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comar5P.i ADVANCED

Comar’s Design Team brief was to specifically meet architectural demands; low 
U-values, matching slim sight lines for both the casement and tilt/turn windows, 
large glazing pocket for acoustic glass, Secured by Design and large sizes. For our 
fabrication and contractor partners, performance with built in fast-track fabrication 
and installation.   

The technology from the Comar 9P.i system has been incorporated into the Comar 5P.i 
window range. This ensures the Comar 5P.i Advanced Casement and Tilt/Turn window 
system integrates seamlessly into Comar 9P.i framing and creates the option for standalone 
high performance windows, up to 2.5m high with U-values as low at 0.77.  BIM Models 
available at Comar Partners: www.comar-alu.co.uk/login/.

Latest Thermal Break Technology Produces the  
Next Generation of Windows.

For more information about 
comar5P.i ADVANCED please contact us:

Tel:  0208 8685 9685
Email:  projects@parksidegroup.co.uk
Web:  www.comar-alu.co.uk 

Notes from the Comar 
design team...

The latest thermal 
break technology 
including foam.

Fast-track semi unitised 
construction for floor to 

ceiling glazing.

Windows hang direct from 
the Comar 9P.i Frame as 
well as rebated doors.

With thermal foam and 
triple glazing, U-values are 
reduced to 0.77, creating a 

future proof solution. 

BIM ready.

Large 62mm glazing 
pocket for acoustic 
or triple glazed glass.

Slim sight lines for 
both the casement 

and tilt/turn.

 ARCHITECTURAL  ALUMINIUM  SYSTEMS
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School Toilet Guidelines Updated - New 
Summary Document Published

Guidelines on school toilet provision have been updated for new 
build and refurbishment/conversion projects. Closomat, Britain’s 
leading provider of accessible toilets in and out of the home, 
has addressed changes to Department for Education/ Education 

Funding Agency 
guidelines 
and the 
latest British 
Standard, 
in one, easy 
reference 
document. The 
white paper- 
Considerations 
& Specification 
of Assisted 
Accessible 

Toilet Facilities in Educational Buildings- in one place covers the key 
elements of the revised Building Bulletin 104, and BS8300:2018. 
It enables specifiers to easily cross-reference their specifications 
and designs to ensure appropriate compliance on accessibility and 
special needs. 
The white paper covers the requirements and recommendations 
for toilets in educational buildings, including the importance of 
properly sized and specified hygiene rooms.  It also covers the 
relevant changes to BS8300, which now specifically itemises 
educational establishments as buildings covered by its ‘best 
practice’ remit, particularly with regard to a Changing Places 
assisted accessible toilet facility.     www.clos-o-mat.com

Hauraton Product Literature Update

Hauraton have updated their technical literature of the most 
popular Landscaping and Civils surface water drainage channel 
systems with separate full colour publications, including: 
Landscaping: RECYFIX® PRO, RECYFIX® PLUS, RECYFIX® 
SLOTTED, Civils: RECYFIX® MONOTEC, RECYFIX® NC, FASERFIX® 
KS, FASERFIX® SUPER, RECYFIX® HI CAP
Architects, main contractors and ground-workers can request hard 
copies by telephone 01582 501380, or download PDF versions via 
www.hauraton.co.uk . CAD installation drawings and BIM objects 
can also be downloaded from the website. Hauraton supports 
specifiers and installers with project specific proposals, including 
expert specification and technical advice from the initial survey 
through to completion. For Case Studies featuring many Hauraton 
drainage products go to www.drainage-projects.co.uk   

Acquisition Strengthens “Safe Access All 
Areas” Proposition

Horizontal access specialist Bilco UK has acquired the 
UK’s leading manufacturer of vertical access panels, riser 
doors and steel doors – Profab Access Ltd. Established 
in 2001 Profab employs a team of 75 and operates from 
a 46,000 sq. ft. manufacturing and distribution facility in 
Atherstone, Warwickshire.  
Bilco UK serves the commercial market with standard 
and bespoke roof access hatches, floor door, ladders and 
smoke vents.  Bilco was acquired by the Tyman Group in 
March 2016 and Bilco UK became part of home security 
specialist ERA in April 2017 following the acquisition of 
Howe Green Ltd.  
Howe Green is a manufacturer of fabricated floor access 
covers, linear drainage, tree pit covers and bespoke 
metalwork. The company was founded in 1983 to satisfy 
the demand for a safe access solution for services 
concealed beneath terrazzo flooring. Initially serving the 
supermarket sector Howe Green access covers are now 
specified across a diversity of industry sectors including aviation, infrastructure, education and 
health.
The acquisition of Profab will strengthen the Bilco UK “Safe Access All Areas” proposition. It 
will provide architects, specifiers and building service professionals with a one stop shop for 
trusted, high quality, safe access solutions for roofs, floors, walls and ceilings.  To find out more 
about the range of products available from Bilco UK, Howe Green and Profab Access please 
visit www.bilcouk.co.uk or www.profabaccess.com

LG Wins Award At Cooling Awards

LG has won the Air Conditioning Innovation award at this year’s 
Cooling Awards in London with its Multi V S Heat Recovery VRF 
system. An industry first, this front discharge, Multi V S Heat 

Recovery 
model, fits the 
gap between 
Multi Split 
systems and 
large VRF 
systems. The 
Multi V S Heat 
Recovery 
offers a host 
of unique LG 
technological 

developments, including LG’s own 5th generation compressor 
equipped with a High Sided Shell (HSS) and a new 
Polyetheretheketone (PEEK) bearing which allows an all inverter 
system compressor to operate between 10Hz – 165Hz, increasing 
partial efficiencies, extending capacity, and increasing reliability.
LG’s Multi V S Heat Recovery VRF solution is perfect for buildings 
where space is at a premium. It offers superb energy efficiency, 
strong, quiet performance and unbeatable flexibility.
Customers are excited that there is now a small, lightweight 
industry first, heat recovery system with side discharge, and 
comparatively low running and maintenance costs. Find out more 
at partner.lge.com/uk, or you can email LG at uk.aircon@lge.com.

UK’s Oldest Tile Factory Secures 3D Digital Research Funding To Embrace 
New Technologies

The UK’s oldest working ceramic tile producer is looking to embrace advanced, 3D 
technologies to tailor its heritage tile-making skills to the requirements of contemporary 
installations. In so doing, it is looking to secure a future for the age-old British craft of 
handcrafted tile-making. Craven Dunnill Jackfield, established in 1872, has teamed up 
with the Centre for Fine Print Research at University of West of England (UWE Bristol) in a 
Knowledge Transfer Partnership (KTP) and secured funding for the 27-month project.
Craven Dunnill Jackfield has been manufacturing tiles for over 140 years and today is best 
known for its traditional tile-making skills, manufacturing handcrafted tiles for major 
restoration projects such as The Palace of Westminster, St. George’s Hall in Liverpool and 
London Underground.

In recent years, its unique skill-set has also been successfully applied to creating 
contemporary ceramic installations, such as the vast murals at the Olympic Park and 
manufacturing ornate, three-dimensional wall tiles for the hospitality sector. Award-
winning projects include faience bar fronts for the Blues Kitchen chain of bars and feature 
walls for Jamie Oliver’s Barbecoa. It is this appetite for combining the appeal of heritage 
tile manufacture with contemporary installations which has inspired this unique KTP 
programme.

Craven Dunnill Jackfield prides itself on the authenticity of the tiles it produces for 
restoration projects, which emulate those of the Victorian era. Whether encaustic, 
geometric or relief tiles, it continues to use many production techniques that date back to 
the late 19th century. These include hand-modelling and the use of original master moulds, 
over a hundred years old, to ensure the true underlying shape of a tile is reproduced, despite 
thick, uneven glazes and crazed surfaces. Adrian Blundell, Production Director at Craven 
Dunnill Jackfield is heading up the KTP, working alongside Dr David Huson and Dr Peter 
Walters at UWE Bristol, to develop and implement 3D scanning and printing technologies 
which will complement the hand-made nature of the product.   www.cdjackfield.com

Barbecoa - ®Ella Millar

St. George’s Hall restored roundel

Global Future For Renowned UK Brand

The leading UK manufacturer of pipes, valves and fittings, 
is drawing on hundreds of years of expertise from within the 
UK and across the globe to be the UK’s only Integrated Piping 
Systems provider to the plumbing and heating industry.  Pegler 
Yorkshire, part of the Aalberts Group, will be bringing together its 

technologies 
under the 
iconic brand 
name of Pegler. 
Through 
understanding 
customer 
needs and 
changing 
environments, 

requirements and technologies, Pegler has developed world-class 
modern connection and valve technologies that combined provide 
unique systems. 
To underpin the company’s commitment to a total system 
solution Pegler recently launched Warranty Plus, a three stage 
process for large scale projects, which sees the company’s expert 
team working with contractors on system design, providing 
commentary on expansion, contraction, valve sizing and 
positioning, commissioning and BIM compliance, through to 
installation training, using, onsite and online resources, and finally 
the provision of system and water conditioning using the latest 
technology and processes, commissioning and aftercare.  Which 
provides reassurance on the entire system with a guarantee of up 
to 25 years.    www.pegleryorkshire.co.uk
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Keeping up to date with the latest developments is essential if you are to provide the best protection for residents of a property.  Training has a 
vital role to play here and not just for contractors, but for anyone involved in alarm specification.  

Smoke Alarm manufacturers are clearly best placed to advise you of the latest features in their own products, but it’s essential any training 
scheme you decide upon goes beyond that to look at best practice and relevant standards and regulations.  In the case of domestic fire alarm 
systems, training should cover British Standard BS 5839-6:2013 and Building Regulations; Smoke Alarm system categories & grades; Smoke Alarm 
sensor types; and system installation, including alarm interconnection options.  An overview of Carbon Monoxide standards and legislation would 

also be very beneficial.  Ideally, the training scheme should have a means of advising you of changes 
to these, as and when they are made.

Of course, time taken off for learning means time away from work so the training has to meet your 
specific requirements and be delivered in a suitable way.  Look for modular training programmes 
which make it easier to get the exact training you need, be it standards and regulations or alarm 
system design.  

Deliverability of that training is also a consideration.  Onsite training should be one option as it’s 
convenient, but visiting a dedicated training centre could offer you a more submersive, valuable 
experience without the day to day to distractions you’re bound to experience when holding 
training on your own premises.  Aico also offers an in between option with our Mobile Training & 
Demonstration Units which essentially deliver a mini training centre to your door.

Our understanding of fire safety and the technologies employed are developing and changing faster than ever before.  Did you know, for example, 
that you can now easily integrate a domestic Smoke Alarm system with a Sprinkler System?  Keeping up to date is essential if you are to provide 
the best possible protection; from a personal perspective it’s also rewarding to know that you are ahead of the curve!

Aico, the market leader in residential fire and CO protection in the UK, runs the free Expert Installer CPD accredited domestic alarm training 
scheme.  

www.aico.co.uk/ expert-installer

Domestic Smoke Alarms – although effective - used to be pretty basic affairs; until recently that is.  The technology now 
used in Smoke Alarms has resulted in improved response and resistance to false alarms, wireless alarm interconnection 
for minimum disruption, the ability to connect Smoke Alarms to other lifesaving systems, data extraction facilities and 
a raft of valuable system add ons such as alarm control switches, to name but a few.  Standards, regulations and 
best practice are also changing regularly to keep up with the latest alarm technologies and, with devolved power, the 
different nations that make up the UK often have their own set of requirements.

FIRE SAFETY: BE A ‘KNOW IT ALL’!

ARTICLE	By: Andy SpeAke, nAtionAl technicAl MAnAger, Aico ltd.

Always in tune with your style
a comprehensive range of rainwater systems to accommodate

all types of buildings and budgets

Choose from modern, traditional
and heritage rainwater systems,

available in Aluminium, GRP,
Copper, Zinc and Stainless Steel.

For more information please call
0113 279 5854

or email 
info@rainguard.co.uk w w w . r a i n g u a r d . c o . u k

Copper, Zinc & Stainless Steel

Aluminium GRP

Cast Iron

i-build_rainguard:Layout 1  28/02/2018  14:59  Page 1
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Yeoman Shield Twin Handrail Chosen For New 
Care Unit At William Harvey Hospital
Yeoman Shield were assigned by main contractors Bauvill Construction 
to install a wall and door protection system as part of the scheme to 
create a new Cardiac Critical Care Unit (CCU) and Cardiology ward along 
with an access corridor at William Harvey Hospital in Kent.
   
The access corridor was fitted with Yeoman Shield’s Guardian Twin 
Handrail in a stunning colour combination of burgundy and mid grey 
with matching accessories and attractive stainless steel connective 
brackets helping to add a unique touch to the décor of the area.

Chosen for its dual functionality the Guardian Twin handrail 
incorporates an ergonomic upper handrail as support for people who 
require assistance and a lower robust protection rail, which sitting 
slightly forward guards both the handrail and the walls from marking 
and damage caused by the passage of wheeled equipment.

The same Guardian Twin Handrail system was also deployed in the 
CCU this time with a red lower rail, a striking contrast to the mid grey 
handrail. Matching red Corner Protection Angles, both 90° and 135°, 
were installed to vulnerable corners protecting from impact damage.

Fire doors in the unit also benefitted from the installation of Yeoman 
Shield’s fire rated door protection products, shielding the door from 
impact damage that can be detrimental to the functioning of a fire door.

Fire rated door edge protectors to both meeting and hinged edges as 
well as door protection panels were added to the door without affecting 
the integrity of the original fire door.

Yeoman Shield were able to assist with exacting time scales on the 
project by a quick turnaround of product and service with a site survey, 
manufacture and installation of the product being completed in 2 
weeks. 

Paula Stone, Head of Operational Facilities Management at East Kent 
University Foundation Trust commented “The lower wall protection 
element of Yeoman Shield’s Guardian Handrail now fitted in our high 
traffic areas will reduce the cost of repairs and maintenance overtime. 
The upper handrail of the system will help less abled patients get 
around hospitals giving them something to grab on to if needs be, 
helping to prevent falls.

“The design of the rail has the added benefit of being easy to clean 
which adheres to our infection control policies.”

For more information on Yeoman Shield wall & door protection 
products please go to www.yeomanshield.com or call 0113 279 5854.
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Holistic Approach To Best Use Of 
Resources In Education

A local education authority is optimising best 
value in a major capital building programme- 
right through to pupil intimate care.
Dundee City Council is undertaking a 
£350million investment plan including 
regeneration of the waterfront, affordable 
housing and new schools, with the last designed 
to deliver suitable, sustainable and accessible 
buildings that make the best use of resources. 
The capital projects team has therefore 
future-proofed the school building designs by 
including specialist equipment from Closomat, 
to create accessible toilet facilities.
The latest project- construction of the 
new North East Campus - thus features a 
Closomat Palma Vita shower (wash & dry) 
toilet with height adjustable washbasin and ceiling track hoist. The equipment has been supplied and installed by Closomat for M&E/ facilities 
management specialist McGill, on behalf of the main contractor Robertson Group.
Looking like, and capable of being used as a conventional WC, the Closomat Palma Vita has integrated douching and drying. As a result, all 
pupils, irrespective of ability, can rely on the Closomat to clean them efficiently and consistently; if they need help with their intimate care, 
optimum cleanliness can be achieved without involvement from support staff.  The provision of a hoist means should pupils need help to 
transfer from a wheelchair, this can be done safely and securely for them, and support staff. The height adjustable washbasin enables all users 
to comfortably clean their hands, whether ambulant or in a wheelchair.    www.clos-o-mat.com

The Sound Choice For Design

London’s new Design Museum has opened.  It has been created 
within the shell of the original 1960s Grade 2 listed Commonwealth 
Institute, well known for its distinctive copper covered, hyperbolic 
parabolic roof.

With the emphasis on the display and teaching of design, the 
priority for designer John Pawson and Dutch architects OMA was 
equally about the building’s new reconfigured interiors and the 
design and performance of the products used. For example, the 
Museum’s galleries are arranged around an oak and marble lined 
atrium with floors covered in pale grey terrazzo while Troldtekt 
acoustic panels tie spaces together with a visually attractive 
textured surface.

Consequently, 4000 sqm of Troldtekt fine texture panels in white and grey have been installed in all areas where a peaceful and studious 
atmosphere was required, such as the library, study and lecture rooms and over the very large space housing the restaurant, bar and break 
out areas. Here, the high performance panels absorb the sounds of noisy dining and chatter together with the echoes and reverberation 
caused by the hard surfaces and large glazed areas. Furnished with blue stained ash tables and chairs, the restaurant offers views of 
Holland Park and into the central atrium with the dramatic exposed roof structure above.

Troldtekt natural wood wool acoustic panels are widely specified throughout the UK and Europe. They are available in various sizes and 
in four grades from extreme fine to coarse, they can be left untreated or painted in virtually any RAL colour. They can also incorporate 
different forms of lighting and speakers. In an inexpensive and eco-friendly way, occupiers benefit from a host of physical benefits such as 
high sound absorption, durability and natural breathability coupled with sustainability as documented by Cradle to Cradle certification at 
silver level.   For samples and comprehensive technical information tel 01978 664255 or visit www.troldtekt.co.uk

Pendock Warms To Ice Rink Challenge

Working directly for main contractor, Morgan Sindall as 
its sub contractor, Pendock has installed 24 Ultima Plus 
Radiator Guards along with of laminated MX and CH pipe 
boxing at Slough Borough Council’s newly refurbished 
Ice Arena. 
As well as an ice rink, the remodeled centre also contains 
a well-equipped gym, a brand-new climbing wall and a 
dedicated Clip ‘n’ Climb wall as well as a café to relax in. 
Meanwhile spectators are also well provided for with new 
seating and lighting, protected by fully glazed barriers to 
keep out the cold.
Pendock’s involvement in the 44 week, £10 million 
programme was to supply and fit the radiator guards and 
the associated pipe boxing in the toilets and changing 
rooms. With all its products manufactured here in the 
UK, Pendock’s Ultima Plus Guards have been designed 
to provide the highest levels of radiator guard safety and 

protection. The ‘bullnose’ corners afford protection against accidental falls or even self-harm, they also safeguard against scalding 
due to their excellent low surface temperature characteristics.
The two-sided MX pipe boxing – also finished in a white laminate – can be used for low level or high level, vertical or horizontal runs 
and at corner locations to cover and protect larger pipework and heating services, as well as soil, vent and rainwater pipes.  In this 
instance, MX and CH boxing was specified, which also features rounded edges to protect against injury and ensure ease of cleaning.  
Available in sizes from 75 x 150mm up to 300 x 300mm – as well as bespoke options - the boxing is de-mountable for ease of access, 
while inspection panels can also be fitted.  Manufactured from wood, uPVC or metal, accessories such as butt joints, internal and 
external corners, plus stop ends ensure a neat and tidy finish.  www.pendock.co.uk   

Take It Easy With Sikaceram Fix & Grout

Let Everbuild – A Sika Company take the hassle out of tiling with SikaCeram® Fix & 
Grout; a ready mixed waterproof wall tile adhesive and grout for use in bathrooms, 
showers and kitchens. Coming ready mixed and ready to use straight from the tub, 
SikaCeram® Fix & Grout is incredibly easy to apply with none of the mess associated 
with traditional powered products, and as it can be used as a grout as well as an 
adhesive, there is no need for two separate products saving valuable time and money. 
Non slip with very high bond strength, Sika Ceram Fix & Grout is ideal for use on 
vertical surfaces and can be used for all ceramic tiles including porcelain, vitrified tiles 
and mosaics.  Available in three handy sizes; 750g, 1.5kg and 3.5kg, SikaCeram® Fix & 
Grout dries to a brilliant white finish with the high quality anti-mould formula ensuring 
that the product stays white for years to come.   For further information on SikaCeram® 
Fix & Grout or any other product from the Everbuild and Sika brands, contact your sales 
representative, call the sales office on 0113 240 2424 or visit  www.everbuild.co.uk

Matrix Medium Basin’s Curved Edge 
And Smooth Grab Handles Give 
Support For Elderly Users
When planning and installing a bathroom for 
the elderly, the inclusion of a specialist hand 
basin is a “must have”.  The Matrix Medium 
basin from bathroom experts Pressalit Care 
provides invaluable support for the elderly and 
for those in a wheelchair thanks to two grab 

handles smoothly cast into the front of the 
basin. These handles provide a welcome grip 
for people transferring in or out of a wheelchair, 
and a safe and secure support for those 
standing.  The Pressalit Care Matrix Medium is a 
height adjustable basin, operated by integrated 
power buttons on the front of the bowl.  Simple 
and intuitive, the red buttons on white are easy 
to see and use, allowing most users to be able to 
adjust the height themselves.  
www.pressalit.com
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Bona Titan – A New Generation Of Powerful 
Adhesives
Bona, the wood floor experts, has launched Bona Titan, a new 
supreme performance, silane- based adhesive for high value 
projects, very wide or oversized solid wood boards - or any 
installation where the quality of the bond has to be guaranteed. 
Bona Titan contains Titanium Technology - a revolutionary new 
formula comprising quadruple crosslinking that delivers superior 
durability and an unbeatable initial bond speed - even under 
challenging subfloor conditions. 
Bona Titan can be specified with confidence to bond all types of 
wood flooring. Its superb shear strength makes installation easy 
and keeps even the largest, solid boards securely in place. If the 
subfloor is sound and dry, no primer is required. The hard, silane-
based formula contains no ingredients that can migrate after 

curing, which eliminates all risk of discolouration at the joints. 
The smooth, thick consistency makes it easy to use and produces 
stable ribs, an extremely high initial grab and zero risk of hollow 
spots.  The bond strength of Bona Titan will not diminish over time 
so the stability of the floor is guaranteed for the long term.
Bona Titan meets ISO 17178 standards and, in line with Bona’s 
environmental strategy, is a safe, clean formulation which also 
carries EC1-R Plus, DIBt, Greenguard and A+ low emission 
certifications.
Bona Titan is compatible with underfloor heating and can be used 
directly on metal or tiles. Floors bonded with Bona Titan can be 
sanded after just 12 hours.
www.bona.com
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UZIN Keeps Chidren’s Ward Oper-
ational With Fast Floor Renovation

By adopting a UZIN system over 2000 square metres 
of flooring was renovated without having to close 
down the Starlight Children’s Ward within Wythen-
shawe Hospital. Wythenshawe Hospital needed to 
renovate the floor across the entire unit but didn’t 
want to close down the ward so important care could 
be maintained during the overhaul. 
It was important that the renovation was quick, clean 
and caused as little disturbance as possible so as not 
to interrupt the treatment provided by the hospital. 
Wythenshawe Hospital is also dedicated to sustain-
ability so required a low emission flooring installation. 
The flooring contractor Momentum Flooring worked 
with both the hospital and UZIN to help find a solu-

tion.  With UZIN’s unique product systems, the new safety covering could be installed without having to remove 
the old floor. 
Momentum Flooring also worked in stages so areas within the ward could be kept running, whilst keeping any 
disturbances to a minimum.  It also avoided any excessive dirt, dust and noise during the renovation. A
ll the UZIN products used have also awarded an EC 1 plus certification for being totally solvent-free and meet the 
requirements for occupational health and safety.  With Sigan 1 adhesive tape the new vinyl safety flooring was 
applied directly onto the existing substrate after it was skimmed with UZIN NC 888 S feather coat and primed with 
Planus. Remur adhesive tape was also used to install all the vinyl skirting throughout the ward. The new floor was 
ready for foot traffic immediately which allowed the wards to be used whilst the refurbishment took place. The old 
floor can be removed quickly and easily, without leaving any residue or adhesive behind.
www.uzin-utz.com

Lowboard Provides Ideal UFH Solution 
For Fit-Out Of Central London Flats

A complex and time constrained redevelopment 
contract in central London is making extensive 
use of  ‘LowBoard22’ underfloor heating panels, 
as well as other products from the OMNIE range, 
to offer optimum comfort and flexibility of living 
space for its future residents. The site in Hermes 
Street, a short walk from the Angel Tube 
Station, is being developed by MY Construction 
& Carpentry Ltd. being the main contractor 
for the project. The work has seen an existing 
property demolished, being replaced by a five 
storey structure with office accommodation 
at ground and first floor level while the upper 
storeys are being fitted out to create half a 
dozen dwellings.  
With overall storey height restricted by 
planning, the developer wanted to maximise the 
headroom within the high-spec apartments, while facilitating a rapid build programme which would also leave the interiors walls free of 
radiators. 
The layout by architects, Bickerdike Allen Partners, features three two-bedroom flats on the second floor, with a further pair, plus a three-
bedroom apartment on the floor above. The latter’s kitchen and living room area will be located on the very top floor of the building again 
using the LowBoard22 to deliver space heating.  The LowBoard22 panels are a widely specified and very popular product within OMNIE’s 
UltraLow offering with an overall panel depth of 22mm, accommodating 12mm diameter pipe runs.  This offers low water volume while 
the relatively small diameter pipe is also easy to push into the precisely routed board profiles.   www.omnie.co.uk 
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Circoflopro – Bespoke Kits To Suit Any Size UFH Installation

CircofloPro has responded to changing demand from the plumbing and 
professional heating installer market by refining its trade offering – including 
the launch of a new website www.circoflopro.co.uk – making it simpler and 
more cost effective to purchase underfloor heating kits to suit individual 
projects.   The bespoke new service is set to revolutionise a sector where 
professionals have had to purchase standard size kits covering specific floor 
areas, frequently leading to waste and unnecessary cost increases for end 
users. By contrast, CircofloPro presents a more flexible approach to sizing, 
while also responding to various technical requirements through the use of very 
high quality systems developed by UFH specialist, Timoleon. 

The Staple system is quick to fix in place and is intended to be covered by 
a conventional screed as is Cliprail, considered ideal for retrofit work. Then 
CircoBoard is fabricated from hardboard and polystyrene insulation for fitting between first floor joists. FloFloor is a floating 
floor option, while LowDeck can be selected to maximise available headroom. The final systems, TileDeck, has been developed in 
conjunction with a leading industry supplier to accept ceramic tile finishes. Board dimensions are 800 x 330mm. 

Aside from being well engineered and based on the manufacturer’s widely used core range, the CircofloPro systems also share a 
single 12mm pipe diameter.  This not only helps reduce the overall installation depth, which can be crucial in retrofit situations, but 
also offers enhanced benefits in terms of thermal performance. Whereas most rival UFH systems rely on a pipe spacing of 200mm, 
CircofloPro cuts this to just 133mm: with the flexibility of the 12mm pipe facilitating rapid installation of tighter curves, while 
potentially increasing output by 35% for the same flow temperature. 

In addition, CircofloPro kits will typically make use of multiple, smaller manifolds, avoiding the congestion of pipework associated 
with connecting long runs back to a single point. The kits also include the wiring centre, mixing unit, and a programmable LCD 
screen thermostat for setting temperatures over a seven day period.  www.circoflopro.co.uk 

Adaptable Building Controls Create Best In Class 
Learning Environment At South London School

Multiple building services at a London free school are being 
managed from a single control system, following the use of 
modular I/O from WAGO.  John Keats Primary School is a new free 
school occupying 
the first two floors 
of a new residential 
development in 
South Bermondsey, 
London.  Four 
WAGO-
I/O-SYSTEM 750 
controllers are 
used, two of which 
are in mechanical 
plant rooms handling water heating and air handling. DALI and 
KNX controllers and I/O modules control all internal and external 
lighting from control cabinets accessed from the school corridors. 
The system is modular, allowing additional I/O slices to be easily 
added to the control node should the system need to be expanded. 
Pupils at the school will benefit from an enhanced learning 
environment, with the control systems monitoring conditions to 
provide optimum lighting, temperature, humidity and CO2 levels. 
Room sensors and passive-infrared sensors detect occupancy in 
rooms and corridors and adapt the conditions accordingly. With 
automated building controls and features like daylight harvesting, 
the system can reduce lighting and heating levels in areas where 
they are not needed .    www.wago.com/gb
 

Tower Blocks’ Fire Alarm Systems Raised To Top 
Category Protection With Aico

Watford Community Housing has completed the installation 
of Grade D, LD1 fire detection systems in two 16 storey tower 
blocks using Aico Multi-Sensor Fire Alarms and accessories, 
wirelessly interconnected with Aico’s award winning RadioLINK+ 
RF technology. Abbey View and Munden View tower blocks on the 
Meriden Estate, which recently celebrated their 50th anniversary, 
are iconic Watford landmarks.  They are part of Watford 

Community Housing’s 
property portfolio.  
Aico’s Multi-Sensor 
Fire Alarm uses two 
sensor types, optical 
and heat, to constantly 
monitor smoke and 
heat levels which are 
processed through 
intelligent detection 
software to provide 
the best response to 

all fire types, as well as reducing potential false alarms; the latter 
is enhanced through a dust compensation feature.  Three to four 
Multi-Sensors have been installed per flat (depending on the 
number of bedrooms), plus an Ei164e Heat Alarm in the kitchen 
and a wall mounted Ei450 Alarm Control Switch.  The Switch allows 
residents not only to test all alarms on the system, but also silence 
them and locate the trigger alarm from a safe, accessible location.   
www.aico.co.uk  

Now Available From Rinnai - The HD55i

Now available from Rinnai is the HD55i, a heavy duty high 
efficiency gas fired continuous flow water heating unit with 
optimal fuel consumption, and in like-for-like comparisons 
with more traditional methods, is more cost effective over 
a lifetime. Rinnai is an acknowledged global leader in the 
manufacture of tankless hot water heating units with group 
sales approaching £2 Billion.
The Rinnai HD55i Internal water heater is a wall hung, gas 
fired, continuous flow water heater capable of producing hot 
water at 820 litres per hour at a 50°C rise. The HD55i has a 
125mm concentric flue which can be extended up to 15m, less 
1m per 45° bend. As with the whole of the Rinnai range the 
HD55i is ErP A-rated and is super low- NoX ready for the next 

phase of eco-design. The unit is compact, reliable and combines industry standards with innovation and quality. The 
HD55i operates between 1-10 bar pressure, which is suitable for mains cold water supply and systems with booster 
pumps and reaches water temperatures of up to 85°C, making the HD55i suitable for secondary return systems. 
Rinnai Heavy Duty continuous flow gas fired water heaters feature outputs up to 58kW and water can be delivered at 
very precise, high volume temperature control. The smart digital controller regulates to within +/- 1ºC without any 
variation of temperature even with additional outlets. All models have full electronic ignition with no pilot light and 
operate on demand only, consuming no gas when not in use.
The Rinnai HD55i is a fully modulating 52.6kW unit that can also be installed in a manifold arrangement. This ensures 
that the system can and will meet any hot water demand at all peak times, no matter what the demand. Typical 
applications include major restaurant chains, industry offices, hotels, sports centres, schools, sports clubs, shower 
blocks in holiday parks – anywhere with a need for extremely reliable supplies of hot water delivered economically 
and at energy efficiency levels surpassing all building regulations and European standards.   www.rinnaiuk.com

School Dinners Will Never Be The Same!

Lunchtimes at Butterknowle Primary School have been 
revolutionised thanks to the innovative installation team 
from Sound Reduction Systems. 
The headteacher Tessa Fenoughty and staff brought to 
the attention of SRS that lunchtimes in their school had 
become problematic and even traumatic to some of its 
children due to an acoustic issue in its dining hall.
Faced with both a small budget and an increasingly noisy 
task SRS proposed a treatment to save lunchtimes for 
good! 
The summer holidays came and went…. On returning to 
school both teachers and pupils were able to experience 
a far quieter lunchtime. Since the installation of acoustic 
panels by SRS the noise levels were significantly reduced 
and all children are once again enjoying a more relaxing 
and calming lunchtime together.
Not only have the panels proved effective at damping the sound in the echoey hall but the children and teachers report a warmer more pleasant 
experience to boot! All concerned are impressed by how effective the product has proven to be. School assemblies, PE lessons, scout nights and 
performances are significantly improved as a result of the fitting by SRS.
Tessa Fenoughty said: “I’m amazed at the difference the acoustic panels have made and they look good too. My pupils have noticed an 
immediate difference too, they tell me that they can now hear each other at lunch time. Please also pass on our thanks to your fitters who did 
a very swift and professional job”.  SRS are specialists in school acoustics and offer free advice, site visits and quotes to any school with sound 
absorption problems. You can read project profiles and testimonials from satisfied schools on the website.    www.soundreduction.co.uk
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Wilo Pumps Help Energy Efficiency In Isle Of 
Man Hospital

Wilo has supplied 32 pumps to Nobles Hospital, just outside 
the Isle of Man’s  capital, Douglas. As an example of the 
savings achievable, the BL pump installed on the chilled 
water system as 
the initial trial 
product for the 
project, is so 
far delivering 
£11,000 per 
annum in savings 
when compared 
to its fixed speed 
predecessor, 
based on £0.14 
per kWh.
“The Isle of Man Government is committed to making the 
island as ‘green’ as we can make it for our residents,” says 
engineer Paul Bevan. “It’s a beautiful island so it’s vital that 
we operate an integrated programme of trying to ensure 
that in every way we can, we make it as energy efficient and 
as environmentally attractive as possible.”
And Paul keeps a close eye on all the projects being 
undertaken across the Isle of Man via a BMS (Building 
Management System) that can remotely monitor more than 
80 sites across the island, including the hospital, allowing for 
efficient diagnostics and rapid trouble shooting in real time.
 www.wilo.co.uk 

Setting The Standard – SE Controls Becomes The 
First SCA IFC SDI 19 Certified Company

Advanced Protection for National Rail College 

A key driver in the successful delivery of the UK’s £42.6 
billion HS2 project, the new National College for High Speed 
Rail, is now protected by industry-leading fire panels from 
Advanced. Located in Doncaster,  the college occupies 
76,000 sq ft of teaching and workshop space, with specialist 

training 
installations, 
including 
150 metres 
of external 
track and 
catenary.  
The 
Advanced 
MxPro 
panels were 
specified 

by the team at GBE Fire and Security, who were appointed 
by main contractor Briggs and Forrester to specify, install 
and commission the fire system at the site. MxPro is the 
fire industry’s leading multiprotocol fire system solution. It 
offers customers a choice of two panel ranges, four detector 
protocols and a completely open installer network, backed 
up by free training and support. MxPro panels can be used 
in single loop, single panel format or easily configured 
into high speed, multi-loop panels in 200 node networks 
covering huge areas.  www.advancedco.com

Nittan Awarded ISO 9001:2015 For High Quality 
Performance

Stanley Security Launches Stanley Onedoor Smartphone 
Based Access Control System With UK Startup Doordeck

Nuaire’s XBC Heat Recovery Unit A Godsend For St Albans 
Cathedral

With its focus set on innovation and quality, Nuaire had the XBC heat 
recovery unit ready as the ideal space saving solution when St Albans 

Cathedral started its expansion 
and refurbishment project.  The 
introduction of a new lift in the 
Chapter House meant that the 
original 1980s Crypt ventilation plant 
was left without means to deliver 
heat and ventilation to the largely 
windowless basement space. Nuaire 
suggested its XBC heat recovery 
unit for the job as it catered to the 
challenge of fitting under the newly 

constructed elevated floor void, as space was a premium in the Cathedral. 
Being the shallowest on the market relative to air volume, XBC’s feature 
of low-depth made it ideal.    www.nuaire.co.uk  

Nittan Europe, a leading manufacturer 
of conventional and addressable fire 
detection products, has been awarded 
ISO 9001:2015 certification. This 
achievement marks Nittan’s ability to 
deliver high quality products and systems 
to market.  The certification is based 
on a number of quality management 
principles such as strong customer 
focus, motivation and implication of 
top management, process approach 
and continual improvement within an 
organisation.    Nittan has adopted a very 
proactive approach for transitioning process as the ISO 9001:2015 will 
ensure that Nittan continues providing its customers with consistent, 
good quality products and services, whilst growing and evolving the 
business as a whole.     www.nittan.co.uk

STANLEY Security has partnered with London-based security start-up 
Doordeck to launch the Stanley OneDoor smartphone-based access 
control system.  Stanley OneDoor can be used with existing STANLEY 
access control products and rolled out to an entire building in under one 
hour, without the need for 
any new hardware. Designed 
to be quick and simple to use, 
Stanley OneDoor removes the 
need for keycards and tags 
and all the management and 
associated costs that entails.  
Instead, users gain access via 
their smartphones through 
the Stanley OneDoor App, 
‘reading’ Stanley OneDoor 
tiles using either a QR code, via the app, or an NFC chip, just like Apple 
Pay and Google Pay.  www.stanleysecurity.co.uk/onedoor

SE Controls has become the first company to be approved under the 
new SDI 19 certification scheme, which has been developed by the 
Smoke Control Association (SCA) in partnership with IFC Certification 
and has been introduced to help raise standards across the industry.

Developed to ensure a suitable level of competency is maintained 
in all aspects of smoke control systems, the scheme also covers a 

contractor’s ability to provide 
appropriate levels of service 
and maintenance following 
installation and commissioning, 
in line with a building’s type, size 
and use.  Such is the importance 
of the recently introduced 
initiative that it is now mandatory 
for any SCA member involved 
in the installation of smoke 
control systems to achieve the 

accreditation as a condition of membership.

To become certified under the scheme, businesses must demonstrate 
their experience in fire strategy verification together with the design, 
installation and commissioning of smoke control systems in accordance 
with the relevant standards and industry guidance documents, 
including Approved Document B and BS7346 Parts 4, 5, 7 and 8. SE 
Controls is the first company to complete the IFC SDI 19 certification 
process including detailed internal office and external site audits.

SCA Chairman, David Mowatt, explained: “The independent review of 
building regulations and fire safety supports clear cultural changes in 
the procurement, design, construction and maintenance of buildings 

and building systems in order to deliver safer buildings. Contractors 
should be responsible for the systems they install and end users should 
always look to use a capable, experienced contractor.”

IFC Director of Certification, Ian Woodhouse, said: “Since the launch 
of this scheme in June of 2018 we have already received a number of 
applications and companies are currently progressing through the 
certification process. This is not only encouraging, but also underlines 
the importance that the industry assigns to raising competency 
standards and improving the quality of companies involved in 
installation activities. We’re proud to be a key part of this initiative in 
partnership with the SCA.” 

Will Perkins, Group Managing Director of SE Controls, is delighted 
with the company’s new status and commented: “As a long-standing 
member of the SCA, we have always maintained high quality standards 
in all aspects of our business, as well as supporting the SCA’s efforts 
to raise the standards across the industry. This new scheme raises 
the bar for the smoke control industry and ensures that competence, 
credibility, quality and skill levels are not only improved, but recognised 
through the auditing and certification process.”

He added: “For over 35 years we have been at the forefront of our 
industry. Our expertise combined with our range of ‘Tested Solutions’ 
enables us to provide compliant products and solutions to the highest 
level, whilst also underlining our commitment and responsibility for 
the reliability of our life safety systems. Helping to improve industry 
standards has been a long-term commitment for us so it seems fitting 
that SE Controls has become the first company to achieve IFC SDI 19 
and we hope many more will follow.”    www.secontrols.com 
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Hauraton Service Channels Keep 
Cables Safe But Accessible
Hauraton Limited, well known for their surface water drainage 
products, also offer three ranges of Service Channel suitable 
for use as sub-surface cable ducting for both indoor or outdoor 
locations including; sports venues, major stadiums, exhibition 
halls, factories, warehousing and container depots. The channels 
provide safe yet accessible installation of electrical and data 
cables.

Two ranges are based on the company’s one metre long fibre 
reinforced concrete channels, FASERFIX® SUPER and KS. The 
SUPER models incorporate a 40mm deep galvanised angled 
housings on their top edges allowing Class E600 ductile iron 
covers to be fitted. The KS models have a 20mm deep galvanised 
angled housing and are available for Class C250 or where 
necessary E600.

The third range is based on Hauraton’s RECYFIX® PRO channel 
made from 100% recycled polypropylene. These have a 20mm 
galvanised housing allowing Class C250 covers to be fitted. 
Weighing less than 25kg the PRO channels are suitable where 
easy handling is desirable.

With SUPER and KS models, the ductile iron covers are securely 
located into the housings by the company’s SIDELOCK fixing 
system. To access the cables, covers are easily removed using a 
large screwdriver at the appropriate leverage points. In practice, 

the SIDELOCK system has proved 
to be 90% quicker than any other 
fixing method available. Where 
necessary, covers can be bolted 
down. PRO models have bolt down 
covers as standard.
The popular nominal widths 
offered with Hauraton Service 
Channels are 200mm and 300mm. 
These models incorporate a 
perforated steel galvanised cable 
tray that is suspended within the 
channel keeping the cables clear of any water that may access the 
channel. The water can then be safely drained away. 

Tim Connolly Managing Director at Hauraton explains, “Our 
company have gained invaluable expertise supplying Service 
Channels in to numerous buildings and venues including 
prestigious stadiums in many parts of the world. Architects, 
main contractors and ground-workers can request a hard copy 
of our new brochure illustrating the full range of channels by 
telephoning 01582 501380.

A PDF version is also available via www.hauraton.co.uk
For Case Studies featuring many Hauraton drainage products go 
to www.drainage-projects.co.uk   

Give Your Garden The Edge On Sustainability 

become is taking the sustainability message to the great 
outdoors by launching a garden edging that is made from 
100% recycled household plastic.  Eco Edge is the latest 
addition to the become portfolio to meet soaring demand 
for all-things sustainable from consumers, businesses and 
public-sector organisations. 
Eco Edge is stylish, strong and as easy to work with as 
wood, making it an ideal edging for virtually all types 
of gardens and landscaped public space. Unlike wood, 
however, it is rot-proof, and environment friendly, making 
it supremely cost-effective, flexible and long lasting. 
It suits the widest possible range of users and uses. 
Meanwhile budget-focused local authorities, landscaping 
businesses or gardening contractors wanting a project 
with no follow-up maintenance will love maximising on savings and convenience. 
The products made from 100% recycled household plastic include Straight Eco Edge and Rolled Eco Edge. Straight Eco Edge is the 
perfect alternative to hardwood and is available in long, straight pieces for linear borders. 
Rolled Eco Edge comes on a roll for bends and slopes. The natural look of both makes them ideal for gardens and public spaces or 
more naturalistic landscapes. Eco Edge is available in dark grey and brown and is made from polyolefin, manufactured from recycled 
household plastic waste. Eco Edge is available in 10, 18 and 25 metre lengths, and all are 14cm deep and 0.7cm wide and can be worked in 
much the same way as wood - which means they can be easily sawn and screwed into, but they need no varnish, staining or preservative.
Laying Eco Edge could not be easier thanks to an Eco Edge Stake. 
The small profile ensures the edging is highly stable and is secured by gently working into the ground with a rubber hammer before the 
Eco Edge sections are screwed on to them. The profiles sit just below the top of the Eco Edge and are not visible on completion, making 
the finished look even sleeker.  

Culvert Clearance Proves Water Jetting Productivity 
And Safety Credentials

Drainage engineers from Lanes Group plc have demonstrated the 
power of water jetting when deployed to clear silt, rubble, and 
boulders from large-diameter railway culverts. A team of drainage 
operatives from the company's Manchester depot removed 25 
tonnes of material 
from a 30-metre-long 
culvert under the 
Manchester to Wigan 
railway line at Atherton 
in just 20 hours.
Most of the material 
was removed from 
the 1400mm tall and 
1200mm wide brick-
lined egg-shaped 
culvert with water 
jetting delivered by 
a JHL 414 RECycler 
jet vac tanker, 
enhancing safety and 
productivity.
The water jet, operated at 1,750 pounds per square inch (PSI), 
even brought larger stones, up to 300mm in diameter, towards 
the mouth of the culvert, where they could then removed by hand. 
The culvert was in a field, 150 metres from a roadway. However, 
the recycler jet vac tanker could filter and reuse its water and 
do the same with water already in the culvert, which maximised 
productivity.   www.lanesfordrains.co.uk

Marley Eternit Antislip Decking Creates Striking 
Community Boardwalk

Marley Eternit Antislip decking has been specified on a pioneering 
project to build a brand new community in Leicester. The European 
redwood decking has been used to create a stunning timber 
boardwalk, providing a scenic pedestrian link and acting as a 
focal point for 
the entrance 
of the New 
Lubbesthorpe 
development.
 In keeping 
with its rural 
surroundings, 
New 
Lubbesthorpe 
will have some of 
the largest, most 
biodiverse and most attractive parks created in the wider urban 
area in the last 50 years; over 320 acres of parkland is to be provided 
within the scheme. 
Marley Eternit’s Antislip Plus decking, with a smooth profile, was 
chosen to create the boardwalk, giving pedestrians the opportunity 
to walk over, or around the lake, adding a park-like aesthetic to the 
entrance of the site. The curved boardwalk also features wooden 
benches, so residents can stop and take in their surroundings.
Over 3,000 metres of the Antislip Plus decking was installed on the 
New Lubbesthorpe boardwalk. The boards were also treated with 
MicroPro, a preservative system which incorporates micronized 
copper co-biocides to improve durability and provide a natural 
timber look.   www.marleyeternit.co.uk/decking
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New Paving Resource Launched
The trade association Interpave has just launched its new hard landscape, commercial paving and SuDS resource 
website www.paving.org.uk for architects, urban designers, engineers and other specifiers, at all stages of the 
design process.  

Concrete block paving, flags, kerbs and related products play a key role in urban 
design, public realm and the spaces around and between buildings. In particular, 
concrete block permeable paving is the most versatile, multifunctional solution to 
meet Sustainable Drainage System (SuDS) requirements. 

The new website provides an essential resource covering all aspects of design with 
precast concrete products, including an inspirational project gallery and case studies, 
supported by background information for early design stages, as well as CPD. A 
comprehensive series of technical documents covering all types of precast concrete 
paving products provide the definitive source of guidance for specifiers and contractors 
– including detailing, construction and maintenance. 

Over the coming weeks, several new or updated Interpave technical and educational 
documents will be launched and specifiers can register on the website to be kept up-to-date with the latest 
publications and projects. 

Representing major UK manufacturers, Interpave promotes and develops precast concrete paving as a 
modern, flexible and sustainable technology for applications ranging from hard landscape to the heaviest-duty 
commercial pavements.

A WORLD OF SIGNS TO  
TAKE YOUR BREATH AWAY

Signbox signs change everything. They’re transforming 

buildings from functional structures into unforgettable 

landmarks, turning settings into eye-catching scenic 

masterpieces and bringing spaces to life like no other.

For over 30 years, Signbox has remained the first name in 

aspirational signage solutions that push the boundaries of 

innovation and challenge convention. It’s all thanks to our  

great British design and engineering brilliance – and an  

intrinsic desire to look at signage differently. 

It’s a philosophy that works. Our award-winning signage 

strategies are borne from a freethinking creative energy and 

technical mastery of revolutionary materials and processes  

and they’re hard at work for brands and clients around the  

world for everyone to see.

Everyone has a story.

Signbox helps brands find the best way to tell it.

ARCHITECTURAL S IGN SOLUTIONS

01784 438688 SALES@SIGNBOX.CO.UK WWW.SIGNBOX.CO.UK
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Now it’s time to lift and slide Comar’s product range with Comar 
7Pi LS+. Innovative lift and slide gearing provides smooth operation 
for door configurations up to 12 metres wide and 3 metres high, 
creating true glazed sliding walls. From one system Comar 7P.i LS+ 
provides delivered solutions, for the summer months maximise 
the opening space with the three-track slider which creates two 

thirds clear opening, whilst in the winter the lowest U-values keep 
out the cold. Optional slim interlocks maximise the homeowners 
view out when the doors are in the closed position keeping the 
slim sightlines of Comar 7Pi LS+ doors.  The real advantage of this 
system is it’s smooth and easy lift operation, it’s ease of operation 
for sliding doors means that there is no alternative; it really is a 
lift slide life for all members of the family.  Another advantage is 
the ability to lock the door in an open position anywhere along 
the track which means that the homeowner can open the door for 
ventilation without the risk of small children and toddlers exiting 
the doors.    www.comar-alu.co.uk
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Comar 7P.i LS+  It’s a Lift Slide Life for Us

Magply Boards Front Sip Solution For Student 
Accommodation On The South Coast

A high rise development in Bournemouth for Fresh Student Living is making 
full use of the technical benefits to an innovative BBA approved structural 
walling system, which features 9mm Magply boards for both the inner and 
outer faces to the insulated panels’ design.  Oxford Point is close to both the 
city centre and Bournemouth University’s Talbot Campus, with its 16 storey 
structure containing studio apartments as well as en-suite study bedrooms in 
‘cluster flats’. It has been built by main contractor, the Watkins Jones Group, 
with MIB Façades being the specialist sub-contractor erecting its own SIPs 
system. 
While many such composite walling solutions use OSB or particleboards 
to sandwich a foam insulation core, the MIB MetSIP is much more robustly 
engineered, with 75 mm deep cold-formed steel Sigma studs – plus a 45mm 
treated timber packer - at 600mm centres. 9mm thick Magply modified MgO 
boards form the inner and outer skins to the 136mm thick panels, whose 
excellent U-value is provided by a CO2 blown polyurethane insulation. 
Aside from its speed of erection, two of the reasons that the MIB MetSIP 
system wins specifications for applications, such as the 16 storey Oxford 
Point tower, is the outstanding weather performance and fire resistance 
offered by the Magply sheathing. 
Unlike timber based boards, Magply is largely unaffected by prolonged 
exposure to rain, while under independent testing, the material was shown 
to achieve 90 minutes fire resistance with minimal smoke generation.  This means during the critical erection phase, before fire-stopping 
breaks and other permanent protection can be installed, the structure is far less vulnerable to arson or an accidental blaze.   
Tests conducted by an independent laboratory as part of the MIB MetSIP system’s BRE 135 certification showed that the panel suffered no 
discernible damage after 60 minutes exposure to fire.   www.magply.co.uk

Shining Light On A Centre Of Excellence

The Foyle Arena in Derry uses large areas of Kalwall® 
for the pool area and sports hall elevations in order to 
minimise glare and maximise natural daylight. Designed 
and specified by architects Samuel Stevenson & Sons, this 
centre of excellence forms part of the North-West Regional 
Sports Campus. The Kalwall is a key component of the 
£12.7m re-development with double indoor swimming 
pool coupled with new facilities for Judo, Wrestling and 
Mountaineering.
During the day, the Kalwall enhances daylight and 
distributes it internally without shadows and glare while 
at night it creates a welcoming glow with scallop-shaped 
backlighting. The unique ability to transmit large amounts 
of usable light with relatively low levels of solar heat gain means less radiant energy transmitted and this, coupled with diffusion, does away 
with the hot spots and glare. With increased natural daylight and resistance to solar gain, energy-consuming artificial lighting and air-
conditioning costs are dramatically reduced.
Kalwall is highly resistant to impact, making it excellent for use in schools, leisure facilities, gymnasia, offices and other public buildings. It is 
particularly popular for swimming pools and sports halls. Glare on a swimming pool surface is a common concern with dazzling rippled sunlight 
bouncing off the surface which can cause discomfort to swimmers. In addition, it can be a serious safety concern as lifeguards can struggle to 
see swimmers should they be in need of assistance. In sports halls, it is also important that there is an even distribution of light so that players 
can distinguish markings on the floor as well as easily spotting balls and other obstacles.
Kalwall is a popular choice for projects where performance, long life cycle and low maintenance are required, coupled with an aesthetic finish. 
The lightweight system reduces the need for supporting structures while offering the highest protection in terms of wind-borne debris and 
resistance to impact, abrasion and point loads.   www.structura-uk.com/kalwall

Impressive Entrance For Council Offices

As part of a major refurbishment project, TORMAX 
was contracted to install a prestigious automatic 
revolving door with automatic swing door to a local 
authority’s Civic Offices in Surrey. 
The new entrance system provides clear and easy 
access for all staff and visitors whilst minimising heat 
loss from the building, making it a sustainable solution 
too.
The Woking Borough Council Civic Offices have 
benefited from a significant internal renovation, 
regenerating both staff and public areas across the 
ground floor, providing several public services within 
the same location.   
The impressive three-wing automatic revolving door is 
driven by the powerful, high torque 5201 operator.  
Precision engineered at the TORMAX HQ in 
Switzerland, the 5201 is a technologically advanced 
drive that delivers exceptional reliability year after 
year, thanks to impeccable design credentials that 
minimise maintenance requirements.  The swing 

door is powered by the TORMAX 1201 door drive which has similar reliability credentials and can be found installed in busy locations 
worldwide.
User friendly keypads for both entrances allow staff to adapt door movement to match foot traffic levels and weather conditions, 
minimising energy consumption and ensuring clear through-flow of pedestrians, at all times. The revolving door also features self-
monitoring sensors that automatically adjust door movement to compensate for external influences such as increased wind conditions, 
or a build- up of dirt for example.  If an emergency should lead to power failure, the revolving door can be used manually to ensure 
unrestricted egress.   www.tormax.co.uk

Yeoman Shield Fire Rated Door Protection Performs 
At Motorpoint Arena

Keen to provide a safe and comfortable environment for their 
customers, Motorpoint Arena in Cardiff chose Yeoman Shield 
fire rated door protection products to help maintain and protect 
the condition of important fire doors. Yeoman Shield door edge 
protectors and push plates were fitted to doors in back of house 
areas whilst doors to the auditorium entrances which experience 
a huge amount of pedestrian traffic, had door edge protectors 
and half height door protection panels installed. Vulnerable 
glazing beads were replaced with Yeoman Shield PVCu clad beads 
completing a comprehensive and durable door protection system 
helping to reduce future fire door maintenance and replacement 
costs. All Yeoman Shield Fire Rated Door Protection products 
have been tested to and passed the current requirements for their 
particular type of products.  www.yeomanshield.com  
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www.aluprof.eu

The Rise Of Passivhaus
The basic principles of Passivhaus is its ability to reduce the permitted 
space heating demand and primary energy consumption.  This is 
achieved in several ways, but primarily by designing a building envelope 
with high insulation with minimal thermal bridging.  By adding the 
crucial element of fresh outdoor air being circulated with extensive heat 
recovery means that energy consumption is kept at a minimum.  The 
best use of natural daylight, including some solar gain, further enhances 
the energy savings in this unique form of construction. 

The BRE refer to the following functional definition of Passivhaus:  “A 
Passivhaus is a building, for which thermal comfort can be achieved 
solely by post-heating or post-cooling of the fresh air mass, which is 
required to achieve sufficient indoor air quality conditions – without the 
need for additional recirculation of air.”

Passivhaus is best known for its ability to offer very low energy 
consumption homes, typically just15kWh/m2/year, but the concept is 
being used increasingly on commercial buildings in the UK.  It is claimed 
that the construction method can offer energy savings in use of up to 
90% compared to current UK building stock.

One of the newest projects is the recently completed, 2,500 m2 
research facility for the University of Nottingham, providing laboratory, 
office and support accommodation for the UK Government Energy 

Research Acceleration Initiative, known as the ‘RAD’ Building (Research 
Acceleration & Demonstration) on the Jubilee campus.  The building 
was constructed by Robert Woodhead construction of Nottingham and 
has been designed to achieve BREEAM Excellent and includes further 
extensive Passivhaus measures to reduce energy requirements.

High performance window, curtain wall and door systems from 
Aluprof UK have been used throughout the building offering very high 
levels of insulation.  Aluprof systems used were TT50 curtain wall & 
MB104 windows, the fabricator and installer of the fenestration was 
Commercial Systems International of Humberside.  On completion 
the building has been extensively tested and has gained the coveted 
Passivhaus certification.

But is the Passivhaus standard suitable for the UK’s temperate climate?  
Since its introduction in Germany in the early 1990’s, developed by 
Professors Bo Adamson of Sweden and Wolfgang Feist of Germany, 
there has been a great deal of discussion and standards revision to 
accommodate climatic conditions across Europe.  It was at the turn 
of the last century when a EU funded project demonstrated the 
construction of 221 homes to the Passivhaus standard across four 
countries.  Feedback and resident satisfaction proved the concept 
beyond doubt and today over 65,000 buildings have been designed, 
built and tested to the standard worldwide.

So how does Passivhaus cope with the high summer 
temperatures recently enjoyed in the UK?  As long 
as night time cooling is available, by use of natural 
ventilation, which cools the inside structure of the 
building, Passivhaus performs well virtually working 
in reverse.  On south facing walls there may be 
external shading devices to reduce solar gain and 
the very nature of the high insulation walls and 
fenestration, helps keep the heat out.

With the increasing levels of fuel poverty across the 
globe and the advancements in the key features of 
Passivhaus, such as developments in the Mechanical 
Ventilation and Heat Recovery (MVHR) units as well 
much higher thermal efficient aluminium systems 
window systems with triple glazing, such as supplied 
by Aluprof, construction has become more affordable 
and efficient.  Consequently over the last few years 
growth of Passivhaus in the UK has begun to flourish.

Aluprof UK’s head office and extensive distribution 
centre is located in Altrincham, Cheshire.  Aluprof 
systems are increasingly being specified on a wide 

range of residential and commercial projects across 
the UK including Passivhaus projects.  Systems 
are designed, fabricated and installed by selected, 
specially trained companies, to ensure each 
fabricated product meets the Aluprof exacting 
standards.

Further information is available on the company’s 
website at www.aluprof.eu and specialist advice is 
available directly from Aluprof’s UK offices on 0161 
941 4005.
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Bespoke Design From FGS Transforms Leeds 
Council Offices

FGS’s contracting team (formerly Glassolutions 
Contracting) has helped transform a tired 1970s Leeds 
City Council office block into an innovative public-sector 
building, helping to improve the thermal efficiency and 
aesthetics of the building.
Merrion House is an iconic concrete tower block in Leeds 
City Centre which is jointly owned by Leeds and London 
based property investment and car park operator 
company, Town Centre Securities, and Leeds City 
Council, under a long-term partnership. 
FGS supplied SGG Cool-Lite Xtreme 60-28ii sealed units 
to deliver thermally superior windows without compromising natural light transmission or causing summertime overheating. The solar coating 
allows high natural light transmission to create an all year-round brighter interior, whilst limiting solar gain to reduce the reliance on costly air-
conditioning, particularly important for a fully glazed working environment. 
FGS’s unique VS-1 curtain walling system was used to deliver clean sightlines and streamlined aesthetics on the new atrium extension. The 
system allowed the architect to reduce the number of horizontal steel supports and the strength of the mullions allowed glass spans of up to 
9m. Additionally, the system’s absence of transoms increased the amount of natural daylight coming into the building, as well as giving users an 
unimpeded view from the windows.
The WICONA WICTEC 60 stick system curtain walling was installed to create the remainder of the building envelope, offering a narrow face 
width of 60mm and giving a filigree appearance. Hung from the curtain wall is a bespoke Corium brick slip system, fitted both horizontally and 
vertically, used to give a modern finish to the building. Use of the Corium system helped reduce onsite construction time, thanks to the profile 
being prefabricated off-site.  www.fgs-uk.co.uk.

Photo Credit: BDP Merrion House Leeds FGS

Regal Rainwater Systems For Queen Anne Style 
Refurbishment

Yeoman Rainguard rainwater systems have played a part in the 
refurbishment of one of Potton’s show homes, The Milchester.
After many years of service, it was time for The Milchester to under-
go a refurbishment, both inside and out to modernise facilities.
A new rainwater system in the form of Yeoman Rainguard’s XL 
Aluminium 125 x 100 MOG profile gutters along with 75 x 75mm 
square downpipes finished in a durable and stylish black textured 
powder coating was installed. For more information on Yeoman 
Rainguard rainwater systems go to www.rainguard.co.uk or call 
0113 279 5854.  Thanks Potton© for the use of their stunning image!

Steel Contractor Doubled The Speed Of 
Construction Thanks To The Girder Clamp 
By Lindapter
The Zurich Insurance office in Madrid features a steel and glass facade that was 
developed, fabricated and installed by Bellapart. The striking geometric facade 
provides office workers with expansive views of the surrounding area and allows 
natural daylight into all floors of the building. 
 
Engineers specified Lindapter’s CE approved Type AF high slip resistant 
clamps for securing the framework for the panels because of the product’s 
adjustability, high strength capacity and durability. The lateral adjustability of 
the clamps allowed the contractors to quickly slide the framework into position 
before tightening the clamps to secure the frame in place. The process was 
standardised and repeated throughout the project and Bellapart were said to 
have completed the installation in half the time it would typically take when 
using conventional connection methods. 

In addition to doubling the speed of installation and reducing labour costs, 
further savings were achieved by avoiding on-site drilling or welding and 
therefore eliminating the need for specialist labour, equipment and hot work 
permits, which often cause delays. 

Visit www.lindapter.com to download the latest Lindapter catalogue or call 
(0)1274 521444. 

Spacetherm WL Improves Thermal Efficiency Of 
London Apartment

Spacetherm WL (Wall Liner), with its impressive thermal 
properties, has been selected to improve the energy efficiency of a 
Victorian built apartment in southwest London. 
A complete refurbishment of the apartment at Quill Lane, SW15 
has been undertaken by Ecoalex, specialists in green infrastructure 
design, build and maintenance.  The requirement was to deliver 
improved warmth 
and thermal 
performance, 
whilst addressing 
the condensation 
issues often 
associated with 
solid walls.  . High 
quality insulation 
combined with 
ventilation and 
breathability was 
key to achieving 
this. Spacetherm WL consists of Spacetherm aerogel insulation 
blanket bonded to 3mm Magnesium Oxide Board, for use in 
applications where improved thermal performance is required with 
limited space. 
Spacetherm WL can be used with a variety of decorative finishes 
such as paint, wallpaper and tiles.  Typically, a solid wall will 
have a U value of around 2.1 W/m2K. Following the application 
of Spacetherm WL, this can be reduced to around 0.8 W/m2K, 
dependent on the wall structure. www.proctorgroup.com
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Corian® Has The Right Credentials To Clad The New Lancashire Constabulary West Division Police Headquarters
Modern policing comes with a complex set of challenges and thus 
demands facilities that can accommodate those evolving needs. 
When Bonny Street Police Station, an ageing mid-70s structure 
near the Blackpool waterfront was no longer fit for purpose, careful 
thinking was required in planning for a new building. 

Adequate space and enhanced security were key considerations. By 
undertaking a land swap with the local authority a new site further 
back from the waterfront was acquired. This not only positioned the 
new HQ in a location that offered a significantly enhanced footprint 
and greater road network connectivity, it brought inward investment 
into a challenged neighbourhood.

The project came under the Scape framework for matching specific 
expertise to public sector projects and was put out to a competition 
between qualifying architectural practices, which was won by 
McBains Architects. The building was conceived to answer the needs 
of the new age of policing and to reflect its civic identity in a way 
that was commanding but not intimidating. Optimum sustainability 
was vital and the building is rated ‘BREEAM very good’. Clearly, 
functional longevity was also a key concern and careful cost analyses 
were performed to ensure the best value for the investment of public 
money, in terms of reliability and performance. Appealing aesthetics 
were also a fundamental consideration. 

“It was important,” says Mark Baseby, Project Director for McBains, 
“that the building reflected its relationship with Blackpool as a 
seaside location. And while the design needed to incorporate 
protection against security threats, there also needed to be a degree 
of ‘transparency’ especially in  terms of the community-facing 
aspects of the building. The idea was to avoid a completely uniform 
appearance for the building but to create something characterful and 
unique.” 

The building is 
made up of three 
main elements: 
an office block, 
a custody 
block (which is 
constructed of 
concrete and 
houses forty-
two cells) and an 
ancillary block that 

contains facilities such as CSI labs. The main office building is a glass 
box over a steel frame, designed to suggest waves upon the sand, and 
this is wrapped in a white shell of Corian® Solid Surface. The main 
length of this element is north facing, thus the cladding functions as 

a ventilated façade while also offering a visual openness. The western 
edge of the building has a cantilevered canopy for greater solar shading 
while the southern edge has fewer apertures and a more solid sense of 
cladding.

“The façade works both as a ‘protective’ shield in terms of thermal 
efficiency and a pristine, easy-care finish, while also being reminiscent 
of shells found at the seaside,” says Mark “Thus the three-storey 
building is revealed from within this outer shell.” On investigation 
into appropriate cladding options, the McBains team participated in 
workshops with Corian® Industrial Partner, Unique Fabrications, to 
explore whether the material would meet all the high demands of the 
specification. “We found that Corian® was right up our street,” says 
Mark Baseby.  

“It was not the first material we looked at for the building as controlling 
costs was a key consideration,” he adds, “But our analysis showed 
that ultimately it would be a wise investment as it was not only 
within our budget, but also offered long term durability with minimal 
maintenance. We are really pleased with the results. It was a great 
experience to work with Corian® and we would do so again. Everything 
we wanted from the product, we got.”

In total, 1600 square metres of Corian® in Glacier White was fabricated 
into cladding panels using skilled techniques such as thermoforming, 
and installed using a Keil mechanical fix system by Unique Fabrications 
Ltd.
Chief Supt Matt Horn said: “The new West Division Police Headquarters 
is a massive improvement to the facilities we had at Bonny Street, 
which were very dated and simply no longer fit for purpose. These 
new facilities ensure we are well placed to deliver our service to 
communities, from an operating centre that delivers a modern working 
environment for our staff who work so hard to keep the area safe.”

Corian® is distributed in the UK & Ireland exclusively by CD (UK) Ltd. 
For enquiries about Corian®: T: UK 0800 962 116 IRE 1800 553 252  E: 
info@corian.co.uk or visit www.corian.uk

All photography by Christian Smith
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Stannah Passenger Lifts Uphold Mobility In 
International Bomber Command Centre
To bring freedom of access for people of all mobilities to International 
Bomber Command Centre (IBCC), Lincolnshire. Opened in January 
2018, this world-class resource is dedicated to the recognition, 
remembrance and reconciliation of Bomber Command’s role in WWII.

Two passenger lifts must unite two floors of facilities, comprising 
Digital Archives, Losses Database, three Exhibition galleries, the 
Hub Café and Guided Tours, all set within 10 acres of Peace Gardens 
featuring a 31-metre Memorial Spire, Ribbon of Remembrance and 
Walls of Names.

Two Stannah 5-person platform passenger lifts, moving in formation 
over a distance of 3600mm. 

The lifts must combine the benefits of platform lifts with the look 
and feel of passenger lifts to deliver an affordable access solution, for 
moderate use in a location where space is limited. Key requirements 
comprise:

•	 Wheelchair plus companion capability
•	 Hydraulic drive
•	 Ability to accommodate a wheelchair and companion
•	 Easy-to-use, fully automatic cabin controls

•	 Ceiling light
•	 Tough light grey vinyl skin plate interior finish to withstand daily 

use
•	 Aesthetically complementary satin stainless-steel sliding door and 

surrounds
•	 Safety features such as grab rails, stud floor, alarm button and 

emergency intercom.
•	 Safe travel at .150 m/s.
•	 Wall mounted.
•	 Low pit depth and headroom. 
•	 Easy to install with minimum builder’s work.

The lifts must help the IBCC owners meet the requirements of The 
Equality Act 2010, Part M of the Building Regulations (England and 
Wales), and BS8300:2018 Code of Practice. CE marking and compliance 
with the latest Machinery Directive are also essential.

Freedom for all to access the world’s most comprehensive historic 
records of Bomber Command’s part in the Second World War – ensuring 
that generations to come can appreciate the contribution of the million 
people involved, notably the heroism of the 57,861 men and women 
who lost their lives. 

Nicky Barr, Chief Executive at the International Bomber Command 
Centre, comments: “Thanks to the Stannah passenger lifts everyone 
can experience International Bomber Command Centre’s tribute not 
only to the bravery and sacrifice of those who served and supported 
Bomber Command – and their vital role in protecting the freedom we 
enjoy today – but also to Lincolnshire’s contribution to the outcome of 
the war.”

As with all Stannah lift products, the Stannah platform lifts are 
covered by Stannah’s comprehensive lift service plan, which includes 
four service visits in the first year, with continued lift maintenance 
by the East Midlands branch of Stannah Lift Services, part of a 
nationwide network providing comprehensive lift servicing and 
support.
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McAvoy Builds New 420-Place 
Arts Primary School Offsite 
The McAvoy Group, one of the UK’s leading offsite specialists, has 
delivered a new two-form entry primary school built offsite for 
Ramsgate Arts Primary School. The building provides state-of-the-art 
facilities for up to 420 children to support its focus on the arts. Part 
of Viking Academy Trust, Ramsgate Arts Primary is a new free school 
which offers a curriculum with an emphasis on the arts. Built offsite by 
principal contractor McAvoy, this bright, modern and spacious building 
was funded by the Education & Skills Funding Agency. It has created an 
exemplar learning environment for children from reception to age 11.

Kent has experienced a 25 per cent increase in birth rates which 
combined with major housing regeneration schemes, has intensified 
the pressure on local education provision. Free schools are helping to 
address the shortfall in school places and are enhancing parental choice 
in the range of education services available to children and young 
people. The scheme in Ramsgate is built on a former industrial site, 
which required extensive remediation and demolition works, and the 
relocation of an electricity substation, also carried out by McAvoy. 

The 2078m2 building is constructed from 46 steel-framed modules 
which were manufactured and fitted out offsite to reduce the build 
programme. The units were craned into position in two phases 
complete with doors, windows, partitions and first fix mechanical and 
electrical services.

Designed by Blue Sky Architects, the new facility reflects the school’s 
vision for the arts and will be a valuable community resource. It has 
a dance studio, general classrooms, main hall, spacious staff room, 
offices, kitchen, small group rooms for special educational needs, and 
multi-functional open learning areas.

A key design feature was to have a library running through the heart 
of the school. This was achieved by organising the classrooms as two 

linear bands either side of a ‘learning corridor’ which has created 
additional learning spaces, break-out zones and a focal hub in the 
centre of the building. 

Commenting on the project, Nick Budge, Head Teacher at Ramsgate 
Arts Primary School, said, “It is remarkable what can be achieved with 
offsite construction in just a few months. This is an impressive school 
building and the McAvoy team worked hard to meet our needs. Having 
the library in the heart of the school has worked really well, creating 
additional areas for small group learning. Offsite construction is a great 
solution for new school buildings.”

Winston Alaneme, Project Director at the Education & Skills Funding 
Agency, said, “Offsite construction is helpful where we are working to 
tight timeframes. It can also be beneficial for projects in more remote 
locations, such as Ramsgate, where it can be very difficult to source the 
skilled labour needed for site-based construction.” 

The contemporary and distinctive design theme for Ramsgate Primary 
features strong lines, bold geometric shapes and a palette of materials 
which includes render, natural timber cladding and picture windows. 

Externally, the landscaping has created a positive environment for 
children to learn, play and socialise. The entrance plaza has a clear 
sense of arrival and guides visitors to the main entrance. There is a 
hard-surfaced games area for high-energy free play which connects 
directly to the ground floor classrooms. There is also a dedicated, 
secure play area for reception classes which is designed to be an 
extension of the indoor teaching spaces with unrestricted access.

For further information, visit www.mcavoygroup.com, call 028 8774 
0372 or email info@mcavoygroup.com. 

Supporting The Grenfell Community

As part of the ongoing support to the Grenfell community, Abet 
Laminati and Formwise are proud to have helped realise the ambitious 
DIY SOS Grenfell project to build the replacement Dale Youth Boxing 
Club and new Community Centre.
Abet donated 12mm compact grade high pressure laminate in a grey 
Zebrano finish for the washrooms and cubicles, as well as a graphite 
grey for the lockers. These were supplied to Formwise Washrooms, the 
specialist manufacturer, supplier and installer of quality cubicles, panels, 
lockers, changing room furniture and panelling.
With only a rough brief and a tight timescale, Formwise managed to 
design, fabricate and install two complete changing rooms including 
toilets and shower cubicles in the boxing club as well as washroom 

facilities 
in the 
community centre. Compact grade laminate is perfect for this kind of 
heavy-duty application where aesthetics and visual appeal need to be 
coupled with high performance and long-life cycles. Suitable for both wet 
and dry areas, they are known as hardwearing, durable and very attractive 
solutions for cubicle, partition and locker applications with excellent 
resistance to impact, scratches and abrasion. 
Fully Class 0 fire rated, they are ideal for use in these areas of high moisture 
and humidity as the solid core construction means there is no risk of 
peeling, cracking or delamination.
Samples and technical literature are available from Abet Ltd's sample line 
on tel: 020 7473 6915 or visit uk.abetlaminati.com while Formwise can be 
found on 01933 405961 or at www.formwise-washrooms.co.uk. 

Howe Green Bespoke Access Covers Fit For The Challenge At 
Underground Station

Howe Green Ltd, the UK’s leading manufacturer of fabricated metal floor, 
wall and ceiling access covers, has supplied over 850 specially designed and 
manufactured floor access covers for an underground station.
An access solution was required in order to provide safe, secure and easy 
access to building services concealed beneath the floor within an elevated 
concourse building.  The Howe Green bespoke duct covers were designed 
based on the 7500 
Series Medium-
Duty Floor Access 
Covers.  With a 
69mm depth the 
access covers were 
manufactured 
with an extra 
thick baseplate 

and reinforcements to meet the demands of what will be a highly 
trafficked area.  The access covers were installed by the award winning 
DMC Contracts Ltd and were infilled with two different types of 
flooring dependent upon their location. The main duct run in the 
station concourse uses Conservation Smooth pavings from Marshalls.  
The access covers in the other areas of the station are infilled with 
Granazzo.
The 7500 Series is available as a single cover, duct run or as a multipart 
unit. A range of standard sizes can be delivered from stock. The 
covers can be supplied double-sealed to meet the highest standards 
of hygiene and security and fire rating options are available. The 7500 Series can withstand up to a 5 tonne pneumatic wheel 
loading and is resistant to rust and corrosion.   If you have a requirement for an access solution that can rise to the challenge of a 
highly demanding environment please call 01920 463230 or visit www.bilcouk.co.uk.
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Practical Fins At The Pontio Centre
The £49 million Pontio Centre at Bangor University is a new centre for 
arts and innovation, which is equipped with a striking solar shading and 
screening solution, courtesy of Levolux.

The 10,600m2 building, which brings together Arts and Culture, 
Innovation, Education and Community, has been designed by Grimshaw 
Architects to achieve a BREEAM ‘Excellent’ rating. 

Arranged across six levels, the irregular-shaped building accommodates 
state-of-the-art facilities, including a 482-seat theatre, 450-seat lecture 
room and a combined 200-seat lecture room and cinema. The sloping 
site connects the university’s science department buildings in the 
south, to its historic arts building located on the crest of a hill to the 
north.

As the UK’s leading solar shading and screening specialist, Levolux 
was approached to develop an external solar shading and screening 
solution, applied to south and east-facing elevations.

Levolux’s Infiniti Fin system was chosen to create several arrays of 
vertical fins, applied across glazed curtain walling. Its unique, patented 
design creates continuous fins with concealed stainless-steel fixings, 
for an uncompromised appearance. External fins not only create an 
interesting architectural feature, but also provide an effective form of 
passive solar control.

By limiting the exposure of glazed areas to direct sunlight, solar heat 
gain is dramatically reduced. The size, profile and pitch of the fins 
ensures this is achieved without sacrificing daylight or losing outward 
visibility. As a result, the interior of the Pontio Centre receives good 
daylight levels, while temperatures are maintained at comfortable 
levels throughout the summer, without relying on air conditioning.

Two rectangular-shaped fins were developed by Levolux for this project, 
formed from extruded aluminium components. One fin measures 
200mm deep by 50mm wide, while a slightly smaller variant measures 
150mm deep by 50mm wide.

The larger fin has been utilised extensively on the east-facing 
elevation, fixed vertically for solar shading and screening purposes. To 
compensate for the sloping site, the length of each fin increases, from 6 
metres in the north to almost 14 metres in the south. The tapering array 
of fins, which are set at a pitch of 400mm, extends almost 75 metres 

across upper levels of the building’s east-facing elevation. 

Exploiting the unique fixing arrangement of the Infiniti Fin system, 
Levolux provided vertical fins which extend 1.4 metres beyond 
the highest horizontal support. The upper portion of the vertical 
fins possess sufficient structural integrity for them to function as a 
balustrade for a roof terrace.

The smaller rectangular-shaped fins provide shade to glazed openings 
for a staircase and adjoining circulation area at second and third floor 
level. Fixed vertically, the fins are set at a pitch of 530mm and combine 
to form a vertical shading structure measuring almost 5.5 metres in 
height by 12 metres in length.

Levolux also provided its Contour VLS 950XHP ventilation louvres to 
form a series of vertical screens, concealing mechanical and electrical 
equipment. Levolux’s high performance Contour louvres, featuring 
a patented ‘S’-shaped profile, provide the optimum combination of 
airflow and weather resistance, while projecting an attractive external 
aesthetic. 

The ‘Class A’ rated ventilation louvres, which are fixed at a pitch 
of 50mm, are backed with 50mm thick insulation, to moderate 
temperatures within plant areas, along with HDPE bird mesh. Single 
and double louvred doors are integrated into the building envelope 
to facilitate easy access to building services for routine cleaning and 
maintenance.

The same high-performance ventilation louvres have also been 
incorporated into two horizontal screens on the cinema roof. The 
louvred screens include hinged panels that can be opened to increase 
ventilation to roof plant areas.

All rectangular-shaped aluminium fins have been given a metallic 
bronze anodised finish to complement the building’s limestone 
cladding. In contrast, the Contour ventilation louvres are finished in a 
highly durable, dark grey matt powder coating.

The Pontio Centre, which is named after the Welsh verb meaning ‘to 
bridge’, provides world-class facilities for the performing arts. The 
distinctive external solar shading and screening solution provided by 
Levolux, gives students and teachers the confidence to perform to the 
best of their ability.  

Old Pump House Retains Industrial Heritage 
With The Help Of Yeoman Rainguard
Yeoman Rainguard rainwater systems were used to help 
reintroduce an industrial heritage style to The Old Pump House in 
Warton.

Originally erected 
in 1923 as a water 
pumping station 
for Atherstone and 
surrounding villages 
and decommissioned 
in the late 1980s, the 
pump house was then 
bought in the early 90s 
and after a scheme for 
a hotel development 
fell through was 
converted into a home. 
The property was then 
sold in 2015 to current 
owners Ian and Karen 
Callender.

“Though the pump house had under gone a complete 
transformation into a residential property the previous owners, 
whilst carrying out the renovation to their own preferences, in our 

opinion designed out some of the industrial heritage. When we 
purchased the property, it was our intention to restore some of 
these features.” Ian explained.

Wanting to replace the white plastic gutters and downpipes at 
the front of the house with a rainwater system that would reflect 
such qualities, various avenues were searched. The result of which 
was Yeoman Rainguard whose XL Aluminium range ticked all the 
boxes when it came to style, ease of installation and durability 
whilst also being cost effective.

Yeoman Rainguard 130 x 100mm deep flow half round XL 
Aluminium gutters were installed giving real impact to the 
house frontage.100mm dia. downpipes were added below Cast 
Aluminium Motif Hoppers helping to further emphasise the 
desired effect.

Finished in a durable yet stylish black polyester powder coating 
the aluminium rainwater system will provide the house with 30 + 
years of maintenance free service.

For more information on Rainguard Rainwater Systems suitable 
for heritage and listed buildings go to www.rainguard.co.uk or call 
0113 279 5854.
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