
with Salice”.
www.saliceuk.co.uk

Salice 
Celebrate 
An 
Exceptional 
Interzum 
2019
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Fenestration 
That Offers 
Fire And 
Smoke 
Protection

Aluminium remains the most widely specified 
material for commercial windows, doors and 
curtain wall so it should come as no surprise that 
leading European systems company, Aluprof, offer a 
comprehensive range of fire rated systems.

Until a few years ago, material choices were limited 
to timber and steel systems, but with advances in 
design and materials, aluminium framed products 
are now quickly becoming the specifiers choice. 
Aluprof have designed each of their fire rated 
products to perfectly complement their standard 
systems. 

So, for any part 
of any screen, 
window, door 
or curtain wall 
aluminium framing 
can be fire rated 
and can still retain 
the slim sight 
lines of standard 
systems.  Some 
solutions are 
unique to the 
industry and 
available only from 
Aluprof such as the 
fire rated, capless silicon joint curtain wall system, 
MB SR50NEI EFEKT tested to EI60 class.

Aluprof’s technical brochure entitled, 'Fire Rated 
and Smoke Exhaust Systems', explains in detail each 

product and rating. Aluprof systems offer some of 
the highest fire protection ratings in Europe, some 
reaching EI120 - that's two hours fire and smoke 
protection.  Each system has been tested according 
to UK industry standards with various specialist 
glasses and most are fully covered by the UK's 
'Certifire' certificate of approval.

The company’s fire rated MB-60E EI system offers 
a cost effective solution for fire doors. With just a 
60mm frame depth, the MB-60E EI can achieve a 
fire resistance class of EI15 or a EI30 according to 
DIN EN 13501-2 + A1. Complete with polyamide 
thermal breaks, the door system is ideal for use in 
both external or internal applications. Door sets can 
be manufactured with both fixed lights and opening, 
single or double doors, to create extensive screen 
assemblies.

For specification flexibility, the MB-60E EI door can 
be specified with glazing thicknesses of between 
5 to 41 mm and can be manufactured up to 2,300 
x 1,300 mm in size per door leaf.  Being fully 
compatible with Aluprof ‘MB’ systems, specifiers do 
not have to sacrifice constant sight-lines between 
fire rated areas and normal glazing requirements.

The competitively priced MB-60E EI system joins a 
wide range of windows, doors, screens and curtain 
wall systems which can achieve ratings of up to  
EI60.  Aluprof also offer a comprehensive RIBA 
approved CPD for specifiers titled ‘The Use of Glazed 
Screens to Control the Spread of Smoke and Fire in 
Buildings’.

Bringing together more than eight decades 
of technical industry experience, fire glass 
experts Pyroguard have completed an 
ambitious testing programme in partnership 
with Aluprof a new, cost-efficient, non-
insulated, slimline fire-resistant glazing system 
for the UK and European market.

Following two years of collaboration, the new 
MB-45EW framing system has been developed 
and rigorously tested for applications where 
non-insulated screens and doors are required.  
A first for the UK market, the slim system 
exceeds the current ratings of E30 and 
EW requirements with additional radiation 
reduction.  Suitable for internal applications, 
the framing system also offers a smoke-proof 
screen arrangement with doors, compliant 
with EN13502-2.  Pyroguard Integrity Plus 
glass is the first fire glazing tested and 
certified for the new system delivering El 15 
and EW30 fire performance along with 1B1 
impact protection.

Wojciech Brozyna, Managing Director at 
Aluprof UK, commented:  “As we strive to 
deliver a solution which is effective, cost-
efficient and aesthetically pleasing to suit the 
needs of specifiers today, we had to overcome 
several challenges.  The expertise of Pyroguard 
has been invaluable and by combining our 
efforts throughout the testing phase we have 
created a solution which exceeds current 
safety requirements to deliver advanced 
protection.”

“Glazing often plays a vital role in modern 
buildings, but meeting functional safety 
requirements needn’t come at the expense 
of aesthetics,” says Vince Crook, Technical 
Director at Pyroguard.  “By collaborating 
with Aluprof, we’ve been able to develop a 
fully-accredited and certified framing solution 
which utilises the key characteristics of our 
high-performing products – namely design 
and 1B1-classified impact protection, in 

addition to essential EI 15 and EW30 safety 
requirements.”

In what is believed to be a first for the 
industry, the cap-less, fire rated curtain wall 
system MB-SR50N EI EFKT has recently been 
specified on a refurbishment development 

in Manchester.  The project, known as ‘The 
Core’, is located at 24-30 Brown Street in 
Manchester city centre.

Originally built in the mid-1980s as the 
headquarters for law firm Halliwells, the 
building, also formerly known as St James’s 
Court, has been given an £8 million overhaul 
to replace the facade and re-fit the internals.  
The Core comprises 48,000 sq.ft of office 
space over six floors including a new 7,500 
sq.ft roof-top extension.  It is this new upper 
floor that proved a challenge for the architects 
PRP as the planners insisted on parts of the 
new facade would need to be fire rated due 
to the proximity of other buildings and future 
developments.

A fire rating of EI60 was required on part of 
the new cap-less, curved glass facade on the 
top floor.  Aluprof’s new system, MB-SR50N 
EI efekt, enabled the architect to have a cap-
less fire rated system whilst at the same time 
seamlessly blending in with areas which did 
not require a fire rating.  Dan Holden of facade 
specialists Casu Consulto who designed and 
installed the facade takes up the story, “We 
were going down the route of a steel system 
for this project until we were introduced to 
this new system by Aluprof.  To achieve a 
cap-less fire rated curtain wall system is a big 
development for the industry, but to be able 
to have the fire rated system on one side of a 
mullion and non-fire rated on the other side in 
a seamless transition, is truly impressive.”

With the old heavy red brick facade removed 
and window openings made much larger, the 

new office development has been finished to 
shell to allow tenants to customise their space, 
following the trend for more individually 
designed workspaces.  The central light-well 
has been opened up and windows enlarged to 
further add light into all floors.

The project team for the refurbishment, 
managed by OBI, included PRP Architects, 
Russells Construction, Tier Consult as 
structural engineer, and REDS, M&E advisor.

Serving the whole of the UK and Ireland, 
Aluprof UK’s head office and warehouse 
facility is located in Altrincham, Cheshire.  
Aluprof systems are increasingly being 
specified on a wide range of residential and 
commercial projects across the UK.  Systems 
are designed, fabricated and installed by 
selected, specially trained local companies, 
to ensure each fabricated product meets 
Aluprof’s exacting standards. 

Further information is available on the 
company’s website at www.aluprof.co.uk and 
specialist advice is available directly from 
Aluprof’s UK head offices on +44 (0) 161 941 
4005 or from their London office, based at the 
Business Design Centre, Islington, on +44 (0) 
207 288 6415.
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A high specification security window 
that also respects the external 
appearance of heritage and historic 
buildings has been launched by 
Crittall Fendor. The SwingVent 
Heritage window acknowledges 
the fact that many NHS and private 
healthcare providers occupy 
buildings that were designed and 
built in the Victorian era. 

In many cases these beautiful 
buildings are listed and altering 
or upgrading them so as to meet 
modern care requirements is 
challenging as local planners retain 
strict control on matters concerning 
external appearance. However, 
where the medical facility is one 
caring for people with mental health 
problems the windows need to be 
both extra safe and secure. 

The modern security window, 
that also meets current energy 
requirements, is popular in new build 
projects but is unsuited to older facades.  In order to remedy this Crittall Fendor has combined the qualities of the thermally broken steel 
framed T60 window specified extensively on heritage buildings with their very successful SwingVent. The T60 provides a traditional steel 
window external appearance while the inner SwingVent window presents the full range of special safety and security features. 

These include an anti-ligature flush internal frame so as to help prevent attempts at self-harm. Patients can control their own level of 
ventilation through a specially designed ventilator with a flush control mechanism that cannot be forced.  The slim steel frame maximises 
natural light and ventilation and double, triple, security grade, solar or acoustic glazing can be fitted depending on requirements. The 
window is available in top hung, side hung and fully fixed options and offers impressive U values. 

For example, SwingVent Heritage windows can achieve a U value of 1.5W/m 2 K with true divide line and as low as 1.1W/m 2 K with 
simulated divide lines and specialist thermal glass. Feedback on the SwingVent Heritage window received by Crittall Fendor from the 
Design in Mental Health Network Exhibition is very positive and the company is already talking to healthcare providers who have a need 
for this window.  www.crittall-windows.co.uk/specialist/healthcare/

Safe And 
Secure 
Windows 
With Heritage 
Appeal

Daylighting Fit For Kings
Recent redevelopment of the food court 
at Kings Mall Shopping centre, on a five-
acre site in London’s Hammersmith area, 
exposed  up some interesting and complex 
challenges. 

As part of the ongoing development, the 
new residential apartments above the 
shopping centre were being adversely 
affected by light pollution and lack of 
privacy from visitors looking through the 
food court atrium. 

To solve this problem, owners and 
developers Schroders decided to install 
Kalwall translucent cladding around 
the whole of the atrium. This screened 
the external courtyard above, thereby 
mitigating the issues around privacy, 
while maintaining the maximum levels of 
interior daylight. Installed in a Verti-Kal 
pattern, the Kalwall panels complement the 

industrial feel of the redevelopment and 
its hard concrete and stone surfaces, while 
providing several benefits for shoppers and 
residents alike. 

This project perfectly illustrates the 
advantages of Kalwall over traditional 
glazing. Here it offers complete line-of-
sight protection, maintaining privacy for 
the residents and controlling light pollution, 
while bathing the interior with diffused 
daylighting, regardless of the weather. 

The panels are lightweight but very durable 
with excellent resistance to impact and 
scratching. They are also vandal resistant 
with good protection against windborne 
debris. 

In addition, Kalwall’s insulating properties 
mean that U-values down to 0.28 can be 
achieved while daylight is driven deeper 

into the interior space below, thereby 
reducing energy costs for both artificial 
lighting and temperature control.

The exterior face is colour stable and 
includes a UV resistant, self-cleaning 
surface. This means that normal rainfall 
helps to keep the surface free of dust 
and dirt while at the same time retaining 
the original colour during the weathering 
process. 

All this helps to reduce the costs of 
maintenance and cleaning.Case studies and 
technical information are available from 
Structura UK Ltd on tel: 01233 501 504 or 
by visiting www.structura-uk.com/kalwall
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Corridors 
Refreshed 
With 
Yeoman 
Shield Wall 
& Door 
Protection

Following in the footsteps of a string of successful 
installations at the Northern General Hospital, 
Sheffield, Yeoman Shield products were again chosen 
as part of the refurbishment of the hospital’s Firth C & 
D floor corridors. With the need to refresh the interior 
walls and doors, as well as future proof them from 
further damage and marking, a variety of products 
from Yeoman Shield’s range were employed.

Corridor doors, on the frontline when it comes to 
impact damage, were fitted out with Yeoman Shield 
Door Edge Protectors and PVCu clad glazing beads 
in a graphite colour. Contrasting Mid Grey Door 
Protection Panels were installed to both sides of the 
doors with vulnerable architrave and framework also 
protected by Yeoman Shield products. 

This comprehensive, fire rated, door protection 
system will extend the life cycle of expensive fire 
doors helping to keep them in good working order. 
Yeoman Shield Guardian Handrails in the same colour 
scheme were fitted along the hospital passageways. 
Bespoke metal brackets were manufactured by 
Yeoman Shield to implement the spanning of the rail 
over pillars through out a glazed corridor.

Beneath the handrail 2mm thick FalmouthEx Wall 
Protection Panels were fixed to offer low level 
protection. A cream colour was chosen for the panels 
accompanied by Mid Grey Corner Protection Angles to 
keep a light and airy feel to the scheme.

Pete Trenchard, who specified and project managed 
the scheme on behalf of Sheffield Teaching Hospitals 
added “When carrying out improvements and 
refurbishment of the corridors, in line with the STH 
standard colour scheme and standard fit out, I was 
keen to incorporate the Yeoman Shield range of 
products to achieve a long-term solution.

“The specification of Yeoman Shield products on 
corridor walls, vulnerable corners, doors, frames 
& architraves, protects the fabric of the corridors 
without detracting from the visible aesthetic 
appearance expected of a hospital environment. I 
worked closely with the Yeoman Shield team through 
the design and specification phase, drawing on their 
expertise to find a cost-effective fit for purpose 
solution. The site survey and installation offered a 
start to finish package which has been contributory 
to the successful and well received outcome of the 
project”.

For information on Yeoman Shield wall & door 
protection products suitable for refurbishment 
projects go to www.yeomanshield.com or call 0113 
279 5854.

A shining addition to the skyline of suburban London, the landmark 
Sutton Point mixed use scheme has completed involving FGS’s façade 

design, 
manufacture 
and installation 
services 
across its 
three towers. 
FGS installed 
WICONA 
WITEC 50 
aluminium 
curtain wall 
system which 
was specified 
for the top 

floors of each tower to provide the main feature glazing with spandrel 
glass and vision with glass to glass corners. For the hotel front, a 
curved structurally glazed screen over seven floors was specified. For 
the residential, office, retail and health and fitness accommodation, 
glazing products used included COOL-LITE SKN 165 glass with a solar 
control coating to reduce heat transfer without compromising light 
transmittance; and STADIP PROTECT, laminated safety glass which 
retains some residual strength when broken.  
FGS also provided and installed WICONA WICSLIDE 160 lifting sliding 
doors and WICLINE 75 EVO windows with seven-metre-high curtain wall 
screens providing a clean, professional finish to the project.
www.fgs-uk.co.uk

FGS Façades Provide Enhanced Aesthetics For 
Suburban London Mixed Use Scheme

Aerospace company Blue Origin’s vast new 70,000 square metre 
factory in Kennedy Space Centre's Exploration Park in Florida is now 
manufacturing ‘Glenn’ rockets for launches at Cape Canaveral 10 miles 
away. In addition, it is expected that the factory's upper-level spaces will 
be used as launch control for the space vehicles including those recently 
announced for the new manned missions to the moon. 

The Blue Origin building features specially-designed Kalwall® translucent 
cladding which has been used across the top of the building in a 
clerestory design. Manufactured with a bespoke face sheet to match the 
corporate colour scheme, 100’s square metres of Kalwall transmits high 
quality diffused daylight into the structure whilst also solving the twin 
requirements of privacy and security. 

Interestingly, the use of a bespoke coloured face sheet does not affect 
the quality of light internally. Kalwall offers complete line-of-sight 
protection, maintaining privacy for building occupants and operations 

while throwing diffused daylighting deep into the interior space. It 
also eliminates shadows and glare and the stark contrasts of light and 
shade making it safer for within. The system also enhances simplicity in 
external design by negating the need for blinds, curtains or solar control.  

In the United States, Kalwall is accepted as one of the core materials 
for the construction of secure locations. It can be configured to exceed 
Large Missile D hurricane compliance for wind-borne debris protection 
making it suitable for facilities needing enhanced protection or serving 
critical national defence functions. 

It can also be manufactured for blast resistance and is compliant with 
ASIAD, DoD, GSA anti-terrorism, ATFP and UFC. The exterior face is 
colour stable and includes a UV resistant, self-cleaning surface. This 
means that normal rainfall helps to keep the surface free of dust and dirt 
while at the same time retaining its original colour during the weathering 
process.  www.structura-uk.com/kalwall

Kalwall Rockets Away

Photo: Destination Brevard

More Companies Than Ever Compete  For Schueco 2019 
Excellence Awards

On 27th June 2019 in 
London’s prestigious 
Saatchi Gallery, just 
off the King’s Road, 
Chelsea, a large 
audience of building 
industry professionals 
gathered to celebrate 
the winning and 
commended projects 
submitted for the 
2019 Schueco 
Excellence Awards for 
Design and Innovation. 
Organised by Schueco 
UK in partnership with 
Architecture Today, 
the Excellence Awards, 
now in their sixth 
year, were set up to 
recognise outstanding 
contemporary architecture in Great Britain and Eire. 
The Overall Schueco Excellence Award went to the UCL Student 
Centre, London, by Nicholas Hare Architects, which was also the 
winner in the Education category. Positioned at the heart of UCL’s 
Bloomsbury campus, this flagship project provides 1,000 spaces for 
individual and collaborative study, a student enquiry centre and a 
café.   www.schueco.co.uk
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Multi-Sensors: 
Reducing Costs 
And Improving 
Safety
By Andy Speake, National Technical 
Manager, Aico Ltd.

Aico introduced the first mains powered 
domestic Multi-Sensor to the Smoke Alarm 
market in 2014 as a means of reducing false 
alarms and providing the best response to 
all fire types, making alarm specification and 
installation simpler in the process.  Since 
then, a range of Multi-Sensors have entered 
the domestic market and have been grow-
ing rapidly in popularity, notably in the Social 
Housing sector.

Of course, Multi-Sensors are not new: they 
have been readily available in the commercial 
market for many years, but it was thought 
their higher price point over single sensor 
alarms would price them out of the domestic 
market.  What many failed to realise is that, 
despite the added unit cost, fitting Multi-Sen-
sors has actually saved Landlords of multiple 
properties money.  

The Multi-Sensor Explained
The typical Multi-Sensor uses both Optical 
and Heat sensors within the same alarm unit, 
although other variations exist (Aico also pro-
vides a Multi-Sensor designed for the kitchen 
with Heat and Carbon Monoxide sensors, for 
example).  

Multi-Sensors vary dramatically in design, 
from basic models where there is limited 
cross evaluation of the sensor values, through 

to highly sophisticated devices featuring 
advanced algorithms to assess the variation in 
values from each sensor in order to determine 
the nature of the potential fire.  Consequently, 
their ability to detect fires whilst discern-
ing false alarm sources is a very mixed bag 
indeed.  Assuming all Multi-Sensors will 
perform to the same level would be a mistake.  
However, those more sophisticated devices 
are extremely effective at providing a quick 
response to both slow smouldering and fast 
flaming fires whilst remaining more impervious 
to kitchen fumes and contamination which are 
so often the cause of false alarms.  

Reducing False Alarms
Research carried out by the Building Research 
Establishment (BRE), in conjunction with the 
Fire Industry Association, has highlighted the 
benefits of Multi-Sensors when it comes to 
reducing false alarms.  The BRE 2018 Briefing 
Paper - ‘The performance of Multi-Sensors 
in fire and false alarm tests’ - reports on the 
findings of its testing of 35 different optical 
heat Multi-Sensors (representing the full range 
of those available in the marketplace at that 
time).  It estimates that potentially 38.1% 
of observed false alarms could have been 
reduced if Multi-Sensors had been present.  

The Briefing Paper concludes: “This research 
has shown that, the use of Multi-Sensor 

technology has the potential to reduce certain types of commonly 
encountered false alarms. However, the extent to which this can be re-
alised depends on the particular implementation of features designed to 
improve false alarm immunity. It cannot be assumed that use of simply 
any Multi-Sensor detector will impact significantly on the occurrence of 
false alarms from every form of fire-like phenomena.”

Grove Community Housing Association in Northern Ireland replaced its 
existing Smoke Alarms with Aico’s Multi-Sensors and Heat Alarms in 
more than 80% of its properties as the existing Smoke Alarms came to 
the end of their ten year life.  Denis Bleakley, Grove Community Housing 
Association General Manager, explains the decision: “We liked the Multi-
Sensor technology to reduce false alarms for us and our tenants, which 
we found was backed up by BRE research.”  Since the new Aico alarms 
have been installed, Denis states that he has not had any false alarms 
reported.  

Multi-Sensors: Cost Implica-
tions
Multi-Sensors are more 
sophisticated than single 
sensor alarms and are priced 
accordingly; however you 
are getting two alarm types 
in one and, with the more 
sophisticated models such as 
our own, there are complex 
algorithms interpreting the 
signals to get a better un-
derstanding of what is really 
happening in the immediate 
environment.

Depending on the model, 
you will probably be paying 
around 15% more per unit 
for a Multi-Sensor.  When you 

are dealing with multiple properties, that 15% is leap.  So why are so 
many Landlords, especially those in the Social Housing sector, specifying 
Multi-Sensors?  

With Multi-Sensors, Landlords are getting the best of both worlds: 
improved protection for tenants and reduced costs when you take into 
account the financial implications of reduced false alarms that Multi-
Sensors bring.

Using our own extensive experience and market knowledge, along with 
insights from a range of Registered Social Landlords across the UK, we 
have run some figures and they make for interesting reading.  Based 
on 10,000 properties where Smoke Alarms are fitted to the minimum 
category of protection, LD3, we estimate a potential saving of £101.5k 
on call out costs when compared to fitting an Optical Alarm.  That saving 
more than doubles when alarms are fitted to the medium protection cat-
egory LD2, which is increasingly being adopted following recent changes 
to BS 5839-6:2019 (the code of practice for the design, installation, 
commissioning and maintenance of fire detection and fire alarm systems 
in domestic premises) and changes to Scottish Legislation.  

We estimate that switching to quality Multi-Sensors can reduce call out 
rates by an incredible 90%, resulting in a maintenance cost saving which 
offsets the initial higher purchase cost and still provides an overall sav-
ing.

Social Housing providers are very much in tune with this.

Watford Community Housing has installed Aico Multi-Sensors and acces-
sories, wirelessly interconnected with RadioLINK+ RF technology, into its 
Abbey View and Munden View 16 storey tower blocks on the Meriden 

Estate, which recently celebrated their 50th anniversary.  They are 
part of Watford Community Housing’s property portfolio of over 5,000 
homes located across South-West Hertfordshire.

David Wright, Surveying Manager at Watford Community Housing 
explains: “We believe the products deliver the best in safety for our ten-
ants.  We are also aware of what is required from a maintenance point 
of view, helping us to minimise the time we spend in the properties.  We 
were looking to address the issue of false alarms and we believe that the 
dual aspect of this product will help to reduce nuisance alarms.”

South Cambridgeshire District Council is also using Aico mains powered 
Multi-Sensors, along with Heat and Carbon Monoxide Alarms, in its 1400 
sheltered housing properties, they are all connected to new warden 
call systems using Aico’s Ei414 Fire/Carbon Monoxide Alarm Interface.  
The Smoke Alarm systems are being installed to Category LD2, with a 
Heat Alarm in the kitchen, a Multi-Sensor in all circulation spaces and 
entrance halls and Carbon Monoxide Alarms in properties that are not 
fully electric.  

“It is imperative to specify the right product for the right situation” 
states Eddie Spicer, M & E Surveyor for South Cambridgeshire District 
Council.  “Obviously, cost is a major factor and with the introduction of 
the latest technologies in the Multi-Sensor, the lack of false alarms has 
paid dividends with lower call out rates and nuisance alarm activations.”  
South Cambridgeshire District Council is a long standing Aico customer 
and uses Aico alarms across its 5700 housing stock. 

The Multi-Sensor may only have been in the domestic market for a mere 
five years, but what an impact it has made during that short time!  So-
cial Housing providers have been quick to realise the benefits in terms of 
improved tenant safety and a reduction in false alarms and overall costs.  
With increasing evidence of the benefits of Multi-Sensors and the move 
to LD2 Smoke Alarm systems which require a higher level of protection, 
involving more alarms per property, the rise of the Multi-Sensor looks set 
to continue.

An Ei company, Aico is the Market Leader in residential Fire & Carbon 
Monoxide Alarms in the UK.  
www.aico.co.uk 
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Armourcoat 
At The Soak

Decorative specialists Armourcoat have provided 
the finishing touches to The Soak, a new bar and 
restaurant next to London’s Victoria Station with 
an all-day menu that is built around signature 
soaked flavours through fermenting, pickling, 
brining and steeping techniques.

With interior design devised by a partnership 
between creative agency CAB and interior design 
studio MAS, the grade II listed building retains 
many original features including a carved leaf 
design which is now incorporated into the bar 
interior.

Armourcoat’s Koncrete polished plaster finish 
is used to great effect on the bar front with 
recessed logo. Koncrete is an urban range of 
polished plaster colours and finishes designed 
for contemporary projects. The range offers a 
wealth of design options to achieve a distinctive 
modern look including distressed effects or 
recessed ‘shutter’ markings.

Outside the building, Armourcoat PPX has been 
used to repeat the restaurant logo design. PPX 
is a low maintenance, durable external limestone 
render system that can create stunning honed 
and textured stone like finishes for both new 
build and renovation projects.

Glh Design Team says, “The look and feel for 
The Soak has been designed to encompass the 
building’s period features and emphasise the 
incredible space we have available in this unique 
venue, and the delicate leaf interior design 
that has been used throughout is reflective of 
the beautifully carved foliage on the building’s 
Victorian heritage.”

“The space includes four distinct ‘zones’, which 
enables guests to flow throughout different 
areas of the venue seamlessly, from day to night, 
from breakfast to cocktails. We were delighted 
to work with Armourcoat on this project, and the 
use of polished plaster finishes to the entrance 
wall and bar front adds a modern twist to the 
design.”

“The team at Armourcoat have enabled us to 
make an entrance with an impact and the rough 
textured finish on The Soak logo is such an 
impressive contrast to the smooth concrete of 
the finish on the wall.”
www.armourcoat.com

Photography: © Franklin & Franklin
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Style Upgrades Law Firm’s 
Partitions Again
Style first installed DORMA moveable walls at global law firm, Mayer Brown, back 
in 2007, soon after announcing its exclusive UK partnership with DORMA.  Since 
then, the moveable walls have maintained their functionality, however after 12 
years Mayer Brown decided to update its flexible space with the latest operable 
wall technology.

Working with MCM Architecture, and contractor Overbury, Style installed two 
semi-automatic Variflex partitions and three Skyfold vertical-rising, fully automatic 
systems, both taken from the comprehensive DORMA range of operable walls.  
Mayer Brown visitors and staff now enjoy outstanding acoustic privacy between 
divided areas of 52dB Rw for the Variflex’s and 59dB Rw for the Skyfolds, ensuring 
presentations, lectures and speeches can run concurrently and undisturbed.

Mayer Brown is a distinctively global law firm, uniquely positioned to advise the 
world’s leading companies and financial institutions.  With extensive reach across 
four continents, Mayer Brown is the only integrated law firm in the world with 
approximately 200 lawyers in each of the world’s three largest financial centres - 
New York, London and Hong Kong.

“Having worked with Mayer Brown previously, it’s interesting to see the incredible 
advancements in our product range and overall proposition in the last 12 years,” 
said Julian Sargent, Style’s group managing director. “The technology in moveable 
wall solutions has really moved on, with automated systems becoming far more 
the norm.  Staff at Mayer Brown can now enjoy greater ease-of-operation when 
opening the space to cater for a large audience, or closing the walls to allow 
separate events to run in privacy.”

The DORMA Variflex moveable walls both feature glass pass doors, allowing 
natural light into the corridor when the walls are in place.  The Skyfold moveable 
walls descend effortlessly into position at the push of a button and are hidden 
in a ceiling cavity when not in use.  Each of the walls features a stylish Kvadrat 
Canvas fabric finish that complements the chic and modern interior design of the 
refurbished auditorium and the meeting rooms.     www.style-partitions.co.uk
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Benif Interior Film 
Selected For Gherkin 
Restaurant Refurbishment

Ice White From Compac – A 
Worksurface Like No Other
Ice White is part of the Ice of Genesis collection from COMPAC – the 
result of a unique collaboration between COMPAC and artist and designer 
Arik Levy that brings together technology, design and art to create a 
quartz worksurface like no other.  

Inspired by the great ice lakes of the Arctic, Ice White has a depth 
exquisitely balanced between fragility and stability.

A worksurface that creates warmth, coolness and abstraction and will 
inspire those who wish to create a truly innovative environment in 
the home or workplace.Ice White is available in a polished finish that 
enhances its surface colour or a glacé finish that offers a distinctive 
sensation to the touch.  compac.es

The Gherkin is one of the most iconic buildings 
on the London landscape. The restaurant and 
bar situated on the 39th & 40th floors feature 
panoramic views and an amazing helix atrium 
from which the restaurant takes its name.
The restaurant and bar operated by Searcys 
was originally for members only, however after 
a recent refurbishment, it is now open to the 
public.

As part of the refurbishment project, Benif 
Zinc effect Interior film supplied by leading 
surface material distributor David Clouting was 
selected to refubish tables, bar areas and lift 
interiors. Specialist contractors T6 were able to 
carry out the work in only four nights in time 
for the official opening to the public.

Manufactured by LG Hausys, Benif is a self-
adhesive, architectural film that can be quickly 
and easily applied to almost any interior 
surface. The results of the refurbishment 
were both visually pleasing, cost effective and 
practical thanks to the Benif’s low maintenance 
requirements and longevity of performance.

With over 400 Benif designs and finishes to 
choose from, walls, doors, paneling, skirting 
and architrave can be quickly transformed 
without the need for costly replacements. 
Benif Interior Film has CE and IMO Certification.
www.davidclouting.co.uk
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Sto Products 
Help Restore 
Spanish City To 
Its Former Glory

A century-old landmark building in the north east has 
undergone extensive refurbishment using a portfolio of 
products provided by Sto. The Spanish City building in 
Whitley Bay has benefitted from the use of Sto’s external 
wall insulation, finishing render and innovative paint 
technology, as part of a £10 million restoration project.  
“Spanish City is widely-recognized as an important 
Grade II listed building in the area, but it had fallen into 
disrepair, so we’re delighted that Sto products were 
chosen to help restore it to its former glory,” explains 
Sto’s Regional Sales Manager, Peter Bishop. 

“Our StoTherm Classic K insulation, Stolit MP render and 
StoColor Dryonic paint formed a perfectly integrated 
system. They have helped bring the building back 
to life, and they now also protect it from the harsh 
weathering effects of its coastal location.” The project 
involved restoring the building, complete with its 180 
ft-long Renaissance-style frontage and distinctive dome 
feature, and combining it with an adjacent property 
to create a brand-new entertainment complex. “There 
were many different issues which had to be taken into 
consideration,” explain project architects, ADP. 

“The listed status of the building meant that some parts 
of the original rendered façades were being retained, 
and so we had to match the new areas to these. We 
were able to create a uniform, smooth surface on the 
dome, onto which we could apply the Stolit MP special 
effect render. We were also able to match the colour 
of the original façades from the wide choice which Sto 
offers.” Stolit MP uses a special combination of Sto 
binders which provide far greater resistance to surface 
cracks than traditional alternatives. The Stolit MP’s 
outstanding weather-resistance was another significant advantage given the coastal location of the building, and that the 
texture of this free-style render could be worked to match that of the original retained areas.  

“We had used StoColor Lotusan on previous projects and been pleased with the results it provided, so we were confident 
that Stolit MP was a reliable selection for this project,” adds ADP. The StoColor Dryonic paint used on the exterior was 
a particularly significant choice. Inspired by special micro-textures found on the shell of the fog-basking beetle, the 
StoColor Dryonic paint uses a special composition of binding agents and filler material to create a micro-textured surface 
which instantly repels water and simultaneously channels it away. This allows the façade to dry rapidly and ensures 
that microorganisms are unable to grow, dramatically reducing the likelihood of any staining or marking. The façade will 
look exactly the way the architect had planned, and will go on looking that way for many years to come, with far less 
maintenance than any conventional alternative would require. 

Sto worked closely with both the architect and the applicator, 
Rend-Tech North East Ltd who installed the Sto products. 
“There are obvious restrictions and requirements that must 
be considered when a building is listed, not least of which was 
blending the old and new sections together. Sto’s technical input 
was very valuable in helping us to accommodate these and many 
other considerations, and the quality of the installation is there 
for all to see.” adds Rend-Tech’s M.D. Simon Fletcher. 

Originally built as a concert hall, Spanish City has also been 
used as a, dance hall and fun fair. As the center-piece of North 
Tyneside Council’s £36 million project to regenerate the Whitley 
Bay coast, the new complex now offers visitors a variety of high-

quality fine dining and leisure activities. North Tyneside Council 
invested £4m in its Spanish City project, which was completed 
in July, and secured £3.47m from the National Lottery through 
the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) as well as more than £2m from 
the Coastal Communities Fund. The council’s restoration project 
was carried out in partnership with contractors Robertson 
Construction and appointed designers ADP.  

The building is run by Spanish City (NE) Ltd as a collection of 
leisure facilities, including family-friendly venues, a high-quality 
steak and seafood restaurant, tearooms, event spaces and a 
champagne bar.  www.sto.co.uk

Picture courtesy of www.graeme-peacock.com
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JS Air Curtains Sales Team Expansion

JS Air Curtains has expanded its team with the appointment of Loredana 
Groza as its new technical sales advisor. 
Loredana will be providing support and 
assistance in all aspects of air curtain design, 
specification and installation to consultants, 
contractors and specifiers.
Commenting on the new appointment, Kerry 
Jones, UK and Ireland Sales Manager said, 
“We are delighted to welcome Loredana to 
the JS Air Curtains sales team. The company 
has experienced considerable growth in recent 
years and Loredana’s appointment will help us 
maintain the responsive technical assistance 
our customers rely on.”
Loredana, originally from Romania, has 

three degrees in Engineering, Environmental Science and Geology, from 
studying in Romania and Spain.  JS Air Curtains has been supplying a 
comprehensive and competitive range of air curtains for all commercial 
and industrial applications since 1999. www.jsaircurtains.com

YBS Insulation Joins ‘Made In Britain‘  -  
The Marque Of Success

Covering every branch of manufacturing from clothing to transport, 
the ‘Made in Britain’ marque offers the coveted confirmation that 
goods being sold by a business have actually been produced here.  As a 
Derbyshire based supplier of high performance construction materials, 
YBS Insulation has accordingly been accepted into the prestigious 
campaign. 
Made in Britain adheres to advice on country of origin labelling included 
in the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, while going further to explain this 
means: “the country of origin is therefore the country in which a product 
last underwent a final treatment or process resulting in a substantial 
change.”  It is the only official mark for British manufacturers and is 
registered with UKIPO across 30 product classes.  
YBS Insulation, which is celebrating 25 years of manufacturing and 
distributing a wide range of insulation products across the UK, joining 
‘Made in Britain’ presented a natural progression to its expanding 
business model. Plus, of course, customers across the market crave 
assurance that their purchases have as small a carbon footprint as 
possible.   www.ybsinsulation.com

A WORLD OF SIGNS TO  
TAKE YOUR BREATH AWAY

Signbox signs change everything. They’re transforming 

buildings from functional structures into unforgettable 

landmarks, turning settings into eye-catching scenic 

masterpieces and bringing spaces to life like no other.

For over 30 years, Signbox has remained the first name in 

aspirational signage solutions that push the boundaries of 

innovation and challenge convention. It’s all thanks to our  

great British design and engineering brilliance – and an  

intrinsic desire to look at signage differently. 

It’s a philosophy that works. Our award-winning signage 

strategies are borne from a freethinking creative energy and 

technical mastery of revolutionary materials and processes  

and they’re hard at work for brands and clients around the  

world for everyone to see.

Everyone has a story.

Signbox helps brands find the best way to tell it.

ARCHITECTURAL S IGN SOLUTIONS

01784 438688 SALES@SIGNBOX.CO.UK WWW.SIGNBOX.CO.UK
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EB25 – The Ultimate Sealant And Adhesive

This year celebrates Everbuild Building Products 25th anniversary 
and to mark the occasion they have launched their 
most advanced sealant and adhesive ever; EB25. 
Using a unique polymer blend and cutting edge 
technology, EB25 combines superior flexibility with 
incredible bond strength to bring a product you know 
you can rely on in any situation. Suitable for use both 
indoors and outdoors, EB25 can be used on virtually 
any material in most weather conditions and can 
even be used underwater. 
EB25 also has the added benefit of being certified for 
use in sanitary and food preparation areas and once 
cured is resistant to mould, temperature extremes, 
chemicals and more. Not only does this product cater 
to a multitude of application needs, it also carries the 
EC1Plus badge for very low emissions meaning it is 
also environmentally friendly. 
EB25 is available from builders merchants nationwide 
in 300ml cartridges in four popular colours; white, 
black, clear and grey. For more information on EB25 
visit  www.everbuild.co.uk/EB25 

Façade & Glazing Solutions completes more than 100 
projects in first year of independent trading

Façade & Glazing Solutions (FGS), which was divested from the Saint-
Gobain Group 12 months ago has since completed more than 100 
projects and has secured more than £40m of new projects since it 
gained independence. Previously part of Glassolutions Saint-Gobain, 
the business relaunched as Facade & Glazing Solutions UK Ltd 
(FGS) following its sale to private investment firm CoBe Capital on 
1st August 2018. FGS is a specialist glazing contractor experienced 

in the design, 
installation, repair 
and refurbishment 
of building 
façades. 
The company 
operates 
throughout the 
UK and partners 
with main 
contractors, 
facilities managers 
and property 
owners to provide 

a complete ‘glazing’ building life cycle solution.  Craig McGilvray, 
FGS Chief Executive Officer, said: “The business has evolved over the 
past 12 months and thanks to a hardworking and dedicated team we 
are in great shape for the future. Three of our recent projects have 
received architectural awards, we have improved the efficiency of 
our fabrication operations reducing production times by 21% and we 
have introduced several sustainability initiatives which have resulted 
in reducing the average weekly energy consumption by more than 
half. 
The three award-winning projects are The Student Centre at UCL 
which won a Schueco Excellence Award, the V&A Museum in Dundee 
and the Macallan Distillery, Speyside, which both won a national RIBA 
award. The Macallan Distillery has also been shortlisted for a RIBA 
Sterling Prize and winners will be announced in October. 
www.fgs-uk.co.uk
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Sheffield Council Upgrades Fire Alarm Protection 
Across Housing Stock With Aico

Sheffield City Council is upgrading the fire alarm systems across 
its entire housing stock. Phase 1 of this work will see over 20,000 
properties upgraded from category LD3 to the higher level of 

protection, LD2, using Aico 
3000 Series Alarms. A long 
standing Aico customer, 
Sheffield City Council is 
installing mains powered 
3000 Series for this 
upgrade, using the Ei3024 
and Ei3028 Multi-Sensors. 
The Ei3024 features Optical 
and Heat Sensors which 
constantly monitor and 
analyse smoke and heat 
levels providing the best 
response to all fire types 
and reduced false alarms. 
Designed specifically for 
use in kitchens, the Ei3028 
is Aico’s first Heat & Carbon 
Monoxide Alarm.  In line 
with LD2, the Council is 

fitting mains powered Smoke Alarms in every circulation space on 
each storey, in the principal habitable rooms and in every access 
room serving an inner room, plus a Heat Alarm in the kitchen. In 
addition, the Ei3018 Carbon Monoxide Alarm is being installed in 
every room that has a fuel burning appliance.
www.aico.co.uk  

Omnie Ground Source Solution For 
Unique Plymouth Property

After waiting a decade to gain planning permission to 
build their new home in a location steeped in British 
Naval history, a Devon couple were determined to 
optimise not just the views available, but also the 
technical specifications: choosing an OMNIE ground 
source heat pump to deliver the high hot water 
demand underfloor heating requirements throughout 
the spacious four bedroom property. 
The Modern Movement inspired, four-level structure 
stands in the grounds of Mount Stone House, close to 
Plymouth’s famous Royal William Yard, with a striking 
seascape visible from an upper vantage point in the 
terraced gardens.  
The owners have worked with architect, Miles Lynch 
and the main contractor, to optimise the spaces 
created, while Cornwall based heating and plumbing 
company is the building services and renewables 
specialist which recommended installing the OMNIE 
SWCV 92H1 ground source heat pump. The SWCV 
92H1 meets DHW demand from the four en-suite 
bathrooms, kitchen, utility and cloakroom.  Offering an output of up to 8.6kW, the highly efficient heat pump harvests renewable energy from three 
ground collectors inserted in 50m deep boreholes, which, drilled into the solid bedrock, reach down below sea level. 
A low temperature antifreeze solution circulates through the ground collectors, extracting heat from the rock and transfers it to the heat pump 
located in the home’s ground floor plant room. The compressor, at the heart of the SWCV 92H1, raises the bedrock temperature to provide hot 
water for a 400 litre cylinder set to 55ºC and the underfloor heating circuits operating with flow temperature of up to 40ºC. The heat pump is 
calculated to achieve a seasonal coefficient of performance (SCOP) of 4:4.   www.omnie.co.uk

Pegler Launches VSH MultiPress System To UK Market

Leading manufacturer of integrated piping systems, Pegler, has 
announced the latest addition to its market leading portfolio of brands 
with the launch of VSH MultiPress. A new multilayer pipe system, VSH 
MultiPress, incorporates many revolutionary features as part of both its 
design and molecular construction that set it apart from other plastic 
piping systems. 
The secret of VSH 
MultiPress pipe lies in 
the aluminium layer 
with additional inner 
and outer layers of 
polyethene (PE-X) and 
the way these layers are 
linked delivers enhanced 
resistance to loads 
generated by internal 
pressure and high temperature.
 The aluminium means there is minimum linear expansion, which 
delivers a performance comparable with copper, while the smooth 
surface prevents the buildup of scale and other debris making VSH 
MultiPress pipes corrosion and wear resistant, yet at the same time 
ensuring minimum pressure loss. 
The VSH MultiPress system incorporates many benefits for a variety 
of applications in domestic and light commercial plumbing projects 
including sanitary, heating and underfloor systems to name a few. Its 
heat free nature ensures that no hot works are needed whilst ease and 
the speed in which a quality joint can be made will not only provide the 
installer with reassurance but also the ability to reduce time spent on 
site.  www.pegleryorkshire.co.uk 

Exclusive Residential High-Rise in 
Dubai Selects Advanced
An industry-leading fire system with integrated fire telephone and voice 
evacuation system from Advanced has been installed at an exclusive 
30-storey residential high-rise in Dubai. Boasting state-of-the-art 
amenities, luxury interiors, a fully equipped gym and rooftop swimming 
pool, the Siraj Tower has become one of the most sought-after 
residential projects in the ambitious $64billion entertainment complex, 
Dubailand, 

As Advanced’s exclusive 
distributor in Dubai, 
Cignetix were responsible 
for integrating this crucial 
part of the building’s 
active fire protection. Four 
Advanced Axis EN panels, 
which were recently 
certified by FM Approvals 
to the EN54 standard, and 
2000 devices have been 
installed alongside its high-
performance fire telephone 
solution. 

Sunil Gopalkrishnan, 
Managing Director at 
Cignetix, said: “Thanks 
to their reputation for 
performance, quality 

and ease-of-use, Advanced are our preferred choice of fire alarm, 
fire telephone and voice evacuation systems - capable of handling 
large networks of up to 200 panels and complex cause and effect 
programming.”

Advanced’s fire telephone solution is ideal for high and low-rise 
apartment buildings, hotels, universities, government and military sites 
where local fire departments and emergency personnel need access 

to fire / emergency communications. Designed for clear, easy-to-use 
control, the conventional system benefits from LED status indications 
showing its operational state - whether the system has a call-in, 
is connected or is in fault condition. The fire telephone system is 
compliant with EN54 parts 2 and 4 and can be configured as either a 
standalone, independent system or completely integrated into the Axis 
EN fire system.

Steve Carroll, Advanced’s General Manager for the Middle East, 
said: “The Siraj Tower is another fantastic example of the successful 
partnership between Cignetix and Advanced. In order to take full 
advantage of what our products offer it takes companies like Cignetix, 
who have the skills and experience required, to apply Advanced to sites 
such as this prestigious high-rise.” 

Available for European, Middle East and South East Asian markets, 
Axis EN is Advanced’s highest performance analogue panel range, 
combining 1-8 loop, fire panels configurable up to 200 panel networks 
with a complete range of wired and wireless loop devices and powerful 
peripherals. Axis EN, which is part of Advanced’s Axis range of systems, 
holds global approvals, including EN54, UL864 and AS1670. It is 
designed to go anywhere where high quality, reliable and easy to use 
fire detection and control is required.

Advanced, owned by FTSE 100 company Halma PLC, have a long 
history of protecting some of the most prestigious high-rise residential 
developments in the world, including the Gold Coast’s Soul Building and 
Miami’s Sands Pointe. Advanced is a world leader in the development 
and manufacture of intelligent fire systems. 

The legendary performance, quality and ease of use of its products 
sees Advanced specified in locations all over the world, from single 
panel installations to large, multi-site networks. Advanced’s products 
include complete fire detection systems, multi-protocol fire panels, 
extinguishing control, fire paging and false alarm management systems.   
www.advancedco.com



4140 E

Simple Orientation Mark Enhances Classic Ancon 
Serrated Washer Design

Ancon has made a simple improvement to one of its smallest, but most 
utilised, stainless steel building components to benefit installers of its 
masonry support systems.
An orientation guide, in the form of two horizontal square ridges, has 
been incorporated into the design of the classic serrated washer that 
Ancon supplies with its masonry support brackets. 
The square ridges, 
added to the back 
of the washer, 
correspond to 
the line of the 
serrations on the 
opposite side that 
faces away from 
the user during 
installation. 
The new design 
makes it quicker 
and easier for 
installers to orientate the serrated washer correctly. Users do not need 
to view the serrated face before installing the washer and can quickly 
identify how best to correct any rotation that may occur as the fixing 
bolt is tightened. 
The improved design also enables site supervisors to verify the correct 
orientation of washers along a line of installed brackets with a quick 
visual check. The method by which Ancon masonry support is fixed 
to a structural frame is simple, safe and reliable, and provides vertical 
adjustment in 3mm increments. www.ancon.co.uk

New Stratos-Maxo Launched T-Plus From Flamco – The Time Saving Way To Fit Piping 
Branches

LG Launches Therma V R32 Monobloc

New Additions To UK’s Leading LST Radiator Range

LG has introduced the new LG Therma V R32 Monobloc air to water 
heat pump range – the first full range of R32 Monobloc heat pumps 
available in the UK. LG has developed a high quality, air to water heat 
pump range over many years under its Therma V branding. The latest 
introduction 
to its popular 
range, 
operating 
on the low 
GWP R32 
refrigerant 
available in 
5kW to 16kW 
1Ø and 12kW 
to 16kW 3Ø, 
in a wide 
operating 
range of 
between 10-
135Hz and 
water temperatures up to 65°C without an electric backup heater, is 
the LG Therma V R32 Monobloc range. It comes with an energy label 
rating of A+++ - ready for September 2019 ERP changes. 
The unit has excellent performance at low ambient temperatures – 
100% at -7°C. LG units offer quicker response times for the provision 
of heating and cooling, by sensing not only the temperature but 
also pressure – a pressure control sensor provides a faster and more 
accurate response, reducing the time delay for implementing heating 
or cooling commands significantly. Visit partner.lge.com/uk

Flamco's successful T-plus for installing branches to existing heating 
and potable water systems continues to prove popular with plumbers 

and heating engineers. It’s a quick 
and easy way of adding a T extension 
for a heating system extension. 
The unit comes with its own trigger 
mechanism that once activated 
sees the cutting plunger cut a part 
of the pipe out, forming a perfect T 
piece without needing to drain the 
system, interrupt use of the system 
or needing to re-dose the system 

with inhibitor. T-plus is seen by many as a better option than draining 
and assembling a traditional T connector, better than freezing parts of 
the pipe either side of the new branch and negates the risks associated 
with drilling the pipe. Head for www.flamcogroup.com/uk-en or go to 
You Tube and see T-plus in use at https://www.youtube.com/user/
flamcogroup.

The leading supplier of LST radiators in the UK is Stelrad and the 
company has recently released two new additions to its already 
extensive range by adding an LST Standard Deco and LST iPlus Deco 
design – both featuring its 
popular Deco horizontal lined  
fascia to make the casings for 
the radiators more aesthetically 
pleasing.
LST’s come with a casing that 
surrounds the radiator allowing 
the heat to convect in the normal 
way, whilst ensuring that the 
casing at no time exceeds 43 
degrees C. With Stelrad LST 
radiators, the casing covers the 
radiator but also the incoming pipework making sure all the heated 
surfaces are concealed and that any exposed surfaces stay at a safe 
temperature. They also come with tamper proof casings so that the 
safety of the radiator cannot be compromised.  www.stelrad.com

Wilo has launched its new Stratos-MAXO pump. The new Wilo-Stratos 
MAXO for HVAC and drinking water applications in large buildings 
sets new energy efficiency standards. Extensive studies and customer 
research in the early development stages enabled Wilo to develop a 
pump which is tailor-made to customer requirements.

It’s the pump offering the highest system efficiency on the market, 
thanks to the optimised and innovative energy efficiency functions 
such as ‘Multi-Flow Adaptation’ and ‘No-Flow Stop’ along with an 
outstanding EEI ≤ 0.17. It can automatically adapt its output to 
the varying system requirements via ‘Dynamic Adapt Plus’ without 
setting a target value. 
To find out more about Wilo’s Energy Solutions expertise and its wide 
range of high efficiency pumps and pumping systems, visit www.wilo.
co.uk or call 01283 523000 for more information.

With the recent changes to BS 5839-
6:2019, Aico – the UK’s market leader in 
domestic mains powered Fire and Carbon 
Monoxide Alarms - has condensed the 
information into a pocket-sized guide.British 
Standard BS 5839-6:2019 covers specific 
recommendations for fire alarm systems 
in all domestic premises and covers both 
new-build and existing properties. The 
standard contains a large amount of detail 
on all aspects relating to the design and 
installation of fire alarm systems, including 
the type of alarm to install and the areas of 

the property to protect. If you would like further information on the BS 
5839-6:2019 updates, please visit www.aico.co.uk or email marketing@
aico.co.uk to order your free pocket sized guide.

BS 5839-6:2019: All The Information You Need, In 
Your Pocket - Courtesy Of Aico

Landmark Specification For 
Marmox Multiboard

An iconic residential development 
by Barratt London is including the 
use of Marmox Multiboard for its 
outstanding physical performance 
with two walls around the 20 metre 
swimming pool being lined with the 
moisture resistant backing board. 
Landmark Place stands alongside 
the Tower of London, offering 
purchasers of the 165 luxury 
apartments and penthouses with 
stunning views of the Thames, Tower 
Bridge and the Southbank.   
The ground floor pool and spa 
was fitted out by a specialist sub-
contractor consuming close to 100 
of the 2500 x 600mm Multiboards 
for the work, as well as six boxes of dowels to secure them and 30 rolls of Marmox Jointing Tape.   
All of the materials are being supplied through a local branch of Jewson Builders Merchants Marmox Multiboards are manufactured from 
extruded polystyrene or XPS and offer a range of positive physical characteristics, including good thermal insulation, in addition to being fully 
waterproof. They are both light to handle and easy to cut, while still being able to sustain substantial loadings if required, including as part of a 
floor build-up.    www.marmox.co.uk

Hospital Corridor Walls Protected By Yeoman Shield

A busy access corridor linking one wing to another at a major Yorkshire 
Hospital now benefits from a wall protection system supplied and 
installed by Yeoman Shield.  200mm Protection Rail was fitted “flat-
back” to the wall on one side of the access way with FalmouthEx Wall 
Protection Panels installed below the rail. Rubber stop ends/returns 
were applied to the rail as added defence against heavily laden trolleys 
and carts that may come into contact.  
The opposing wall was also offered protection by the same Yeoman Shield 
200mm Protection Rail this time installed on 60mm “stand-off” allowing 
the system to become a supportive rail for those who require it. The 
rail was again finished with the durable hardwearing rubber accessories.  
Matching 75 x 75 mm Corner Protection Angles were put on vulnerable 
corners on both sides of the walkway.   www.yeomanshield.com  
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Three 
Brands, 
One 
Objective 
– Safe 
Access All 
Areas

Three of the UK’s leading access specialists have 
come together to form the Access 360 portfolio, 
providing a total manufacturing solution for roof, 
ceiling, wall and floor access products for the 
construction industry.  
 
Access 360 comprises Bilco UK, Profab Access and 
Howe Green.  These well-established brands all have 
a strong reputation for delivering innovative solutions 
to address the challenges of safe access within a 
building or external environment. 
 
The brand identities have been updated, reflecting 
the holistic offer that Access 360 presents to the 
market, to represent the synergy between the brands 
and the complementary nature of the products. 
 
Bilco UK is a horizontal access specialist supplying the 
commercial market with standard and bespoke roof 
access hatches, ladders, smoke vents and floor doors. 
Founded in the USA in 1926 the company has been 
operating in the UK since 1989.  
 
Following the acquisition of Bilco by the Tyman 
Group in 2016 Bilco UK became part of home security 
specialist ERA in April 2017. 
 
Howe Green was acquired by Bilco UK in 2017. 
The company manufactures fabricated floor 
access covers, linear drainage, tree pit covers and 
bespoke metalwork from a manufacturing facility 
in Hertfordshire.  Incorporated in 1983 Howe Green 
access covers are specified across a diversity of 
industry sectors. 
  
In August 2018 Profab Access, a leading 
manufacturer of vertical access panels, riser doors 
and steel doors was acquired. Established in 2001 
Profab employs a team of 71 and operates from a 
46,000 sq. ft. manufacturing and distribution facility 
in Warwickshire.   
 

The strategic acquisitions of Howe Green and Profab 
Access were designed to strengthen Bilco UK’s “Safe 
Access All Areas” proposition. The three companies 
serve the same market, working with architects, 
specifiers and building service professionals to 
provide trusted, high quality, safe access solutions. 
 
James Fisher, Managing Director of Access 360, 
explains the rationale behind the creation of 
Access 360 and the new brand identities. “Since 
the acquisition of Howe Green and Profab Access 
we have been promoting our ability to provide an 
unparalleled range of access solutions.  From an 
operational perspective it soon became obvious 
that we needed a name and an identity that could 
encompass all three companies, whilst retaining the 
established and trusted brand names. 
 
“We have members of the team whose 
responsibilities cover the three brands, including 
myself, our Sales Director, Technical Director, 
Marketing Manager, SHEQ Manager, New Product 
Development Engineer and our sales force.  
 
“The name Access 360 represents what we have to 
offer the construction sector – products that cover 
the complete spectrum of access solutions.  We have 
a new brand mark for each company to illustrate how 
the brands, and respective products, complement 
each other.  We are delighted to present Access 360 
to the world and to announce the bringing together 
of three brands with one specific objective – safe 
access all areas.” 
 
To find out more about the range of products 
available from Access 360 please visit www.
access-360.co.uk. 

CCL Wetrooms Launch New  Tilesure Waterproof & 
Decoupling Membrane 

CCL Wetrooms have launched Tilesure, a new Butyl Waterproofing and 
Decoupling Membrane, suitable for waterproofing wetroom floors on 
timber and solid floors.  Tilesure is an evolution of the market leading 
RIW Tilesafe 
bitumen-based 
membrane, 
which has been 
developed 
to provide a 
comprehensive 
wetroom 
tanking 
solution whilst 
embracing cleaner, more environmental and sustainable development 
practices. 
The new Tilesure membrane has superior decoupling properties of 
up to 12mm, ensuring that any movement in the floor substrate is 
accommodated. 
Not only will Tilesure membrane bridge any tension across the 
substrate, but it creates a secure waterproof barrier that is guaranteed 
to remain waterproof for the life of the wetroom tiles. 
Tilesure is a 1.4mm self-adhesive waterproofing & decoupling 
membrane, containing a copolymer layer and polypropylene top 
fleece.  At 12mm, Tilesure offers greater decoupling properties than 
Tilesafe and thanks to butyl’s durability and improved temperature 
tolerances, the membrane can be installed simply and easily on-site at 
all temperatures. 
www.ccl-wetrooms.co.uk 

New Dural Website Showcases 
Bespoke Alternative Finishes Range

Dural are excited to announce the launch 
of their new website featuring their new 
Alternative Finishes range. Alternative Finishes 
from the complete floor solutions specialist 
introduces the chance to completely change 
the desired edging or accessory to perfectly 
suit the needs of clients. Dural offers a service 
that allows them to take a sample from a 
client’s project and powder coat the product 
to complete a seamless look with the chosen 
interior scheme. 
Choose edging strips, expansion joints, step 
nosing, balcony profiles. From transition 
strips to drainage covers, Dural can apply the 
coating to almost any choice of product. You 
can completely customise your desired edging 
or accessory to suit. With 25 special finishes 
and the complete RAL range of colours, clients are almost guaranteed to find a perfect match. Powder coating allows 
supporting profiles to match the infill producing complete discretion too, with numerous options available when it 
comes to colour and texture.  Visit www.alternativefinishes.co.uk for more information

UZIN Launches New Website

UZIN is at the forefront of innovation harnessing the latest 
technology not only to improve and create new products but also 
to develop it’s digital services. In recent years UZIN has developed 
a FREE App and has now revamped it’s website, making it easier 

to view and navigate 
on smart phones and 
tablets.  
Daniel Leeson, 
Marketing Manager 
said “The new website 
is devoted to flooring 
installation systems and 
aims to help flooring 
contractors with their 
daily work. The new 
website allows users to 
find information such 

as product data sheets much easier as well as find stockists and local 
contacts. It also contains a wealth of useful technical information and 
we will look to expand on this in the future.” 
The website includes a number of digital services such as the UZIN 
Recommended Adhesive Guide and the UZIN Floor Navigator. This 
helps users choose the right UZIN product systems to use. Simply 
select the type of subfloor and type of floor covering and it will then 
recommend what products to use. 
The new website also includes helpful articles, technical advice 
and videos regarding the most frequently asked questions floor 
contractors face and solutions to problematic flooring installations. 
www.uzin.co.uk
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Hauraton 
High Capacity 
Drainage 
Systems 
Installed At 
Port Sunderland

The Port of Sunderland now boasts some 
impressive infrastructure and associated 
services. Municipally owned and situated on 
the south side of the River Wear, the latest 
wharf facilities now allow for multi materials 
handling. A fleet of fork lift trucks, from 4 
tonne to 29 tonne capacity have a wide range 
of attachments to meet all cargo handling 
requirements.

Additionally, a drop-sided HGV, an articulated 
tractor unit and two 40-tonne low-loaders are 
also available for transportation of cargoes 
within the port estate.

Designed to resist the rigours of site work, 180 
metres of Hauraton RECYFIX® HICAP® 8000 
high capacity channels were installed to drain 
the wharf area. Factory fitted with 14mm wide 
slotted ductile iron inlets, the channels comply 
with a loading class of F900 so can easily take the weight of the fully laden vehicles employed. 
Importantly, once installed the complete channel system is highly resilient to the twisting forces 
imposed by their wheels.

The RECYFIX® HICAP® one metre channels used each have a water capacity of 171.4 litres so 
the180 metre channel system installed is able to accept a water volume of 30852 litres. Trash 
boxes to match the channels were also supplied.  www.drainage-projects.co.uk   

Plaswood has launched a range of picnic tables called 
‘Hero’ that twin style with sustainability to help 
transform external spaces with elegant but durable 
statement furniture. The new, lighter weight range of 
Plaswood tables is made from 100% recycled plastic 
and boasts a unique new design that allows for easier 
assembly with a semi-fabricated option.
The new range reduces manufacturing offcuts waste 
by a whopping 90% making the furniture even more 
sustainable whilst providing landscape professionals, 
local authority specifiers, garden centres, builder’s 
merchant buyers and outdoor hospitality managers 
with a product that is re-made with the environment 
in mind. Hence the name ‘Hero’ range.
The new range also taps into the rising trend across 

the UK and mainland Europe for more outdoor entertainment and communal public spaces. The Hero tables maximise flexibility, coming in 
elegant rectangular or curvaceous circular forms, including playful touches such as activity table tops for children. The series has a clean 
design ethos and stylish finishing. The family of furniture includes: an adult and junior size picnic table, activity top tables, a round family 
size picnic table and a wheelchair access table.
Plaswood has proved its pioneering flair with this latest range. All items come fully or semi-assembled and can be fabricated in three easy 
steps. The round picnic table, for example, is now available part assembled, reducing the amount of space required for transportation from 
four to one pallet space. The wheelchair access table is also available semi-assembled at a competitive price.  
Plaswood’s second life products support and develop the circular economy whilst promoting plastic recycling. Products made from Plaswood 
require no annual maintenance, painting or chemical treatment prior to installation or during its long-life time, and does not leach chemicals, 
rot or splinter.  www.plaswoodgroup.com

New ‘Hero’ Furniture Range Offers Style, 
Function And Sustainability For All Seasons

Boosting Productivity And Safety In 
Outdoor Industrial Spaces

Under-utilised outdoor industrial and commercial 
spaces such as redundant vehicle yards or storage 
areas can be transformed into productive, income 
generating additional capacity as and when they are 
needed by installing Pop Up Power Supplies®’ range of 
on-demand service units.
By installing retractable service units, which provide 
access to power, water and data, it is possible to 
provide the functionality to use any outdoor space 
safely and reliably. 
Pop Up Power Units are available in four versions, 
all of which are easy for staff to raise or lower as 
required. Offering 16, 32, 63 and 125 Amp sockets 
with RCBO protection, they are manufactured in 
stainless steel AISI304 with an epoxy-polyester 
powder finish and tops available in stainless steel 
or cast iron. The adaptability of these retractable 
telescopic feeder pillars makes them suitable for all 
outdoor environments including HGV areas. Another option is an In Ground Power Unit, which can be operated with the lids locked down for 
continuous unattended use. 
In Ground or Flip Lid Units provide round-the-clock power for days, weeks or even months on end, minimising the potential for damage because 
they can be operated with the lid locked down with only the power cable protruding. In-Ground Units can be used in smaller spaces to supply 
an outdoor power supply and telephone connection. The double locking lids are raised manually and are gas strut assisted. If the outdoor 
environment permits, a third option to provide power and services comes with power bollards available from Pop Up Power Supplies®’. These 
provide a reliable and efficient outdoor power supply in bollard format, with stainless steel construction, three diameters and four top designs. 
A stainless steel bollard can provide between 220 and 400 Volts and 125A of power, and they are available with standard configurations plus 
additional equipment as required. www.popuppower.co.uk
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More Than 
Fabric First, 
Safety First: 
Multi-Unit 
Residential 
Project By 
United Living 
Benefits From 
Dupont™ Tyvek® 
Firecurb® 
Housewrap

Safety is uppermost on the agenda when 
planning for new, multi-storey structures 
of high-density occupation and alongside 
sustainability, is among the chief concerns of 
the current climate. Architects, Developers and 
Contractors are continually seeking reliable, 
proven solutions to such challenges, so what 
better material than one that ticks every 
essential box?

Specially created as a fire-retardant version 
of the leading breather membrane, Tyvek® 
FireCurb® has all the high-performance 
properties one would expect of the Tyvek® 
brand while offering even greater peace of mind 
for ethical professionals. 

Specified for the six storey mixed-use Silbury 
Boulevard project in Milton Keynes, 4,000 
square metres of Tyvek® FireCurb® Housewrap 
has been installed by Sage Roofing behind the 
aluminium cladding of a new-build, steel-frame 
construction by United Living. Designed by 
Triangle Architects to create 139 units of private 
rental accommodation, this thermally-efficient 
building for the client Nilus Developments also 
features two commercial units, amenity space 
at ground level, with additional car parking and 
bicycle storage at lower ground.

United Living, a highly successful contractor 
in the growing built-to-rent market, was 
keen to ensure that the building’s façade 
would continuously meet B class fire rating 
requirements while also meeting part L 
(condensation risk) requirements, thus the ideal 
solution was to install Tyvek® FireCurb® over the 
weatherboard insulation and seal it tight with 
specialised Tyvek® adhesive accessories. 

Robert Reid, Silbury Boulevard Project Manager 
for United Living, Midlands says, “We chose 
Tyvek® FireCurb® because it’s the market leader 

and we needed the right product to fulfil an 
essential specification post the Grenfell tragedy, 
in terms of fire safety. We needed a non-
combustible material and United Living is at the 
forefront of resolving these issues. It is better 
to be happy and safe with a product that is fit 
for purpose, not just for current regulations but 
in anticipation of new regulations following the 
Beckett report, for which, as one of the top-tier 
companies, we have been consulting. United 
Living is confident that should regulations 
change our client will not be affected in 
terms of their insurance or the need for any 
retrofitting.”

Robert continues, “As well as a fire-retardant 
capacity, it was also important that we had 
a waterproofing membrane to protect the 
weatherboard cavity insulation. There was 
constant monitoring of Part B changes with key 
stakeholders such as LABC, Building Control to 
ensure compliance was achieved. By working 
with a reputable manufacturer such as DuPont 
and consulting throughout the supply chain, 
we ensured that the entire project team from 
architect to façade supplier was involved in the 
decision to go with Tyvek® FireCurb®.”

Rather than using halogens, the technology 
employs a phosphorous-containing agent that 
forms a ‘char’ layer at the surface when it is in 
contact with an ignition source. This thin layer 
of carbonized polymer is highly flame retardant 
and forms a barrier, slowing the release of 
flammable materials. Starved of fuel, the flame 
spreads over the membrane more slowly or not 
at all and if the membrane ultimately caught 
fire, it produces less smoke, another vital 
advantage for safety. Rigorously tested, Tyvek® 
FireCurb® has a fire rating of class B-s1,d0 
according to EN13501-1.
www.construction.tyvek.co.uk

Sustainable House Benefits From 
Copper Rainwater System

If you want a natural looking and eco-
friendly rainwater system then Copper 
gutters and down pipes from the Yeoman 
Rainguard range, as chosen by the owners 
of a charming detached residence in North 
Yorkshire, are the solution. 
With solar panels already in place the 
proprietors were keen to extend their 
sustainable ideas to a new rainwater system 
choosing a copper product for its natural 
attributes. Yeoman Rainguard 125 x 70mm 
copper half round gutters along with 80mm 
dia. downpipes were expertly fitted to the 
property by local contractor Robertson 
Building & Roofing Ltd of York.  Over time 
the bright finish will darken through natural 
oxidisation to, eventually, a beautiful green 
patina. This attractive finish looks perfect 
against natural stone, timber and red brick 
facades. 
The finish is not only pleasing to the eye 
but gives copper gutters and downpipes 
their own self-manufactured defence to 
corrosion, meaning a low maintenance 
lifecycle of over 50 years.  A copper 
rainwater system is also a perfect choice for 
those, as in this case, wanting to harvest 
rainwater because it is a natural biocide 
which prevents the build-up of algae.    
www.rainguard.co.uk

Helifix Concealed Repairs Restore Failed Arches At Listed Brewery

The 170 year old, Grade ll listed, Hook Norton Brewery in Oxfordshire, was 
suffering from internal and external cracking due to the failure of 15 brick 
arches. This was caused by the decay of internal timbers and movement of the 
surrounding brickwork. 
HeliBars were bonded into mortar beds above each opening, on both the interior 
and exterior walls, forming masonry beams that reinforced the brickwork, 
supported the wall above and spread the loads. Other cracks were stitched using 
single HeliBars bonded across the cracks.
These sympathetic repairs efficiently and economically restored integrity whilst 
retaining the original materials and aesthetics of this important listed structure.
For project-specific technical advice about the use of Helifix structural repair 
systems, contact the Helifix team on 020 8735 5200. Alternatively, go to  www.
helifix.co.uk/videos to watch installation videos and to download relevant 
product brochures.   www.helifix.co.uk 
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Over 13 
Schöck 
Product 
Variants 
At Hendon 
Waterside

Minimising energy use in buildings by improving 
thermal performance of the building envelope has 
become increasingly important in the drive for 
sustainability and energy efficiency. 

And the prevention of thermal bridging is critical with 
structural attachments such as balconies.  Ineffectual 
insulation at the connection points means local heat 
loss, resulting in more energy being required to 
maintain the internal temperature of the building.    
And while this is an important aspect of thermal 
bridging, there are other issues.  Low internal surface 
temperatures in the area of the thermal bridge can 
cause condensation.

This can lead not only to structural integrity 
problems with absorbent materials such as insulation 
products or plasterboard, but the potentially serious 
occurrence of mould growth.   So for any large-scale 
project involving a variety of different balcony types, 
the prevention of thermal bridging is particularly 
important.            

Challenging variety of balcony types
One current project with a challenging variety of 
balconies is Hendon Waterside in North West London, 
a mixed tenure housing development.   Situated 
alongside the Brent Reservoir (known locally as the 
Welsh Harp and named after a public house which 
used to stand nearby), the scheme involves the 
regeneration of a 1960s housing estate being built in 
six phases and scheduled for completion in 2027.   

The masterplan will deliver around 2100 new homes 
consisting of social, affordable and private housing.   
These are being constructed in twenty-three  blocks, 
varying in height from three to twenty-three storeys – 
along with an imposing tower building of twenty-eight 
storeys – all of which offer attractive waterside views.      
Also planned are new public parks, a primary school, 
community centre and commercial space for small 
cafes or shops.

Hundreds of variants in the Isokorb range
The construction of the many balconies involved vary 
in their design demands and to ensure the risk of 

thermal bridging is minimised, Schöck has supplied 
over thirteen different product variants.     As the 
leading international supplier of structural thermal 
breaks, Schöck can provide a solution to practically 
every connectivity detail with the hundreds of variants 
available in its main Isokorb range; offering planners 
enormous freedom of design.

The Isokorb products used here are for concrete-to 
concrete and provide optimum solutions through 
the use of varying tension bar arrangements.   For 
example one type provides cantilever balcony 
connections and transfers both negative moments 
and positive shear forces. Another is a load-bearing 
thermal break element for transferring shear forces 
on supported balconies, recessed balconies and for 
occasional peak shear forces.  Others transfer positive 
shear forces with point support, or transfer positive 
shear forces with point support and zero stress 
connection.

Totally verifiable performance
The products are for concrete-to-concrete connectivity 
at Hendon, but the comprehensive Isokorb range also 
offers solutions for concrete-to-steel and steel-to-steel 
– and even a maintenance free alternative to wrapped 
parapets.   A requirement is that the temperature 
factor used to indicate condensation risk (fRSI) must 
be greater than, or equal to, 0.75 for residential 
buildings. This is easily met by incorporating the 
Isokorb. 

The range also complies with the Government 
Standard Assessment Procedure, SAP 2012, concerning 
CO2 emissions from buildings and respectively heat 
losses through non-repeating thermal bridges.   
Products meet full compliance with the relevant UK 
building regulations, have NHBC approval and offer 
LABC Registration.   There is also the security of 
independent BBA Certification.  

For a free copy of the Schöck Thermal Bridging Guide; 
the Schöck Specifiers Guide or to view the  range of 
downloadable software, contact Schöck on 01865 290 
890  or visit the website at www.schoeck.co.uk 

Magply Earns Street Cred As 
Render Backing Board

The final episode of Channel 4’s latest 
Grand Designs series follows the 
experience of a self-builder employing 
a highly innovative and flexible build 
system which, in this instance, sees its 
high-performance elevations given a 
proprietary render system across Magply 
modified magnesium oxide boards.  
Screened on May 9th the story behind 
the two-bedroom property’s construction 
profiles the use of Boutique Modern’s PFC 
steel section and SIPs system to erect a 
highly energy efficient structure, which 
could have carried many different exterior 
treatments. 
Lucas Shone of Boutique Modern explains: 
“Our build system is very adaptable 
to many types of residential property, 
providing a turnkey solution which we can 
configure to whatever a client might want.  Often they come to us with designs which were intended to be traditionally built, or even modular, 
and we can interpret them as a computer based exercise, providing our own volumetric build-system, with a full choice of finishes” Having 
undertaken some 130 projects already, we are also now launching our range of homes and moving into social housing. U-values are between 
0.15 and 0.18 W/m2K and achieve an airtightness figure of 2 m3/m2/hour.”
The 9mm Magply boards were fixed across a ventilated battened cavity across the outside face of the SIPs, ready for the render contractor to 
apply its self-coloured render finish, which includes a base coat, reinforcing mesh and top coat.    www.magply.co.uk

Crittall Booked For 
Library Transformation

One of Northern Ireland’s most popular 20th 
century libraries has been refurbished and 
extended with Crittall Windows helping to retain 
its unique character.  Coleraine Library was built 
in 1969 in Brutalist style on a restricted site at a 
town centre road junction. 
The task of designing a complete makeover that 
nonetheless respected the original features of 
the Grade B2 listed building fell to Belfast-based 
Hamilton Architects.  
The original three-storey building was circular 
in plan with a distinctive saw-tooth window 
configuration on the first and second floors. 
Project architect Nicola Donnelly says: “The 
building was listed a few years ago and so we 
were required to provide a like-for-like window 

replacement. The existing steel windows were replaced with the same slim steel frames but with a much improved 
thermal performance.”  Crittall W20 windows were specified for the contract, with polyester powder coated white 
frames they contribute to the overall light and airy feel of the redesigned library interior. 
The double-glazed, weatherstripped windows suit perfectly a heritage building with a modern purpose.  The space 
available has been augmented by the addition of two three-storey wings but these are deliberately restrained in their 
design so as not to detract from the building’s characteristic circular appearance.  Designed and constructed to achieve 
a BREEAM Very Good certification Coleraine Library now provides users with vastly improved facilities. The £2.3m 
refurbishment was funded by the Northern Ireland Department for Communities.  www.crittall-windows.co.uk
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The new campus of the Southern Regional College in Armagh, 
Northern Ireland is set to benefit from the superior airtightness 
performance qualities of the Wraptite external air barrier system 
from the A. Proctor Group. Specialist building contractor Felix O’Hare, 
based in Newry, required a high-quality air tightness membrane and 
Wraptite System as an external air barrier as opposed to an internal 
air barrier system.
Wraptite is the 
only self-adhering 
vapour permeable 
air barrier certified 
by the BBA 
and combines 
the important 
properties 
of vapour 
permeability and 
airtightness in 
one self-adhering 
membrane. 
Traditional use of internal air barriers can be more complex and 
costly to install, needing to accommodate building services. An 
internal air barrier is only as good as it’s installation. If all the 
service penetrations are not adequately sealed, performance will be 
compromised. By moving the air barrier to the external side of the 
structural frame, the Wraptite external air barrier system allows for 
an almost penetration-free airtight layer, which can be installed faster 
and more robustly. www.proctorgroup.com

Yeoman 
Rainguard 
Perfect For 
Old Chapel 
Cottage

Originally a Methodist Chapel built in 1841, now 
converted to a home, The Old Chapel Cottage 
boasts both charming traditional local architecture 
and stunning views over Nidderdale, an area of 
outstanding beauty in North Yorkshire.

When the current owners, Mr & Mrs Simpson, 
moved into the property they were keen to improve 
certain aspects of the cottage which included the 
replacement of the old dis-coloured and worn 
PVC gutters and downpipes along with the rotting 
timber fascia.

Wanting to replace these empathetically and in 
keeping with the age and location of the property, 
the Simpsons sourced Yeoman Rainguard’s 
products after a visit to their stand at the 
Homebuilding & Renovating Show in Harrogate.

Yeoman Rainguard 130 x 100mm deep flow XL 
Aluminium gutters were installed on the cottage 
and adjoining garage to accommodate the water 
flow rates from the pitched roof. 75mm Dia. XL 
Aluminium downpipes were added topped off with 
attractive Motif cast aluminium rainwater hoppers.

Offering a bespoke design service Yeoman 
Rainguard were able to accommodate some of the 
more unusual off sets and projection configurations 
required to ensure a perfect watertight rainwater 
system on this project.

Finished in a durable black textured polyester 
powder coating, the new gutters, downpipes and 
accessories not only have a heritage look that 
complements the character of the cottage but offer 
a maintenance free lifecycle of 30 years or more.   

The Rotting timber fascia was replaced with 
Yeoman Rainguard “N Type” fascia board, 
manufactured from GRP – glass reinforced 
polyester – it’s flexible and lightweight with 
exceptionally hard wearing, strong properties. 
Supplied in black to partner with the rainwater 
goods, this smart looking product will again give a 
life expectancy of 30 years plus.

“When looking to update the rainwater goods 
after the house purchase, we were keen to choose 
something that would fit the look, age & character 
of the building as well as be efficient & long 
lasting.  The team at Yeoman Rainguard helped us 
to choose the right products & configuration for 
the project.  We also chose Yeoman Rainguard to 
perform the installation and were delighted with 
both the installation process and the result.” Helen 
& Mark Simpson.

For more information on Yeoman Rainguard’s 
rainwater systems go to www.rainguard.co.uk or 
call 0113 279 5854. 

New Armagh College To Benefit From Wraptite® 
Airtightness System

Magply Boards Offer Fire  Protection For 
Peckham Apartments

A ‘shell & core’ style apartment development in one of South London’s 
up and coming districts is making use of Magply boards’ fire resistance 
and other performance characteristics, as the lining to a bespoke timber 
frame package. 
The five flats are being developed on land adjacent to Peckham Rye 
railway station by Unboxed Homes while main contractor, Mara Build 
has overseen all the service provisions and creation of the sub-structure.  
Cambridgeshire based White Haus is the timber frame specialist that 
has manufactured and erected the highly energy efficient structural 
envelope.  
Crucially, given the proximity of the building to neighbouring properties, 
9mm Magply has been used to line the timber panels, before being 
sprayed with a polymer based membrane to achieve excellent 
airtightness. The purple finished Magply MgO boards are therefore 
the surface purchasers are presented with to fit out to their own 
specification and taste. 
Magply boards carry a range of international certifications while their fire 
performance has been verified through industry standard tests at the 
world famous Warrington fire research centre. 
Following a number of high profile blazes on building sites, such as 
at Hendon in North London, responsible timber frame manufacturers 
have been working to reduce their systems’ vulnerability to fire, and 
Magply provides far better performance than OSB also offering instant 
protection. Additionally, Magply’s unique production process keeps the 
chloride content to just 0.01%, enhancing both stability and long term 
durability.  www.magply.co.uk

Suction Wins The Day At Home Of The Hover
A drainage team from Lanes Group plc have used powerful water 
jetting and vacuumation equipment to clear the outfall of a pipe 
linking two sites defined by icons of British transport technology. 

They removed six 
tonnes of rubble, 
shingle and shells 
blocking a sea 
outfall located at a 
former hovercraft 
terminal in 
Ramsgate Kent. The 
900mm-diameter 
concrete pipe takes 
surface water from 
the former Manston 
Airport which was 
an RAF base during 
the Battle of Britain, 

and home to squadrons of Spitfire and Hurricane fighters. Drainage 
engineers based at the Lanes depot in Sevenoaks, Kent, were 
commissioned to clear the pipe outfall where material had built up 
to a height that prevented the sea outfall flap valve from fully-
opening. Operating a jet vac combination tanker, they removed 
all the material from the outfall, with most of it lifted remotely 
through vacuumation.  By the skilled combination of water jetting 
and vacuumation, the Lanes team could lift the material into the 
jet vac tanker’s tank, ready to be taken away for disposal at an 
authorised waste site.  www.lanesgroup.com
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Great attention to detailing, using high quality materials and finishes
on all our custom and standard suspension systems produced in our 
UK factory. Call for brochures or to discuss your current or future projects.

Suspension Systems designed & manufactured by Shopkit

Rod SystemsCable Systems Custom Metalwork

Exterior Installations Standard & Custom Suspension Systems

Cabinets, Shelving & Lighting Trackit Suspension SystemPanel Fixings
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