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Always in tune with your style
a comprehensive range of rainwater systems to accommodate

all types of buildings and budgets

Choose from modern, traditional
and heritage rainwater systems,

available in Aluminium, GRP,
Copper, Zinc and Stainless Steel.

For more information please call
0113 279 5854

or email 
info@rainguard.co.uk w w w . r a i n g u a r d . c o . u k

Copper, Zinc & Stainless Steel

Aluminium GRP

Cast Iron
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In Pictures: Striking Future Schemes Compete For 
The 2019 World Architecture Festival Awards

The bungy tower will be the main attraction of the 
world-first tourist attraction, Waitomo Sky Garden, 
offering free-style bungy jumping from the roof. 
The Circle of Good Hope by GLH Architects is a 
striking new infrastructure proposal for The Cape 
Town Foreshore Freeway Precinct, designed to 
reconnect the city to the sea and its surrounds, 
and featuring an iconic gateway to enhance the 
city’s Table Mountain backdrop. 
Currently under construction, Çanakkale Antenna, 
by Powerhouse Company, is a combined visitor 
centre and multimedia broadcasting tower, located 
on the outskirts of the historic Turkish city. The 
roof of the rich red corten steel ribbon becomes an 
open-air path through the forest, offering breath-
taking views of the Dardanelles. (cont...)

The Future Project Award shortlist reveals 
ambitious, visually striking and record-breaking 
designs from around the world, in the twelfth 
edition of the World Architecture Festival. 
Amongst the Future Projects Shortlist are the 
highest water-touch bungy jump in New Zealand; 
an ambitious reimagining of Cape Town’s city 
bowl; a soaring ribbon-like broadcast tower 
and visitor centre in Çanakkale; a shimmering 
modern ice hockey arena in Syktyvkar; and a 
visually spectacular kinetic bridge for Auckland’s 
waterfront. 
At 55m-tall, Waitomo Bungy Tower by Ignite 
features New Zealand’s highest water-touch bungy 
jump, as well as the tallest and longest dry slide 
and the tallest timber structure in the country. 

Bandy stadium. Image credit: SPEECH Architectural Office

design news
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(cont...) The planned Bandy stadium in Syktyvkar 
in Komi, Russia, features an ice arena with a 105 x 
60m pitch for Russian-hockey matches, short-track 
speed skating, and figure skating. The arena is set 
within an aerodynamic envelope that combines a  
membrane façade and transparent apertures for a 
visually arresting finish. 
Wynyard Crossing, designed by a multidisciplinary 
team including Monk Mackenzie architects, is 
a sculptural, pedestrian bridge, reminiscent of 
modern yacht masts or the wings of a seabird. 
Designed as a new landmark for Auckland’s 
urban waterfront, the poetry of the project is the 
interplay of the two wings as the bridge opens to 
allow boats to pass beneath.
Major world architects shortlisted for this year’s 
WAF Awards include Zaha Hadid Architects, 
Heatherwick Studio, Bjarke Ingels Group, Rafael 
Vinoly Architects, Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners, 
Grimshaw and White Arkitekter. 
Many smaller practices will also take part to pitch 
against the big names. This year’s 534-strong 
shortlist, ranges from private residential, to 
education, infrastructure, healthcare, hospitality, 
cultural/civic, interior and landscape projects 
across 70 countries.  

WAF will reconvene in Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands, from 4-6 December this year. This 
is the second time the event has been hosted in 
the Dutch capital, following previous editions in 
Barcelona, Singapore and Berlin. The architects 
and designers behind each shortlisted project will 
compete for category prizes at WAF from 4-6 
December. 
Presentations of the shortlisted designs will be 
made to more than 100 international juries in 
front of festival delegates. Category winners then 
compete against each other on the final day of the 
festival, to compete for the ultimate accolades of 
World Building of the Year, Future Project of the 
Year, Interior of the Year and Landscape of the 
Year. 
The 2019 completed buildings ‘Super Jury’ which 
will decide the World Building of the Year, includes 
Aaron Betsky, President of Frank Lloyd Wright 
School of Architecture; Anuradha Mathur, Professor 
at the Landscape Architecture Department School 
of Design, University of Pennsylvania Philadelphia; 
and Maria Warner Wong, Design Director of WOW 
Architects & Warner Wong Design. 
www.worldarchitecturefestival.com

Wynyard Crossing. Image credit: Monk Mackenzie | BECA | EADON | Athfield

The Circle of Good Hope. Image credit: GLH Architects

design news
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Waitomo Bungy Tower. Image credit: Ignite

Çanakkale Antenna. Image credit: MIR

design news
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CPMG Architects has provided transformative designs for 
Eden Park High School, a brand-new £16m teaching facility 
in Bromley, South London, which will offer state-of-the-art 
learning areas and a large selection of outdoor zones. 
The 12,300 square metre build, which is part of the 
‘Education for the 21st Century Multi-Academy Trust’, 
transforms previously disused public parkland on Balmoral 
Avenue, Bromley, between Elmers End and Beckenham. 
Working with main contractor Bowmer + Kirkland, the team 
has delivered the facilities needed to accommodate for the 
1,200 secondary and 480 sixth form pupils welcomed in the 
school’s first full intake this academic year. 
The designs create a real campus-like feel to the high school. 
As well as the main school building, facilities include a 
standalone sports hall with changing and teaching facilities 
for both school and community use, a dance studio, multi-
use games area and extensive green space designed with 
learning in mind.   www.cpmg-architects.com

CPMG Delivers State-
Of-The-Art High School 
Facility In South London

Chocolate Factory Development 
Wins Major Planning Award
The transformation of an old chocolate factory in Somerset into a mixed-use 
development has won top prize at the Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI) 
South West Regional Awards for Planning Excellence 2019.

Steeped in history and loved by locals, the old Somerdale Cadbury’s factory 
in the historic market town of Keynsham has been transformed into a 
liveable, mixed-use neighbourhood and employment hub with a thriving, 
diverse community. Planning consultancy Barton Willmore managed the 
project, successfully overcoming a range of complications including the 
discovery of the Roman town of Trajectus which was found underneath part 
of the site. 

The RTPI South West Awards for Planning Excellence 2019 are sponsored 
by Stride Treglown and WYG. The presentation of the overall prize to Barton 
Willmore will take place in January 2020 at the Somerdale site in Keynsham, 
Somerset. Barton Willmore will join other overall winners from regions 
around the country at the RTPI’s national Awards for Planning Excellence 
ceremony, to be held in London on 30 April 2020. www.bartonwillmore.co.uk

design news
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Step Back In 
Time And Make 
Stone Fly

Floating solid stone staircase design 
at its best - In the Scottish borders 
lies a country house that recently 
underwent a complete top to bottom 
renovation led by Boydell Architecture 
based in Galashiels, 30 miles south of 
Edinburgh. 
The client, architects and interior 
designer contacted the specialists at 
Ian Knapper to create a statement 
solid stone staircase that was 
befitting the history and grandeur of 
the building and to set the tone for 
the rest of the building as you enter 
the hallway – yet the project had a 
twist. 
The overall design required the 
bottom section to seamlessly float out 
into the room, spanning a stairwell 
that leads to the basement below. 
Making stone fly - The first challenge 
was the floating section which had 
to be self-supporting over a span of 
2.5m from the centre of the room to 
the far wall, a distance covered by 
four treads weighing approximately 
250kg each. (cont...)

design news
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(cont..) The solution took inspiration from 
master masons from 1000’s of years ago with a 
sweeping curved arch supporting the structure 
and linking the floating treads to those set into 
the walls as they continued up the building. 
The arch was vital in providing the strength 
needed at the bottom of the stairs. The arched 
solution also allowed the stair to sweep around 
to create one continuous curve ascending the 
building creating a seamless transition between 
sections.

Made to be strong, yet elegant -  As with any 
statement masonry project, the choice of 
stone is key. With hundreds of colours, tones, 
textures, properties and additional features like 
shell markings adding interest, it is an important 
consideration. 

Discussions led to the team sourcing a high 
grade Moleanos limestone, a stone that was 
consistent in colour and as featureless as 
possible in order to compliment both the 
building and the desired design.

History, tradition and heritage - It was vital that 
this project remained faithful to the building. 
The joint team from Ian Knapper, Boydell 
Architecture and client chose a traditional 
Modillion profile that complemented the 
buildings history including an elegant shaped 

underside only possible on a solid stone stair 
adding further presence to hall’s centrepiece. 
As with every project, the team of masons 
working on the project hand finished each tread 
using skills and techniques that stretch back to 
one of the oldest known professions.

Personalising the project -  The client and 
interior designer also wanted the project to not 
only be in keeping with the building’s design 
but also subtly reference the client’s Yorkshire 
heritage.  As a nod to the owner’s roots, Ian 
Knapper’s masons carved a Yorkshire rose on 
the underside of the first floor landing slab – 
a permanent reminder and reference to the 
owners, and a fitting symbol of its new lease of 
life.

The result - Throughout the project Ian Knapper 
worked closely with the project’s clients, 
architect and interior designer to produce a 
truly unique feature for the hallway of this 
grand Scottish Borders country house. The 
floating arched section added both drama 
and function as it soars over the entrance to 
the basement, sweeping around in a curve to 
ascend to the first floor.  www.ianknapper.com

design news
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Hotel PACAI in Vilnius 
Named Winner in 
Prestigious Surface 
Travel Awards

The 17th-century mansion-turned-hotel 
located in Vilnius Old Town was named the 
winner in the large international hotels’ 
category of this year’s Surface Travel 
Awards. The hotel was praised for being “a 
model for integrating historical authenticity 
with contemporary design.” 

design news
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Indeed, hotels created by world-famous architects Zaha Hadid, Dayna 
Lee and Neri & Hu Design were among the short-listed nominees, 
making this recognition additionally impressing. Formerly the palace 
of Lithuanian aristocrats by the name of Pacai, built in the 16th 
century, the hotel prides itself in preserving many restored Baroque 
elements on its premises, including the red-tile roof and vaulted 
stone ceilings. All rooms are decorated in a palette of native Baltic 
grey, with green marble bathrooms, exposed walls, cracked ancient 
pilasters and restored frescoes from other centuries, whenever 
possible. 

Sleek modern furniture, marble benches, artwork by a local 
Lithuanian painter and sophisticated lighting mix well with centuries-
old historic details that create an unexpected feeling of elegant 
luxury and cultured sophistication. The original palace, exploited by 
various administrative governments in the past two centuries, comes 
back for the new life, and aims to impress the modern traveller who 
is curious, sophisticated and appreciative of architecture, art, design 
and history. Photos by Andrius Stepankevicius   www.andstep.com
www.hotelpacai.com

Hotel PACAI, located in 
Vilnius, Lithuania, was 
named the winner of 
this year’s Surface Travel 
Awards in the category of 
large international hotels. 
The 104-room Hotel PACAI 
was selected out of seven 
short-listed hotels, and it 
was the only one listed that 

is not located in a traditional tourist destination or a metropolis. 
Nate Storey, Features Director at Surface Media, highlighted the 
impression the historical details and modern design left upon the 
award jury. 

“The jury was extraordinarily impressed by Hotel Pacai’s immaculate 
balance of historical details and contemporary additions,” said 
Storey. “It’s a testament to the architect Saulius Mikstas and interior 
designers Indre Barsauskaite and Greta Valikone, and the unexpected 
location in Vilnius made it a true discovery in every sense of the 
word. The best part of the Surface Travel Awards, now in its third 
year, is getting to reward the amazing design work happening in all 
corners of the world. Pacai is a great example of how a special hotel 
can inspire us to visit a new place.” 

design news
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WindoW of opportunity for natural 
Ventilation

With the new Wilo Stratos-MAXO pump, designed and 
introduced for use in large residential projects and light 
commercial ones, Wilo has seen fit to define ‘smart’ to 
distinguish this incredible new pump from anything that 
has gone before. The Wilo Stratos-MAXO offers greater 
efficiency, connectivity and comfort than ever before. It is 
the first pump which has an intuitive user interface – that 
makes installation and operation easier than ever before. The 
Wilo Stratos-MAXO also redefines system efficiency. 
www.wilo.co.uk

Bringing neW meaning to Smart pump 
technology…

A ‘window of opportunity’ has opened for natural ventilation 
with the launch of a new chain drive from GEZE. The 
Slimchain 230 V is the newest addition to GEZE’s Slimchain 
family of window opening drives that are cost-effective and 
easy to install.  Its slim and discreet look – just 25mm in 
height and 44mm depth - means that it can be integrated 
perfectly into a façade design and installed on a window leaf 
or frame. 
The Slimchain 230 V is extremely adaptable. It can be fitted 
to wooden, plastic or metal windows and is suitable for 
inward and outward opening, bottom, top and side-hung 
windows. The Slimchain 230 V can also be used in a building 
management system with the appropiate connections.  Its 
slender proportions belie its strength, with a holding force of 
2000 N, it can open windows with a leaf weight of up to 200 
kg. The Slimchain 230 V also offers drive stroke with variable 
adjustment and can be configured in a left/right variant. The 
Slimchain 230 V is available in anodised aluminium (EV1) or 
white (RAL 9016).  www.geze.co.uk

Schueco JanSen announce range of 
unlatched, non-reBated, 
Single-acting Steel fire doorS 

A comprehensive range of unlatched, non-rebated, single-
acting fire doors is now available from leading European steel 
specialist Schueco Jansen. These systems offer a solution for 
every application, including screens and partition walls. All the 
systems have a sleek modern look with slender profiles and 
slim sightlines and all deliver a level of performance that is fully 
tested and approved. 

A large glazed central area – a feature that is common across all 
door types – maximises light transmission and helps to make the 
new doors as attractive to look at as they are effective in use. 
The three systems in the range are Economy 60 in 30-minute 
[E30] and 60-minute [E60] versions, Janisol 2 EI30 and Janisol 
C4 EI60. 

All offer Sa smoke protection and are fully assessed to EN 1634 
for both fire and smoke protection. The Economy 60 door is a 
60 mm deep system which is available with either 30-minute or 
60-minute integrity-only protection against fire. 

Flush single- and double-leaved doors, with optional side and 
top lights, also make it ideal for internal fire-rated partition 
walls. Both the Janisol door systems are thermally broken to 
ensure an excellent level of all-round insulation, an important 
consideration when sustainability and whole life costs are 
mandated as factors in the brief.  Please email mkinfobox@
schueco.com

Doors have the ability to both start and finish off the look of 
a room, so making your door a design feature allows you to 
define your space and reflect your intended interior before even 
stepping over the threshold. Made in Italy and manufactured 
in Britain, Portfolio doors are changing the way we see doors. 
With 4 collections; Contemporary, Classic, Exotic and Natural, 
and with 20 door designs to choose from, Portfolio doors 
are natural veneers with an on-trend twist. Whether your 
interior relies on neutrality suited to the light grey horizontal 
or the Scandinavian 2 stile or you are one to opt for a more 
traditional yet impactful look available from the Walnut or Oak 
vertical. Portfolio’s engineered veneers allow for flexibility and 
practicality.  www.portfoliodoors.co.uk

maKe a Statement With 
portfolio doorS

news

Drainage 
teams 
from Lanes 
Group plc 
are carrying 
out a major 
programme 
of sewer 
cleaning and 
surveying in 
support of 
a £21million plan to reduce congestion and air pollution in 
Cardiff. The drainage works are needed to prepare for the 
introduction of the city’s first dedicated cycleways and other 
road and public transport improvements designed to clean 
up the Welsh capital’s air. 
The computer-generated image above shows what one 
of the proposed cycleways, in Lloyd George Avenue, will 
look like. The Lanes teams are gathering a wide range of 
survey data for Cardiff City Council to make sure drain and 
sewer modifications comply with new sustainable drainage 
regulations introduced by the Welsh Government.  
www.lanesfordrains.co.uk

laneS drainage data Will help 
people get on their BiKeS

A former hotel in the Polwarth area of Scotland’s capital is the 
subject of a complex conversion and reconfiguration project, 
where Marmox Thermoblocks have been specified by the 
project consultants to address the critical floor/wall junction 
within the new extensions being constructed. 

Edinburgh based architectural practice, Morgan McDonnell 
is renowned for both its new-build and refurbishment work 
across the city and ‘Old Town’. In the case of the Ettrick Hotel, 
its client – developer Northumberland Street Mews Ltd. Is 
creating 6 new residential units within the existing building 
plus a further 4 across the two extensions. At the base of the 
new perimeter walls, the block-layers have used a total of 117 

of the 140mm wide. Thermoblock units each one 600mm long 
and 65mm high. In addition, the merchant stockist involved, 
St. Andrews Building and Timber also supplied a carton of 10 
Marmox MSP 360 Sealant for the purpose of completing the 
stepped joints. The Project Architect for Morgan McDonnell, 
Alice Hibberd commented: “We have specified Marmox 
Thermoblocks for other projects in the past and chose them in 
this case as part of our detailing to address the area where a 
thermal bridge might occur.”

The site agent, Daren Colvin, confirmed: “We are using 
Thermoblocks in new external walls inner leaves at the ground 
floor slab level and also at parapet level. The blocks provide us 
with a simple effective means of forming thermal breaks.” 

Each section of Thermoblock is comprised of ultra-high 
performance XPS insulation, encapsulating miniature 
columns of concrete, while the top and bottom are covered 
by alkali resistant glass-fibre mesh, retaining a surface of 
fibre reinforced polymer concrete to facilitate bonding. The 
concrete columns have a very low conductivity so do not 
present thermal bridges themselves and when coupled with 
the highly insulating XPS insulation core, a combined thermal 
conductivity of 0.47W/mK is achieved.  

Crucially, being able to employ a defined, very low thermal 
transmittance – derived by thermal modelling or measurement 
– offers a far more advantageous result than adopting the 
‘default’ figure offered in SAP which can often result in non-
compliance under the Building Regulations or the Building 
Standards for Scotland.  www.marmox.co.uk

marmoX thermoBlocKS Specified for 
edinBurgh hotel conVerSion
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Simple orientation marK enhanceS 
claSSic ancon Serrated WaSher deSign

Ancon has made a simple improvement to one of its smallest, 
but most utilised, stainless steel building components 
to benefit installers of its masonry support systems. An 
orientation guide, in the form of two horizontal square 
ridges, has been incorporated into the design of the classic 
serrated washer that Ancon supplies with its masonry 
support brackets. 
The square ridges, added to the back of the washer, 
correspond to the line of the serrations on the opposite side 
that faces away from the user during installation. The new 
design makes it quicker and easier for installers to orientate 
the serrated washer correctly. Users do not need to view the 
serrated face before installing the washer and can quickly 
identify how best to correct any rotation that may occur as 
the fixing bolt is tightened.  www.ancon.co.uk

Whilst the evolution of the wetroom industry continues 
without abatement, the fundamental key to a successful 
wetroom remains the same – an effective waterproofing 
strategy.  The growth in smarter, greener technologies 
that have a lower impact on the environmental footprint 
can now offer alternative waterproofing solutions to 
housebuilders. 
In response to this, CCL Wetrooms, the UK’s leading 
wetroom specialist, have launched Tilesure, a new Butyl 

Waterproofing and Decoupling Membrane, suitable for 
waterproofing wetroom floors on timber and solid floors. 
Tilesure is an evolution of the market leading RIW 
Tilesafe bitumen-based membrane, which has been 
developed to provide a comprehensive wetroom tanking 
solution whilst embracing cleaner, more environmental 
and sustainable development practices. The new Tilesure 
membrane has superior decoupling properties of up to 
12mm.  www.ccl-wetrooms.co.uk/waterproofing  

ccl WetroomS launch neW tileSure 
Waterproof & decoupling memBrane

Rinnai, a UK leader in the 
manufacture and supply 
of continuous flow hot 
water heating units and 
delivery systems for both 
residential and commercial 
sites, has strengthened its 
Technical Service dept with 
the appointment of Danny 

Madagwa to the post of Applications Engineer. Danny will 
be based at the company’s London office but will be liaising 
with customers on a nationwide basis. He holds a MEng, 
a masters’ degree in engineering. Says Rinnai Operations 
head Chris Goggin, “We are delighted to have Danny join 
us and he will be dealing directly with installers, contractors 
and end-users. The provision of technical service excellence 
is a key factor in the market switching to the continuous 
flow mode of hot water delivery, as opposed to the old, 
conventional methods which are more costly and far less 
efficient.”   www.rinnaiuk.com

rinnai 
StrengthenS 
technical SerVice 
team With neW 
london-BaSed 
applicationS 
engineer

Aico, the UK market leader in residential Fire and 
Carbon Monoxide protection, has launched Issue 
10 of its highly popular Product Selector.  Aico’s 
extensive product range is covered in the new 
Product Guide, along with an easy reference 
product list including descriptions.  Features and 
technology include next generation Radio Frequency 
Wireless Interconnection (SmartLINK), Real-time 
facts, real-time action (AudioLINK) and Aico’s dust 
compensation mechanism. 
An explanation of Sensor Types helps customers 
to decide which alarm type to use where.  The 
new Product Selector can be ordered from 
www.aico.co.uk/technical-support/guides-
publications/#navigation

neW aico product Selector arriVeS

Decorative specialists Armourcoat will be exhibiting 
at The Surface Design Show in February 2020, 
a must-visit event for architects, designers and 
specifiers looking for material inspiration from the 
UK and around the world, with this year’s chosen 
theme of ‘Close to Home.’ 
From restaurants, theatres, offices, classrooms, 
hotel receptions and private residences the use of 
hard sound reflective surfaces such as glass, wood 
and stone can cause excessive sound reverberation 
which leads to unpleasant noise levels. The correct 
control of sound can create a calmer and more 
pleasant environment. Designed to optimise the 

acoustics of interior spaces, Armourcoat Acoustic 
comprises of a special mineral wool composite 
panel that is bonded onto the substrate and 
finished with a seamless layer, presenting an 
elegant marble-based plaster finish while allowing 
sound energy to pass through the surface. 
Armourcoat will be recreating the hugely successful 
‘quiet zone’ on their stand at the show to highlight 
the benefits of their acoustic system, recently 
granted the Quiet Mark Award - the international 
mark of approval from the Noise Abatement Society 
Charitable Foundation. For more information and 
to register for tickets, visit  www.armourcoat.com

Armourcoat Joins Surface Design Show To 
Celebrate The Best In Innovative Surface Design

news
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eSi - heating controlS 
for all homeS

ESi offers a range of programmers that enables the installer 
to comply with Part L of the Building Regulations, providing 
separate timed heating control for living and sleeping 
zones in a home, whilst also providing timed control of 
hot water. The ESi range offers 24 Hour/5/2 day and 7 
day programming options for each channel. And these 
programmers also feature a “Landlord” option to encourage 
social housing and private tenants to allow access for annual 
maintenance. Take a closer look at www.esicontrols.co.uk

Coating specialists Bradite will launch the 
market’s fastest drying floor paint at this year’s 
Painting and Decorating Show in November. 
Floor-it is a new single pack product that is re-
coatable in just one hour. Formulated for use 
in light to medium-traffic situations it is ideal 
for factory walkways and general shopfloor 
usage where speed of completion is a major 
consideration. 

The nearest competitor floor paints offer re-
coating times of between 4 and 8 hours. Floor-
it is a high-performance ambient crosslinking 
water-based acrylic floor paint that has 
no odour. It is suitable for use internally or 
externally on appropriately prepared concrete, 
wood, metal, or asphalt floors. It can also be 
used on polyeurethane, epoxy and chlorinated 
rubber coated floors. 

The semi-gloss finish dries very hard with strong 
adhesion. Applied by either spray, brush or roller, 
it has a coverage, depending on the porosity 
of the substrate, of up to 11 square metres per 
litre. Floor-it is available in a full range of Bradite 
Floor Paint colours; RAL, British Standard and 
NCS. 

And it can also be used with the company’s Low 
Slip Additives LS29 or LS30 to provide additional 
underfoot grip. Bradite One-Can, launched in 
2018, is a one-hour re-coatable all-purpose, 
water-based primer and finish product offering 
strong adhesion, anti-corrosion and stain 
blocking properties.  www.bradite.com

Bradite’S floor-it floorS 
the competition

Structural repair specialist, Helifix, has recently made 
further additions to its extensive range of over 100 Repair 
Details, which give full technical and installation information 
on how to overcome a wide variety of structural faults. The 
new Repair Details give guidance on how to connect a new 
timber frame to an existing masonry wall, how to restrain 
rubble-filled stone walls and two new methods of repairing 
failed brick arch lintels. 

Every repair detail features drawings and provides details 
of the required products and tooling, specification notes 
and a step by step guide on how to undertake each repair 
using concealed installation techniques. The full range of 
Repair Details can be viewed, and individually downloaded, 
on the Helifix website at www.helifix.co.uk/downloads. The 
site also contains full Helifix product information, brochures, 
applications, case studies and installation videos.
email: kirsty.carr@helifix.co.uk

helifiX portfolio of maSonry repair 
detailS continueS to groW

A WORLD OF SIGNS TO  
TAKE YOUR BREATH AWAY

Signbox signs change everything. They’re transforming 

buildings from functional structures into unforgettable 

landmarks, turning settings into eye-catching scenic 

masterpieces and bringing spaces to life like no other.

For over 30 years, Signbox has remained the first name in 

aspirational signage solutions that push the boundaries of 

innovation and challenge convention. It’s all thanks to our  

great British design and engineering brilliance – and an  

intrinsic desire to look at signage differently. 

It’s a philosophy that works. Our award-winning signage 

strategies are borne from a freethinking creative energy and 

technical mastery of revolutionary materials and processes  

and they’re hard at work for brands and clients around the  

world for everyone to see.

Everyone has a story.

Signbox helps brands find the best way to tell it.

ARCHITECTURAL S IGN SOLUTIONS

01784 438688 SALES@SIGNBOX.CO.UK WWW.SIGNBOX.CO.UK
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interiors

Armourcoat Acoustic Flies High 
At New Istanbul Airport

Armourcoat’s acoustic plaster system 
has been specified by UK architects 
Softroom for the new $12 billion 
Istanbul Airport in Turkey. 
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The facility will eventually fly 200 million passengers 
a year when complete in 2028, making it the world’s 
biggest airport. The stunning interior design for the 
Turkish Airlines lounges is the result of an international 
competition won by Softroom. The brief called for 
19,000m2 of lounges that embody the national carrier’s 
new brand philosophy of ‘flow’ within the airport 
environment. 

The lounge design forms a passenger journey that 
effortlessly weaves the spaces, which include drop-off, 
check-in and departure areas, of the lounges together. To 
aid the sound quality within the lounges, the Armourcoat 
Acoustic plaster system creates a seamless ceiling finish 
with a class ‘A’ Noise Reduction Coefficient rating. 

Its clean and smooth mineral surface adding to the overall 
design. In addition, the Armourcoat Acoustic system was 
installed as large island panels within the 55,000m2 Duty 
Free area operated by Unifree Duty Free in partnership 
with Gebr Heinemann. The area takes inspiration from 
the Bosphorus Strait in Turkey, with seven sections each 
selling brands related to its theme, including Emporio 
Armani, Louis Vuitton, Christian Dior and Bulgari. 

Designed to optimise the acoustics of interior spaces, 
the acoustic plaster system comprises a special mineral 
wool composite panel that is bonded onto the substrate 
and finished with a seamless layer. It offers an elegant 
marble-based plaster finish while allowing sound energy 
to pass through the surface. 

The Armourcoat system, which consists of 80% recycled 
material, has zero VOCs and achieves class ‘O’ fire rating.
The system has also been granted the Quiet Mark Award 
- the international mark of approval from the Noise 
Abatement Society Charitable Foundation.  
www.armourcoat.com
Photography: © Büçra Yeltekins
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The DRU Passo Eco Wave is a sleek, cylindrical gas stove with 
a large, wrap-around viewing window framing a gorgeous log 
fire bed. It is operated by the exclusive DRU Eco Wave app 
for tablets and smartphones, has an A energy rating and is 
over 90% energy efficient. The Passo is a balanced flue stove, 
a technology that was originally developed by DRU and now 
used for millions of gas appliances worldwide. 

It does not need to be connected to a chimney, so can be in-
stalled in a variety of locations around the home. Air is drawn 
from outside the building for combustion, with waste gases 
expelled through the same concentric flue. This enables high, 
impressive flames, high efficiency and no depletion of air from 
within the home, resulting in safe and comfortable heating. 

Due to the success of the original Nero black version, DRU 
has now produced the Passo in an additional 5 colour fin-
ishes: Titan, Pearl, White, Turquoise and Light Grey. So, there 
are stoves to suit any kind of interior décor, a real choice for 
consumers, architects and designers. It is available from ap-
proved DRU fireplace retailers throughout the UK. For further 
information, visit www.drufire.com

DRU Passo Eco 
Wave Gas Stoves 
Now Available In 6 
Colour Finishes

Vaqueta Gastro Mercat is a unique new restaurant situated in the centre of 
Valencia, Spain. Entrance to the restaurant is also unique - gained via a high 
end green grocery shop whose produce is also used in the restaurant. Once 
in the restaurant, clients are treated to a spectacular, flamboyantly decorated 
dining area that can seat up to seventy-five, private dining rooms and open 
plan kitchens also feature. 

For tables, the open plan kitchen and areas of wall cladding, architectural and 
interior design studio Janfri & Ranchal required a material that would look 
spectacular, blend in with the use of other natural materials and importantly, 
stand up to the rigors of a busy restaurant.COMPAC’s quartz worksurfaces:  
Ice White, Ice Black and Unique Marquina™ were selected for the project as 
they met all the specification requirements. 

Ice White and Ice Black are part of COMPAC’s Ice of Genesis collection 
Inspired by the great ice lakes of the Artic. Unique Marquina™, is part of 
their Unique Collection, a range of quartz worksurfaces inspired by the 
colours, beauty and textures found in the world’s great rivers, forests, lakes 
and mountains. COMPAC’s renowned engineering skills ensures their quartz 
worksurfaces have virtually zero porosity making them easy to clean and 
maintain and they will continue to perform and retain their beauty for a 
lifetime of use. www.compac.es

Compac Quartz Worksurfaces Add A 
Tasteful Touch To Valencian Restaurant
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Troldtekt, one of Europe’s largest innovators and manufacturers of wood wool panelling has won an ICONIC Award 2019 for its 
exciting new ‘design solutions’ range. Danish manufactured Troldtekt panels are commonly specified throughout the UK and Europe 
to improve the interior acoustic environment.  The new Collection has proved so popular it won the ‘Innovative Architecture’ 
Award at this year’s distinguished German Iconic Awards. Presented by the German Design Council, the Awards celebrate visionary 
architecture and innovative, sustainable products. 

Designed by in-house architect Michael Christensen, the nine new Troldtekt design solutions have two primary features in common: 
Firstly, they are mass-produced and therefore competitively priced. Secondly, they give architects great flexibility and are designed 

to give ceiling and wall surfaces a seamless look. Each solution is intended to form a complete acoustic 
surface, whether large or small.  

The range includes Troldtekt® line with perfectly symmetrical vertical lines, Troldtekt® tilt line with 
asymmetrical grooves, Troldtekt® curves, Troldtekt® tiles, Troldtekt® puzzle, 3-dimensional Troldtekt® rhomb 
and Troldtekt® dots. Troldtekt® dots is a fascinating design comprising 66 round indentations of varying 
size, adding a dynamic pattern of circular elements to the entire ceiling or wall surface. Each features its own 
distinctive pattern and a unique style which, when coupled with colours, offers specifiers huge amounts of 
flexibility to realise their most creative projects at a competitive cost.   www.troldtekt.co.uk. 

Award Winning Acoustics 
With Elegant Design

SALICE are renowned for designing and manufacturing furniture systems for kitchens, bathrooms and 
bedrooms where technological innovation is paired with functionality and design. Constantly striving to 
enhance their range, their Series B hinges now offer new technological features for even greater levels of 
performance.  An integrated silicone-oil damper delivers a soft and gradual closing action for doors of all sizes 
in any application. 
This hinge is also available with the Push self-opening system for handle-less doors. A slight pressure is 
sufficient for the door to self-open. Both versions are equipped with a new fixing system that allows them to 
be fitted to doors with a minimum thickness of 8 mm. The extremely reduced thickness enables the use of the 
doors in denser and special materials, such as ceramic, cement and quartz composite as well as HPL, HDF and 
MDF. Also available in the futuristic Titanium finish, the Series B hinges are fully adjustable in three directions 
and are compatible with all Salice mounting plates.   www.saliceuk.co.uk

Salice Series B Hinges 
Offers New Features
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Safe Environment 
Supported with 
Yeoman Shield 
Anti-Ligature 
Handrail System

Yeoman Shield Anti-Ligature handrail system 
is being utilised in a dementia unit in South 
Wales. Ysbyty George Thomas, as part of 
Cwm Taf Health board’s Valley Life Initiative, 
has recently undergone a refurbishment to 
become a health and wellbeing centre for 
people with cognitive and memory problems. 
Throughout the design process of the new 
Dementia Unit, comfort and functionality for 
clients who would be accessing the area was 
paramount. 

Not only were aesthetics taken into 
consideration with a stunning welsh valleys 
mural wallpaper installed in between bright 
colourful “front doors” but safety aspects 
were of a prime concern. For safeguarding 
measures Yeoman Shield’s Anti-Ligature 
Guardian Handrail was chosen, as both a 
supportive and wall protection rail system, 
along the main corridor of Ysbyty George 
Thomas as well as through the Dementia 
Unit.  

This Anti-Ligature handrail has a continuous 
fixing block which runs the full length of the 
back of the rail eliminating any points that 
can easily have a length of material or cord 
wound around it, preventing the possibility 
of harm to patients. To ensure that the 

terminating ends of the handrail are not used 
in a similar way, a tightly fitted wall return is 
added to enclose the ends allowing no gaps 
between the wall and rail. 

Supplied in a dark grey colour to contrast 
with the light wall colour scheme, the 
Guardian Handrail dovetailed perfectly into 
the wall paper design by resembling the top 
of the depicted drystone walling. “

We are exceptionally pleased with the new 
Dementia Unit and the look, quality and 
functionality of the Yeoman Shield Anti-
Ligature Guardian Handrail” commented 
Jeanne Smith, Directorate Support Manager, 
Mental Health, Cwm Taf University Health 
Board.  For more information go to 
www.yeomanshield.com

“WE ARE EXCEPTIONALLY PLEASED WITH 
THE LOOK, QUALITY AND FUNCTIONALITY”
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The design of spaces for children is intriguing because of the permanent influence it can have on them. A new online 
theme by Danish acoustic panel manufacturer Troldtekt explores through articles and expert interviews how good 
acoustics plays its part when designing these areas. 

Of course, other factors such as colour, shapes, robustness and finish also have an impact but so does sound. 
Children are noisy and active and the rooms they inhabit are typically large. Careful design considerations are 
particularly important because a child’s environment moulds their perspectives for the future and the development 
of the mind and body. 

Studies such as Bronzaft and McCarthy (1975) have shown the effect noise has on wellbeing and learning - this 
is the reason why the products of specialist manufacturers like Troldtekt are specified to solve the problems of 
noise and reverberated sounds. If acoustic absorption is ineffective, discomfort and irritation will result from the 
reverberations. If it is designed well, the participant’s interest will increase, as many case studies for new and 
transformed buildings prove. 

The Danish education psychologist Mille Sylvest comments, “It’s very important to be aware of noise when designing 
facilities. Noise affects stress levels for both children and staff because nobody can endure spending long periods 
of time in a noisy environment. Lower energy levels, more sick leave and poorer learning outcomes are the direct 
results of noise.”  www.troldtekt.co.uk

Childcare Institutions 
With Sound Design

In keeping with its policy of continuous product 
improvement, Salice has introduced an updated 
version of its industry–standard pocket door 
system. Designated Exedra, the new version 
incorporates a linear magnetic damper that 
gently controls the movement of the door as it 
moves smoothly and silently into and out of its 
recess.  

In addition, a Smove piston cushions the 
door as it closes onto the cabinet. Walter 
Gosling, Branch Director for Salice UK Ltd 
commented, “All our pocket door systems are 
now supplied in the Exedra version and like the 
previous systems, are made to measure and 
fully assembled ready for installation.  Their 
customer friendly features have seen a healthy 
month-by-month increase in sales in 2019”.    
www.saliceuk.co.uk

Salice Pocket Doors 
Power Ahead
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International surfaces company COMPAC, 
has added three new inspirational designs 
to their renowned Unique Collection – an 
elegant range of quartz work surfaces 
whose exclusive designs have been 
inspired by the textures, beauty and 
durability of nature’s rivers, forests, lakes 
and mountains. 

Unique Bianco ™ has strength, movement 
and texture. A worksurface with its own 
unique personality, featuring a complex 
yet natural vein design reminiscent of 
gossamer thin leaves found on the forest 
floor.  Unique Carrara™ a surface able to 
move you and is unique in every respect. 
Combining style and originality with a 
subtle meandering vein design that will 
illuminate any space in the home or 
workplace.  

Unique Pietra™ is as mysterious as it is 
inspirational; its intense almost volcanic 
background will awaken your senses, 

a unique worksurface featuring a 
combination of defined and wispy strands 
of cloud running across its surface. 
Available in a polished finish* that 
intensifies surface colours, a glacé finish 
providing a smooth soft sensation to the 
touch, or a new state-of-the-art crépe 
finish which combines a fine roughness 
with a unique delicateness to provide a 
pure, flawless, non- glare finish, these 
three new worksurfaces will transform 
spaces in the home or workplace into 
something quite extraordinary. 

COMPAC’s Unique Collection, benefits 
from the company’s innovative 
engineering skills which ensures a 
virtually zero porosity surface which 
is easy to clean and maintain and will 
continue to perform and retain its 
elegance and beauty for a lifetime of use.   
http://en.compac.es/coleccion-unique/

Compac Adds Three More 
Inspirational Designs To 
Their Unique Quartz 
Worksurface Collection

Unique Pietra ™
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Howe Green Supplies Floor Access 
Covers For Inspirational 
University Building Howe Green supplied over 

fifty aluminium floor access 
covers for the award winning 
Collaborative Teaching 
Laboratory (CTL) at the 
University of Birmingham’s 
Edgbaston Campus. 

The CTL is part of a £40 
million plus investment by 
the university into Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) subjects. 
Howe Green 5000 Series Light 
Duty Aluminium and 7500 
Series Medium Duty Aluminium 
Floor Access Covers were 
supplied to main contractor 
Morgan Sindall and were 
specified by Sheppard Ross.  

The covers were installed by 
the team from Morgan Sindall 
and infilled with ceramic floor 
tiles. In addition to ceramic 

tiles the 5000 Series and 7500 
Series can be used with marble, 
terrazzo, concrete, resin, wood 
or parquet flooring.   

The 5000 Series is suitable for 
use in areas with pedestrian 
traffic and the load performance 
of the 7500 Series is for cars 
and light delivery vehicles up 
to 5 tonnes pneumatic tyre 
load. The access covers can 
be removed, safely and easily, 
for maintenance purposes with 
the use of lifting keys or Howe 
Green Access Cover Skates.  

The access covers fit perfectly 
flush with their surround to 
avoid the risk of hazard from 
slips or trips.   
www.howegreen.com

Corian® Basins 
And Troughs In 
The Exclusive 
Primo Range 
From CDUK

Wash basins, sinks and troughs made from 
Corian® Solid Surface have long proved to be 
the perfect resource for bathroom, cloakroom 
and kitchen design, whether in the residential 
or the commercial sector. Now CDUK, the 
exclusive distributor of Corian® in the UK 
and Ireland, has put together a specially 
‘curated’ selection of sink and basin solutions 
to create the dynamic, specifier-friendly Primo 
offering. Encompassing an inspiring range of 
possibilities from the most versatile shapes 
to specialist and signature options, plus a 
bespoke offering, Primo means that projects of 

any nature, even in the most demanding environments, can optimise all 
the renowned benefits of Corian®. www.cdukltd.co.uk

interiors
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Chubb is the largest publicly traded property insurance and casualty insurer in the world. As part of a recent refurbishment project 
at their London headquarters, Chubb selected Benif Interior Film exclusively supplied by leading surface material distributor David 
Clouting, as the preferred material to help transform a large number of flush office doors, architraves, splash backs and washroom 
paneling which had become dated. 

Specialist contractors WRAPT used a Benif Interior Film modern oak 
finish to carry out the work over seven floors of the building which is 
set in the heart of the financial district. Manufactured by LG Hausys, 
Benif is a self-adhesive, architectural film that can be quickly and 
easily applied to almost any interior surface. The results of the Chubb 
office refurbishment were not only visually pleasing but also extremely 
cost effective and practical thanks to the Benif’s low maintenance 
requirements, longevity of performance and importantly, none of the 
existing doors, splashbacks and paneling had to be scrapped. 

With over 400 Benif designs and finishes to choose from, walls, doors, 
paneling, skirting and architrave can be quickly transformed without 
the need for costly replacements. Benif Interior Film has CE and IMO 
Certification.  www.davidclouting.co.uk

chuBB chooSe Benif interior film to enSure a perfect finiSh

Kaldewei’s Puro Set 
Wide bath is the perfect 
solution for bathing 
and showering, with 
a centrally-positioned 
waste outlet and 
extra wide rim, giving 
maximum freedom for 
positioning taps and 
fittings.

With an ergonomic 
backrest and extra steep 
walls on three sides, 
Puro Set Wide offers 
reclining comfort and 
optimum legroom while 
bathing and freedom of 
movement and excellent 
underfoot safety while showering. 

The generous standing space without intrusive waste cover can also be fitted with 
an extra large anti-slip coating on request. Available in left or right-fitting versions, 
it offers great versatility for different installation layouts. Kaldewei’s superior steel 
enamel is extremely durable, hygienic and scratch-resistant. All Kaldewei steel 
enamel bathroom solutions; shower surfaces, washbasins and baths are 100% 
recyclable and are supplied with a 30-year guarantee.  www.kaldewei.co.uk

KaldeWei puro 
Set Wide

Drawing on over 20 years of experience installing operable walls, Style was recently challenged to come up with a solution to divide a 
large meeting area, despite there being no suitable structure in the ceiling to utilise as a fixing point.   After some lateral thinking and 
close communication with the client, a non-structural timber frame was created for support, with the weight of the folding wall being 
transferred to the ground via a surface mounted floor track.  A Stylefold 120 folding wall system was chosen as the only operable wall 
that could realistically accommodate the room structure.  The client for this project was the international company, CEMAR, which 
offers a state-of-the-art, cloud-based administration support and contract administration product to companies in the construction 
sector.  www.style-partitions.co.uk

The University of the West of 
Scotland’s new £110 million 
Lanarkshire campus has 
installed floors from Flowcrete UK.  A 
multi-coloured flooring design made 
from multiple resin coatings was chosen 
so that students walking through the 
front door would be greeted with a 
wide-open space broken up by large 
blocks of dappled light grey, dark grey, 
green and blue flooring. To achieve 
this aesthetic, over 1,000 m2 of the 
decorative, methyl methacrylate system 
Flowfast Terrosso was applied. 350 
m2 of Flowfresh MF was also used in a 
number of bold colours. 
www.flowcrete.co.uk

floWcrete putS on a 
flooring maSterclaSS 

ingeniouS fleXiBle Space deSign from Style
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How To Transform Your 
Fireplace This Autumn

By Niall Deiraniya - General Manager, DRU Fires UK

Consumers are looking for ways to transform their existing fireplaces. 
And if they live in homes where there is no chimney, they are seeking 
solutions to create new fireplaces. The passion for wood - Recently, 
wood has been the most popular choice for anyone installing a new fire 
or stove. It is a sustainable fuel and looks beautiful when it is burning.  

A good example is the Dik Geurts Ivar, one of a series of compact 
stoves that will fit into an inglenook chimney or stand alone in 
many locations. The Dik Geurts Modivar has a choice of log storage 
compartments and plinths to suit different styles of living space.  If you 
would prefer to install a wood fire, there are many models. The Dik 
Geurts Instyle/Prostyle series includes fires from 55 cms to 1 metre 
wide. The Spartherm range has single, 2-sided, 3-sided and tunnel 
versions. 

They also include electronic vertically sliding glass windows.  The 
convenience of gas - Today’s gas fires generate a flame picture that 
is the equal of a real burning wood fire and are more energy efficient. 
The Global by DRU range is available in a selection of sizes with 
conventional and balanced flue versions. They also include the Global 
cavity wall gas fire, which fits inside the wall cavity. 

The inspiration of design - The 
DRU Maestro range includes 
2-sided, 3-sided and tunnel fires. 
They have a Dynamic Flame 
Burner, which creates high and 
dense flames. 

The Maestro 60 is a gas fire with a 
unique ‘Summerlighting’ feature.  
You can switch it from gas to 
electric mode in the spring and 
summer.  

Bioethanol - the green solution - An alternative fuel is bioethanol, an 
odourless, colourless liquid derived from renewable plants.  Bioethanol 
fires include built-in, table-top and freestanding models. The new Ebios 
Passo E bioethanol stove was recently voted Best Fireplace Suite (other 
fuels) at the Hearth & Home awards. 

So, when transforming your fireplace this autumn do you convert the 
existing chimney or opt for a freestanding model? If you’re going to 
burn wood, how will you store it? If gas is your preferred option, do 
you want a classic fireplace or a contemporary model? And finally, 
should you consider bioethanol? Whatever your conclusion, you can 
create the fireplace of your dreams this autumn.  www.drufire.com

interiors



4948

INSPIRATION, APPLICATION, SOLUTION!

DRU is an approved CPD provider to 
architects and DRU fi res have many design 
features that make them ideal for inclusion 
in architect-led projects.

Complete freedom of installation 
They require no chimney, and with 
the addition of the patented DRU 
PowerVent® extended flue system,
they can be installed in the most 
unlikely locations.

Tablet or smartphone controls
You can select your preferred fl ame 
picture, heat output and much more 
using the exclusive DRU Eco Wave
app for tablets and smartphones.
It all adds up to the UK’s most 
complete gas fire solution.

Drugasar Ltd. • T: 0161 793 8700 • E: info@drufire.co.uk • www.drufire.com

DRU gas fi res are among the most 
advanced heating appliances
in Europe, with a choice of over
50 models. There are many inspiring 
designs, including 2, 3-sided, see-
through and freestanding fi res.

DRU Maestro 75XTU Eco Wave gas fire

3621 Architects Ad Maestro 75XTU v2.indd   1 03-09-19   10:07

Decorative specialists Armourcoat have provided the 
finishing touches to The Soak, a new bar and restaurant 
next to London’s Victoria Station, with an all-day menu 
that is built around signature soaked flavours through 
fermenting, pickling, brining and steeping techniques. 

With interior design devised by a partnership between 
creative agency CAB and interior design studio MAS, 
the grade II listed building retains many original features 
including a carved leaf design which is now incorporated 
into the bar interior. Armourcoat’s Koncrete polished plaster 
finish is used to great effect on the bar front with recessed 
logo. 

Koncrete is an urban range of polished plaster colours and 
finishes designed for contemporary projects. The range 
offers a wealth of design options to achieve a distinctive 
modern look including distressed effects or recessed 
‘shutter’ markings. Outside the building, Armourcoat PPX 
has been used to repeat the restaurant logo design. PPX 
is a low maintenance, durable external limestone render 
system that can create  stunning honed and textured 
stone-like finishes for both new build and renovation 
projects.  www.armourcoat.com 
Photography: © Franklin & Franklin

Armourcoat's Polished Finish 
At The Soak
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Introducing Trackit, 
A Versatile Suspension 
System From 
The Shopkit Group

TracKit is an extremely versatile track 
suspension system providing mobility and 
flexibility to the presentation of banners 
and graphics, sliding panels/room dividers, 
shelving and clothing displays.  Trackit can 
facilitate different types of elements to be 
hung at different heights along straight or 
curved sections of track and repositioned 
easily and is proving to be a popular display 
solution for Receptions, Office Interiors, 
Galleries, Retail interiors, Window displays, 
Home, Hotels and the rest of the Leisure 
industry.

TracKit can be wall or ceiling fixed and is 
available with a choice of single, twin or 
triple tracks, enabling the design of multi-
track installations, giving displays the 
potential for depth and innovation.

interiors

This system offers static and mobile 
suspension options, via a roller wheel, which 
allows for easy re-positioning of complex 
displays and shelving as well as large panels 

and room 
dividers etc, by 
simply sliding 
the roller wheels 
along the track. 

The suspension 
track is 
available in 
both aluminium 
and stainless 
steel and there 

are six different support methods that can 
be hung from the track, each with a vast 
array of accessories and Shopkit can help 
determine which is most suitable for each 
application. 

Made to Measure and Installation options  
are available. The dimensions and material 
finishes of the different suspension systems 
and accessories can be varied to suit clients’ 
requirements and Shopkit can deliver and 
install all elements within this range - 
quotations will be supplied on request.        
www.shopkit.com

interiors
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doors, windows & glazing

Bespoke Addition For A Building 
With ‘Edge’

Inside, the leaves of the revolving doors are 
powder coated to match the façade and echo the 
engineering/transportation elements of the design 
concept – a subtle nod to the heritage of the site - 
a former railway goods yard. Between the revolving 
doors is a pass door powered by GEZE’s Powerturn 
swing door operator. 

This aesthetic was applied inside and out: each 
elevation features vertical and horizontal aluminium 
fins of many shapes and sizes which lend a bold 
aspect to Four Kingdom Street. It incorporates a 
structural steel frame and rougher, industrial materials, not usually 
incorporated into commercial offices, which contribute to its 
personality. Focchi describe it as “an office building with a bit of 
an edge”.

Said Andy Howland, director of sales and marketing for GEZE 
UK: “Four Kingdom Street presented us with an exacting and 
challenging brief which required us to be adaptable to meet those 
needs. We liaised with our parent company in Leonberg to ensure 
that we could meet the desired spec without compromising the 
integrity of the products and in doing so were able to deliver a 
bespoke configuration for this special project.”  

For more information about GEZE UK’s comprehensive range of 
automatic and manual door closers call 01543 443000 or visit 
www.geze.co.uk

An office and retail development in central London gave GEZE UK 
some big ideas for a bespoke entrance solution. Four Kingdom 
Street is the first of two office buildings to be completed at British 
Land’s canal-side Paddington Central development. The nine-
storey re-designed building comprises of more than 145,000 ft of 
space near to Paddington railway station. 

With communal roof terraces on all floors, a roof garden with 
views over Little Venice and sporting facilities, including the 
highest basketball court in London, it needed a proud entrance to 
complete an imposing aspect.  A tailor-made solution was devised 
with Focchi S.p.A., a leading company in the curtain walling 
sector, which was commissioned to execute an industrial aesthetic 
with city chic, created by architects Allies and Morrison. 

GEZE UK worked with its German parent company to adapt its 
TSA 325 NT manual revolving doors to produce two, three-leafed, 
glass-topped entrances with extra height – the doors are 3.5m 
high compared to the standard 3m. The doors have positioning 
drives which mean that after someone has walked through them, 
they continue to rotate until parked with the leaf wings close to 
the edges of the openings. 

The parking mechanism is driven by a motor installed beneath the 
floor. The doors were installed within the line of the building to 
provide a flush frontage under the overhang of the first floor.
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Stockport NHS Trust runs both community NHS services and Stepping Hill 
Hospital, which serves people across the areas of Stockport and the High Peak. 
With the responsibility of the safety and comfort of so many patients and staff, 
it is important that the trust maintain a high-quality standard within the built 
environment. 

When fire doors in the ground floor corridor of the hospital were identified as 
having minor damage to edges and panels, the trust engaged 
with Yeoman Shield to provide a solution to stop the damage 
from becoming a major concern. Left unchecked this type of 
impairment can lead to the non-conformity and malfunction 
of a fire door.  Yeoman Shield supplied and installed fire rated 
FD30 Door Edge Protectors to the leading and hinged edges 
of double swing door sets along the corridor. 

Door faces were fitted with Yeoman Shield 2mm thick 
FalmouthEx protection panels, to guard against impact damage mainly caused 
by the movement of wheeled and motorised trolleys. Now that the hospital’s 
fire doors have Yeoman Shield protection fitted, the life cycle of the doors 
will be extended, avoiding the costly task of replacing them. Yeoman Shield 
door protection products have been fully fire tested to the current standards 
required.  www.yeomanshield.com 

Hospital Installs Yeoman Shield 
to Help Maintain Fire Doors

Industrial Legacy 
Retained And 
Renewed With 
Crittall

An industrial building that was a hub of printing, graphic arts, 
photography and the music industry during its illustrious 90-year 
history has undergone a 21st century transformation with Crittall 
Windows ensuring that it retains its traditional aesthetic. Herbal 
House, close by the City of London in Farringdon, was built in 1928 
as the print works for the Daily Mirror. A defining feature of the then 
six-storey building was its horizontal bands of Crittall steel windows 
providing extensive daylight for the work carried on in the interior.  

The London School of Printing and Graphic Arts occupied upper 
floors from 1949 and, when the Mirror relocated in 1960, the vacated 
space was occupied by a mix of tenants, including photographers, 
art students and film producers. Leading actors and musicians were 
among its regular clientele and a clutch of 80’s iconic music videos 
were shot there. 

In 2016 owners Allied London appointed architects Buckley Gray 
Yeoman to mastermind the refurbishment to create workspace that 
would meet the demands of digital, design and creative businesses of 
the future. The decision was taken to maintain the industrial character 
of the building with the space expanded by two rooftop floors and the 
basement divided to provide two lower level workspaces. 

Existing brickwork and stone detailing was repaired and refurbished 
and the original Crittall windows replaced with modern equivalents, in 
this case Corporate MW40s with spandrel panels.  Crittall Cold Form 
Doors and MW40 external and internal screens were also installed in 
the double-height ground floor. MW40 features a high-performance 
double weather seal and is supplied hot dip galvanised with a low 
maintenance Duralife polyester powder coating. It also offers high 
levels of thermal and sound insulation. www.crittall-windows.co.uk

doors, windows & glazing
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A high specification security 
window that also respects 
the external appearance of 
heritage and historic buildings 
has been launched by Crittall 
Fendor.  
The SwingVent Heritage 
window acknowledges the 
fact that many NHS and 
private healthcare providers 
occupy buildings that were 
designed and built in the 
Victorian era. 
In many cases these beautiful buildings are listed and altering or upgrading them so as to meet modern care requirements is 
challenging as local planners retain strict control on matters concerning external appearance. However, where the medical facility 
is one caring for people with mental health problems the windows need to be both extra safe and secure. Crittall Fendor has 
combined the qualities of the thermally broken steel framed T60 window specified extensively on heritage buildings with their very 
successful SwingVent. 
The T60 provides a traditional steel window external appearance while the inner SwingVent window presents the full range of 
special safety and security features. These include an anti-ligature flush internal frame so as to help prevent attempts at self-harm. 
The slim steel frame maximises natural light and ventilation and double, triple, security grade, solar or acoustic glazing can be 
fitted depending on requirements.   www.crittall-windows.co.uk/specialist/healthcare/

Safe And 
Secure 
Windows 
With 
Heritage 
Appeal

Creating a sophisticated entrance solution 
to 22 Tudor Street, a highly innovative office 
development in Blackfriars, TORMAX has 
installed a 3-wing, full-glass revolving door 
with automatic swing pass door to one side, 
for hands-free access.  

Giving smooth and unhindered entry into 
the beautifully furnished, manned reception 
area, visitors to the building cannot fail 
to be impressed by the eye-catching 
‘living ceiling’, perfectly off-setting the 
contemporary TORMAX glass doors. Office 
Space in Town Blackfriars is a boutique 
serviced office facility located at 22 Tudor 
Street, London EC4. 

Working directly with Area Square Ltd, 
workplace consultancy and office fit-out 
experts on the £8.5m refurbishment of 
22 Tudor Street, TORMAX installed the 
environmentally sustainable option of a 
manual revolving glass door, ensuring good 
access at all times whilst efficiently reducing 
heat-loss from the stunning reception and 
waiting area.  

The automatic swing pass door is powered 
by the technologically advanced TORMAX 
iMotion 1301 operator.  www.tormax.co.uk

tormaX graSSed up!

The former site of an eighteenth-century glassworks in 
Bristol has been transformed into an elegant eight-storey 
riverside office building featuring shimmering glass facades 
and frameless glass balustrades installed by Façade & 
Glazing Solutions. Contemporary artist Terry Haggerty 
also created a seven-storey glass art installation on the 
eastern elevation of 3 Glass Wharf facing the railway line 
approaching Bristol Temple Meads.
The art installation was also installed by Façade & Glazing 
Solutions.  The main area of the elevation from levels 2-7 
features solar control glazing and has an appearance of 
“Ribbon” windows with bands of rainscreen between, 
achieved by fully wrapping the façade with a Wicona Wictec 
50 curtain walling system to provide the support for both 
the bands of glazing and rainscreen. https://fgs-uk.co.uk/

façade & glazing SolutionS tranSformS 
18th century glaSSWorKS

doors, windows & glazing
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One of Northern Ireland’s most 
popular 20th century libraries has 
been refurbished and extended 
with Crittall Windows helping 
to retain its unique character. 
Coleraine Library was built in 1969 
in Brutalist style on a restricted 
site at a town centre road junction. 
The task of designing a complete 
makeover that nonetheless 

respected the original features of the Grade B2 listed building fell to Belfast-based Hamilton Architects. The original three-storey 
building was circular in plan with a distinctive saw-tooth window configuration on the first and second floors. 
Project architect Nicola Donnelly says: “The building was listed a few years ago and so we were required to provide a like-for-
like window replacement. The existing steel windows were replaced with the same slim steel frames but with a much improved 
thermal performance.”  Crittall W20 windows were specified for the contract, with polyester powder coated white frames they 
contribute to the overall light and airy feel of the redesigned library interior.   www.crittall-windows.co.uk

crittall BooKed for 
liBrary tranSformation

Comar profiles have thicker walls providing extra strength and durability for the British market, ensuring that Comar performs. 
Designed specifically for the British Market and offering a truly British engineered solution. Comar ECO LT is a newly launched 
aluminium window and door system 
designed for the trade and installer 
market, where a competitive price yet 
the highest installed performance is 
required. 

Sightlines have been minimised whilst 
not sacrificing product performance. 
Large sizes come as standard from 
the same range of profiles. With low 
U-values, energy ratings of A++ and 
Document Q compliance with Secured 
by Design status this is a feature rich 
system which guarantees a quality 
installation. 

Comar ECO LT is a lightweight version 
of the ECO range, but the aluminium 
profiles wall thickness has not been 
sacrificed, ensuring guaranteed 
long-term performance. Due to 
Comar’s robust British design the size 
and weight limitations surpass the 
competition on a size by size basis.  
www.comar-alu.co.uk

comar launch the eco lt WindoW & door SyStemS Car lifts and vehicle stackers can provide the perfect 
solution for multi-vehicle households where parking space 
is at a premium, or where greater security is sought for 
premium marques, but could their exterior appeal be 
improved? 

Given the origins of these mechanical systems in the 
public, industrial and commercial sectors, the appearance 
of garages fitted with car lifts and stackers does not 
always reflect the aesthetics of the rest of the property – 
primarily due to the garage door options available. 

The priority of function over form can be a disappointment 
for any homeowner or developer investing the significant 
sums necessary to provide their property with this high-
end form of parking, especially when they are seeking to 
achieve a ‘wow factor’. It is an issue that leading bespoke 
garage door manufacturer Rundum Meir is routinely asked 
to help with. 

By manufacturing every door specifically to suit the 
project, its Side Sliding Rundum Original doors can be 
designed and engineered to provide the perfect fit where 
a car lift is installed, with superb looking solutions for even 
the tightest spaces. With 50 years’ experience behind it, 
Rundum Meir provides specialist guidance to architects 
and specifiers working on projects with car lifts or vehicle 
stackers to achieve the look that is right for the property. 
Every Rundum Original garage door effortlessly combines 
stunning aesthetics with premium functionality, including 

easy integration with automation systems, for a truly 
bespoke and distinctive garage door design. 

Danesch Missaghian, owner manager at Rundum Meir 
(UK) Ltd said: “Car lifts and vehicle stackers for high-
end residential have grown in popularity in recent years, 
but when designing a solution there is no need to limit 
your aesthetic 
ambitions 
by sourcing 
the lifting 
equipment and 
the garage door 
in one package. 
As we specialise 
in bespoke 
garage doors, 
our capabilities 
to develop 
an attractive 
exterior for any 
multi-vehicle 
garage are virtually unlimited, and this is where we can 
add real value.” 

All Rundum Meir garage doors are custom designed in the 
UK, made in Germany and assembled in the UK. 
www.rundumgaragedoors.co.uk

Elevating Door Aesthetics 
For Car Lift Garages

doors, windows & glazing
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As a new decade commences, professionals 
everywhere are seeking fresh inspiration 
for interiors, whether for commercial 
spaces or residential living. This desire for 
innovative performance and trend-setting 
designs is most notable when it comes 
to interior doors, whose influence upon 
a room can have a marked effect on the 
surrounding décor, lifting and invigorating 
adjacent space. Bringing clarity to this 
process is Vicaima, who have just launched 
their 2020 Interior Door Selector. Packed 
with ideas this brochure is an essential tool 
for every specifier.  

Now an annual and eagerly anticipated 
event, the 2020 edition of the Vicaima 
Interior Door Selector has over 100 
pages filled with doors and doorsets that 
suit a multitude of applications, tastes 
and budgets. Its simple to navigate 
layout has been designed to make the 
selection process straightforward, with 
at a glance guides to form, function and 
fire, or indeed other desired performance 
criteria. Every range also shows a simply 
Price Indicator, allowing easy comparison 
between potential options for that perfect 
specification.  Vicaima have introduced 
some pioneering products that are certain 
to gain wide appeal. 

These include: Primed 2 Go, a revolutionary, 
polymer faced door for painting that 
requires no surface sanding or priming, 
saving time and money on site. Deep 
Textured Finish, creating the authentic 
touch of an open grain in a matt finish 
that can be applied to a selection of 
veneered and stained veneered doors. An 
extension to the Visual Sensation foil door 
range, introducing 4 new matt finishes 
and new horizontal grain options in both 
the Naturdor Stained and Dekordor SD Foil 
ranges.  Naturally, it’s not just about great 
design and trend setting aesthetics. 

As specialists in performance products, 
Vicaima set the benchmark for fire 
certification, coupled with security and 
acoustic solutions. With a growing market 
awareness of the needs of providing 
peace of mind when it comes to fire 
safety, specifiers gain confidence from a 
supplier like Vicaima, who achieved 54 
minutes during recent MHCLG testing of 
their 30-minute door assemblies. This, 
coupled with Secure By Design approval 
and FSC environmental certification, makes 
Vicaima the obvious choice for demanding 
locations. Download a copy of the 2020 
Interior Door Selector today by visiting 
www.vicaima.com

Fresh Ideas For 
Interior Doors In 2020

doors, windows & glazing
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comar5P.i ADVANCED

Comar’s Design Team brief was to specifically meet architectural demands; low 
U-values, matching slim sight lines for both the casement and tilt/turn windows, 
large glazing pocket for acoustic glass, Secured by Design and large sizes. For our 
fabrication and contractor partners, performance with built in fast-track fabrication 
and installation.   

The technology from the Comar 9P.i system has been incorporated into the Comar 5P.i 
window range. This ensures the Comar 5P.i Advanced Casement and Tilt/Turn window 
system integrates seamlessly into Comar 9P.i framing and creates the option for standalone 
high performance windows, up to 2.5m high with U-values as low at 0.77.  BIM Models 
available at Comar Partners: www.comar-alu.co.uk/login/.

Latest Thermal Break Technology Produces the  
Next Generation of Windows.

For more information about 
comar5P.i ADVANCED please contact us:

Tel:  0208 8685 9685
Email:  projects@parksidegroup.co.uk
Web:  www.comar-alu.co.uk 

Notes from the Comar 
design team...

The latest thermal 
break technology 
including foam.

Fast-track semi unitised 
construction for floor to 

ceiling glazing.

Windows hang direct from 
the Comar 9P.i Frame as 
well as rebated doors.

With thermal foam and 
triple glazing, U-values are 
reduced to 0.77, creating a 

future proof solution. 

BIM ready.

Large 62mm glazing 
pocket for acoustic 
or triple glazed glass.

Slim sight lines for 
both the casement 

and tilt/turn.

 ARCHITECTURAL  ALUMINIUM  SYSTEMS

Kalwall® translucent cladding, exclusively available 
in the UK and Ireland from Structura UK Ltd, has 
helped transform a former marble processing 
plant into an amazing space for the University of 
Tennessee in Knoxville, USA. Designed by Cope 
Associates, the new Facilities Services Complex 
has totally revitalised and refreshed the original 
1908 building and the use of Kalwall has helped the 
projects LEED Silver Certification. 

The project has proved so successful it was 
named the Collegiate Citation winner for historic 
preservation in American School and University’s 
annual Educational Interiors Showcase Award.  
The interior of this 8,500 sq metre building is now 
bathed with diffused daylight through the Kalwall 
panels fitted into the original clerestory encircling 
the central hall. 

The Kalwall keeps the interior free from glare and 
hotspots and the stark contrasts of light and shade. 
It also specifically helps the computer users by 

keeping direct sunlight and glare off their screens 
making it more restful and reducing eye fatigue.  
Furthermore, Kalwall’s insulation properties mean 
‘U’ Values of up to 0.28 W/m2K can be achieved. 
This is as energy efficient as a normal cavity wall 
and four times better than insulated glass units. 

Therefore there is less of a demand for artificial 
heating and cooling, while the translucence 
reduces the need for artificial lighting.   Kalwall is a 
popular choice for retrofit projects. The strong and 
lightweight panels are factory prefabricated to the 
exact size needed for each project. They are easily 
be retrofitted into existing spaces and can often 
use the existing substrate saving both time and 
money on removal and new fabrication. 

This, coupled with the low maintenance colour 
stable, UV resistant and self-cleaning surface, has 
the additional advantage that ongoing maintenance 
is kept to a minimum thereby avoiding cost and 
disruption.   www.structura-uk.com/kalwall 

Kalwall Leads The Way 
In Retrofit Design

doors, windows & glazing
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An ambitious project to boost the 
creative industries sector in the north-
east of England has used Crittall 
Innervision steel screens and doors as a 
key design element.
A former Grade II listed post office in 
Hartlepool’s Whitby Street has been 
transformed to become The BIS, the 
town’s new hub for business start-ups 
offering a range of office and workshop 
spaces augmented by specialist support. 
The £4million project, backed by 
Hartlepool Borough Council and the Tees Valley Combined Authority, is viewed as the 
catalyst for an innovation and skills quarter in a Victorian conservation area close to 
the town centre. Leeds-based architects Group Ginger have retained the existing post 
office building and augmented it with a modern two-storey extension. 
The two parts of the building are linked by a covered courtyard, described as a 
multi-function open social space which is where Innervision steel screens and doors, 
based on Crittall’s Corporate W20 profiles, have been used.  Acting as glass walls 
for individual workspaces, they also look out onto the social space to encourage 
collaborative partnership working and interaction between the new occupants of The 
BIS. www.crittall-windows.co.uk  

crittall ScreenS at the  
heart of neW innoVation 
centre

Wrightstyle, the steel glazing systems company, has been appointed to design, supply and install fire rated screens to the new Tube 
station at Battersea Power Station, part of the Northern Line Extension. The new station will serve a mixed-use redevelopment of the 
iconic old power station, with shops, restaurants, bars, offices and residential accommodation, as well as existing communities. The 
Underground line will extend the Charing Cross branch of the Northern line, with two new stations at Battersea Power Station and Nine 
Elms, which will also serve, among others, the Embassies of the USA and the Netherlands. Construction began in 2015, with tunnelling 
completed in late 2017.  The new line is expected to open in autumn 2021. The Grade II* listed power station and the surrounding area 
is being brought back to life, and some 1,000 people have already bought property in the new development. The £8 billion project is 
being built in seven phases, with final completion due in 2025, and is expected to create some 15,000 jobs. www.wrightsyle.co.uk

WrightStyle goeS underground

National Sports Centre Reopens 
With Extra Light
The National Sports Centre in the Isle of Man is a well visited place with some 

fantastic sports facilities.  Last year both its competition and its leisure 
pools were closed to allow a £4.2m refurbishment project to commence, 
which saw a range of Xtralite products bring natural light into the 
building. “This is such a highly used venue that it was necessary to 
ensure high specification rooflights were incorporated into the project to 
give better light, sound and thermal properties,” said Jim Lowther sales 
director Xtralite. 
“The flexibility of our X-Span range meant that all the criteria were met 
with ease, creating a finished product that delivered all the practicalities 
whilst being visually appealing to pool occupants and spectators below.” 
The 50m competition pool has benefitted from the additional natural 

light that the X-Span rooflights has delivered. Situated above the pool and replacing 
existing rooflights which had deteriorated over time, the six Xtralite X-Span thermally 
enhanced non self-supporting mono pitch rooflights were specified measuring 
16.4m x 2.25m all of which allowed natural light to filter through, whilst creating an 
impressive roofline whereby the rooflights undulated down the angled roof, keeping 
its wave like appearance. 
Bringing the latest glazing technology to the sports centre, the building and its users 
will undoubtedly benefit from the additional natural light which has been proven to 
improve wellbeing and performance. 25mm enhanced UV protect Lumira technology 
glazing was specified which is known for enhanced thermal performance, improve 
light transmission and better acoustics. www.xtralite.co.uk

doors, windows & glazing
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Rinnai, global leaders in continuous flow 
hot water heating products and systems, 
is introducing the Zen and Zen Plus home 
hot water & heating system which marries 

established and proven 
manufacture durability with 
new technologies to offer 
great energy efficiencies, 
user control and, importantly, 
unparalleled level of comfort. 

The Rinnai Zen and Zen Plus 
system will increase comfort 
and reduce energy usage 
whilst also providing a highly 

economically solution for today’s changing 
marketplace. 

‘Our core expertise is the mass production of 
long-term reliable combustion products with 
advanced technologies – we are a global 
leader and make over 2 million water heating 
units every year for domestic, residential 
and commercial applications. We have been 
researching and monitoring the UK domestic 
heating market for several years until we had 
a proven system. That time is now, and we 
are offering hot water heating units together 

with a superior performance combi boiler 
in 24, 29- and 35-kW outputs,’ says Chris 
Goggin, head of Rinnai UK operations. 
Some of the features of Zen & Zen Plus 
are:  IOT controller as standard; Fast heating 
mode; DHW pre-heat function - saving 
wasted water; Energy monitor function 
allows user to monitor energy usage; flue 
runs up to 30 meters, Rinnai boiler App for 
android and IOS; constant temperature-
accurate hot water delivery at continuous 
flow rates. 

There is also smart Wifi controller and 
App benefits; The Rinnai app seamlessly 
connects to the controller in the property; 
the user can control the boiler remotely 
adjusting temperature, setting weekly and 
daily programmes, receiving alarm functions, 
monitor energy usage and set limits. 

The Wifi and boiler controller also uses GPS 
from the user’s mobile to bring on the heat 
when you are getting close to home to 
ensure the house is warm when you arrive. 
Rinnai Zen & Zen Plus are available for use 
with both natural gas and LPG.
www.rinnaiuk.com

Rinnai Re-Imagines Home Hot Water & Heating Systems

Rinnai And The Art Of Zen + Zen Plus

environmental control

Comfort And Safety 
From SE Controls At 
Hampton School’s 
New Sixth Form 
Centre
A new sixth form study and careers centre at 
Hampton School in South West London is using a 
combined ventilation and smoke clearance system 
from SE Controls to help provide a comfortable 
learning environment with enhanced fire safety for 
students and staff. 
Designed by IID Architects, the new building 
is constructed as a three-story pod located in 

the centre of the 
school’s Hammond 
Quad, while a 
further single storey 
was added to the 
existing building at 
the southern end 
of the quad and 
the previously open 
space was covered 
with a glazed roof. 
In addition to 
meeting the 
building’s fire 
protection specification, which demands that fire fighters must 
be able to actuate the system and disperse smoke on arrival via a 

manual call point at the main entrance, SE Controls also had to integrate the ventilation solution 
into the BMS to provide comfort ventilation and temperature control in day-to-day operation. 
To achieve this, 20 SHEVTEC louvred smoke ventilators were installed at high-level in a rooftop 
plenum and operate as a four-zone system via a dedicated controller, 
linked to the BMS. 
This design enables proportional actuation of the vents so that they can 
be opened in stages depending on the temperature within the atrium.
Although the louvres are all 1,280mm in height, five different widths 
were used on the project, ranging from 1,430mm to 1,854mm, enabling 
them to fit within the structural glazing system’s dimensions. 
The range of sizes also ensures that the building’s ventilation air flow 
requirements are met as the vents provide a minimum of 50% free 
area when partially open.  In normal comfort mode, the motors open 
and close the louvres depending on the level of cooling and ventilation 
needed within the atrium, which is managed by the school’s BMS. 
If the building’s fire alarm system is actuated, it over-rides the BMS and all the vents are closed 
until the fire services arrived and actuate the system to manage how the smoke is cleared to 
assist fire-fighting procedures.   www.secontrols.com 

Courtesy of IID architects
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As one of the capital’s most prestigious events venues, 
monitoring and managing energy use and comfort 
conditions at ExCeL London is vital, which is why it chose 
to install Trend’s IQ®VISION. Located at the Royal Victoria 
Dock, when it opened in November 2000 ExCeL London 
became one of Europe’s largest regeneration projects.

With over 100,000m2 of multipurpose space, ExCeL 
London has a defined sustainability agenda and aims to 
continuously evolve and implement practices that deliver 
economic security, social and environmental benefits. This 
effort has been recognised with the Carbon Saver Gold 
Standard Award, alongside the Decade of Achievement 
Award for consistently reducing emissions over the last 
10 years.  As part of its policy of ensuring that its plant 
and building services infrastructure operates as efficiently 
as possible, a Trend building energy management system 
(BEMS) was installed to replace the existing Sauter system 
in the phase-1 building at ExCeL London. 

As part of the project, a Trend 963 Supervisor was 
installed, which provided a human interface to the 
phase-1 building initially and then the phase-2 building 
once complete. Following integration of the phase-1 and 
phase-2 buildings, the entire BEMS was connected to 
the ExCeL Local Area Network (LAN), providing network 
security and the ability for authorised users connected to 
the LAN to use certain 863 Supervisor functions remotely.  

The 963 Supervisor had served the building well for many 
years. However, it was relatively old technology and, with 
such a large area to cover, the management team wanted 
to allow their team to be able to highlight and 

Now available for domestic applications from 
Rinnai are the 11i A+rated continuous flow gas 
fired water heaters, with high energy efficiencies, 
low running costs and a consistent delivery of 
temperature accurate water. Rinnai makes over 
2million water heaters per year and as such is at 
the forefront of creating unit cost advantages for 
installers. 

The units are probably the most competitively 
priced type of their kind currently available on 
the UK market.  The Rinnai 11i is a modern-day 
variant on the multipoint water heater - plus all 
technological advances and innovations - yet 
at a very similar cost to its lower specification 
counterparts. Increasingly, installers are 
recognizing the benefits of Rinnai’s modern-day 
variant on traditional water heating solutions 
in terms of the cost effectiveness of these high 
performing multipoint appliances.  

Rinnai’s multipoint water heaters are far more 
energy efficient than outdated storage systems 
and are the preferred water heating method of 
choice in domestic properties and light commercial 
sites such as, cafes, pubs, restaurants and other 
smaller to mid-size outlets. 

Rinnai’s Energy Efficient Multipoint 
Water Heater - Never Run Out Of Hot 
Water Again!

The increase in popularity is quite simple – these 
units deliver high volumes of water instantly 
at any time of the day, or night, all at accurate 
temperatures for user comfort and safety.  They 
are also easy to operate and simple to install 
and maintain.  These Rinnai multipoint water 
heaters, for example, eliminate the problem of 
sudden changes in water temperature, resulting 
in cold showers or scalding hot baths – the water 
temperature you set is the water temperature you 
get. 

So, if somebody is showering at 42°C and a tap 
is turned on to draw a bath elsewhere in the 
property, the temperature does not vary, and 
there is no chance of either user running out of 
hot water.  The lightweight 15kg 11i water heater 
is compact enough to install in the smallest of 
spaces and is the ideal replacement for large 
obtrusive cylinders. Featuring easy to use digital 
controls this small but robust and durable unit is 
also simple to install.  

The unit draws down 6.10kW – 21.60kW of 
natural gas and has an eleven litre per minute 
maximum flow.  Internally wall mounted the 11i 
water heater measures 675mm high x 370mm 
wide x 134mm deep.   www.rinnaiuk.com

environmental control

Trend’s IQ®Vision Is Put Centre 
Stage At Excel London

investigate energy use and comfort conditions via their 
Apple iPhones. The 963 Supervisor did not have this 
functionality, due to limited support of the Java applet. 
It was realised that the time had come to change, so 
West Midlands based Concord, a longstanding Trend 
Technology Centre, were invited in to advise on the next 
step. 

Concord has enthusiastically championed IQ®VISION and 
the company immediately recognised the benefits that 
ExCeL London could experience by upgrading its 963 
Supervisor.  IQ®VISION provides graphical information to 
standard internet browsers and boasts a diverse range 
of useful functions such as centralised data logging, 
archiving, alarming, trending, master scheduling, system 
wide database management, and integration with 
enterprise software applications. 

They can then highlight and investigate energy use, 
create perfect comfort conditions, and be made aware 
of any plant based operational issues before they affect 
occupants. IQ®VISION is configured using the state-of-
the-art Niagara 4 interface, which as well as being bold, 
intuitive and easy to use, utilises HTML5 to provide an 
array of rich features that are perfectly in tune with the 
demands of the internet of things (IoT). This HTML5 
functionality means that the Excel London team can 
now view their BEMS schematics clearly via their Apple 
devices. www.trendcontrols.com

environmental control
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A South-west based specialist building services contractor 
has put together a full package of renewable and underfloor 
heating products, from the OMNIE range, to meet the energy 
and comfort ambitions for a striking new housing development 
on the Cornish coast. 

The nine properties at Bedruthan Steps, a few miles from 
Padstow, are being constructed by regional builder, Karn 
Havos Developments, while Sadler and Bourne from Liskard is 
a long-term supplier of OMNIE heating products and proposed 
the use of the compact, high performance LWD50 air source 
heat pumps along with 50mm Foilboard Floating panels over 
the concrete sub-floors, connected via the manufacturer’s 
Precision-Flo manifolds.  The three-bedroom dwellings’ 
inverted layout requires just a three-port manifold upstairs 
where the lounge, dining area and kitchen are located to 
maximise the stunning views, while an eight-port version 
downstairs serves the three bedrooms, two en-suites, family 
bathroom and utility room. 

A 300-litre storage vessel is kept topped up with hot water 
by the LWD50 air source heat pump to serve the multiple 
outlets, while one of OMNIE’s fully designed mechanical 
ventilation and heat recovery systems using the widely 
specified ComfoQ 350 HR units extracts moist air from 
the kitchen and bathrooms, supplying fresh warm air to the 
bedrooms and living areas.  www.omnie.co.uk 

omnie SolutionS Selected for StyliSh  
corniSh deVelopment

a neW linK to fire Safety

GEZE UK is launching a new product which links control units 
for smoke and heat extraction providing a cost-effective 
and easy-to-install solution that boosts fire safety. The THZ 
Link offers customers more choice and works by connecting 
control units for vents or zones around a building, providing 
a modular solution that can be extended to link growing 
numbers of control units which can be added when required. 

Fully tested to VdS 2581 and VdS 2593, the THZ Link also 
complies with EN 12101 Part 9  and Part 10  and provides 
complete flexibility for use in both new developments and 
older buildings. One of the main advantages of THZ Link, is 
that it doesn’t interfere with the building’s fire strategy - the 
solution makes it possible to have windows that can be used 
for both fire management and still be opened for natural 
ventilation. Another key benefit of the THZ Link, is that 
cabling can be kept to a minimum. As each control panel is 
linked rather than wired direct to a central control panel, the 
system helps reduce costs, minimising the amount of cabling 
required and reducing installation time.

It can be used as a stand-alone control unit with GEZE smoke 
detectors local to each fire and smoke zone or interfaced 
within a fire alarm panel. The THZ Link has been thoroughly 
test to comply with British Standards 9999 and 9991 which 
provide guidance on the design, management and ongoing 
use of fire safety measures in residential buildings.  It is fitted 
with a ‘lock-out’ feature, meaning that once a fire alarm is 
triggered, no subsequent activations can be applied, allowing 
efforts to be concentrated on where the fire started.

The system can operate louvred window systems, has a 
battery back-up that lasts up to 72 hours and can be applied 
within rooms and on stairwells.     www.geze.co.uk

The heating efficiency of a 1870s three floor semi-
detached house in south east London is set to be 
dramatically improved as a result of the introduction 
of Spacetherm WL insulation. Spacetherm WL 
consists of Spacetherm aerogel insulation blanket 
bonded to 3mm Magnesium Board (MgO), for use in 
applications where improved thermal performance 
is required with limited space. At just 13mm 
thick, the use of Spacetherm WL has virtually no 
negative impact on floor space, making it ideal 
for refurbishment projects where space is at a 
premium. www.proctorgroup.com

Victorian houSe heating efficiency 
to improVe With Spacetherm ® 
inSulation

Stelrad 
Radiator’s 
new Technical 
Director Lloyd 
Best has built 
a new and 
impressive team 
of individuals 
that is bringing 
a higher degree of sophistication to the radiator marketplace in 
the UK.“
We realised a while back that whilst radiators are quite 
traditional products and most people in the heating sector 
understand what they do and how they do it, the world is 
changing and we needed to be prepared for a world that is 
seeking carbon reduction strategies,” says Lloyd. 
“Renewable technologies are driving advances in the market 
so  developers, building designers, M&E consultants and even 
householders are looking for cost effective and of course heat 
effective products that can adapt to changes in the way we 
heat our homes and businesses. The impact the new team has 
had has been immediate and just a few months since bringing 
the team together, Stelrad is seeing pleasing results from the 
investment.  www.stelrad.com

neW proJect team maKing immediate 
impact at Stelrad

ESi Controls is taking 
a lead in offering the 
latest high quality 
heating controls. It now 
offers its latest RTP6 
in a stylish choice of 
colours, providing a clear 
interface for the user to 

remotely control heating 
and hot water programmes all from one simple app on their 
phone or mobile device. In addition, these exceptional heating 
controls come with a three year warranty and OpenTherm. 
With OpenTherm, efficiency can be improved by up to 14%. 
Contact ESi Controls - the company's new Specification team 
is waiting to offer you dedicated support. 
www.esicontrols.co.uk.

eSi - heating 
control

The Wilo Stratos-MAXO offers greater efficiency, connectivity 
and comfort that ever before. It is the first pumop which 
has an intuitive user interface that makes installation and 
operation easier than ever before.The Wilo Stratos-MAXO also 
redefines system efficiency. By featuring innovative energy 
saving functions and new control modes it attains maximum 
efficiency and the highest level of compatability with existing 
systems. To findout more about this sector leading addition 

to the Wilo pump range, head for 
www.wilo.co.uk

Wilo BringS neW meaning to Smart 
pump technology

environmental controlenvironmental control
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Tony Stevens, 
Technical Estimator 
at Bilco UK, outlines 
some key factors to 
be considered when 
specifying ladders 
for accessing a roof 
area.

Where is the ladder 
going to be used?  
If the ladder is 
required to gain 
access to the roof 
and to be mounted 
externally it will 
require a safety 
cage and guard rail 
to enter the roof 
safely.   

What is the ladder going to be used with?   You need 
to have a clear understanding of the type of access 
product the ladder is going to be used with. For a small 
hatch, such as the Bilco E-50TB, which has internal 
dimensions of 915mm x 915mm, a fixed vertical ladder 
should be specified. 

A retractable ladder would not be recommended for the 
E-50TB as the ladder angle would hinder access when 
you get close to the hatch. Where frequent access to 
the roof area is required for maintenance personnel, 
tools and equipment a companionway roof hatch, like 
the CS-50TB which is a larger elongated access hatch, is 
generally required.  

In this instance a companionway ladder or a retractable 
ladder can be specified (the maximum size for 
companionway would be 2440mm and 1500mm for 
retractable). The companionway ladder is a 75 degree 
angled, rigid ladder providing permanent access to the 
roof hatch. Retractable ladders are ideal for use in areas 
where the floor space must be kept clear. They can be 
mounted above a ceiling and be offered with additional 
vertical backboards with steps and a handrail. 

They can also be supplied with fire rating. Where 
access is required to the roof area via a smoke 
ventilator, like the Bilco ESW-50REM, a retractable 
ladder is not an option.  The very nature of the 
mechanism of a retractable ladder would prevent the 
flow of smoke through the vent.  It would therefore be 
counterproductive to use a retractable ladder with a 
smoke vent, although we have seen this specified on 
more than one occasion! The only recommended ladder 
for use with a smoke ventilator is a fixed vertical ladder, 
due to the small footprint of this type of ladder. 

Ladder Height - Knowing the height of the floor to 
underside of roof access hatch that you wish to access 
may seem incredibly obvious, but you may be surprised 
by the number of ladders that are specified either too 
short or too long for the height required!

Roof Void Height - When specifying a retractable ladder 
it is essential that you know the height of the roof void 
- the space between the ceiling and the roof. This is to 
ensure the ladder box liner will fit inside the space once 
retracted.

What happens if you get the specification wrong? If 
you specify a small hatch for use with a companionway 
ladder or retractable ladder it will be difficult to access. 
If you specify a large length hatch, it will be difficult to 
access from a fixed vertical ladder. The worker will have 
to overstretch to open and close the hatch, putting 
themselves into an unsafe position. 

If you specify a retractable ladder with a smoke 
ventilator you will compromise the integrity of the 
smoke ventilator by blocking the flow of smoke. 
To conclude, specifying ladders might seem like a 
straightforward aspect of a building project but the 
health and safety and functionality implications are far 
reaching. 

Always ensure you specify the right type of ladder and 
hatch that will provide the safest and easiest access to 
the roof area. If you need help with the specifying the 
right ladder to use for roof access please contact 
tony.stevens@access-360.co.uk

Key Considerations When 
Specifying Ladders

viewpoint

A stunning ‘roundhouse’, built as part 
of a project to renovate and extend a 
Grade II listed property, provides a new 
perspective on the design, purpose and 
visual appeal of garages which are so 
typical of Britain’s homes. The large 
private family home in Surrey, originally 
designed and built between 1930 and 
1963 by eminent exponent of the 
vernacular tradition and Arts & Crafts 
in architecture Harold Falkner, has 
been enhanced by renowned architects 
Stedman Blower. 

The project encompassed internal 
alterations, restoration of a five metre 
high bay window to the main house 
and the creation of a four bay garage. 
The garage’s purpose, usage and 
desired appearance meant fusing 
traditional design with contemporary 
solutions, and it was Rundum Meir 
tailor-made garage doors that held 
the key to delivering on the architects’ 
vision. 

With the brief to create a four-bay 
garage to replace an existing single 
garage, Stedman Blower’s design 
sought to replicate a traditional coach 
house in order to fit with the Surrey 
vernacular. It required the use of 

materials that related to the existing 
house – notably timber and clay tiles – 
but the ambition was both complement 
and contrast with the older structure. 
By adopting a curved shape to the 
garage, which effectively created a 
roundhouse, the architects created a 
building with reduced visual impacts, 
as the removal of the corners narrows 
the building’s appearance. This design 
was delivered to a high standard with 
the help of Rundum Meir at the earliest 
design stage. 

The curved oak Rundum Meir doors 
specified are typical of the aesthetic 
and technical excellence that underpins 
every door designed and produced. On 
this project, the doors were solid oak 
Rundum Original top hung automated 
garage doors. The two semi-circles or 
curved openings at each end of the 
garage is 10m long, totalling 20 metres 
of garage doors, divided into four 
automated bi- parting 5m doors. 

A particular challenge was ensuring 
that the doors look a continuous part 
of the external cladding. 
www.rundumgaragedoors.co.uk

Ahead Of The 
Curve 
Garage Design
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Unidrain Is An Integral Design 
Element Of The Spa Of The Year - 
Marienlyst Strandhotel

We are building a beach spa, not a traditional spa and this is reflected in our choice of drains and 
fixtures. We have tried to reflect the surrounding beach and coastline, and area where the sunlight 
reflects on the water. Because of this reflective aspect we deliberately selected Unidrain’s line drain in 
brass for the spa entrance and changing rooms; the guests expect the best quality and the exclusive 
line drains help give the spa its luxurious look.” explains Jan Mortensen. 
It is not only in the spa that the hotel has selected to feature Unidrain’s line drain. The hotel has 
recently undergone a programme of renovations; as part of this the rooms which have been renovated 
also feature ClassicLine column drains. HighLine Colour - Unidrain’s HighLine Collection has received a 
number of design awards including the prestigious Red Dot 
Award for design. 
What makes the HighLine so innovative is that the 
traditional grating has been replaced by a panel. There 
are four different versions of the HighLine which include: 
Panel available in brushed stainless steel or frosted glass; 
Customised - which can be matched to floor tiles; Cassette 
– with edges on all sides this allows the drain to be used 
with any material and is especially suited for terrazzo floor 
and the most recent addition to the HighLine Collection - 
HighLine Colour.  
HighLine Colour is created in PVD-treated brushed stainless 
steel, brass, copper, black and hand polished stainless steel 
with a high gloss finish. The design aesthetic of the colour 
panel is further enhanced by the matching stainless steel 
frame. Each frame is 10mm high with a 4mm solid top to 
ensure a snug fit inside the drain unit.  www.unidrain.com

In 2018 the doors opened to the 1,600 square foot, luxurious beach spa in the 150 
year old Marienlyst Strandhotel. This lavish spa has recently gained recognition for 
its luxury facilities winning a Danish Beauty Award in the ‘Spa of the Year’ category. 
Located on the edge of the Sound and overlooking Helsingborg, the spa was 
designed specifically to bring guests closer to nature, with both indoor and outdoor 
facilities.  
“The design goal of the spa is to blend both the indoor and outdoor experience 
for the guests. As we are dealing with a spa, wet room installations such as drains 
play a key role in the overall appearance”, says Jan Mortensen, owner of Heating 
Business, who was employed by Marienlyst Strandhotel to cover the technical 
aspects of the development. Specific materials for a unique spa -  he explains that 
the spa’s natural surroundings have played a crucial role in the choice of materials 
for both drains and fixtures; this has resulted in an elegant combination of warm 
shades and tones. “

project news
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Three Hauraton drainage systems installed at Margem Green 
Energy Biomass PlantThe Margam Green Energy Biomass Plant is 
a 40MW electricity power station utilising chipped wood waste 
as fuel otherwise destined for landfill. When fully operational 
the project will use around 300,000 tonnes of waste wood from 
nearby regions. The plant is located  near Margam in South 
Wales.  

Hauraton supplied three types of channel to meet the rigorous 
specifications for surface drainage of the main concreted yard 
surrounding the plant, weighbridges and car park.Three sizes of 
RECYFIX® HICAP® high capacity channels were installed in the 
yard. 3 metres of HICAP® 1000, 303 metres of HICAP® 2000 
and 255 metre of HICAP® 3000. 

The total water capacity of the HICAP® channels was just over 
20,390 litres. By installing this system, the channel runs were 
kept to a minimum so saving on installation costs and future 
maintenance. Factory fitted with 14mm slotted ductile iron inlets, 
the channels comply with a loading Class of F900 so can easily 
take the weight of a HGV fully laden with wood chips. 

Importantly, once installed the complete system is highly resilient 
to the twisting forces imposed by the laden vehicles. 42 metres 
of FASERFIX® SUPER 150 channels with Class F900 ductile iron 
20mm gratings were installed around the two weighbridges. The 
FASERFIX® channel component is made from the company’s 
Fibre Reinforced Concrete with galvanised steel angle housings 

moulded into the 
top edges of the 
channel during 
production. 

This specification 
is highly resistant 
to extreme loads 
and constant 
dynamic forces 
and was found 
to be ideal for 
the weighbridge 
application. 
The FASERFIX® gratings are secured by SIDE-LOCK® patented 
boltless system. The system allows gratings to be installed and 
later, removed quickly. Finally, 39 metres of RECYFIX® PRO 100 
Type 75mm factory fitted with FIBRETEC® heel-safe gratings 
were installed in the car park. 

The FIBRETEC® grating, moulded from a fibre strengthened 
Polyamide (PA-GF) and allows loadings up to Class C250 (BSEN 
1433)All he RECYFIX® channel components specified for the 
project are made from 100% recycled Polypropylene (PP) derived 
from post consumer and post industrial sources. 
www.drainage-projects.co.uk

Three Hauraton Drainage 
Systems Installed At 
Biomass Energy Plant

A grade II listed Mansion on the 
outskirts of Ulverston, Cumbria, 
has respectfully been restored 
and developed by housebuilders, 
Charles Church, Lancashire.  As a 
way of protecting the future of the 
mansion, planning permission was 
granted for it to be converted into 
19 apartments and the gatehouse 
into a bungalow. Charles Church 
ensured that the conversion work 
carried out was sympathetic to 
the Scottish baronial style whilst 
respecting the original features. 

These qualities also needed to 
be reflected when it came to the 
replacement of the rainwater 
systems on both the mansion and 
the gatehouse. With over 40 years’ 
experience of providing aesthetically 
appropriate, yet highly functional 
rainwater systems for heritage and 
listed building projects, Yeoman 
Rainguard were the perfect choice 
to provide a suitable system for 
the restoration. On the mansion 
house gutters that could not be 
refurbished were replaced with 
Yeoman Rainguard MOG 25 x 100 
mm cast iron gutters finished in 
Light Aircraft Grey colour along 
with complementing rectangular 
rainwater pipes. The use of Yeoman 
Rainguard ornamental ear bands 
and corner ear bands for the 
cast iron pipes played a part in 

maintaining the authenticity of the 
façade of the building. In areas 
where replacement gutters were 
required to match up seamlessly 
to the original gutters, Yeoman 
Rainguard were able to replicate 
exact size and profiles with their 
manufacturing capabilities using 
GRP material. 

Cast iron soil pipes were provided 
from the Rainguard TX range 
providing a 
highly durable, 
easy to install 
waste water 
drainage 
solution. The 
gatehouse, 
tastefully 
converted into 
a bungalow, was fully fitted with 
brand-new Yeoman Rainguard cast 
iron MOG gutters and round down 
pipes. Finished in a classy gloss 
black paint the rainwater system 
was befitting of the buildings design 
and heritage. www.rainguard.co.uk    

 

Yeoman Rainguard 
Plays A Part In 
Bringing Listed 
Mansion House Back 
To Former Glory

project news
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The tremendous design possibilities offered by the StoVentec Glass 
rainscreen cladding system have been highlighted by a recently 
completed project at a leading Midlands school. The Sto system was 
specified for the Wolverhampton Girl’s High School due to the strong 
visual appeal which matched the architect’s vision for the project. “The 
design of the school’s new sixth-form building was extremely important 
given its location and context, and this played a major role in driving the 
specification of the most appropriate materials,” explains Joe Harris of 
Seymour Harris Architects. 

“In contrast to previous pastiche additions 
to the school, we wanted to use modern 
materials which would complement the 
original architecture of the school. The new 
building is harmonized with its surroundings 
through the colour and pattern of the high-
level cladding and by physically reflecting the 
attractive landscaping of the site, and the 
school’s original buildings which date back to 
1911.” The original idea of cladding the building with a reflective metallic 
finish was changed, as the school environment could easily lead to the 
metal being scratched and dented. 

“We chose the StoVentec Glass system instead,” adds Joe. “It’s tough 
and scratch-resistant, but it still provided the high degree of reflectivity 
that we were looking for. Sto worked closely with us, providing many 
samples and helping us to arrive at the final choice. The StoVentec Glass 
proved to be an excellent way of translating our design into reality.” 

Sto Goes Back To 
School On A Major 
Midlands Project

The BBA-accredited StoVentec Glass system incorporates an adjustable 
sub-construction, which is designed bespoke for each project.  This can 
easily be adjusted to suit any uneven substrate and creates a ventilated 
cavity which keeps the wall dry and allows it to breathe. Tempered safety 
glass panels are bonded to unique StoVentec carrier boards in the factory, 
and then fixed to the sub-construction at the project site. The glass 
panels are manufactured in bespoke shapes and sizes to suit individual 
requirements.  

As well as being available in any RAL or custom colour, with reflective, 
non-reflective or metallic finish, they can also be screen printed with 
individual logos or designs. The project included perforated 
Adapta cladding that was supported on a structural frame 
penetrating the StoVentec Glass. 

This necessitated close and careful co-ordination between the 
architect, Craft Interior and Sto to ensure that the cut-outs 
in the glass mirrored exactly the location of the steel beams. 
The manufacturing process includes the fusing of colours on 
to the back of the glass, before the toughening process.  The 
colour melts into the glass providing permanent coloured 
glass panels that will not wear, scratch, fade, or incur water damage.  

‘We have installed the StoVentec Glass system previously on several 
projects, but this one was without doubt the trickiest in terms of design 
and co-ordination. The positioning of the Agraffe fixing rails to the rear of 
the Glass Panels ensures that the final install is a relatively quick and easy 
process’ adds Graham Chadwick of authorized Sto applicator Craft Interior. 
‘The result on this project is a stunning piece of architecture that all 
parties should be proud to have been involved with, and that is extremely 
important on a high-profile project such as this.’  www.sto.co.uk

project news
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Thermal break elements are key - A key element 
in the structural and long–term insulation 
performance of the balconies was the installation 
of Isokorb structural break units from Schöck.    
Early involvement was necessary to ensure that 
the connectors were accurately cast into the 
building during the mainframe construction phase 
and Brooksby provided installation templates to 
ensure the line and level of all balcony connections 
were precise. A Brooksby stub bracket was 
attached to the Isokorb units prior to the concrete 
being poured. The balcony cantilever support arm 

was then attached (same depth as the balcony) to the stub and the fully 
pre-assembled panel glass balcony chassis slid on to the cantilever arm 
and locked into position.
The Schöck Isokorb units are structural, but their other long-term purpose 
is to minimise the risk of thermal bridging.   
Ineffective insulation at the connection points, especially with 280 
balconies involved, means local heat loss, resulting in more energy being 
required to maintain the internal temperature of the building. This is a 
major consequence of thermal bridging, but there are other issues too.   
Low internal surface temperatures in the area of the thermal bridge can 
cause condensation, which leads not only to structural integrity problems 
with absorbent materials such as insulation products or plasterboard, but 
the potentially serious occurrence of mould growth. So for any project 
involving balcony connectivity the prevention of thermal bridging is a 
critical issue. 
Success is about teamwork - The success of this project has been 
very much about teamwork and this was recognised at the London 
Construction Supply Chain Awards in late 2018. Hosted by Wates, to 
acknowledge sub-contractors with whom they have worked throughout 
the year, Brooksby were awarded ‘Best New Supply Chain Partner’ for 
the Landsby project. Brooksby Managing Director, Simon Goodenough 
commented: “It was great to have won this award which reflects how 
hard the whole team worked on the project to ensure that at all stages we 
delivered an excellent product, backed by exceptional service”.
www.schoeck.co.uk

In Safe Hands With Schöck And 
Brooksby At Wembley

Located in the heart of the vast new Wembley Park regeneration project, 
the two residential buildings that make up the Landsby East and Landsby 
West development (Danish for village) are contemporary in design, with 
apartment interiors that continue the Scandinavian theme. Externally 
there are roof terraces and first floor level podium gardens, along with 
280 generous balconies that add a stylish and aesthetic feel to the 
exterior finish of the building.  
Their appearance is undoubtedly pleasing, but inevitably there were 
technical challenges involved in both initial installation and long term 
performance of the balconies that had to be addressed – among 
them safety, precision, reliability and thermal efficiency.  It needed a 
collaborative approach from two of the leading companies in the business, 
Brooksby Projects Ltd for its balcony technology and Schöck for its load-
bearing thermal insulation solutions. Slide-on balconies were a must
Wates, the main contractor on the project, were very specific in 
requesting cantilevered, slide-on balconies and FlightDeck® balconies 
from Brooksby Projects Ltd offered the ideal solution. FlightDeck® 
balconies do not need to be fixed from a balcony below, which reduces 
the on-site health and safety risks.  
In addition, this ability to install from the top down, means that the 
balcony system  saves crane time and requires no scaffolding or other 
external access. On a large high-rise project with multiple elevations, the 
installation time saved is considerable when compared with traditional 
bolt-on balconies.  An additional challenge was that the building’s design 
demands required that many of the 280 balconies installed involved subtle 
design adaptations and in total thirteen different variations were supplied 
to meet the Landsby project requirements.   

project news



8382

The construction of a new swimming 
pool and play park at a caravan 
and holiday lodge complex, set in 
a stunning location on the coast 
of Fife, is making full use of the 
unique insulating and load-carrying 
attributes offered by Marmox 
Thermoblocks. Clayton Caravan Park 
is a well-established destination, just 
minutes from the historic town of St. 
Andrews. With its fully enclosed and 
well insulated steel framed structure, the new swimming pool and play park will offer year round 
enjoyment. 
A key element to this energy saving design is preventing cold-bridging occurring around the 
perimeter to the building’s in-situ reinforced concrete floor where it meets the external walls, 
with its 140mm thick block inner leaf, infilling the cold-rolled steel columns. The thermoblocks 
are available in widths of 100, 140 or 215mm and are formed from sections of XPS (extruded 
polystyrene) encapsulating two rows of high strength, epoxy concrete mini-columns.  
These are attached at either end to the top and bottom layers of glass-fibre reinforced polymer 
concrete, to ensure a good bond with the rest of the structure.  www.marmox.co.uk

thermoBlocK comBatS 
cold Bridging for neW 
leiSure facilitieS at fife 
holiday parK

The value of parks and green spaces in Britain’s cities, 
towns and villages is being increasingly recognised 
from a health and wellbeing perspective, but that’s 
only part of what they can offer at the heart of local 
communities. Building a more sustainable future for 
these spaces can be achieved by ensuring they are 
equipped with an effective services infrastructure to 
provide access to power, water, gas and more as and 
when it is needed. 
This is the rationale behind the range of pop 
up, retractable and in-ground service units from 
UK company Pop Up Power Supplies®.  Pop up, 
retractable power units from Pop Up Power Supplies® 

are ideal for providing access to services whenever it is needed, but hidden away when not. 
Four options are available, offering different configurations and supplying up to 600 amps in total, which can be tailored to 
the specific  requirements of the park. These units are raised and lowered into the ground with ease by authorised persons 
using a simple turning handle, and come with a recessed lid to accommodate grass, paving stones or any other surface type. 
The company’s range of in ground units provide an alternative approach. These allow power, water, telephony and gas access 
points to be concealed in the ground at all times, with access when needed via a flip lid. 
This can be locked down when in use to prevent unwanted tampering, so only short cables are visible to connect adjacent 
applications.  By having pop up or in ground units installed, local authorities and the managers of privately owned parks and 
green spaces can add value by enabling the hassle-free hosting of events all year round.  www.popuppower.co.uk. 

adding Value to Britain’S parKS 
and green SpaceS

Rainguard Aluminium – 
The Perfect Match for 
Grade II Listed Church

Needing to replace an old cast iron 
rainwater system, Hatherlow Church’s 
list of “must haves” was not a small 
one. Elder of the Church, Mat Simpson 
explained “Hatherlow Church is a grade 
II listed building, and as such we were 
looking for a system that would be in 
keeping with the mid - 19th century 
building, as well as matching existing 
gutters and downpipes already installed.

The product would also have to cope 
with the vast amount of water that flows 

from the pitched 
roof when it rains. 
“Being budget 
conscious, we 
also required the 
lowest cost possible, 
for an aesthetically 
pleasing, long lasting 
and highly functional 
system. Yeoman 
Rainguard managed to 
tick all the boxes.” 

To accommodate the 
large water flow levels 
from the pitched roof, 
130 x 100 mm Deep 
Flow XL Aluminium 
Gutters were installed 
to the front side of 
the Church. These 
were complemented 
with the addition 
of 100mm dia. XL 
Aluminium Downpipes, 
sufficiently wide 
enough to cope with 
the amount of water 
captured in the deep 
flow gutters. 

The installation, carried out by Yeoman 
Rainguard’s team, was completed with 
attractive Bellvue cast aluminium rainwater 
hoppers to either side of the Church’s 
porched entrance. All of Yeoman Rainguard’s 
XL Aluminium products have a durable 
powder coated finish which not only looks 
stylish but offers 30 years plus maintenance 
free service.  

For more information on Yeoman Rainguard’s 
range of gutters and downpipes suitable for 
ecclesiastical and listed building projects go 
to www.rainguard.co.uk or call 0113 279 
5854.  

project news
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Great attention to detailing, using high quality materials and finishes
on all our custom and standard suspension systems produced in our 
UK factory. Call for brochures or to discuss your current or future projects.

Suspension Systems designed & manufactured by Shopkit

Rod SystemsCable Systems Custom Metalwork

Exterior Installations Standard & Custom Suspension Systems

Cabinets, Shelving & Lighting Trackit Suspension SystemPanel Fixings

Shopkit Supended Ad July 2019 Update_Layout 1  29/07/2019  15:46  Page 1


